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MARKET 


Claim ‘Phone Surveys No Accurate 
Gauge on Ultra-Modern Radio Jive 


Managers of dance bands and their 
vooking offices are of the opinion 
that the ratings given swing com- 
binations on commercials cannot 
constitute a true index to their 
listener popularity because of the 
very nature of the system used by 
these program-checking organiza- 
tions. They think that the only way 
that an account or agency can obtain 
a bona fide count on a swing band’s 
dialing power is by restricting the 
checkups strictly to coincidental 
hone calls, and to pass up the recall 
method entirely. 

According to the managers and 
agents, most of the sponsored swing 
units go on the air at an hour when 
she checkers have already ceased 
their co-incidental phone calling for 
the evening and therefore have to 
depend on what they're told the next 
morning for an insight into last eve- 
ning’s late listening. Practically all 
those who answer the phone in the 
morning are housewlves and unless 
they are of the young matronly ele- 
ment it isn’t likely that they will re- 
call that the late evening’s listening 
had included a swing band or two, 

ecause the choice had undoubtedly 
been that of the young people in the 
family. Mothers, say the band reps, 
may readily recall the sweet style of 
a Guy Lombardo or Wayne King but 
the chances of her memory having 
been impressed by the hot licks of 
one of the latest jitterbug idols are 
very slim. 


Lunts Let Hollywood 
First Niters Have It 


For Barging in Late 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 
Opening of ‘The Taming of the 
Shrew’ at the Biltmore turned into 
‘The Taming of the Late Arrivals 
From Hollywood,’ with Alfred Lunt 


| 
| 


and Lynn Fontanne wielding whips | 


of sarcasm. Tardy aristocrats from 


Payoff on Peace 


New York bonifaces look to 
New Year's eve for a big killing 
this year, the first time they’ve 
spoken so optimistically of the 
situation in many a year. 

The American psychology of 
being grateful that it’s all hap- 
pening over there seems to be 
interpreting itself already via 
advance reservations for the big 
night. 


Interest in World Events 


Too Busy 


Bankers % Idea 
Anew for H'wood 
Stars; Economy 


In an effort to uncover any reason- 
able new proposition, whereby pro- 
duction overhead in Hollywood may 
be reduced, Wall Street bankers 
presently are toying with the idea of 
urging production companies. to 
realign their star and feature player 
salaries along percentage lines. The 
French idea of paying screen players 
on a percentage basis is being ad- 


vanced most freely. 

Another proposition taken out of 
the mothballs is that of having the 
studio pay Government taxes on 
star salaries with the _ estimated | 
amount of tax payable being taken 
off the wage allotment. This idea 
has been advanced before but never 
viewed with much favor. 

However, the outright percentage | 
arrangement is being advanced as | 
being a logical solution for both the | 
player and the producer. The plan | 
provides that a player’s income is | 
largely spread over two years, there- | 


by materially reducing total | 
amount he must pay the Govern- | 
ment in taxes and surtaxes. An-| 
|other strong feature of the  per- 


the film colony were greeted with | 


gentle chiding as they strutted down 
the aisles, while the proletariat up- 
stairs reveled in the chastising. 

Film players are people. Some of 
them observe the amenities of 
Civilization and some insist on mug- 
ging 24 hours a day. The muggers 
are a pest to stage players and gen- 
erally delay the rise of the curtain 
until 9 o'clock, to give them time to 
strut. Even then, the first act. is 
Tuined by whispers as an ermine 
wrap muscles in and tramples over a 
qerd of bunions in the third row. In 
walks Miss Mink and Mrs. Emeralds, 
accompanied by oh’s and ah's, and 
a drama goes on with a flat tire. 

li Was popular stunt in the old 

.udeville days, whittling a quip at 
~ le expense of a late customer. John 


Barr 

hem in os, Deen bearing down | recently written operetta with a 
Show, and/ military theme opening soon in 
sprinkling | Zurich and another debuting shortly 


on them in his Chicago 
come the Lunts, 


(Continued on page 53) 


centage plan is that it would pre- 


| vent the burning up of talent and 


eliminate the crowding of playdates | 
on films having the same stars. 
Further advantage to the screen 
player, as presently viewed, is that it 
would prolong his life in pictures. 


NEW STRAUS OPERETTAS 


Celebrating French Citizenship with 
One Dedicated to Allies 


Paris, Dec. 12. 

Oscar Straus is planning an op- 
eretta with a military theme to be 
dedicated to the Allies in celebra- 
tion of his recently acquired French 
citizenship. 

He’s also writing some new songs 
for Allied soldiers to sing, has a 


in Bordeaux. 


RADIO CAUSED IT 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Serious trend of world events dur- 
ing the past few years, pointed up by 
radio commentators, has catapulted 
the platform lecture industry in the 
United States to boom proportions. 
Shooting into top money brackets 
are such insighters on affairs as for- 
eign correspondent H. R. Knicker- 
bocker, writer Thomas Mann, former 
First Lord of the British Admiralty 
Alfred Duff Cooper, military expert 
George Fielding Eliot, and such ex- 
ploitable names as Archduke Felix 
of Austria and William Patrick Hit- 
ler, nephew of Herr Adolph. [Both 
of the latter are anti-Nazi in their 
spiels.] 

With the business this season in 
its biggest boom since pre-war days, 
Dorothy Thompson is causing man- 
agers to tear their hair. 
greater demand for rostrum appear- 

(Continued on page 55) 


Equity in Move To 
Investigate 4A’s, 
Its Parent Union 


Equity has moved to investigate its 
parent union, the Associated Actors 
& Artistes of America. 
purpose of the action isn’t disclosed, 
Philip Loeb, chairman of the probe 
committee, has informed Four A's 


FEES 


Catapults Platform Per- 
formers Into Their Top 
Season — Mrs. Longworth 
at $1,200 a Talk — Eve 
Curie’s $1,000 — Dorothy 
Thompson Refuses $3,000, 


While the | § 
, ing 


Gish Cavalcade 
Film, By and With 


Them In It 


50 Years Off 


Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 

Gilbert Seldes, chief of tele- 
vision for CBS, speaking at the 
fifth annual Variety Club ban- 
quet here Sunday (10), said 
television would never replace 
pictures as they are different en- 
tertainment media. 

‘And it will be at least 50 
years before we will have tele- 
vision perfected,’ Seldes said. 

‘About the same time that 
they’ll be making pictures in 
New York,’ was the retort of 
former Gotham Mayor James J. 
Walker, who acted as toastmas- 
ter. 


Screenplay which will be a com- 
bination history of the motion pic- 
ture industry and a biography of 
David Wark Griffith is being written 
by Lillian Gish and Griffith. Miss 
Gish declares that the director and 
producer, now 60, will appear in the 
film, and that she may take a role in 
it also. 

Arrangements for production have 
not been completed yet, according to 
Miss Gish, but it is possible that she 
and Griffith will be co-producers. 
Distribution for the picture, to be 
called ‘Silver Glory,’ hasn’t been de- 
cided. 


Work on the screenplay is about 
half completed. It was interrupted 
when Miss Gish came east about a 
month ago in connection with the 


Radio and Band 


Namesin Putsch 
Fair Dates 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Standard agencies, handling radio, 
variety and orchestra talent, made 
their biggest putsch into the fair 


on a terrific drive for business and 
| bookings at the annual convention 
| of Fairs and Expositions here. Such 
| offices as Music Corp. of America, 
| William Morris, General Amusement 
|; and Consolidated Radio Artists had 
| setups at the Sherman Hotel to show 
| their wares and were buttonholing 
| fair secretaries to get them to signa- 
ture for radio, orchestra and vaude 
j talent for their grandstand shows 
| instead of the traditional circus and 
outdoors attractions. 

Fair secretaries were not unre- 
sponsive, manifesting a decided lean- 
toward the more publicized, 


| nationally-known variety talent as a 


officials that Equity desires to study | 


the revisions in the Four A's finan- 
cial setup, particularly in regard to 


Equity’s relations with its parent | Considerable progress in 


organization. 

Matter may come to a head at the 
meeting this afternoon (Wednesday) 
of the Four A's international board, 
on which Loeb is an Equity repre- 
sentative. Expected that as chair- 

(Continued on page 53) 


Harry Carey and Kids’ Act 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Harry Carey hits the road in two 
weeks with his son Dobey, 17, and his 
daughter Cappy, 15, in a stage skit 
written by himself. 
Tour opens in Dallas, Texas, and 


| on acrobatics 


replacement for the rather nameless 
circus acts with their strict emphasis 
as entertainment. 
MCA and the Morris agency made 
snagging 
(Continued on page 53) 


BERGEN IN THE COIN 


Options Have Hiked Ventriloquist’s 
Salary to Reported $6,000 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Edgar Bergen’s new option with J. 
Walter Thompson for the Chase & 
Sanborn program will net him 
around $6,000 a week even though 
the java show will have its running 


engagement of her sister, Dorothy, 
for ‘Mornings at Seven,’ legiter cur- 
rently on Broadway. Writing will 
| be continued when Miss Gish re- 
turns to the Coast shortly. Myron 
Brinig, pro scribbler, is aiding Miss 
Gish and Griffith on the technical 
end. 

The former screenplayer declared 
that the history of the industry, as 
unreeled via the activity of Griffith, 
will be handled in a much more seri- 
ous vein than 20th Century-Fox em- 
ployed in the recently-released ‘Hol- 
lywood Cavalcade.’ She said it will 
start back with Griffith in his youth 
in Kentucky, carrying him through 
| his first job as a mail-room helper 


In far | and outdoors field last week, putting | on his brother’s newspaper, his work 


;as a reporter on the Louisville 
| Courier-Journal, and then his intro- 
duction to stock, by which path he 


(Continued on page 14) 


Paul Whiteman Orch 
With Rooney-Garland 
For M-G Filmusical 


A Metro filmusical is in the brew- 
| ing whereby Paul Whiteman and his 
| orchestra join Mickey Rooney and 
| Judy Garland as co-stars. Abe Last- 


| fogel (William Morris agency) hag 
| been 


handling the preliminaries, 
Whiteman would take his entire 
crew to the Coast including Joan Ed- 
wards and Bob Hannon, latter a new 
tenor succeeding Clark Dennis. 

The maestro’s last major film work 
was ‘The King of Jazz,’ a pioneer 
filmusical a decade or so ago for 
Universal. 

Warner Bros. has set Whiteman for 
four weeks at the Broadway Strand 
Feb. 5 in combination with ‘The 
Fighting 69th,’ figuring cn the two 
to offset Lent. The booking igs 
strictly with an eye to beat the pre- 
Easter inroads, counting on a full 


time cut in half starting Jan. 7. 
Understood another boost in 1941 | 
will put him in the top coin bracket | 
with Jack Benny. 

Bergen will do his customary two! 


carries through the south, midwest 
and east. 


spots with Charlie McCarthy on the! 
new half hour setup. y 


' month for both stage and picture. 


Whiteman is set for other vaud- 
filmers right after Jan. 7 when the 
band lays off for 10 doays: foHowing 
the completion of its Hotel New 
Yorker, N. Y., engagement. Bob 
Crosby succeeds at the Hitz hostelry. 
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‘Messy’ Universal Pictures’ Labor 


Case Comes Up Before the House 


In Probe of the 


Washington, Dec. 12. 


Airing of strange procedure in) 


Hollywood labor problems is on the 
schedule for the House of Represen- | 


fatives probe into enforcement of the 
Wagner Act and operations of the 
National Labor Relations Board. 
Initial mention of film matters 
came Monday (11), without detailed 
explanation, when the Congressional 
investigators led by Representative 
Howard Smith of Virginia received | 
# memorandum from NLRB files 
terming the ‘Universal Pictures case’ 
one of the ‘messy’ affairs typifying 
unhealthy conditions. The office 
communication was authored by Dr. | 
William Leiserson, newest appointee, 
who took the seat formerly held by | 
Donald Wakefield Smith, a one-time 
counsel for American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers. | 
Just what Leiserson referred to— | 
even what case he had in mind— | 
remained obscure as the New Deal 
choice to straighten out the NRLB 
muddle opened the hearing in the 
role of star witness and chief com- 
plainant. Attaches of the board pro- 


fessed to lack knowledge of the inci- ; 


dent, denying they ever saw the 
memorandum dealing with irregular- 
ities in administrative procedure. 

‘U. Case Smelled’ | 


‘I have nothing to add to my mem- 
orandum of July 26 except to say 
that I agree with your statement at 
the conference Wednesday afternoon 
that the Universal Pictures case 
smelled,’ Leiserson was revealed to 
have written board chairman J. War- 
ren Madden on July 26. 


The reference could have ini to 
several matters, but there was no 
way of knowing since the interroga- 
tion did not get around to this docu- 
ment snatched from board files by 
committee sleuths. It was noted that 
Leiserson did not join the NLRB 
until nearly a year after the biggest 
film case, that involving petition of 
Screen Writers Guild for recognition 
by major studios, was settled. No 
single case against Universal could 
be recalled, while NLRB spokesmen 


said it would require a _ lengthy 
search of their records to discover 
all possible instances which could 


have been meant. 


With the Smith Committee due to 
sit for 10 days, it is expected various 
film labor matters will receive atten- 
tion. For all files of the Los Angeles 
regional office, containing numerous 
complaints from Hollywood unions, 
have been subpoenaed by undercover 
men who also have been digging for 
weeks into NLRB headquarters rec- 
ords. Hearings on the West Coast 
later in the winter have been ten- 
tatively scheduled, and more exhaus- 
tive discussion of producers’ difficul- 
ties under the Wagner Act is due 
then. 


POMMER TO COAST TO 
START HIS 1ST RKO 


Erich Pommer, who has been in 
New York for nearly a month look- 
ing over scripts and talent, left for 
the Coast over the weekend to start 
the first production on his contract 
with RKO. 

Pommer and Charles Laughton, 
who are in partnership in Mayflowe1 


Productions, their picture organiza- 
tion in England, signatured separate 


producing and player pacts 
RKO several weeks ago. 


with 


Metro New-Deais Borzage 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Metro gave Frank Borzage a new 
director contract. 
He takes a 
next assignment. 


H’wood’s Chest Contrib 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Motion picture division of Com- 


munity Chest campaign, headed by | 


Harry M. Warner, has turned in con- 
tributions of $108,037 to date. 

Further subscriptions will be 
turned over to the Chest as fast as 
they are collected. 


vacation before his | 


Wagner Act-NLRB 


Monks and Finkelhoffe’s 
Metro Deal, Stage Tuner 


John Monks, Jr., and Fred Finkel- 
hoffe, who returned from the Coast 
last week for a month’s vacation, 
will probably go back to Metro on a 
40-week writer-director deal with 
Arthur Freed and Roger Edens, with 
whom they did the forthcoming 
tuner, ‘Strike Up the Band.’ 

Authors of ‘Brother Rat’ and 
‘Brother Rat and the Baby’ are also 
Gickering 
tion for their musical, ‘Finger in the 
Pie,” for which Charles Gaynor sup- 
plied the score. They have another 


partly completed comedy script, but 
aren't doing any further work on it | 


at present. 


With Europe Now at War, 


Propose New Copyright 


Law for the Americas 


mittee on Study of Copyright of the 
American Committee on Intellectual 


Cooperation of League of Nations). 


Committee members, 


copyright, 
posers, 


including authors, 
publishers, picture 
panies, broadcasters, recorders, 
have been meeting on 
Two or 
before Congress gathers. 
ington last week to 
State Department officials. 
Idea is to reconcile as far 
groups, then present the 
by all 
at least 


portions of the 
some points in 


theoretically ready for passage. 
After nearly a year of work, 


complete draft was finally approved | 


for a Broadway produc- 


representing 
the various interests concerned with 
com- 
com- 
etc., 
the subject. 
three more will take place 
Another 
group of industry reps visited Wash- | 
huddle with 


as pos- 
sible the viewpoints of the various 
resulting | 
bill to the Senate with the approval 
industry of 

the draft. | 
It is generally conceded that certain | 
clauses will be disputed by various 
groups, but those can be taken up in 
Senate committee hearings and the 
parts approved by all groups will be 


KENT, WOBBER REVIEW 
20TH SELLING PLANS 


| 

| 

| Hollywood, Dee. 12. 

| Sidney Kent, Herman Wobber, 
Sydney Towell, treasurer, 
Charles E. McCarthy arrived at the 
20th-Fox studio Monday (11) for 
ieonfabs with Darryl Zanuck and 
other execs on forthcoming produc- 
tions; roadshow plans for ‘The Blue- 


and | 


Wednesday, December 13, 1939 


Kennedy Sees 85%, Coin Withdrawal 
From England Under New j Agreement 


Metro’s ‘Florian’ Film | | 
ican film companies of as high as 


Keeps Baronova in U. Ss. /85% of their current income is seen 
‘by Ambassador Joseph P. Kennedy 


Irina Baronova, premiere ballerina | 


bird,; and releasing arrangements 
for ‘Grapes of Wrath’ and ‘Little | 
Old New York.’ 

Next season's product won't be) 
discussed in detail until the next) 
session after the first of the year. 


ZaSu Pitts Brings Up 
Another Knotty Tax 
Problem for U.S. Court 


Washington, Dec. 12. 


Another legal headache involving 
technique used by film couples to 
| simplify their marital and monetary 
problems is on the doorstep of the 
LU. S. Supreme Court. Review of 
rulings by the Treasury and Board 
of Tax Appeals was requested by 


; as possible under the recent agree- 
of Col. de Basil's Ballet Russe, is not | 
accompanying the troupe on its ment he helped negotiate with Oliver 


Hard ide h 
Australian tour. Dancer is currently | 


working in Metro’s ‘Florian’ on the from 
Coast and could not sail with other | 3 
| London last week that he based his 
members of the ballet last week. It | 
; | ptimism on the fact that the 50% 
has previously been figured she'd removal permitted in the pact is fig- 
oe in time to go with | ured not on current income, but on 
average of what was taken out of 
Now planning to stay in the U. S.| Eneland during the past three years, 
after ‘Florian’ is wound up, Mlle. | On this basis, he declared, Amer- 
Baronova is understood to have re- | ican producers. stand not only to 


ceived overtures to join the Ballet | 
‘ profit by the difference in exchange 
Russe de Monte Carlo if she doesn't | value (about 20%), but also to suffer 


do any other pictures. She was with as little as ossibl y 
the Monte Carlo troupe before the de | | grosses, pessinte On reduced 
Basil outfit split off from it ‘Florian’ | Speaking of the quota provisions, 


is her Gret ecreen effort. | sennedy said there will definitely be 
{no change for six months. (B. of 
| T.’s recent ruling declared no change 


Heavy Selling Campaign pe mace, at Ape 
In U. S., Par’s Answer 


7.aSu Pitts (Woodall) in latest move 


to dodge deficiency assessments 
| topping $15,000. 


Correctness of rulings by the| 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and 
the Board of Tax Appeals is re- 
quested by the comedienne, whose 


With the convening of congress fen 
next January, a proposed new do- trouble dates back to her divorce 
mestie copyright bill will be intro- from Thomas S. Gallery, Los An- 
duced in the Senate under the Seles sports promoter to whom she 
sponsorship of the Shotwell com-| Was married more than a decade. 
mittee (officially called the Com- Question is much the same as that 


presented in appeal of Corinne 
Griffith Marshall, who lost out in a 
move to save money via California’s 
community property law. 
In the newest piece of film colony | 
tax litigation, the highest court is 
asked to rule whether an oral agree- 
ment to split earnings can supersede 
a written pact under which each 
member of the family is given full 
right to his own earnings. Mrs. 
Woodall had signed a property set- 
tlement in 1932, anticipating her 
divorce, providing that separate in- 
comes were separate property, but 
later they agreed to put all earnings 
into the same pot even though they 
were waiting for the decree to be- 
come final. Held that since she and 
her ex-husband were living apart, 
the money could not be lumped. 
Throwing out the individual re- 
turns in which combined earnings 
were divvied, the Internal Revenue 
Bureau demanded the actress pay an 
additional $11,531 for 1932 and $3,864 
\for that part of 1933 before the 


divorce became final. 


In arguing that the Government’s | 


last summer by representatives of construction of the law is unfair, | 
all interested elements in the in-| counsel for the actress said much of 
dustry. But when the approved | her income was used to pay Gal- 


draft was taken back to the various 


groups, such as broadcasting com- 
panies, film companies, publishers, 
etc., there were violent objections | 


to certain points, 


so a large part of 


lery’s expenses, while the couple lost 
money in enterprises he promoted. 


Sturgis’ Par Deal | 


‘tended by Barney Balaban, Stanton 


entirely on how the war is going at 
that time. He said it is not at all 
impossible that American film com- 
panies will be able to turn out their 
required quantity of product in 

_ Hollywe d, Dec. 43. | Britain despite the war as the Eng- 
Heavy selling campaign in the! jj.) government, he added, is doing 
U. S. to offset the shrinkage of world everything in its power to muster 


that, he declared, but it will depend 
To Foreign Shrinkage 


picture markets was approved by the necessary manpower from the 
Paramount biggies at a meeting at- | 2™™Y and provide other facilities 
for picture-making. Kennedy said 


that several English companies now 
working are not experiencing too 
much difficulty, and as the operation 
of running the war becomes more 
routine, film production will be still 


Griffis, John Hicks, Jr., Russell Hol- 
man, Y. Frank Freeman and William 
Le Baron. 


‘Experience has taught us,’ Balaban 


‘ easier, 
said, ‘that newspaper and magazine 
advertising, in connection with in- 
ee : The ambassador was met at the 
> oe a on. 
telligent exploitation, brings the big trans-Atlantic seaplane base, Port 


gest returns, both for the studio and Washington. L. I.. by Will Hays and 


for our exhibitors, This is particu- ‘a delegation from the Motion Pic- 
larly true under a “newly adopted ture Producers and Distributors As- 
policy’ of coordinating advertising sociation. He is a former film exec 
and distribution. Under this policy and has been active from the start 


the showing of our pictures in suffi- 
cient key spots in advance of general 
release enables us to judge our prod- 
uct and intensify advertising behind 
each picture for boxoffice results.’ | 


of hostilities in attempts to restore 
normalcy to film exhibition and dis- 
tribution in England. 

Kennedy said he would retire from 
public office when his present job 
is done and, inasmuch as he has a 
deep interest in films, it is not con- 


Paramount prez also checked and 
approved plans under way for con- 


struction of the new studios in west sidered unlikely that he might be 
Los Angeles. tempted back into the industry. He 
a was vague about future plans, how- 

ever, saying he expected to spend 

L. A. TO N. , a the next five vears ‘watching my 


Barney Balaban. family grow up.’ He is in the U. S. 
Mickey Black. to report to the President certain 
Nate Blumberg. things inconvenient to put in cables, 
Jack Cohn. and will return to England after the 
Claudette Colbert. holidays. 

J. Cheever Cowdin. Coin Pact Viewed As OK 

E. V. Durling. 


ieee While the $17,500,000, maximum 
Harry Edington, amount the seven U. S. major com- 
David Fleischer. panies can expect to take oui of 
Corey Ford. Great Britain in the year starting 


Barney Gerard. last October, is considerably short 


the agreement was virtually tossed | Stanton Griffis, of the full amount realized from dis- 
On the ash heap and had to be Edith Head. tribution there, it's viewed as good 
taken up all over again by the com- Hollywood, Dec. 12. John W. Hicks, Jr, as could be expected considering the 
mittee. Most of the groups were Preston Siurgis bowed as a Para- Jack Hively. eiais problem “Also, it's an improve- 
willing to let the draft go through Mount writer-producer when ‘Down Russell Holman. n ent over the earlier drastic pro- 
pretty much as it stood, but the film) Went McGinty’ hit cameras vyester- Charles Leonard. . sale f allow in y only 20% “net 
and radio interests balked at whole- | day (Monday). Fred Meyers, ith il 

sale portions. | Film also brings out Brian Don- | Jimmy McHugh. | The ‘$17. 500, 000 maximum amount 
Original idea of the sponsored new | levy as a star, James Roosevelt. remaining frozen in England may be 
bill was to modernize the domestie |! | James Saphier, used for includ- 


copyright situation, so 
could join with foreign countries it 


bringing the international copyright 


the U. S. 


-| Laemmle Estate Sued 


t Los Angeles, Dec. 12 
agreements (known as the Berne Claim of $214,000, based on “a 
convention) into line and forming a} promissory notes. was filed against 
standard set of copyright laws’| the Carl Laemmle estate by the 
throughout the world. With lead-| Bank of America. Estate’s execu- 
ing European countries at war, how- | tors have approved the claim, which 


ever, that plan will have to be helc 
in abeyance for several years, s¢ 
the idea is now to work out a prac 
tical agreement to cover copyrigh 
relations between the North 
South American countries. 


and 


1; is secured by 19 U. S., 


Treasury 


)| bonds with a face value of $230.000. | 


- | Executors were granted court per- 


t' mission to sell 450 shares of common | 


at the cur- | 
rent market price, about $20,000. 


stock in five corporations 


Dave Rose's quota plan. . 
Paris stage into stride. 
Shift to Aussie may be ieee by 

Yank film boom in Australia.... 
CBS's Hollywood package idea. . 

Ben Bernie renewed 
Chas. 


Other News — to Pictures 


Page 15 
24 
24 
24 


Br itish. pi> 


| Erich Pommer. 


various 
ing film production, 


purposes, 


Jelles 
Orson Welle Ss. it was pointed 


nia out this week by foreign department 

N. Y to L A executives in N. Y. The British : ei 

: ernment will make rulings, howeve) 

Laurence Beilenson, On what dispensation may be made 
Harry D. Buckley. of the money. 


Pat Casey. 
Bennett Cerf, 
Paul Graetz. 


It is entirely possible that part of 
the money belonging to various 
American majors, with official g0v- 


Edmund Grainger ernment okay, may be used on ed 

als 
Mrs. Hal Horne. tain circuit and production deals. 
Osa Johnson, This angle is held responsible for 


Sol Lesser. 
Fred Pelton. 


revival of talk that 20th-Fox or 
Metro, might resume negotiations to 
obtain control of Gaumont-British, 
which has extensive holdings in Eng- 
land. 


Jean Rogers, 
Frank Swann. 
Norbert Wilcox. 


Rep, Mono Coin Deals 
Danny Winkler. 


bic Although not definitely set, it Js 
probable that both Republic and 


SAILINGS Monogram, the two independent dis- 


tributing companies not included in 


Dec. 14 (New York to Genoa) Isa the stipulation of the 
Miranda, Alexander Korda, Basil |@™ment on frozen money, will 
| Black (Rex), able to withdraw half of their av 


‘erage take from Great Britain over 


Dec. 6 ‘Los Angeles to Sydney) the last three years. Monogram is 


Tamara Toumanova, Tatiana Ria- | 


; Britain by 
bouchinska, Paul  Petroff, David represented 
| Lischine, Natascha Sobinova, Alex- Pathe Pictures, Ltd., while i \ta- 
Denisova, Ludmila Lvova, | British Lion as its repre 
Andahazy, Boris Belsky, 
| Antal Dorati, Alberto Alonzo, Anton | ares 
| Vilassoff, Serge Ismailoff, Tania. 
| Orlova; Igor Schezoff, Max Gober-| ARRIVAL 


' mann (Mariposa). Robert T. Kane.’ 
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Neely or Not, Single Pic Deals 


On the Upbeat in Twin Cities 


Minneapolis, Dec. 12. 

Major distributors here apparently 
are getting further and further away 
from blockbooking, even without 
Neely bill passage. Never before has 
there been so much offering of in- 
dividual pictures for sale. Independ- 
ent neighborhood exhibitors in the 
Twin Cities can buy such pictures as 
‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ and 
‘Gulliver's Travels’ singly; and while 
top prices are being asked, the deals 
nevertheless are being favorably re- 
ceived by the trade. 


General feeling among the indies 
is that they can afford to pay con- 
siderably more for outstanding films, 
and are better off doing it, if they 
don't have to buy the whole deal in 
order to get the pictures in question. 
Price set by Columbia for ‘Smith’ is 
a new high for the company in the 
Twin Cities. The exhibitor must pay 
a sum equivalent to the largest 
amount that the most expensive re- 
lease of any company has cost him. 

The arguments of Harry Brandt, 
president of ITOA of New York, 
against the Neely bill at the recent 
conference in Chicago failed to make 
any impression on W. A. Steffes, 
president of Northwest Allied, and 
three other officials of the organiza- 
tion who attended the meeting. 

With Northwest Allied already 
‘strongly’ on record in the 


by the body at this time, Steffes be- 
lieves. 
No Like ‘Wind’ Terms 

Charging that Metro ‘is attempt- 
ing to ‘dictate’ how they should 
‘run’ their theatres, their admis- 

sion prices and their rate of re- 
turn, and also trying to impose ‘ob- 
noxious’ percentage terms on them, 
Twin City independent exhibitors, 
members of Northwest Allied, have 
gone on record to refuse to buy 
‘Gone With the Wind.’ Called to- 
gether by president W. A. Steffes to 
take a stand, they declared them- 
selves ‘unalterably opposed’ to 
Metro's announced ‘Gone’ terms and 
conditions.” A _ resolution unani- 
mously adopted stated that ‘We, 
individually, will refuse to play this 
or any other picture, sold on similar 
terms and conditions.’ 

The independents 
stand to make no further exception, 
after this season, of Metro in the 
matter of four 40% percentage pic- 
tures on the regular contracts, but 
to buy product flat, the same as that 
of every other company or not at 
all. 

In their discussion, the indies con- 
tended that ‘the next development’ 
may be an ultimatum from the dis- 
tributors that return on their in- 
vestments should be limited to 6% 
and that high percentage pictures 
would be the rule rather than ex- 
ception ‘if Metro gets away with this 
‘Gone With the Wind’ demand.’ 


Steffes asserted that he would call | 


entire membership together after 
Jan. 1 to join the Twin City section 
in its stand. 


One of Brandt’s Group 
Buys WB Independently 


In the midst of an attack uvon 
Warner sales policies by Harry 
Brandt, president of the Independent 
Theatre Owners Assn. of New York, 
the Kaybern circuit has 
away from Brandt and closed a deal 
with WB for the- 1939-40 season. 
Brandt, through ITOA buying pow- 
er, has been handling the purchasing 
of film for this circuit up to now. 

Kaybern chain, headed by Ben 
Knoble and Joe Katsh, took the en- 
tire Warner lineup, including feat- 
ures, shorts and trailers. Theatres 
are Eagle, Park Lane, Schuyler, De- 
catur, Monroe, Bedford and Green- 
wich, all in New York; Liberty, 
Poughkeepsie, and the Embassy, Mt. 
Vernon, N. Y, 

Ed Schnitzer, eastern district man- 
ager for Warner Bros., negotiated the 
deal with Katsh. 

: Brandt broadside against Warners, 
aking a strong stab at Grad Sears, 


‘the company’s policies for '39-40_ 


“enerally, and the forthcoming Sears 
sales drive, to begin Dec. 25, is hint- 


(Continued on page 16) 


bill's | 
favor, there will be no further action | 


reaffirmed 


broken | 


Guilds and Neely 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Eddie Mannix, Metro studio 
chief, conferred today (Tuesday) 
with heads of the three talent 
Guilds on the necessity of their 
cooperation in producers’ 
fight against the Neely bill. 
Harry Brandt, prez of Indepen- 
dent Theatre Owners of New 
York, who is visiting here, ex- 
plained the Neely setup to the 
group. 

Among those present were 
Frank Capra, repping Screen 
Directors Guild; Kenneth Thom- 
son, Screen Actors Guild; Ralph 
Block, Screen Writers Guild. 
Some plan of action will be 
worked out, it was said, for a 
united front to block passage of 
the Neely measure at the next 
session of Congress. 


RELEASE BIOFF: 
EXTRADITION 
STALLS 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 


| The writ of habeas corpus on Willie 
| Bioff, wanted by the Illinois state 
authorities on an old pandering 
charge, was dismissed today (Tues- 
day) here by Judge Wilbur Curtis. 
Failing to send on the necessary 
papers from Springfield, IIl., the lo- 
}cal court freed the film labor leader. 
|! He had been out on $1,000 bail since 
| his arrest Nov. 23. 
| Former Illinois state senator Abe 
Marovitz, Chicago counsel for Bioff, 
came here to represent him. Judge 
Curtis ruled that, not having been 
served with the necessary papers by 
the State of Illinois, he must release 
the union official. 

Judge Wilbur observed 


| 
| 


it evi- 


FIGHT SUIT 


Film Biz Will Learn Some- 
thing About Fancy Salaries 
When Anti-Trust Suit in 
N. Y. Comes to Bat 


$8,000,000 LEGAL BILL 


A legal bill, variously estimated at 
between $6,000,000 and $8,000,000 will 
be handed to the film industry as the 
cost of defending the Government’s 
anti-trust action in the federal court 
of the Southern District of Ww 
York which is penciled in on the 
docket for trial some time between 
February and May, next year. 

In a business where four figure 
sums for weekly compensation for 
stars, directors and executives are 
not unusual, the experience of pay- 
ing top legal talent from $2,500 to 
$4,000 a day for court appearances 
is likely to be a new thrill in the 
entertainment field. When, as and 
if Thurman Arnold, assistant U. S. 
attorney-general, finally gets one of 
his pet anti-trust actions before the 


court he and the Department of Jus- | 


tice prosecutors will be opposed by 
costly counsel. 
Importance of the outcome of the 


proceedings is said to justify the ex- | 
tensive efforts of the film companies 
legal 


in building up high-powered 


| dences that the Illinois authorities | 


,are not interested in extraditing 
| Bioff, as was first presumed, 


Stalling Bioff’s Extradition 
Chicago, Dec. 12. 
| State Senator Abe Marovitz, at- 
torney for Willie Bioff in his fight 
against extradition from California, 
to serve the remainder of his six 
months’ prison sentence on a pander- 
ing conviction, is due back here this 
week after a lightning trip to the 
Coast to huddle with his client. The 
reported purpose of his Coast trip 
'was to bring pressure on California 


| authorities to refuse extradition. 
Before going to Hollywood, Mar- 
ovitz had asked Governor Henry C. 
Horner of Illinois for a hearing on 
the Bioff matter before he signed the 
order okaying the court’s mandate 
requesting the return of the union 
representative to serve the balance 
of his prison term. 


| fice feels that this hearing, set for 
| Dec. 19, can bring out no new evi- 
dence or altered circumstances that 
| would warrant holding up the order 
| for Bioff’s extradition. 

That is particularly the attitude in 
view of Bioff’s police record subse- 
quent to the pandering conviction 
while he was still in Chicago, after 
getting out of prison on appeal. This 
appeal was later turned down, but 
Bioff never was returned to prison 
to serve the balance of his sentence. 
It has never been disclosed just how 
he avoided going back to jail. 


Stoll Prez of W. E. 


Clarence G. Stoll was elected pres- 
ident of Western Electric at yester- | 
day’s (Tuesday) meeting of the) 
board of directors, succeeding Edgar 
S. Bloom, who retires Dec. 31. 

Stoll has been v.p. in charge of, 
operations since 1928 and has been | 


with W.E. for 36 years. i 


armaments to withstand the Govern- 
As the main issue | 


ment’s complaint. 
of the proceedings will be the le- 


gality of present company activities 
in the fields of production, distribu- | 


tion and exhibition, victory for the 
Government would mean divorce- 
ment of theatre operations from 
other functions —a consequence 
which managements of every com- 
pany is determined to combat to the 
finish. 

Justification for the assembling of 


topflight legal talent is found in the | 


issues at stake. Victory over the 


Government also is regarded as es- | 


sential in view of the burden of 
anti-trust and restraint of trade ac- 
tions which, within the past year, 
has mounted to a serious threat 
against the industry. The New York 
suit, although regarded as the most 
important because of the breadth of 
the bill of complaint, is only one of 
scores of actions pending throughout 
the country. 

The Department of Justice has filed 
suits in several sections in which in- 
dependent circuit Operators are 


|} named as co-defendants with the ma- 


jor film companies. Also there are 
scores of actions instituted against 
two or more film companies by inde- 
pendent theatres. 

200 Days in Court? 


Based upon similar suits brought 


by the Government against other in- | 


dustries, it is regarded as likely that 
the New York proceedings will re- 
quire at least 200 court days. The 
documentary aspects of the trial will 
be unique so far as any comparable 
film industry action is concerned. 


| Since the complaint against the ma- 


It was at first | 
understood the State’s attorney’s of- | 


jor companies was filed in the sum- 
mer of 1938, the job of collecting 


and assembling data in refutation of | 
the charges has been going on with- 


out interruption. 

It is reliably reported that at the 
present time there are approximately 
150 trained investigators engaged in 
obtaining affidavits and evidence to 
meet conspiracy charges. Letter and 
business files of every film exchange 
in the country operated by the ma- 
jor companies have been searched 
for corroboratory data. Scores of 
former employes of film exchanges 
have been interviewed, 
dreds of film bookers and theatre 
managers have been questioned. 
When the case finally is brought for 
hearing, nothing in the nature of 
defense will have been overlooked 
or neglected by the film companies. 

John W. Davis, Thomas D. Thacher 
and Col.. William J. Donovan are 


| three of the trial lawyers, complete 
‘list of whom is likely to reach 30 or) 


35, who will be retained on a daily | 
(Continued on page 54) j 


and hun- | 


SALARIES 


Small’s Prod. Curtailment Keynotes 
UA Unit Roster; Expect Fewer Films 


Than Promised Due Conditions 


Schenck’s Coast Visit 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Nicholas M. Schenck arrived here 
for ‘Gone with the Wind’ press pre- 
view tonight (Tuesday ). 
Studio confabs are also scheduled 
before he returns east. 


! 


ROOSEVELTS 
PREZ TITLE; 
SOLO SOON 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

James Roosevelt was elected presi- 
dent of Samuel Goldwyn Studios, 
|Inc., in addition to his current job 
|as v.p. of Samuel Goldwyn Produc- 
' tions, Inc. His option has been lifted 
| for one year. 
| Roosevelt refused to comment on 
the report that he intends to become 
an indie producer, but Goldwyn is 
known to be negotiating to bring 
two more production units into the 
studio. Belief is that one of these 
| units will be Roosevelt’s. 
| Elliott Roosevelt is not interested 
| in films. He is merely coming here 
|in an endeavor to get the Warner 
Bros. station to affiliate with his 
network. 

The Goldwyn Studios operating 
company handles. studio rentals 
strictly and has nothing to do with 
production. He’s due in New York 
next week and will probably an- 
nounce his new production affilia- 
tions then. 


HAWKS’ HEMINGWAY 


| 
| 


Commitment by Edward Small to 
do six films for United Artists re- 
lease on the 1939-40 calendar will 
not be carried out, it was said this 
week, a condition which seems likely 
to prevail also with other UA pro- 
ducers. At least one and perhaps 
two films on the Small schedule will 
be carried over to 1940-41. Pro- 
ducer hasn't delivered any films for 
the current season as yet. 

Studio is now at work on ‘My Son,’ 
which will be completed shortly. It 
is also shooting ‘Kit Carson,’ with 
‘Son of Monte Cristo’ to follow in 
January or February. Stories haven't 
even been selected beyond that, and 
it is held unlikely that more than 
one or two additional films will be 
turned out. 

Loss of income due to the war in 
Europe is said by the Small office 
in New York to be responsible for 
the cut in promised quantity. With 
financing, under the independent 
producer setup of UA, made difficult 
when domestic income can’t be guar- 
anteed to cover costs, slash is the 
only thing possible except for the 
richest of the indies. 

Unless conditions in Europe change, 
prospect of other UA producers fol- 
| lowing Small in whittling down 
their promised turnout seems very 
likely. A number of them are con- 
siderably behind schedule and unless 
there’s a sudden spurt in early spring 
it will be virtually impossible to 
fulfill commitments. Seems likely 
; that the total UA output will come 
nearer 33 pictures for the season 
than the 39 promised from 11 proe- 
ducers. Latter figures Include four 
Laurel and Hardys to be made under 
the Hal Roach banner. 

How They Line Up 

In almost equally behind-schedule 
state as Small is Alexander Korda 
with five promised and only one de- 
livered, ‘Lion Has Wings.’ He’s 
about to start another featuring the 
English fleet, however, and ‘Thief of 
Bagdad’ will be completed in two 


FOR INDIE PIC 


Howard Hawks planed last night 
(Tuesday) for Florida, where he'll 
huddle with Ernest Hemingway 
| about an original screen story the 
‘latter has tentatively agreed to do. 
| It's an indie venture by Hawks. 

' During his week’s stay in New 


York the director had several story | 
No con- |} 
| tracts were signed on the latter deal | 


confabs with Ben Hecht. 


and Hawks stated that the picture | 
might or might not be made in the | 
east, where Hecht and George Jes- | 


| sel are planning a film producing | 


setup. 


Hawks has no future commitments | 


|; at present, but hupes to get some- | 


; thing underway after the holidays, 
with the studio and releasing setup 
to be decided later. 
Hollywood after three of four days 
in Florida. 


Hays Meeting to Appraise 
Foreign Film Situation 
December quarterly meeting of the 
Hays office directorate 1s schedulea 
for next Wed. (20). It will 
the first time directors of the Mo-| 
tion Picture Producers & Distribu- 
_tors have had a chance to give ap-. 
| praisal of the foreign situation since | 
Great Britain decided to freeze 50% | 
of net income collected annually by | 
distributors on the British Isles. Un- | 
| Officially the terms are regarded as | 
‘good as could be expected under the | 
| circumstances.’ | 
Will Hays, head of MPPDA, ar- 
‘rived from the Coast the middle of | 
last week, 


20TH HOLDS POWER 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Tyrone Power was handed new 
three-year contract by 20th-Fox. 
His current picture is ‘Dance With | 
the Devil.’ 


He’ll plane to |}; 


be | || 


months, which won’t put him in bad 
condition considering difficulties of 
working abroad. Sol Lesser-Ernst 
Lubitsch unit have promised three 
| and only start work on ‘Our Town’ 


(Continued on page 14) 
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PICTURES 


Another Postponement in the GN 


Against Hammons, Skirball, Ete. 


+ 

Another postponement, this time | 
until Friday (15), was granted on 
Monday (11) to Earle W. Hammons, 
Grand National prez, to produce the | 
coin with which he has promised to | 
keep the company from falling into | 
the hands of a bankruptcy receiver. 
It was also revealed at the hearing 
that a $10,000,000 action had been | 
filed against Hammons and others 
by two Educational stockholders, 
but, aside from some bickering, this | 
resulted in no change of course by | 
creditors or bankruptcy referee | 
Peter B. Olney, Jr. <A’ previous | 
meeting, at which a third postpone- | 
ment had been granted Hammons | 
was held with creditors in U. S.) 
District Court, N. Y., last Wednes- | 
day (6). 

At the hearing last Wednesday, 
Hammons declared that he had two | 
men, Joe Sussowitz and Alexander | 
Berglas, who were each willing to) 
invest $250,000 in production. Noth-, 
ing further was heard of these men | 
at the latest hearing. However, a. 
new hope was produced in the per- | 
son of Leo Bergere, formerly with | 
Metro in Europe, and recently re- | 
turned to the U. S. with an Eric Von | 
Stroheim picture. Through his at- 
torney, Bergere indicated his wil- | 
lingness to put up $1,000,000 presum- 
ably for production purposes. He | 
plans to get together with Hammons | 
immediately to attempt to work out | 
a deal. | 

Erpi Waiting for RFC 

At the former hearing it was stated | 
that Electrical Research Products, | 
Inc., was waiting for the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation to make a 
move, and vice versa. An attempt) 
was made to get all interested par- 
ties together to see where the deal 
stood. This move failed. Another 
will be made this week. 

Revelation of the $10,000,000 stock- 
holder action was made to the court, 
Hammons declaring it was brought | 
by a stockholder ‘holding $10 worth 
of stock,’ purchased in August. This | 
statement was characterized as ‘an- 
other of the GN president's les’ by 


the attorney for the suing stock- 
holder. 
Patrick Shanahan, heading the} 


creditors’ committee, informed those 
present that granting additional ad- 
journments no longer mattered, as 
the GN cash was exhausted, and 
there was no way to pay the $4,000 
weekly loss. A representative of 
Producers Laboratories, creditors for | 
$5,000, then offered four films to the 


company for distribution, which he 
insisted would turn the red ink to 
black. 

Joseph Dannanberg, representing 


the creditors’ committee, then called 
for liquidation. He was opposed by | 
most all present, and accused of vari- | 
ous nefarious deeds. When the gen- 
eral bickering died down, the referee 
repeated for the third time that if 
something were not done 
would give consideration to an in- 
demnity bond. which none is willing 
to put up. Matters then stood ad- 
journed to Friday, with a creditors’ 
meeting called for that day also. 
Expect Bank Action 

Numerous banks and other 
financial institutions which hold 
stock in Educational! are expected to 
join in the action for $10,000,000 
damages which was filed against 
Earle W. Hammons, president of 
Educational and Grand National 
Films, and 75 other individuals and 
corporations which are alleged to 
have been involved in fraudulent 
deals with the company. 

Claim, filed in N. Y. supreme court 
Monday (11), after service of papers 
on most of the defendants, was 
brought by two minor stockholders, 
F. Regnault Fairchild, of Philadel- 
phia, and Sara Ruth Spewack, of 
New York. They issued an invita- 
tion in their statement of claim for 
other stockholders to join them. 

‘Gross mismanagement, breach of 
fiduciary and other duties, duplicity, | 
fraud, piracy and_ looting’ § are 
charged against the defencants in 
the 35-page claim, one of the largest 
and most sensational in character 
ever filed in N. Y. Twelve, separate | 
causes for the action are listed and 
a demand is made for immediate ap- 
pointment of a receiver to take over 
the affairs of the firm. 

Defendants include Educational 
and all its subsidiary companies (for 
technical reasons only, as these are 


(Continued cn page 16) 


Take a Bow 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Paramount has 80% of its con- 
tract players before the cameras, 
either at home or on loanout to 
other studios, 

Only 12 are without working 
assignments, the year’s low for 
unemployed contractees. 


producer 


| departed 
| after 
soon he! 
sary for 
| He was reassured by other medical 


LEW BROWN ALSO 


GETS N.Y. FILM YEN 


Lew Brown, whose ‘Yokel Boy’ 
musical is current at the Majestic, 
New York, is the latest to put in his 
bid to produce pictures in New 
York in line with Mayor LaGuardia’s 
drive to ‘bring Hollywood east.’ 
Brown talked it over with the Mayor 
yesterday (Tuesday). 

Producer spent some time in 
Hollywood and claims he has financ- 
ing set for film production in the 
east. His first film, if the thing 
eventuates, would be a _ celluloid 
version of ‘Yokel Boy.’ 

Brown last week also stepped in 
of the Casa Manana, 
cabaret-theatre last operated by 
Billy Rose. This spot’s first show 


' under his direction, a straight vaude 


venture, bows in Xmas night (25). 


Savo May Do His Stage 


Role in U’s ‘Syracuse’ 


Jimmy Savo, who opens a stage 
date at the Paramount, N, Y., next 
Wednesday (20), is being sought by 
Universal for a part with the Ritz 


Bros. in the film version of ‘The Boys | 


is still in 
played 


from Syracuse. Matter 
negotiation. The comedian 


'one of the leads in the Rodgers-Hart 
| musical when George Abbott pro- 


duced it on Broadway last season. 
When he was first approached for 


the Paramount stage date, Savo was | 


asked by the agent to take a one- 


|night date at Newburgh, N. Y., to 


‘break in’ the act. He’s been in legit, 
vaude and burlesque for many years. 


BILLY GRADY SCARED 


No 


But Op. Necessary — Talent 
Scout’s Views 

Bill Grady, talent scout for Metro. 
planed into New York last week and 
back fast on Friday (7) 
being scared by doctors into 
believing an operation was neces- 
a kidney stone removal. 


advice and the date with the hos- 
pital was canceled. 

Grady 
phoneys in various towns had been 
using his name to mulct mothers of 


embryo actresses in little theatre 
groups. Metro regards such thea- 


tricals as the most important talent 
source and Grady is encouraging 
such ventures. 


Extended Runs Knocking 
Off Shorts; Making Fewer 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Heavy slash in shorts production 


for 1940-41 js indicated by the cur- 


rent glutted condition of the mar- 


ket. Two cases for the surplus are 


the holdover engagements on many | 


of the important full-length features 
and the increased production of B 
pictures by indie companies. 
Studios producing 100 or more 
briefiies a year have found that some 
of them pay nice profits, but others 


fail to pay negative costs, owing to 


a shortage of playdates, 

Metro is not joining the general 
movement to curtail shorts, take it 
from Fred C. Quimby, head of the 
department at Culver City. Return- 
ing from eastern conferences, Quim- 
by stressed the value of the short in 
balancing theatre programs. Metro 


has completed 48 of its quota of 79 | 


for 1939-40 delivery. 


stated that a number of | 


ROACH HAS MEREDITH 


FOR 2 PIX NEXT YEAR 


Court Mess: $10,000,000 Fratid Suit s 


; New York for the preparations for | 


~ 


With a Horn,’ which 
| Dorothy Baker's dramatization of her 
own book, has a verbal contract with 


Hal 
summer. 


Roach for two pictures next 
However, he has the okay 


film. Actor played the lead in 
Roach’s forthcoming ‘Of Mice and 
Men,’ 


Charles MacArthur was signed last 
week to stage ‘Horn,’ and the rest of 
the cast is now being sought. Clau- 
dia Morgan is a possibility for the 
femme lead opposite Meredith. Jed 
Harris, who was considered as direc- 
|tor of the show, returned to the 
Coast a couple of weeks ago after 
failing to come to terms with Freed- 
ley and the authoress. 
understood revising the script. 


Newark’s Mayor 
~ Has a Cute Idea 
Pay Off La6. 


Newark, N. J. Dec. 12. 

' City Fathers, worried over fate of 
$1,500,000 hangar vacated when 
‘major airlines switched from New- 


ark airport to North Beach, N. Y., | 
| received this week a suggestion they | 


offer it to Hollywood for sound 
| studio and possible nucleus of east- 
'ern film plant. 

' No definite action, but Mayor 
| Meyer Ellenstein thinks i. might be 
'a good joke if Newark could 
Coast studios to Jersey instead of 


York. 


Mayor La Guardia of New York, | 


foe of Ellenstein in a bitter fight over 

; the airport matter, has announced 
| he would attempt to re-establish the 
film industry in New York, 


Richards, Other Par 
Partners in N. Y. Meets 


ger circuit in the south and the only 
Paramount partner who is a mem- 
ber of the board of the company, 
is in New York 
| Barney Balaban and others. 
'sion of the board is 
Dec. 28, but doubted Richards will 
remain for that. 

Mike Kincey (and Wilby), who 
headquarters in Charlotte, is also in 
for h.o. sessions. 

John J. Friedl, 


A ses- 


operator of the 


northwest for Par, and Earl Hudson, | 


| who is now in charge of the Detroit 
string, have returned to their re- 
spective territories, 
| Sam Pinanski, another Par part- 
|ner, is expected at the home office 
in a week or so. He comes down 
from Boston several times every 
year. 

George Walsh, Par-Netco operator 
upstate New York, and the Adams 


Bros. of Newark, together -with oth-- 


ers in the Adams setup, were in h.o. 
huddles Monday (11), coming in only 
the day. 

Nate Goldstein, Massachusetts op- 
erator, and J. J. Rubens, operator of 
the Great States circuit in 
and Indiana are due, probably get- 
ting in some time this week. 


Barney Gerard East 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Barney Gerard headed east Mon- 
‘day (11) for his first visit in five 
years, 

He will negotiate several feature 
production deals there and may pro- 
_ duce a musical revue, ‘What Does 
| the Public Want?’ on Broadway. 
| Gerard for 20 years was an out- 
_ Standing producer on the Columbia 
and Empire burlesque wheels, 


LITVAK’S ‘CONQUEST’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

| Anatole Litvak draws the direc- 
| torial chore on Warners’ ‘City of Con- 
| quest,’ slated to roll early next 
| month. 

James Cagney stars in the play, 
based on Abem Kandel's novel, 


on the scripts before he makes either | 


MacArthur is | 


lure | 


E. V. Richards, chief of the Saen- | 


conferring with, 


scheduled for | 


Illinois | 
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Ryan, Jr, LaGuardia’s 
Aide, Establishes H. Q. 


Anti-Everything 


Two exhibitors, commenting 
on a war picture just screened, 
offered pointed appraisal, but en- 
tirely different. 

‘Well, it certainly was anti- 


| Nazi,’ one exclaimed. 
‘Yeh, I think they aimed to 
make it anti-German but it 


really turned out anti-Hollywood . 
—that should be a boost for east- 
ern production.’ 


| 


TAY GARNETT’S ‘CRUISE’ 


! 


| 

| 

| Hollywood, Dee. 12. 
| Before heading 

' ferences at the studio with J. 
|Cheever Cowdin, Nate Blumberg 


| eames a deal with Tay Garnett to 


| produce and direct his yarn, ‘World 


| Cruise,’ based on his globe-girdling 
Junket. Loretta Young gets 
| the top role. 

Blumberg due back Jan. 8 for fur- 
ther discussions on next year’s prod- 
uct. 


Brennan, Andrews Pass 
In Goldwyn-Zanuck Swap 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 


Walter Brennan and Dana An- 
|drews are the latest chattels in the 
swapping orgy between Sam Gold- 
wyn and Darryl Zanuck. Brennan 
moved to the 20th-Fox lot for a 
spot in ‘Maryland,’ and Andrews is 
slated for a role in ‘The Sweetheart 
of Turret One, which was recently 


jturned over to Zanuck along with 
| Jon Hall. 
| Swapping began when Goldwyn 


loaned Zorina for the 20th-Fox pic- 
ture, ‘I Was An Adventuress.’ She 
returns to the Goldwyn lot next 
spring to co-star with Alice Fave in 


we ? 
watCneZ. 


REPRISAL TO LAGUARDIA? 


‘Coast Defenders Brag About $9,000,- 
| 000 Annual Printing Bill in N. Y. 
Hollywood, Dee. 12. 

As a comeback against Mavor La- 

Guardia’s efforts to move part of the 


picture industry to New York, West! 


Coast industrial interests threaten to 


move some $9,000,000 worth of an-| 
nual printing from Manhattan to 


Hollywood. This sum is represented 
; by the yearly printing bill for ex- 
| ploitation and advertising, long cen- 
tralized in N. Y., due to the home 
offices there. 

| Universal studio recently shifted 
| its advertising headquarters to Cali- 


| fornia, and the Hollywood Chamber | 


|of Commerce is mulling the idea of 
| exerting pressure on the other film 
| companies to do likewise. 


| 
Gloria Stuart Air Program 
| By Hubby Art Sheekman 
Gloria Stuart is starred in a five- 
a-week daytime serial, ‘Hollywood 
| Wife,’ which is being auditioned for 
prospective sponsors. Martin Gosch 


is producing it and the scripting is 
by Arthur Sheekman, Miss Stuart's 


| husband and a former film writer, | 


; and Peggy Shane, former legit and 
picture actress. 

Miss Stuart is also reading plays 
for a possible Broadway appearance. 
It would be her first stage try in the 
east, although she was at the Pasa- 
dena playhouse before going into 
films. She and Sheekman recently 
returned from a_ round-the-world 
trip. 


Lasky Has His Say 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Jesse L. Lasky, in for a day from 
, the east, planed back to New York 
today to attend a huddle on film pro- 
duction in Mayor LaGuardia’s baili- 
wick. 

New York will never take the 
place of Hollywood, Lasky said, but 
it has possibilities for picture mak- 
ing. 


PRODUCTION FOR U “inay done 


| Renting of space in Radio City py 
Clendennin J, Ryan, Jr., deputy in. 
spector of sanitation, who is handling 


ithe details of Mayor F, H. LaGuar. | 


|dia’s drive to bring film production 
to New York, is being interpreted jn 
the trade as meaning the campaign 
|is getting close to home, from the 
‘viewpoint that the Rockefellers are 
‘figuring prominently in plans. Ryan 
| will make the move uptown toward 
| the end of the week, it is said. 
| While there has been no new de. 
velopments with respect to a Cinema 
_ City for N. Y., costing probably 
/around $15,000,000, it is believed that 
‘determination of the Rockefellers 
‘and other money interests may re- 
This, it 
the 
|;Major producers make no commit- 
ment to come east for a few pictures 
in their yearly programs, since the 


east, after con- mayor's offensive has aroused wide 


interest among others in using N. Y 
as a production ground. 


re 
Jesse L. Lasky is the latest recruit ae 
in this connection, having huddled 
~with LaGuardia for a day on eastern 
production. 


Suggestion of George J. Schaefer 

that not only RKO but all majors 
/commit themselves to a quota of two 
pictures east, annually, has brought 
forth no producer comment excepting 
‘that of Nicholas M. Schenck, who 
‘saw the mayor Friday (7). Schenck 
|stated that as far as Metro is con- 
cerned it could not pull stakes in 
Hollywood because of the millions 
‘invested, but that it was perhaps 
‘feasible to produce a couple yearly 
'in the east, especially if stars of the 
‘New York stage who did not want 
to go out to Hollywood, were in the 
casts. If Metro had a feasible sub- 
ject to do, Schenck indicated there 
would be no hesitation in turning it 
into film at New York. There are 
no present plans to make anything 
east, however, he added. 

Understood that Katharine Hep- 
burn, who owns the film rights to 
‘Philadelphia Story’ in which she is 
currently starring in New York, may 
produce it in the east. 

Christie and Skirball-Wildberg 

High early season hopes for e€ast- 
ern production, which nosedived to 
zero during October, are slowly be- 
ing revived under Mayor LaGuar- 
dia’s prodding. At least pro- 
ducers who during September were 
planning to work at Astoria, L. 1, 
but were forced to call off their 
plans when Electrical Research 
Products, Inc., withdrew its financing, 
appear to be set to shoot there. They 
are Al Christie and the Jack Skir- 
ball-John Wildberg unit. 

Neither of the outfits is dead cer- 
tain of working east, but return of 

| ERPI after talk by the Mayor with 
a pledge of financing 30% of pro- 
duction costs, large part of their dif- 
ficulties have been eliminated, Chris- 
tie now has all of his money, living 
Trust supplying 50°, Pathe Lab- 
oratories 20° and ERPI the rest. 
| He’s still working on his distribu- 
tion deal with Monogram, however, 
plan being to make three films using 
story properties owned by Mono. 
Christie hasn’t seen all the stories 
vet, and it is on this point that & 
' hitch may develop. 

Skirball and Wildberg also have 
their financing complete, but are be- 
ing 
Team wants Loretta Young for lead 
in ‘Angela Is 22,’ which is first on 

| the sked, but she wants to see final 

shooting script before saying yes oF 
no. 
Skirball flew to the Coast Thurs- 
day (7) to attempt to cast ‘Fo All 
of Our Lives,’ by Ursula Parrott, 
which is No. 2 on the slate. It 35 
thought this may be easier to cast 
in which case it would be filme¢ 
first. Only difficulty is that “Lives 
is currently being cast by Wildbers 
for a legit preem and it would be 
necessary to hold the film on the 
shelf if the play turned out suceess- 
fully and proved worth touring. 


two 


Comes Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Dec. 12. 
| This coal region town puts in its 
bid as a site for producing pictures 
Coast producers take Mayor La 
Guardia’s suggestion to come east. 
The Wilkes-Barre Record, in 4 
editorial last week, pointed out that 
the old Black Diamond studios wet 
located at Forty Fort, a suburb. 
early as 1896 Lyman H. Lowe 
Wilkes-Barre theatrical man, W* 
producing and distributing films in 
| the east. 
The 


Record observes, ‘What 


| eres did before in the film 
industry she can do again.’ 
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4 in- 

jing 

me | Hollywood Scribes Miffed at Actors 

‘din 

“te ing Thei Y Guild Sh 
|For Ducking Their Yarns on Guild Show 
ivan 

vard 

Film Bo Too Many Husbands’ Off 
ably over the treatment of their pet brain | | 

that | offspring by big name actors making | Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
| radio appearances for Gulf-Screen’ Ruggles gave the gun yes- 


re- Guild series. 


s, it | Jy solicited for originals, to be de-| 

the 

mite agency scriveners. Of late film) 

ures writers have been given a discreet | 

the -by. They make no bones about | Melv 
vide | where the blame lies. It’s the pic- | 


YY, re stars who have become fussy 
ite what literary company they 
tr 


‘ruit avel with. 
dled Recently when Robert Montgom- | 
tern | ery drew a bid from the Guild he) 
f chose Noel Coward's ‘We Were | 
eter 


ors pares put in with an Arthur Wing 


| 
Dancing’ as his vehicle. Later Helen | | 
— inero piece. Gertrude Lawrence | 
| 


and Herbert Marshall decided on) 
Samson Raphaelson’s ‘Accent 
nck Youth,’ and Charles Laughton de- | 
| manded ‘The Beachcomber,’ more to | 
: in get in a plug for a recent film re-| 
ions lease. Norma Shearer is due to re-| 
aps vive ‘Smilin’ Through’ on the Dec. 17 
arly broadcast. 
the Originals from studio scribes have | 
vant | been frowned on by the name play- | 
the ers. They contend that since they're 
cub- doing the broadcast free gratis they | 
ere at least should be accorded the 
ig it privilege of picking their own plays. 
are Although Young & Rubicam story 
ng buyers say that the discrimination | ya 

against studio contributions does not 
lep- add up to important expense, they 
5 to are trying to squelch the practice. 
e is | Too many headaches in reaching the 
may author for clearance and the thing} 

is spreading. The recent Tallulah | 
x Bankhead publicity about ‘these | 
writers smell’ didn’t help matters | 
1 to ny. | 
be- 


lare- submitting synopses for 


Os 


ere | that it might be developed into a film | 
L, yarn. Every scribe has at least a! 

heir 

irch daylight. It’s not then a total loss | an 

ing, 

hey as a non-commercial venture. 

kire 

vith | 

pro- 

dif- | 

Insure 4Z WKS. 

\ ing | 
sab- | 

rest 

| Work Yearly 

ver, 

sing 

Ono, 

ries 

at a Hollywood, Dec. 12. | 

Herbert Sorrell, business repre- 

sentative of Motion Picture Painters | 

be- Local 644, has submitted a plan to 


Joseph M. Schenck which would call | 


t1es. 
lead for producers to guarantee workers 
42 weeks employment yearly. The) 


Sa ) occasional workers would receive 
< or 10% above the scale. S’-rell asked 
that the producers appoint a com- 
urs: mittee composed of Pat Casey, 


All Charles Boren and Fred Myers to 


rott, discuss the proposal. Schenck prom- | 
t is ised his full cooperation. 

cast Sorrell meets with producers this 
med — Week to discuss his demands for a 
ves’ | 15% pay increase for the painters. 
erg Society of Motion Picture Art Di- 
| be rectors has submitted demands to 
the Producers calling for a closed shop, 
eSS- improved working conditions avd 


Pay increases for low-salaried di- 


rectors. The art directors also are 
seeking unification of screen credits 
9. Ali but one of the major studios now | 
_ its Bive the art directors screen credit, | 
ares some of them listing both the di- 
La- rector and his associates. 
"4 The Screen Cartoonist Guild is 
an now an affiliate of the Brotherhood 
that of Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
vere angers of America. New charter 
As fo: the Guild was installed by Ray 
we, Gelstein, international organizer. 
was 
WEBB’S MONO RIDERS 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 


series of 


Ping production of a new 
ack Randall sagebrushers 


Writers were original- | te 


| 


signed Harry Web) to. 


rday 
| bands,’ 


(Mon.) to ‘Too Many Hus- 
a Somerset Maugham play 


yeloped for radio by advertising | scripted by Claude Binyon at Colum- 
| bia. 


Jean Arthur, Fred MacMurray and 
yn Douglas head the cast. 


Col. Not to Follow WB, 


At Least This Season, 
In Bankroliing: Legits 


Columbia, which has been toying 
for the past several months with the 
idea of following Warner Bros. into 
backing legit productions on Broad- 
way, has dropped the plan for this 
season. D. A. Doran, special as- 
sistant to prez Harry Cohn, who was 
sent east several weeks ago to 0.0. 
the situash and go ahead with pro- 
duction if he thought it feasible, de- 
clared Monday (11) it has been de- 
cided that it is too late in the sea- 


son to go ahead with the plan. 
Whether Col will enter the legit 


gue, Doran said, although not be- 
yond possibility. Doran, who stated 
several weeks ago Col's only inter- 
est in legit would be as a means of 
getting story properties for filming 
which it could get in no other way, 
said he has seen nothing since he 


SAG 
THURMAN 


Also Throws Into Discard. 


| 


Its Policy Requiring Pro- 
ducers to Issue Standby 
Checks to Extras Where 
Waivers Issued by Guild 


DUMMIES OKAYED 


Hollywood, Dec. 12, 


Ban on the use of stock shots in | 
film production is being lifted by | 


the Screen Actors Guild. Actors are | 
setting the pace for other Hollywood 
pix unions and guilds in revamping 
operating policies to conform with 
five-point ruling of Thurman B. 
Arnold, 


man anti-trust law by labor unions. 
Majority of proposed changes are 


based on Arnold’s statement that it | 
is unlawful for labor unions to at- | 


tempt to force an employer ‘to pay 
for or use more labor than he needs.’ 
Government’s No. 1 trust-buster in- 
dicated that labor tops 


extras in certain cases where 
ers are issued by the Guild. 
{applied particularly 
| were granted for 


has been here that would fall in that 


category. 


He will remain in New York to) 


mitted in the regular course of 


some new 
b.o. pic 


ideas, if possible, for a 
off the well-trodden path. 


dozen ideas for a play that never sees | Ha indicated that the company has 


interest in acquiring screen rights 


when it’s performed on the air even) ty one or more current Broadw ay 


legiters. 


Studio writers like the idea of| develop material which wouldn't be | 
the ved sub 
credit angle and also the possibility | events, he said, and also to dig out 
| battle 
| Wind.’ 


anti-trust laws. 
Another important SAG rule to go 


field in the 1940-41 semester is very | "to the discard required film com- 


checks to 
waiv- 


panies to issue standby 


where waivers 
use of football 
teams and other specialty actors. 


Can Use Dummies 


The actors are also dropping de- | 


mand that companies use live talent 
instead of dummies in war 
etc. The SAG has already dropped 
its protest on 
Selznick-International in Atlanta 
scenes for ‘Gone With 
Actors had insisted extras 
were entitled to standby checks for 
each dummy used and had filed claim 
with Producer-SAG standing com- 


(Continued on page 22) 


BAN STOCK SHOTS 


Aths (Odlum) Submits New RKO 
Underwriting Plan—$3 Per Share, 


A Cut of $1 Since Aug 3; th 3; the War! 


Carroll Pic Stalled 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Paramount postponed shooting of 
‘A Night at Earl Carroll's’ for two 
months. Carroll is busy organizing 
two new stage shows for Christmas 
opening, which activities would in- 
terfere with filming. 


special assistant U. S. at-| 
torney general on violations of Sher- | 


could be, 
| prosecuted for conspiracy to violate | 


This | 


scenes, | 
use of dummies by | 


the | 


Picture was to have roiled this 
week with Kurt Neuman directing. 


Allan Jones’ 3-Month 
Concert Tour, Then Back 


Allan Jones, currently at the Para- 
mount, N. Y., in connection with the 


,showing of ‘The Great Victor Her- 
bert’, will make a three-month con- 
cert tour, opening Jan. 9 in Mont- 
gomery, Ala., and calling for three 
| dates a week. When he winds up 
| his present engagement next Tues- 
|day (19) he’ll plane to the Coast 
| with Irene Hervey 


| cago, for personal with ‘Herbert’ be- 
| ginning Dec. 29. 
| After his concert tour, which is 
| being handled by Charles L. Wag- 
| ner, 
of Luxemburg,’ 
{1. He’s committed for two pictures 
a year with Paramount. The second 
| for 1940 will probably be a modern | 
| musical, which is being written for | 
Jones and Mary Martin. 

Miss Hervey has a two-pictures-a- 
year deal with Universal, but has no 


| assignment at present, so she'll ac- 


Stirn Takes His 


company Jones on his tour until 
the studio schedules a production 
for her. 


artist, 


before. 
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To Par for 2 Musicals 


The Atlas Corp., proponents of the 
RKO plan of reorganization, yester- 
day (Tues.) submitted an underwrit- 
ing agreement on the new RKO com- 
mon for the purpose of giving the 
company additional working capital. 
The agreement, approved by the ma- 
jority of the board of RKO yester- 
day, calls for the company to issue 
500,000 shares of full paid, non- 
assessable common stock at $3 a 
share to the holders of unsecured 
allowed claims and to Rockefeller 
Center, Inc. This is a reduction of 
$1 a share from the agreement of 
Aug. 3, 1939, which was allowed to 
expire. 

The new agreement provides that 
no holder of unsecured allowed 
claims is entitled to subscribe for 
fractional shares, and those shares 
not subscribed to will be sold to Atlas 
at $3 a share. The offer by RKO of 
this stock must be made before Dec. 


, 31, and must be picked up by 20 days 
| after the offer is made, 


Atlas also listed its compensation, 
which is in two parts, and provides 


(Mrs. Jones) to | 
spend Christmas with their children. | 
He goes to the Chicago theatre, Chi- | 


the singer is set for ‘The Count | 
slated to start April | 


securities. 
Court is told that Stirn bought cer- 
tificates for 1,234 


for a sum equal to 1-3c for each com- 
mon share offered for each day the 
offer is in existence. This amounts 
| to $1,750 daily. 
Atlas will also receive 25c a share 
| On each unsubscribed share of stock, 
| making the amount they have to pay 
;on those shares not subscribed to 
| $2.75. 
Sleeper Clause 

A sleeper in the agreement de- 
clares that if the U. S. Supreme 
| Court grants a writ of certiorari now 
| Ratore it (which refers to the ap- 
| peals taken by stock and bondhold- 
lers), the agreement can be cancelled, 
| if Atlas should so desire. Since a de- 


(Continued on page 55) 


RKO Reorg Beef 
To US. Sup. Ct. 


Washington, Dec. 12. 

More of the tangled RKO reorgani- 
zation affairs were laid before the 
U. S. Supreme Court, Monday (11) 
when Ernest W. Stirn of Milwaukee 
asked a review of his complicated 
litigation with Atlas Corp. It’s all 
part of a long-raging feud which has 
resulted in numerous intircate moves 
in state and Federal courts. 

Stirn describes himself as a Class 
A stockholder and challenges the 
legality of reorganization moves un- 
der which such securities were re- 
duced in value and_= reclassified. 
vked that Atlas, which had no 
standing at the outset of the 
financial house-cleaning, did 


Squa\ 
legal 
RKO 


not recognize the A paper. 


Claim was made that the amend- 
to the certificate of incorpora- 
tion ‘purportedly adopted’ Dec. 14, 
1931, were improper because less 
than 100% of all A investors voted. 
These amendments scaled down the 
In the brief, the Supreme 


ments 


shares at $33,580 
between April, 1930, and September, 


1951, but experienced great difficulty 


in having the actual securities trans- 


ferred to his account. 


Raising questions about both the 


Maryland corporate statutes and 
Federal bankruptcy laws, the Mil- 
waukee investor asserted the de- 


cision of the Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals in one phase of his legal 
feuding with Atlas conflicts with 
both state and national court de- 
cisions. Wants the highest tribunal 
to state. among other things, whether 
lower courts erred in failing to limit 
the claims of Atlas and Rockefeller 
Center, Inc., against the film com- 
pany. 
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Douglas Fairbanks Dies In His 
eep Suddenly on Coast at 55 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Douglas Fairbanks, for a quarter 
of a century a major figure in the 
motion picture industry and before 
that a star of legit and vaude—the 
man who perhaps caused more small 
boys to leap from balconies onto the | 
necks of imaginary villains than any 
other celluloid swashbuckler in the 
history of films—died quietly in his 
bed at his home in Santa Monica | 


early this morning (Tuesday). He | 
was 55. 

Films’ No. 1 Don Juan and a top 
b.o. draw from the day, in 1914, that | 
he first stepped before a camera, un- | 
til his last appearance in 1934, died | 
unexpectedly of what was thought | 
to be a slight heart attack—the first | 
he ever suffered—yesterday (Mon- | 
day). 

Fairbanks’ death came as a shock 
to, all Hollywood, which regarded 
the bronzed and physically fit former 
star as a man who never grew old 
and was watching with interest his 
preparations to produce his first film 
© his own. The story for the pic- 
ture, ‘The Californian,’ had been 
owned by Fairbanks for several 
years and he was preparing to go 
into production with it in the spring. 

The film would have been distributed 
by United Artists, of which Fair- 
banks was one of the organizers and | 
five owners. 

Gathered at the Fairbanks’ cottage 
on the shores of the Pacific yester- 
day were his wife of three years, 
the former Lady Sylvia Ashley; his | 
e0n, Douglas, Jr.; his brother, Rob- 
ert, and Clarence Erickson, his man- 
ager. Mary Pickford, the former | 
wife with whom he lived for nearly | 
14 years in what all the world re- | 
garded as an idyllic marriage, se- | 
cluded herself in a Chicago hotel | 
when informed of Fairbank’s death. | 

Only a few hours before he suc- | 
cumbed, Erickson said, they had dis- | 
cussed plans for the forthcoming pic- | 
ture. 
the U.S.C.-U.C.L.A. football game and 
that night participated in a gay party 
with his wife and others, 

After the heart attack yesterday 
morning, Erickson said ‘They put 
him to bed, but he was the same old 
Doug, laughing and joking as usual. 
He protested he was no invalid, but 
they insisted on getting him a nurse. 
Along about 1 a.m. the nurse, who 
was sitting by the window, staring 
out toward the ocean, heard 2 sound. 

She turned to the bed—and Doug 
was gone.’ 


$2,000 ‘Fabulous’ in 1914 


| 
Fairbanks’ first screen role was in | 


*The Lamb,’ made by David Wark 
Griffith in 1914. The star, who had 
gained a reputation in legit and 
vaude, was given the then fabulous 
salary of $2,000 a week and after the 
film went on release the wage was 
doubled. The film (VarRiEtTy’s origi- 
Mal review appears herewith) was 
of such b.o, strength that Variety 
commented: ‘No wonder the Tri- 
angle people signed up Fairbanks 
for a period of three years at any 
salary within reason. They would 
have been justified in stretching a 
point to secure Douglas.’ 

To his final film, Varrety’s re- 


viewer was not so kind, observing: | 


*Douglas Fairbanks in ‘The Private 
Life of Don Juan’ seems a mjstaken 
idea...That advance misimpression 
that Fairbanks has possibly under- 
taken a role beyond his years is 
the film’s primary economic short- 
coming...In_ actuality, Fairbanks’ 
prime porirayal is as the antiquated 
knicht (a.k. to you) who is finally 
disillusioned arch-heart- 
breaker when he must bow to his 
years and recognize his amorous 
porch-climbing career is finis...But 
the film holds more than that, and 
direc:or Korda gets over the fact 


thot the popular feminine conception |@ vagabond voyage to England via | 


of.a great lover lives more vividly 
in the mind’s eye than in the ac- 
tuality.’ 

In between the two films, 
banks appeared in 31 others. 

Fairbanks’ entire series of pictures 
were romarntic-adventure stuff, cap- 
italizinz on the star’s unique ability 
at leaping from balconies, parapets 
and housetops. His popularity 
reached its height during the middle 
20: and his salary soared to $1,000,- 
000 a year. 

Wed 3 Times 

On March 7, 1936, Fairbanks mar- 
ried Lady Ashley, the former Sylvia 
Hawkes, musical comedy actress. 
She was Fairbanks’ third wife. His 
first, Ann Beth Sully, of Providence, 


On Saturday he had attended | 


Fair- | 


ALLEN AND BENNY TO 
FEUD IT OUT ON FILM 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Fred Allen and Jack Benny switch 
their radio feud to the screen next 
July, when Paramount shoots a pic- 
ture co-starring the two comics as 
themselves. 
producer-director job. 

Sandrich finally persuaded Allen 
to go into a film clinch with Benny 
after a year of effort. His two pre- 
vious screen starts were in “Thanks 
a Million’ and ‘Sally, Irene and 
Mary’ at 20th-Fox. 


Fairbanks The 
Real Organizer 


Of UA in 1919 


Douglas Fairbanks was the real or- 
ganizer of United Artists Corp. With 
Hiram Abrams, the first UA presi- 
dent and general sales head, B. P. 
Schulberg, and the ever-present legal 


guidance of Dennis F. O'Brien—to | 


this day his counsel—he conceived 
and formed UA in 1919. Mary Pick- 
ford, Charles Chaplin, D. W. Grif- 
fith and Fairbanks were the original 
partners in the company. 


With Allan Dwan, director, and the | 


John Emerson-Anita Loos directing- 
writing team, from legit, Fairbanks’ 
pioneer film activities for Paramount 
and Artcraft catapulted him into 
quick prominence as a silent screen 
star, 
| In latter years Fairbanks was 
| more of a producer than player. His 
| last film, in which he co-starred with 
| Merle Oberon, was ‘The Private Life 
|of Don Juan,’ made in association 
| with Alexander Korda in England in 
1934. He was slated to produce ‘The 
| Californian’ this season for UA re- 
|lease, and the company had an- 
| nounced it on its program. Fairbanks 
had owned the property for several 
years and had production financing 
almost completed. 
| under discussion as the scene of pro- 
|duction. Doug, Jr., was spoken of 
| possible star. 


as 


Gleasons Stay at Rep 


Hollywood, Dee. 12. 
Options on the Gleason 
James, Lucille and Russell, and on 
| Harry Davenport, were picked up 
by Republic. 
| Quartet goes into another Higgins 
|Family picture, ‘Grandpa Goes to 
Town,’ due to roll in February. 


also an actress, is the mother of 
Doug, Jr. They were married in 1907 
and divorced in 1919. 
Fairbanks was born in 
May 1884, son of a 


Denver, 
New York 


lawyer, who went west to see a min- 
young Faire | 


ing property. At 17, 
banks returned east with his parents 
and became a bit player in the 
Shakespearian company of Frederick 
Warde. He won no bouquets for 
himself, finally quitting after being 
panned badly when the lead he was 
understudying became ill and he 
took the part. 

He went from there to Harvard 
where he was a special student of 
| languages for five months before 
| returning to the stage, followed by 


a caitle ship. 

In 1912 Fairbanks turned to vaude 
and made several highly successful 
tours. 


| UA Execs West 

| Harry D. Buckley, v. p. of United 

| Artists and an official of the United 

| Artists Theatre Circuit which is in 

‘no way affiliated with UA, planed to 

| the Coast last night (Tuesday) fol- 
lowing word of death of Fairbanks. 
He is Fairbanks’ brother-in-law by 
marriage. 

| Norbert Wilcox, purchasing agent 


| for UA, a half-brother of Fairbanks, 


accompanied Buckley west. Murray | 


Silverstone, due east, is remaining 
:on the Coast for the services. 


Mark Sandrich gets the | 


The 


Selznick lot was | 


family, | 


His Ist Act; Ist Film | 


(From ‘Variety,’ Feb. 24, 1912) 


| DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS and 
| co. (3) 
| ‘& Regular Business Man’ 


(Comedy) 


| 20 Mins.; Five (Office) 


Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 

When Thomas A. Wise walked 
on the stage, at the conclusion of 
‘A Regular Business Man,’ patted 
Douglas Fairbanks on the head 
and said to the audience (after 


| the great volume of applause had 


subsided), ‘He’s the greatest kid 
in the world,” Mr. Wise could 
have added with as much truth 
perhaps, ‘And he’s one of the 
best light comedians whoever 
played vaudeville” John 
Stokes wrote the sketch, which 
brings Mr. Fairbanks into the 
varieties for the first time. 

It's pithy with a humorous 
idea for Mr. Fairbanks to work 
out in his own way, which he 
does admirably. It’s 50-50 for 
star and author. In the comedy 
playlet Fairbanks is a young 
lawyer, with nothing but debts 
and a pretty stenographer. He’s 
engaged to be married to the 
girl. She revolts at his neglect of 
business and herself. About to 
leave her fiancee and boss (who 

owes her four weeks’ salary) the 
| lawyer gains an hour's grace to 
| prove he is ‘a regular business 
man.’ During the time limit, he 
procures $9,000 for an opportune 
client, borrows $1,000 of the 
amount for himself, and secures 
$50.000 guaranteed to him by an 
uncle, 
legits coming into the 
variety field are getting some 
sense in the assembling of a 
supporting company. Mr. Fair- 
banks is not the first, although 
he is one of the few to date. 
Jean Murdoch is the. stenog- 
rapher, an excellent foil for 
Fairbanks’ airiness. Miss Han- 
chett. playing an elderly woman, 
and Elmer Booth. also in a prin- 
cipal role, while not having 
vastly important parts, are suf- 
| ficiently capable to retain the 
atmosphere erected by the manu- 
scriot, and thereby make the 
pathway the more treadable for 
the luminary. all tending towards 
suecess, in this instance, wholly 
and unequivocally achieved for a 
high-grade, well-enacted, and 
thoroughly amusing comedy 


sketch. Mr. Wise’ appeared 
earlier on the same _ program, 


with a success of his own. 
Sime. 


(From ‘Variety,” Oct. 1, 1915) 
THE LAMB 


Fine Arts Co. (Triangle) fea- 
ture with Douglas Fairbanks in 
the principal role, directed by 
W. Christy Cabanne,_ super- 
vised by David W. Griffith. 

After viewing ‘The Lamb,’ it 

is no wonder the Triangle people 
| signed up Fairbanks for a period 
| of three years at any salary with- 
| in reason. They would even 
|; have been justified in stretch- 
| ing a point to secure Douglas. 

He registers on the screen as 
well as any regular film actor 
that has ever appeared in pic- 


tures and more strongly than 
most of them. ‘The Lamb's’ 
| leading lady also photographs 


well, and both of them are good 
performers, which is an ace in 
the hole to start with. 


The casting of William E. 
Lodery for the character of a 
| Yaqui Indian chief also 
| worthy of special mention. 
‘The Lamb’ is a Willie Collier 
type of play—only more so, 


which means that Fairbanks is 
competent to invest the 


name 
part with just the requisite 
amount of lightness. Gerald, 
the Lamb (Fairbanks), is a rich 
youn’ men who never had to 
earn his own living. He is en- 
gaged to Mary ‘(Scena Owen), 


but when she discovers he is a 
eoward she calls it off. Gerald 
gves into training with a prize- 
fighter and a jiu-jitsu wrestler 
with the determination to make 
“ood in the eyes of his girl. 
| The girl goes to a ranch in Ari- 
zona and he follows. En route, 
he Jeaves the train to buy som« 
trinkets and is left behind. 

Hiring a machine to overtake 
the train via a short cut, he is 
knocked out by crooks, who lift 
his bankroll. He is captured by 
| Yaquis and taken across the bor- 
| der into Mexico and held pris- 
oner., The girl is also captured, 
and after a_ series of  hair- 
breadth encounters he finally 
puts up a=emarvelous fight. 
standing off the Indians with a 
rapid-firing machine-gun. The 
operation of the gun by Fair- 
banks is a combination of thrills 
and comedy, culminating in the 
pair's rescue by American troop- 
ers. 

Columns of praise would not 
do complete justice to “The 
Lamb.’ It is tne classiest kind 
of melodramatic comedy, won- 
derfully staged, brilliantly acted 
nd humoronsly captioncd. 

Jolo. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


EDINGTON PREPS TWO 
FOR MARCH FILMING 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Harry Edington is preparing two 
pictures for shooting in March. First 
is ‘La Chienne,’ a French legit play 
starring Cary Grant, and second is 
an untitled film with Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., in the top spot. 

Edington, as head of Famous Pro- 
ductions, has a three-picture deal 
with Universal for the 1939-40 pro- 
gram. His first, ‘Green Hell,’ goes 
into release early in January. 


Screen Actors 


Guild Asks 15% 
Tilt for Extras 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


Screen Actors Guild on Monday 
(11) night voted to ask a 15% wage 
boost for extras. Reclassification of 
day workers is also to be pressed. 


Ban against placing request calls | 


for certain extras through Central 


WB-Metro Pix Series Inspires Authors 
To Use Negotiator for 


Story Deals 


As a result of moves by Warners 
and Metro to make further use of 
characters originated in work pur. 
chased from a writer, the Authors 
League of America and its various 
affiliates will probably adopt a pol. 
icy of having all deals for the screen 
rights to literary works go through 
a League official. 

League members, who include vir. 
tually every ranking author in the 
various writing fields, would be re. 
quired to submit all negotiations for 
approval by this official, who could 
thus require clauses in each con- 
tract to prevent further use of the 
story’s characters. Contracts such 
as Metro’s new ones, giving the stu- 
dio the continued right to such char- 
acters, would be specifically nixed 
if the company ceased its present 
policy of paying extra for such use, 

Idea of using a ‘negotiator’ to han- 
dle all film deals was first suggested 
two years ago by Fannie Hurst, j 
her report as retiring president of 
the Authors Guild, League affiliate 
covering writers in the book and 
magazine field. Matter has been more 
or less dormant since then, however, 
because of lack of interest by the 
membership, since the picture com- 
panies gave no indications of at- 
tempting tactics such as the recent 
ones by Warners and Metro. But the 
Warner and Metro moves _ have 
stirred up a hornet’s nest in the 
writer ranks and adoption of the 
Fannie Hurst proposal is viewed as 


| 


Casting was imposed by producers to | 
‘curb favoritism, 


| 
‘JOCK LAWRENCE INTO 


PROD.; GOLDWYN SHIFTS 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
John Peere Miles has been upped 


‘/ by Sam Goldwyn from the p.a. staff | 


| 


| 


to director of publicity for the out- 
fit. He succeeds Fred Storm, 
resigned last week after a less than 


who | 


six-month tenure to return to news- | 


paper work as special assistant to 
Ralph Beaver Strassburger, pub- 
lisher of the Norristown (Pa.) 


| Times-Herald and heavy stockholder 


in the Philly Record and. other 
Pennsy papers. 


Jerry Dale, who was let out of the 


Goldwyn press fold about a month 
/ago in a disagreement with Storm, 


returns as assistant to Miles. Jock | 
Lawrence, who was promoted some 


‘time ago from publicity chief to 
| production 


post, is keeping a su- 
pervisory eye on the department, but 
is slated to leave for a production 


'job at another studio in mid-Janu- 


ary 


Stein's Goldwyn Berth 
Fdwin C. Stein is Goldwyn's new 
eastern publicity representative. 
Active in newspaper work for the 
past 12 years, Stein’s last position 
was managing editor of the Newark 
Star-Eagle. Prior to that he was as- 


| sistant managing editor of the N. Y. 
| American; also film critic and dra- 
| matie editor of the Paul Block News- 


' circles 


papers, and syndicated 


film column. 


wrote a 


Sam Kaplan Faces Fight 
As 306 Board Candidate 


Petitioned by follower-members in 
Local 306, Moving Picture Machine 
Operators of N. Y., to run for presi- 
dent, Sam Kaplan, who was ousted 
from the union some years ago, has 
declined to go up against Joseph D. 


| Basson for that post but will run for 


office as a member of the executive 
board. The election for the year 


1940 will be held Dec. 27. 


It is conceded in informed operator 
that Kaplan has a_e good 
chance to get elected to the exec 


, board in spite of his record and the 


conviction on conspiracy charges 


‘that landed him in jail but a hot 
‘campaign by opposing forces faces 


him. He has a representative num- 
ber of supporters in 306 who have 


‘from time to time stirred trouble | 


with other factions. 

Virtually certain that Basson will 
be reelected president on his record. | 
Mike Berkovitz, operator at the. 
Capitol, N. Y., is running against him | 
for the top office. Bert Popkin, on | 
the ticket again as business agent, | 
is favored for reelection, as is Frank 
Ruddock, v.p. 


almost certain. However, Metro has 
recently qualified its policy. 
Boost Prices 

Effect of setting up negotiator for 
film deals of all written works is fig- 
ured likely to boost prices gradually 
upward, since if the procedure used 
by the Dramatists Guild is followed, 
the negotiator must approve the 
price as well as the other terms of 
the sale. However, the most im- 
portant result would probably be 
that the studios couldn't slip through 
any clauses considered objectionable 
by the League. That might lead not 
only to the League regulating such 
things as screen credits, etc., but 
would enable jit to specify that all 
adaptation or treatment be done by 
Screen Writers Guild members, 
thereby pushing the League's closed 
shop aims that much nearer fulfill- 
ment. 

Although the uproar over further 
use of a writer's characters was 
touched off recently by Warners in 
the case of Fannie Hurst and by 
Metro with its new writer contract, 
the situation really goes back some 
time to the case brought by Booth 
Tarkington against Warners. At that 
time the novelist brought suit against 
the studio because, after buying the 
rights to all his stories, Warners 
made a picture, ‘Penrod and His 
Brother,’ which used his characters 
but was not written by him. 


INDIES-CHAINS MEET 
TO CORRECT ‘EVILS’ 


Milwaukee, Dee. 12. 

Independent theatre owners, in a 
lengthy meeting to discuss growing 
list of ‘evils’ that are giving most 
of them headaches, were hosts to 
a committee from the chains, which 
also have their share of grief. The 
chain reps asked that a list of abuses 
it is desired to remedy be drawn 
up and they would co-operate fully 
o bring about their elimination. 

Not only are the indies up in arms 
about 10c admissions, dish nites and 
book nites, but they also want to 
cut out the early admiszion prices, 
with all houses to open at the prices 
that are to continue through the eve- 
ning, and not offering cut rates oF 
bargain prices to early comers. 
Under the plans proposed, the nabes, 
instead of opening at 5:30, would 
open their doors at 6 o'clock, thus 
cutting down the working time of 
projectionists for an aggregate sub- 
stantial saving. 

Another thing the indies want 
eliminated is the practice of using 
two A pictures simultaneously in the 
subsequent run houses. They feel 
that one A and one B picture on the 
same show would give them more 
of a chance for their life. 


Hot Stuff for Raft 


George Raft's next picture 
Warners is ‘Torrid Zone,’ in which 
he will co-star with Ann Sheridan. 


| 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 7 


Pessimistic About Toll: 
Bette-Andrews Sisters Fine $37,000, 
‘Espionage -Weeks Orch Good 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 


reek started okay, in spite of the anyway and it ' 
Wee However, | Thursday (14) to continue downtown 


roximity of Christmas. \ 
the theatre men are expecting a 
drop-off towards the final days of the 
when Xmas_ shopping is 


»ssiOn, 
tes take a heavy box-office 


looked to 


ll. 
ae currently is the Chicago, 


here the wicket whirls with com- 
aoe ignorance of the pre-Xmas 
slump. Against all tradition that 
house is zooming into bright figures 
with ‘Elizabeth and Essex’ on the 
screen and a swing stage show head- 
ed by the Andrews Sisters and 
Johnny Davis’ orch. Theatre got 
away to a fine start and held to 
snappy pace over the weekend, and 
only a drastic slide-off in the last 
three days of the week can keep it 
from hitting good $37,000. 

Rest of the town hasn't as much 
to brag about. ‘Eternally Yours’ is 


» 2 rictly a one-weeker in the Roose- 
it of velt, the David Niven-Loretta Young 


flicker failing to capture either at- 
tention or coin. Also disappointing 
js the combination of ‘Tower of Lon- 
don’ and ‘Three Sons’ in the Palace. 
Limped from the start and will be 
replaced tomorrow (Wednesday) by 
combo of ‘Destry Rides Again’ and 
‘Meet Dr. Christian,” which dual is 


rated to stick until Christmas, when | 


‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ is slated 
to take over. 

‘Mr. Smith’ holds in fine shape at 
the Apollo, as does ‘Ninotchka’ in 
the United Artists. ‘Drums Along 
the Mohawk’ is trying a third loop 
week in the Garrick after a mixed 
fortnight in the Chicago. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Mr, Smith’ (Col) (5th wk). Gal- 
loping along in splendid fashion, and 
will stick to Christmas on pace. 
Tucked away fine $8,500 last week, 
and will not drop below excellent 
$7.000 currently. 


enough to earn flicker another week 
moves to Senator 


/}run, On opening stanza, ‘Destry’ fell 
| off bit after strong start, finishing at 


| $22,000 in eight days. 
One because 


| sidered. 


around $10,500. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
—Flying Deuces’ (RKO), ‘Dr. Chris- 
tian’ (RKO) and Dempsey-Willard 
fight pix. Got two days of second 
week before house closed Sunday 
night (10) for fortnight preceding 
Xmas. On brief h.o. did slightly 
better than $1,000 to give bill around 
$4,500 on nine-day run, Spot reopens 
Dec. 23 with ‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th). 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)— ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G). 
never been a b.o. reaction like this 
for a Garbo starrer. Star’s first 


;}comedy topping all previous 
itries and geared for tremendous 


yets the extra 
house switches to a 
Saturday opening this week with 
‘We Are Not Alone’ (WB) and sticks 
to that inaugural until after the 
holidays. ‘Ninotchka’ will move to 
the Warner when it winds up at 
Penn. Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA), 
big disappointment, barely getting 


$10,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-40)— 
‘Barricade’ (20th). Alice Faye- 
Warner’ Baxter co-starrer doesn't 
have a chance. Maybe $1,400, but 
that’s doubtful. Last week, ‘Pack 
Troubles’ (20th) also in doghouse, 


being vanked after five days to bit 
over $1,000, 

Stanley (WB) (3.600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) and Jimmy 
Dorsey's band. Stage portion is be- 
ing generally credited with excellent 
trade. Paced for around $20,000 and 
that’s nice going, everything con- 
Last week, Louella Parsons 


unit and ‘Intermezzo’ (UA), all right 
| at $19,200. 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) — | 


‘Elizabeth-Essex’ (WB) and_ stage 
show. Andrews Sisters and Johnny 
Davis’ orch on stage. Stage turning 
in the coin currently, though Davis- 
Flynn combo is okay for this ace 
house. 
week ‘Mohawk’ (20th) and vaude, 
wound up two-week date to meek 


$23,800. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65 )— 
‘Mohawk’ (20th). Moved here from 
Chi. but not much in the offing at 
$4.000. Last week ‘Secret Kildare’ 
(M-G), fine $6,500. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Pack Troubles’ (20th) and vaude. 
Sliding off from previous week to 
$14,000, all right. Last @reek ‘Rains 
Came’ (20th) and vaude, good $15,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Tower London’ (U) and ‘Sons’ 
(RKO). Failing to interest fans and 
will go out after single session and 
disappointing $9,000. Last week 
‘That’s Wrong’ (RKO) and ‘Messen- 
ger’ (U), second, satisfactory $11,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Eternally Yours’ (UA). Only 
in for a one-week session. Dragging 
at $8.000. Last week ‘Passage’ (Par) 
scrammed after a mild fortnight and 
meek $5.000 for last seven days. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘Fspionage’ (WB) and vaude. Anson 
Weeks’ orch headlining. Riding to 
satisfactory $14,500. Last week ‘Fu- 
rious’ (M-G) and vaude, smashed all 
gross and attendance records for pol- 
icy at $22,600. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
$5-55-65-75 )—‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Keeping good pace and indi- 
cates $12,000 currently after turning 
in bang-up $18,300 last week. 


$22,000, 
CLICKO PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. 
Biz is shooting upward again and 
ey surprising, too, inasmuch as 
eginning of Xmas shopping rush 


an Man’ (M-G), 
Riding for good $37,000. Last | pig week at Penn, fine $6,900. 


CINCY SKIDS: 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘What Life’ (Par) and ‘Kid Nightin- 
gale’ (WB). Former picture gets the 
nod for best biz spot has done in sev- 
eral months with a double feature. 
Good for $5,400. Last week, ‘Another 
moved here after 


WEAK 


Cincinnati, Dec. 12. 
So-so product and Yule shopping 
have pic biz in for a deep slide from 
last week, when Eddie Cantor's p.a. 


| soared the Albee to a record high. 


Only smiles 
‘Amazing Mr. Williams,’ 
and ‘Another Thin Man,’ 
moveover at Capitol. 


at Keith’s, 
which is 


currently are on) 


Latter pic was | 


| aided considerably Saturday (9) and | 


| 


| gheny 


Sunday 


(10) by personaling of Ann} 


Rutherford, whom M-G dropped off | 


here while she was en route to At- 
lanta for the ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
premiere. 

Albee is down under 
with ‘Rulers of the Sea.’ 
Uprising’ is 


this 
and ‘Alle- 


Lyric. 


lamey. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


usually produces general b.o. depresh | 


ere. Ace attractions, however, are 
bringing 'em in and current session 
1s right up among fall and winter 
leaders, 

Biggest draft is going to ‘Ninot- 
chka’ at Penn, and Jimmy Dorsey's 
band on stage is pushing ‘Disputed 
at Stanley into higher 
rackets, ‘Destry Rides Again’ hold- 
Ing up nicely in second week at 
Alvin and moves to Senator for its 
third first-run stanza, while ‘What a 

ife,’ On twinner with ‘Kid Nightin- 
ale,” credited with briskest trade 
one has done in months with a 
skid bill. Only Senator is hitting 

lds, but that was expected after 

Tazzing ‘Barricade’ took from 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 

stry Rides Again’ (U) (2a wk). 


fon ‘Parents 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3.300; 
‘Rulers Sea’ (Par). Floundering at 
$8,500 Last week, ‘Reno’ 


week | 


35-42 )— | 


a dud for the) 
‘Day-time Wife’ is a Palace | 


| 


(RKO) | 


and Eddie Cantor's stage show at 42-| 


65-cent scale, $28,000 and town’s tall- 
est take in a decade. 

Capitol (RKO) (2.000; 35-42)- 
‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G). Moved 
over from Palace for second week 
and helped plenty Saturday (9) and 
Sunday (10) by personal appearance 
of Ann Rutherford Socko $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) (2d 
run), six days, fair $3,800, 


Family (RKO) (1,000;  15-25)— 
‘Everything's Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Sued 
Libel’ (RKO), split with Torture 


Ship’ (PDC) and ‘Missing Evidence’ 
(U). Okay $2,200. Ditto last week 
Trial’ (Col) and 
Hour Live’ (U), split with ‘Lost Fly- 
ers’ (U) and ‘City Darkness’ (20th). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Amazing Williams’ (Col). Good $5,- 
300. Last week, ‘Cat Canary’ (Par), 
nice $4,800. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 35-42) —‘Alle- 
gheny Uprising’ (RKO). Very poor 
$3,000. Last week, ‘That's Wrong 
(RKO) (2d run), fair $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600; 35-42 )—‘Day- 
time Wife’ (20th). N.s.g. $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Thin Man’ (M-G), big 
$15,000. 


(2.150; 35-42)—‘Ja-_ b.o. nt, | 
Sad $3,000. | which has the Capra pic for a third! week, ‘Fugitive Large’ 


|] week, almost a record for that big) ‘Beware Spooks’ (Col), fairish $4.000, 


maica Inn’ (2d week). 


®aded for around $6,500 at Jeast,| Last week (Ist), okay $6,500. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of Dec. 14 


Capitol—‘Remember’ (M-G). 

Criterion—‘Nick Carter, Master 
Detective’ (M-G) (13). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 

Globe — ‘City of Darkness’ 
(20th) (16). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 22) 

Music Hall—‘Balalaika’ (M-G). 

Paramount — ‘Great Victor 
Herbert’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto—‘Tower of London’ (U) 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 22) 

Rivoli— ‘Destry Rides Again 
(U) (3d wk). 


‘Victor Herbert’ Most Tuneful B'way 
Entry With Jones-Martin-Green 596, 
Destry’ $28.000 Big 2d; Other Pix NSG 


Not Alone,’ ‘Elizabeth and Essex’ 
on Broadway this week, while most, and ‘That's Right, You're Wrong.’ 
of the rest of the street staggers un-| Dietrich western is displaying goud 
der the blow dealt by pre-Christmas courage at $28,000 on its second week 
apathy. Combination of ‘Victor Her-| ending last night (Tues.), and re- 
bert’ and personals of Mary Martin mains a third. With no film fran- 
and Allan Jones, who are in this pic- |chises of any kind and having no 
ture, has meant heavy patronage Stage show for extra pull, the Rivoli, 


Paramount is copping the winnings 


Happens at from the opening, with the first Where ‘Destry’ is current, is one of 
Night (20th) (15). week’s business away up in the the most fortunate of the town’s 
Strand—‘Elizabeth and Essex’ empyrean at $55,000. This is the houses in advance of Xmas. 


(WB) (3d wk). 


Week of Dec. 21 


Astor—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (19). 
Globe — ‘Cisco 
Lady’ (20th) (23). 
Musie Hall—‘Balalaika’ «M-G) 
(2d wk). 
Paramount — 
Travels’ (Par) (20). 


highest done by the Par under the! . ‘Elizabeth’ will be about $27,000 on 
policy two weeks before Xmas when | its second week at the Strand and 
business is ordinarily at its lowest also holds again, with ‘Four Wives’ 
ebb. The second and final week be-!| to follow for the holidays. At the 
gins today (Wed.), with the Par Hall, ‘We Are Not Alone’ is not prov- 
bringing in its Chistmas show next | !98 Strong but geis out at $10,000 
Wednesday (20), ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ , Satistactorily, with "Balalaika’ to tol- 
and, on stage, Glen Gray's Casa low tomorrow (Thurs.) tor holdover 
Loma band, Jimmy Savo and others. | rough Chrisimas. ; 
New pictures at the Roxy and|_. /he second week for ‘That's Right’ 
Capitol are suffering terribly. ‘Secret | 4t $9,000, fairly good, following first 
of Dr. Kildare’ will be lucky to see; 5€¥en days ot $11,000. However, a 


Kid and the 


‘Gulliver's 


Rivoli— ‘Destry Rides Again $15,000 at the Cap, while ‘Barricade OF 

(U) (4th wk) is weak at the Roxy, unlikely to ex- the theatre and 
ceed $25,000. » iS Aistributor. 

ny Swanee River’ (20th) The Rialto started out Monday (11) | Estimates for This Week 
(22). with one that appears to have some-! Astor (1,012; 75-$1.10-51.65-$2.20 )— 

Strand —‘Four Wives’ (WB) thing on the ball, Tower of London. |‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) has its re- 
(22). It should get a fancy $14,000. served seat opening here Tuesday 


Holdies include ‘Destry,’ ‘We Are night (19), following a press pre- 

view the night before. ‘Mill on Floss’ 

closed a four weeks’ run 

m | Monday night (11), final stanzu being 

around $9,000. On 28-day engage- 
all e mas es in eve an | ment showed satisfactory profit. 

| Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25) — 

4 (M-G), Taking the bumps 

badly, $15,000 tops. Last week, sec- 


‘ond for ‘Thin Man’ (M-G), around 
Glenn Miller Swinging ‘Kildare’ to Big $28,000; 16.000, weak. ‘Remember?’ (M-G ', 


|; Opening tomorrow 


(Reviewed in Vapirty, Nov. 22) 


(Thurs.) runs 
Martha Raye Unit Fine $18,000 through Monday (18), with ‘Wind’ 


having a reserved seat preem the fol- 

lowing night. After that the house 

| goes three-a-day, unreserved seats, 

Cleveland, Dec. 12, | house, which rarely holds a pic ata scale ranging from 75c. to $1.65, 

Pretty nice trade all around, with| longer than one week. Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—'That’s 

one smash, considering how houses | ‘Ninotchka’ rated a fourth week at Right’ (RKO) (2d week). On con- 
are being laced by Heifetz and Alec 


+ 


the Mayfair and ‘Another Thin Man’| cluding week ending today (Wed), 
Templeton recitals, bigtime hockey successtul stanza at | getting $11,000 the 

ye dst George Raft m.c.ing ben Estimates for This Week Globe (1,700; 25-35-85) —‘Mutiny 
er Re en | Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- | Big House’ (Mono). Doing fairly at 

Glenn Miller’s orch is holding the | 40)—‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA) | $6,500. Last week, third for ‘Beasts 
ace-spot with ‘Secret of Dr. Kildare, ‘and ‘On Toes’ (WB). Getting over|of Berlin’ (PDC), $5,500, o. k. after 
Swinging away to Ligh figure at} nicely for okay $5,500. Last week,!two fine profit-getting weeks up 
State. Martha Raye, at Palace, is|*Remember’ (M-G) and ‘Fast Furi- | ahead of $9,000 and $13,000. 


stiffening ‘Day-Time Wife’ for nice! ous’ (M-G), good $6,000. Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—Drums 


figure, and Kay Kyser’s pic is fine at|} | Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen (2,-| Mohawk’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Ki 
Hipp. 000; 30-35-40) — ‘Day-time Wite’ | Nightingale’ (WB) (st run), Fo 
Estimates for This Week (20th) and ‘20,000 Men’ (20th), Rated} bled: Indications point to no more 
Alhambra (Printz) (1.120: 10-20- about par for this house with $3,500. than $8,000, ‘Drums’ having been 


|Last week, ‘Cat Canary’ (Par) and! milked at the Roxy 
| ‘urhat Life’ (Par) eic Pinker 
Life’ (Par), eight days for fair | ‘First Love’ (U) 


Last week, 


35)—‘Little Accident’ (U) and ‘Scan- 
(2d run) and ‘Dr. 


dal Sheet’ (Col). 


$1,400 | Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- | ian’ (RKO) (1st run), $8,500, 
week, issiIng Zvicence {Vy ane! 500; 30-35-40)—‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-88-99) 


‘Covered Trailer’ (Rep), fair $1,000 | and ‘Little Accident’ (U) (4th wk.).| —'Victor 


gh for around $2,500.) stac ary Narti ; 
\__ | gh UU.' stage, Mary Martin, Alla 

Allen (RKO) (3,000: 30-35-42-55)— | Third week, $3,000, following two Johnny -chestrs 

First Love’ (U). Moveover doing! weeks at the UA. 


| Pounding through powerfully on the 


(1,800; ‘st seve 14-4 aye 
90-30-40)—‘Hidden Power’ (Col) and | 


average $3,000. Last 
beth Essex’ (WB), 


week, ‘Eliza- | 


| Orpheum 
moveover, 


(Orpheum Co.) 


4 | begins holdover stanza today (Wed.) 
| “Exile Express’ (GN), and vaude.! Nice job done in selling g pie- 
-vircle (Marmorsiein) (1,900; 15-| Average $4,700. Last week, ‘Cov-| ture and personals. Last week, sec- 
35)—‘Love_ Affair’ (RKO) andj/ered Trailer’ (Rep) and ‘Outside 


ond for ‘Cat and Canary’ (Par) and 


Tony Martin-Jan Savitt combinatior 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) $36,000, good alias SR, 


(RKO) 


seconds 


‘Bringing Baby’ 


(2d runs).| Walls’ (Col), with vaude. okay $5,300. | 
Switchback to » OKA) UU, | 


showing | 


profit at $1,600 in four days. Last! (3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) | 4 
week, ‘Chan Island’ (20th) plus' and ‘Blondie Baby’ (Col) (3d wk.). | 
‘Quick Millions’ (20th), were cut to) Unusual biz for this house, which 


four days, but $1,500 okay. |rarely holds any pic. Good $4,800 1 : ; 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) | Second week, big $6,000. | Not a big 
—‘That’s Wrong’ (RKO). Kay United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- | a + ig profit-grabber at $83,000 last 
Kyser’s recent vaude bow here shot! 35-40)—‘Another Thin Man’ week (lst) and $70,000 or close this 


(M-G) } ] ‘ jlalail-a’ 
pic off to grand start. with enough | and ‘Little Terror’ (U) (2d wk.). week ee dover. : Bala one 
speed for excellent $16,000, or mebbe | Strong $5,000. First week, big $6,-|‘M-G) opens tomorrow (Thurs.), 
bigger. Last week, ‘First Love’ (U), | 700. | playing through Christmas. 


Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—'Tower of 
| London’ (U). Opened sensationally 
| Monday (11) and should have a big 
| week of around $14,000, kickoff being 
$2,300. This is the biggest Mondav 


pleasant $10,200. 
Lake (Warner) (800: 15-25)—‘City 
Darkness’ (20th) and ‘Reno’ (RKO) 


but no more than 


$2,000. Last week, ‘Full Confession | FAIR 176 IN BROOKLYN this small-seater has ever had, which 
$1700. is all the more remarkable in view 
( he time year it’ 
—Day-Time Wife’ (20th) with Mar- Brooklyn, Dec. 12. } total of 21 hours. Troe weeks of 
tha Raye unit. With Glenn Muller Third and last week of ‘Mr. Smith | ‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO) very remu- 
at nextdoor Palace. Martha Raye 1s\ Goes to Washington’ at Fabian Para- | nerative, final five days being $6,500, 
running into toush ypposish, but] mount in downtown sector is excel- Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99) — 
i managing to get very good $18,000.| lent. Nearest competito Loew's | ‘Destry’ (U) (3d week). Begins third 
| Last week, ‘Barricade’ (20.h) with| Metropolitan, showing ‘At the Circus’ | lap today (Wed.), after nabbing po- 
Bert Wheeler and Inkspots, Okay | and ‘Intermezzo,’ tent $35,000 the first seven days and 
$15,500. | Fabian Fox opened vesterday $28,000 second week, ending last 
State (Loew's) (3.450: 30-35-42-55) | (Mon.) with ‘Cat and Canary’ and/ night (Tues.). May be held through 
—‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G) th Glenn | ‘Return of Dr. X." RKO Albee down Christmas. ‘Light that Failed,’ bought 
Miller’s band on stage. Nothing like | with ‘Day-Time Wife’ and ‘Too Busy | from Par, follows in any event 
it this season: standees from start} to Work.’ Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—Barrie- 
and no letdown in Probable Estimates for This Week | cade’ (20th) and stage show. Light- 


| Broadway. 


| 55) — ‘Ninotchka’ 
‘One | 


Albee (3,274; 25-55-50)—‘Day-Time, weight film starring Alice Fave and 
Wife’ (20th) and ‘Busy Work’ (20th).| Warner Baxter not getting any- 
here. Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G),; Nosediving to weak $14,000. Last | where; doubted if will a poor 
$14,500, satisfactory. | week, ‘First Love’ (U) and ‘Sons’ | $25,000 and will be replaced Friday 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35-42-) (RKO), healthy $19,000. | (15) with ‘Everything Happens at 
(M-G). For a Met (3.618; 25-35-50) — ‘Circus’| Night’ (20th). Last week ‘House- 
moveover, second round is working} (M-G) and ‘Intermezzo’ (UA). Fair | keeper’s Daughter’ (UA), also medi- 
up smiling $5.000. Last week, ‘An- | $17,000. Last week, ‘Eternally Yours’| ocre at the b.o., under $30,000. 


$28,000 should knock over records 
of Judy Garland and Eleanor Powell 


other Thin Man’ (M-G), second! (UA) and ‘Dancing Co-ed’ (M-G ),| State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘At Circus’ 
stanza, bit in deeper. $6.000. | nice $18,500. (M-G) (2d run) and, on vaude bill, 
| Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Mr.| Franklyn D’Amore, Cookie Bowerg 


Smith’ (Col) and ‘Five Peppers’ |and Jack Jenney band. Wheels turn- 
(Col) (83d wk). Excellent $18,000.) ing slowly here, around $18,000. Last 
Last week, bright $22.000. week ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) (2d run), 
Fox (4,089; 25-35-50 )\—‘Cat Canary’ | together with Don Redman orch and 
(Par) and ‘Dr. X’ (WB). Opened Jav C. Flippen, under $20,000. 
_ Portland, Ore., Dec. 12. vesterday (Mon.). Last week, ‘Roar- Strand (2,767; 25-20-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ is the ing Twenties’ (WB) and ‘No Place ‘Elizebeth’ (WB) and Al Donahue 
only major new pic this week in the Go’ (WB) (3d wk), nice $12,000. |band (2d week). May get around 
burg and it’s doing well at the) Strand (2.670; 25-35-40)—‘Road to $27,000, fairish, on the holdover, after 
‘Mr. Smith’ remains a, Glory’ (20th) (reissue) and ‘Tele-j| hitting $38,000 the first week, and 
Paramount, | vision Spy’ (Par). Poor $3,500. Last; remains a third. Four Wives’ is set 
(Col) and) for Christmas week, starting Friday 
(22). 


‘Daughter,’ $5,500, Nice 
In Port.; H.O.s Hold Up 


sensation at the 
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VARIETY 


Headed by ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
Travels,’ 
buyers are looking 


end ‘Gulliver's 


operators and 


theatre | 


forward to a better Christmas-New | 
Year's holiday break on film than 


Jast year, and possibly for any year 
to date. 


‘Wind’ will not get into a repre-) 


sentative number of dates In time for 
a holiday killing, but ‘Gulliver’ and 
others that will be available on a 


widespread scale will still provide | 


material which is being judged as 


much more draughty than the aver-— 


ave. This is based, in part, on pic- 
tures that have been seen by some of 
the buyers and in other cases on the 
reports obtained, reviews that have 
been written, studio inter-office info, 
etc. 

In addition to the pictures actually 
on release schedules for Christmas 
or New Year weeks, certain films are 


expected to be obiaimed on_pre- 
release by the larger buyers. This is 


usually done, where possible, so that 
both the theatre and distributor can 
cash in on holiday business through 
advance dating. Pictures completed 


‘fornia have opened new avenues for 


and number of prints available in| 


such cases dictate the extent to 
which pre-release engagements may 
be arranged. 

Films that are definitely on re- 
Jease and will be available for 
holiday playdates, besides ‘Gulliver’ 
and ‘Wind,’ include ‘A Call on the 
President,’ ‘Judge Hardy and Son,’ 
‘Everything Happens at Night,’ ‘Four 
Wives,’ ‘Send Another Coffin,’ ‘Reno,’ 
‘Balalaika,’ ‘Great Victor Herbert,’ 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame,’ ‘Desiry 
Rides Again,’ ‘Raffles,’ ‘The Earl of 


Chicago,’ ‘Swanee River,’ ‘A Child is | 


Born,’ ‘His Girl Friday,’ ‘Cisco Kid 
and Lady’ and ‘Geronimo.’ 
these have had some pre-release 
dates, in addition to a number of 
pictures 
schedules for dates ahead of Xmas 
and New Year's, have not yet been 
played extensively. In this group 


would fall ‘Elizabeth and Essex,’ ‘We | 


Are Not Alone,’ ‘Another Thin Man,’ 
‘Cat and Canary,’ ‘That's Right, 


Strong Film Product Array on Tap 
For the Xmas-New Year's Fortnight 


Some of | 


which, while on release: 


EXPLOITATION 


Girl Critics’ Angle 


Ft. Worth, Dec. 12. 

None of the film critics of 
these precincts was invited to 
the world premiere of ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ in Atlanta. But 
the hinterland reviewers ‘(most- 
lv gals) heard from C. C. Green, 
Atlanta florist, early this week. 

He wrote offering to relieve 
them of all their corsage worries 
when they got to Atlanta—at 
prices ranging from $2.50 to $10. 


Coast Houses Linked 
In Giveaways Via Long 


Distance Phone Calls 


Los Angeles, Dec, 12. 
Auto giveaways and various types 


| 


| 
| 
| 


of cash night in Fox-West Coast 
theatres throughout Southern Cali- 


showmanship in the territory, with 
majority of the managers in all op- 
erafing districts participating. 

Car giveaways, which are being 
profusely resorted to during the pre- 
Christmas season, have paved the 
way for exploitation ideas and stunts 
that hitherto have not been utilized 
over the far west’s principal theatre 
circuit. Lavish use of long distance 
telephone, by which six to 26 houses | 
in a given district are hooked up on | 
giveaway nights, has resulted in| 


CGWITW Preem Chatter 


Atlanta, Dec. 12. 

Topranking bigwigs of Selznick 
and Metro who will be here for 
world premiere of ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ at Loew's Grand Friday (15) 
include: David O. Selznick, Victor 
Fleming, who directed; Nicholas M. 
Schenck, Louis B. Mayer, Howard 
Dietz, J. Robert Rubin, Thomas J. 
Connors, southern sales mgr.; Oscar 
A. Doob, Joseph A. Vogel, William R. 
Ferguson and William F. Rodgers, 
general sales mgr. 

Opposition theatres are working to 
cash in on ‘GWTW’ preem festivities. 
Lueas & Jenkins’ 4,400-seat Fox, di- 
rectly across street from Georgian 
Terrace Hotel, ‘Wind’ headquarters, 
where stars wil stop, has built a 
front that is replica of fictional 
‘Tara,’ home of ‘Scarlett,’ and mar- 
quee blazes forth glitering ‘welcome 
to Gable, Leigh, Colbert, et al.’ 

Friday, day of premiere, has been 
declared state holiday by Gov. E. D. 
Rivers. 

Margaret Mitchell, shy Atlanta ex- 
newspaperwoman who authored 
‘Wind,’ recuperating from attack of 
flu, plans to attend preem if health 
permits. Sale of book, hypoed by 
premiere ballyhoo, has increased and 
it’s on local best seller list once 


| more. 


Paramount will exploit its forth- 
coming ‘Gulliver's Travels,’ due for 
Christmas release, by a street bally- 
hoo. 

L&J's Fox has moved up booking 
on Kay Kyser’s ‘That's Right, You're 
Wrong,’ to cash in on Kyser’s ap- 
pearance here as maestro and em- 
cee at Junior League costume ball 
night before preem. Kyser and crew 
will also play for public dance, spon- 


sored by Atlanta Journal, night of 


premiere to give folks who can't get 
into Grand a place to go. 
Big Bethel Colored Church Choir 


widespread interest in the drawings.| wil) sing spirituals on platform in 
Hookups in some instances cover | front of Grand before preem and 30 


areas ranging from 15 to 30 miles and | 
more. 


In Los Angeles proper, Cullen | 
Espy, district manager, tied in 28 | 
theatres for these giveaways. Lou | 


Christ, Arizona operator for F-WC, | 
hooked up Phoenix, Tucson and 
Globe, Ariz., and in Northern Cali- 
fornia Nick Spier, operating the San 
Joaquin valley district, has tied in 


|'several towns for football rallys 

. 
through means of long-distance 
wires. 


You're Wrong,’ ‘Secret of Dr. Kil-| 
dare,’ ‘Remember?’, ‘Mutiny in Big | 


House, ‘At the Circus,” ‘House- 
keeper's Daughter’ and others. 


ALBANY MGR. TIES IN 
AP ON TIME RELEASE 


Albany, Dec. 12. 

For screening at the Palace on 
March of Time’s ‘Newsfronts of War 
—1940,’ which utilized New York 
Associated Press headquarters to il- 
lustrate world-wide collection § of 
news and pictures, the association's 
Albany bureau and Gannett’s Knick- 
erbocker News have arranged a 
lobby display. It includes a teletype 
in action and an exhibit af AP wire 
photos. A wire loop run into the 
Fabian theatre connects up to one of 
the automatic printers by which AP 


news is disseminated on the trunk 
line between New York and Kan- 
sas City. Theatre patrons thus are 


able to see news of the day printed 
before their eyes, exactly as it goes 


over the wires to AP member pa- 
pers east of the Mississippi. 
Ibany AP men and their wives 


were guesis of manager Alex Styles, 


2 former local newspaperman, at 
® preview of the March of Time 
issue, 


Plugging Shorts 


Winnipeg, Dec. 12. 
Don Gauld, of the Metropolitan, 
turned his exploitation battery on 
the short features when the main 


Dick Dickson has theatres in his 
district from widely separated areas | 
for cash night giveaway, and B. V. | 
Sturvidant hooked up houses 
Pasadena, Glendale, Van Nuys and 
North Hollywood for his prosperity 


club nights and auto giveaways. 


| telephone in 


| Bowser 


picture Jacked anything of note on 


two occasions recently. One was 
‘Drunk Driving’ (M-G) and other 
was ‘Information Please’ (RKO). 


He held special screening for press , 


and members of local Safety Bureau 


en ‘Drunk Driving,’ with result that . 
Bureau sponsored short and papers | 


went for editorials. Also placed truck | Barret McCormick's advertising-ex- 


on streets carrying wrecked car and 
heralding short, all of which was 
provided by local trucking concern. 


Hall Baetz made lavish use of the | 
linking his houses in 
San Bernardino, Redlands, Riverside, 
Ontario and Pomona, while George 
linked up, similarly, with 
Compton, Long Beach, Wilmington 
and San Pedro. 

In using long distance phone serv- 
ice on these various giveaways, plan 
is to ring in outlying houses first and | 
finally hook them all in for the thea- 
tre at which drawing takes place, 


In On Poor Premiere 


Detroit, Dec. 12. 

Unlike most theatre managers | 
who hush up anything with an un- | 
favorable sound, Joe LaRose, man- 
ager of town’s new nabe, New Har- 
per, cashed in on the unpleasant. 
House's gala opening (Dec. 1) wasn’t 
so hot. Poor weather kept the fans 
away by the hundreds. 

Undaunted, La Rose called up the 
editors of the newspapers, said the | 
opening din’t go over so big, so he 
was doing it all over again. On Fri- | 
day (Dec. 2) there would be another 


gala affair, searchlichts and _ fire- 
works. He didn't want to disappoint 
the fans who missed the original | 
opening, he said. His originality 4 


copped space. 


RKO’s 


With RKO releasing ‘Hunchback 
of Notre Dame,’ ‘Swiss Family Rob- 
inson’ and ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ 
only about a month apart, starting 
with ‘Hunchback’ on Dec. 29, S. 


ploitation department is putting out | 
| posters on each picture for use in 
_schools and libraries throughout the | 


Radio stations also went for free 
plugs. | 
On ‘Information Please,’ Gauld 


called in the paint shop boys to make 
signs for the back of all Canada Dry 
ixucks in town, and also rush window 
end counter displays for key stores. 


‘fice collaborated in the framing. 


RKO will have 6,000 of these so- 


; cial ‘GWTW’ editions Friday. 
| two weeks all three rags have car- 


return 


Wesleyan College alumnae will serve 
as official hostesses in theatre lobby. 
P.a. system will carry story of ar- 
rival of stars to thousands expected 
to jam area in front of Grand. 

All three local papers, Constitution, 
Journal and Georgian, will issue spe- 
For 


ried a classified adv offering $150 for 


| four $10 box seats to Junior League 


ball. 
much 
preem. 


Similar ads have offered as 
as $100 apiece for ducats to 


Special Editions 
Ann Rutherford, ‘Carreen' in 
‘Wind,’ will be first player to arrive 
on scene. She has been visiting rela- 


| tives in Lexington, Ky., and is ex- 
pected here today (Wed.). She re- 


cently visited Greenville, S. C.,, 
National Cotton Festival. 
to Hollywood from here to 
appear in ‘40 Little Mothers’ 
Eddie Cantor. 

Rearrangement of studio produc- 
tion schedule will permit 
(‘Melanie’) de Havilland to-be here 


for preem and attendant festivities. | 
She will fiy in with Coast contingent. | cision 


| the management of the company’s 


Wednesday, December 13, 1939 | 


‘Gulliver’ Getting Early 
Juve Buildups In Det. 


Detroit, Dec. 12. 
"Gulliver's Travels’ is not due 
here for weeks, but the pic is al- 
ready getting a buildup through ar- 
rangements for showing to young- 
sters through all of American Le- 


and hospital connections, 


In addition to charity plans for 
film, it is being pitched into con- 


Sue Reade and Storrs; 


Charge Mismanagement 


Henry H. Frieder, Henry and 


N. Y. supreme court Monday (11) 
Amusements, Inc., Birch Holding 
Corp. of Hudson, R. J. Service Corp., 
and the estate of Frank V. Storrs 
charging waste and mismanagement 


son. The removal of Reade, ap- 
pointment of a receiver, an account- 
ing and damages are sought. 


The three plaintiffs claim. that 
leaseholds on the Hudson Playhouse, 
Rialto, Star, Park and Community 
theatres in Hudson County, N. J. 
Threatened by Reade, they declare, 
they sold him a half interest in their 
holdings. The complaint alleges 
Reade was about to build opposition 
theatres. The plaintiffs, bv virtue of 
their deal, no longer s€cured product 
from Soteros Cocalis. 


As the Community theatre had not 


| Been completed, the deal included its 
| completion at a cost not to exceed 


| $160,000. It is charged the final fig- | 
|; ure was over $100,000 above that 
|sum. Reade is also charged with 


having removed the plaintiffs from 


| affairs, wasted corporate assets, and 


where she was honorary queen of | 
She will 
| 


with | 


Olivia | 


filed improper income taxes. 


F&M-IATSE in St. Louis 
Huddling Despite Suit 


St. Louis, Dec, 12. 
Although there has been no de- 
handed down in the suit 


Laura Hope Crews, ‘Aunt Pittypat,’ | brought by Fanchon & Marco to en- 
and Ona Munson, ‘Belle Watling,’ | join members of IATSE, Local No. 


will train in Thursday. A _ special 
welcome is being prepared for Eve- 
Ivn Keyes, Cecil B. DeMille protege, 
who is an Atlanta gal and plays part 
of ‘Suellen.’ 

E. B. Coleman, southern division 
p.a. chief for Metro, rates orchids for 
his work as boss of ‘Wind’ headquar- 
ters, set up three weeks ago. He has 
had able assistance from William He- 
bert, out of N. Y., Todd Ferguson, of 
Memphis, and James Thames, of this 


| 


| F&M, there has been a resumption 


sector. The boys have really put out. | 


Twenty-one bands will be stationed 
along the line of march of the pa- 
rade of ‘Wind’ stars through the city 
Thursday and 750 R.O.T.C. students. 


| National Guardsmen and police will 
Fifty | 
| trial 


try to hold back the crowds. 
patrolmen have been assigned to 
keep everybody except pass holders 
out of Georgian Terrace Hotel, where 
stars will stay. A _ special troop of 
Georgia National Guard Cavalrymen 


will also be on duty to protect the 
luminaries. 


Mayor William B. Hartsfield will 
present Hollywood contingent with 


| Wedgewood china tea and coffee sets 
| bearing pictures of historie sights in 


Atlanta. 
Twelve governors of Southern 
States will be present for the 


premiere. 


Oh, You Oscar 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Release date on Metro’s ‘The Earl 


of Chicago’ was moved from Jan. 5 
, to the 


last week in December to 


called research exhibits on each of ,make it eligible for an Academy 


the three pictures, with the liter- 
ary and educational angle stressed. | 


award. 


Studio chiefs decided on the shift 


Educational] division of the Hays of-7 after watching Robert Montgomery’s 


‘work in a sneak at Pasadena. 


143, from picketing the 5,000-seater 
Fox and nabes of the St. Louis Amus. 
Co., operated under 


contract by 


of huddles for a new contract. Aq] 
negotiations were blown up on Oct. | 
1 when F&M, despite protests from 
the union, transferred projectionists | 
from one house to another without | 
approval or knowledge of the local's | 
execs. When F&M refused to recede 
from its stand picketing began at six 
nabes and later spread to the Fox 


| and Ambassador, downtown delux- 


in his appeal from the ouster, which 


ers. 

Then F&M brought an injunction 
suit in Clayton, St. Louis County, 
and the decision has been under ad- 
visement for several weeks after a 
lasting 8 days. The contract 
expired Sept. 1. The local’s execs 
insist it alone has the right to 
sign projectionists and until this 
point is settled there seems small 
likelihood of the mess being cleaned | 
up. 

The Missouri supreme court last 
week nixed a plan of William F. 
Canavan and several other members 
of Local No. 143 for a writ of pro- 
hibition to restrain Cireuit Judge 
Ernest F. Oakley from approving the 
payment of bills from union funds 
in connection with the picketing of 
F&M’s theatres. 

The local has been operating under | 
receivers appointed by Judge Oakley | 
after John F, Nick and Clyde A. | 
Weston were ousted from control of 
the union. Canavan and his asso- 
ciates intervened on behalf of Nick, 


as- 


was recently transferred by the su- 
preme court to the St. Louis court 
of appeals because ef Jack of juris- 
diction, 


in the handling of theatres in Hud- paraded through center of city to 


|Georgian Terrace 


William Grossman filed suit in rd 


against Walter Reade, Reade Hudson | jang, Ciaudette Colbert. 1 


Hartsfield, six Confederaie vets 
prior to May, 1937, they owned the | 


| platform. <A press party, to which 


,250 newspaper folk have been in- 
vited, will follow. 
Junior League costume ball for 


/climax Thursday's 


|against personals. 


‘TWO WISCONSIN TOWNS | 


| fine to have the picture shown en | 


'neth Roberts’ story. 


‘utive offices in New York for ulti 


‘tures for Paramount release. ~ 
was caused by overcrowding of 


| and moves to Kernville for exte 
later in the week. 


Atlanta’s Gone Completely Wind: 
Premiere Becomes a 4-Day Civic Fest 


Atlanta, Dec. 12 
With the Stars and Bars of the be. 
| loved Confederacy flying from every 
| Vantage point, an excited, jittery At, 
/lanta—from cab driver to 
Leaguer—awaits the 


Junior 
starting guy 
| Thursday (14) that will signal a fours 
| day festival surrounding the world 

premiere of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’g 
| release of Selznick-International’s 
|picturization of ‘Gone With the 
| Wind,’ Margaret Mitchell's besi seller 


gion, Federation of Women’s Clubs | gt Loew's Grand Friday (15). 


Stores have put up false fronts and 
Atlanta has taken on the appearance 
of the small town it was in the days 


sciousness of highschool students. | befo’ de wah. Men are seen in the 
United Theatres is running a contest | colorful attire of the 60's and At. 


pantalettes, bustles 
everything. 

Celebration will get under way 
Thursday when ‘perpetu 
light? will be lit. This is an old 
lamp standard, standing in center of 
town, which was battered by cannon 
fire during Battle of Atlanta. Gas 


Chartered plane 
Gable, Vivien Leigh, Olivia deHavil. 
saurence 


tingent, is skedded to arrive af 
Municipal Airport at noon Thursday, 
They will be met by officials and 


Hotel, “‘GWTW' 
headquarters, where they will be met 
by Gov. E. D. Rivers, Mayor Wi!liam 


and six Confederate widows, on a 


charity at 6,000-seat City Aude, will 
activities, with 
music by Kay Kyser and ork, who 
will play this date for expenses only, 
Every ticket to this event has been 
sold out for two weeks, Maj. Clark 
Howell, ed and publisher of Atlanta 
Constitution, will preside over in« 
troduction of stars at ball. 

Stars will not appear on stage 
preem, due to contract provisé 
However, they 
will be introed from their seais, 
Scaled at $10 per seat, all proceeds 
go to Atlanta Community ‘Chest) 
Fund. It’s been a sellout for weeks. 

Four-day ‘GWTW Festival’ will 
come to close Sunday afternoon with 
annual Christmas civie pageant at 
City Aude, 

All-in-all, ‘Wind's’ premiere will be 
greatest event in history of this town, 


{ Pre 
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Paree’ 
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35-40 )- 
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Stat 


which, it must be remembered, is 8 
Dixie metropolis of some 500,000 
population and not a village on ml 


| can be easily organized for such an 


event. It is safe to say that no past} 
premiere has had as much effort— 
or money—poured into it as M-G has 
splurged on this S-I pie. 


FIGHT FOR ‘PASSAGE 


Milwaukee, Dec. 
bitter between 
towns for 


12, 
Rivalry is two 
Wisconsin 


40)—'! 
town’s 
slippe: 
ong ; 
ently. 
public 
critics 
should 
Last v 
poor. 
Upte 
Destin 
Arms’ 


premiere of dry 
Metro’s ‘Northwest Passage.’ Riptg 


has put in its bid on the sirength 
of Spencer Tracy being a former 
student of Ripon College, which is 
to award him a degree, and academit 
and civic leaders think it would be 


in that community. Prairie de Chien, 
however, has a different idea That } 
historie town on the Mississippi 38 
prominent in the locale of the Ken: | 


The Metro exchange in Milwaukee 
has been deluged with letters from 
churches, schools, clubs, politicians 
and civie leaders requesting the first 
showing, but all communications 
have been turned over to the ex€c- 


mate decision. 


Move ’Em and Hold ‘Em | 


Hollywood, Dee. 12. 
Harry Sherman moved his troupe 
into Grand National studio to shoet 
interiors on ‘Hold Your Horses,’ last 


i 1 Cassidy 
of his 1939-40 Hopalong Cass! Shift 


eral Service lot. 


Shooting started yesterday (Mon. 
yiers 


ane $ 
In sec 


Two 
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| J. Theatre Owners | 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


he be. 

every Minneapolis, Dec. 12. | 
ry Atel Pre- Christmas influence doing 
Juniop; plenty of dirty work here and mak- 


bad situation worse. Things 


ad enough before this latest 


were 


# fours slump, which aggravates a depres- 


wor] 


ion «that hasn't unloosened its 


layer's stranglehold materially, except in a| 
‘iOnal’s| few comparatively isolated instances, | 


hth 


| seller 


and 


arane 


e days}*ichka’ holding forth at the State. 


in th 


ejfor a considerable period. : 
For a change there’s only a single 
stage show, the usual one at the) 
Minnesota and that minus its usual | 
strength. The single outstanding | 
e screen newcomer probably is ‘Nin- 


@rhat’s Right, Your Wrong.’ ‘Barri- 


sion under present conditions. 
‘First Love’ is holding over at the. 

World for a fourth week. Its third 

week was surprisingly big. 

y Estimates for This Week 


t | 
ta a ster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
ter of elevision Spy’ (Par) and ‘Busy 
et Ol Work’ (20th), dual first-runs. In for | 


‘annon 
Gas} cated. 


istori 


eep itifirst-runs, 


Clark {dual first-runs, $1,200, mild. 
Havil. 
rence 


light $3,500. Last week, ‘Ja- 
_maica Inn’ (Par), big $6,300 for seven 


six days. Good enough $1,500 indi- 
Last week, ‘Tropic Fury’ (U) 
(RKO), dual 
‘Sued Libel’ 
(U), 


Chand ‘Flying Deuces’ 
split with 


(RKO) and ‘One Hour Live’ 


Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
5-40)—'Barricade’ (20th). Warner 
axter no longer a draw here. Looks 


ays and mild $700 for two additional 


andfeantos, making nine days in all. 


on afin prospect. 


fo 
e, wil 


with 
who 


Esquire (Gillman) 


stalthough highly praised. Light $700 
Last week, ‘Ballerina’ | 
iFrench), $1,000, very disappointing 
_j considering big advertising and ex- | 
ploitation campaign. | 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998: 
20,000 Men’ (20th). No names to 
overcome seasonal and other handi- | 
caps. Having tough sledding and} 
will be lucky to reach mild $2,800. 


25 )— | 


r 
l 


s only,jLast week, ‘Cat Canary’ (Par), $5,200, 


been 
Clark 
tlanta/day. 


er in 


age 
ovisd 


they 
seals, 


pceed 
Chest 


weeks, 


wil 


with 


ant 


vill be 
town, 
1, is 40)—‘Ninotchka’ 


very big, breaking house record. 
Got light $400 for one additional 


-| Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 20- 
80-40)—Girl Rio’ (Rep) and stage 
ow, including Wally Vernon. 
»thing on stage or screen that spells 
boxoffice here. Poor $4,800 indi- 
cated. ast week, ‘Heroes Blue’ 
(Mono) and A. B. Marcus’ ‘La Vie 
S$} Paree’ unit, big $11,000, with Marcus 
)ishow entirely responsible. | 
Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- | 
1} 85-40) —That’s Wrong’ (RKO). Get- 
ting some attention from Kyser fans, 
' but not enough to make much coin 
impression, Headed for light $5,000. 
Last week, ‘At Circus’ (M-G) and 
Clyde McCoy's orch, big $12,700. 
State (Par-Singer) 
(M-G). 


100,000 f town's ace attraction, but Garbo had 


whieh 


Slipped here as a magnet and her 


mas Only Makes Things Tougher 
Mpls.; Garbo Pretty Good $7,500 


+ 


| Latter grossed swell $2,300, making 
1d Atsfeade’ and ‘20,000 Men a Year,’ other | week hit $3,200, good. 
m thisffilm attractions, lack the punch nec- 
Wearefessary to make much of an impres- | 15-20-25), 
e with 
$1,300 
i (M-G), moveover from Nebraska for 


| sidering 


WTW'leurse Cavell’ (RKO) (2d run). Did 
pe metlight trade first-run and not ex- | 
‘i!iam{citing any too much interest here, | b ] 9 


(2,300; 25-35- | 


Easily the with 


ich ong absence hasn't helped, appar- | 


pat 


ently. Picture has had considerable 


t 


Fort—| publicity and is being praised by 
ty critics and customers, so takings 
G ha} should reach pretty good $7,500. 


INS 


\GE 


12, 


Last week, ‘Rulers Sea’ (Par), $3,800, 
poor. 


Destiny’ (WB) split with ‘Babes 
Arms’ (M-G). First nabe showings. 
Big $3,000 in prospect. Last week. 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th) split 
f with ‘Destiny’ (WB), mild $2,000. 

World (Steffes) 


—First Love’ (U) (2d wk). Doing 


two! Very well here after two weeks at 


re 0 


ength 
ormer 


ich } 


demic 
ild be 


1 firs 


Tha 


{| Orpheum. Satisfactory $1,800 indi- 
Ripa pled. Last week big $2,600, after 


=n@ $10,000 in first and light $4,200 


Two Lincoln Closings 


t 


t 


‘wen | Boosting Other Houses 


ppi 

| Lincoln, Dec. 12 
Line 
skedded for closing (3), 

aukee allied a week and shuttered (10), 

into a month’s remodelling, 

fro 7 tich makes two dark spots on the 

icians | (W. This is helping the other houses 


e first | Maintain an even keel in spite of the 


ation 
exec 
ulti 


| (NTI-Noble-Monroe ) (750: 
12. 


Tistmas spending. 


‘ 


nifty $4,200, 


or the 
| iberty. r more at 


é indications being it'll g 
Until the holidays, 


Estimates for This Week 


ad iders of Sage’ (Metrop) and 
Blind Alley’ (Col), split with 


roupe | Stranger Texas’ (Col) and ‘Excitin 
shoot Night (U). House slowing to $700 
* Jast mal Last week, ‘Colorado Sunset’ 
fea- | gy iP? and ‘Daughter Tong’ (Metrop), 
Shift | sp; with ‘Parents Trial’ (Col) and 


Gen 


Mon. 


000: 
Col). y 


saved $500" Autry portion 
berty (NTI-Noble-Federer) 
‘Mr. Smith’ 
200d, $4,200. Will h.o. 
ast week, Fugitive Large’ (Col) 

29" (Col), four days, 

(RKO) and ‘French 


in second week at Orpheum. | 


| Uptewn (Par) (1,100; 25-35 )—‘Dust 


(350; 25-35-40-55) | 


ico Road.’ 


j}along toward fine $6,500 on rave no- 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
(Based on 26 cities, 181 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
Total Gross Same Week 


Last Year....... .... $1,248,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 158 theatres) 


Follies’ unit on stage, three days. 


Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) 
House closed. ‘Henry 
Arizona’ (M-G) and ‘White Room’ 
(U), tive days to closing (10), so-so, 
Previous week, ‘Babes Arms’ 


(1,600; 10- 


six days, nice $2,300. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236: 10- 
25-40)-—Another Thin Man’ (M-G). 
Getting $5,000, extraordinary con- 
season. Holds four extra 
days. Last week, ‘Secret Kildare’ 
(M-G), five days, nice $2,600. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10- 
25-35) — ‘Remember’ (M-G). Light 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Day-time Wife’ 
(20th), okay $3,700. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble-Monroe) 
(1,100; 10-20-25)—‘On Toes’ (WB) 
and ‘Ware Case’ (GB). Slow, $1,000. 
Last week, ‘Woman Judge’ (Col) and 
‘Blondie Baby’ (Col), good $2,600. 


BREEZE 
MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Dee. 12. 

‘Ninotchka’ is setting a merry 
Main Street pace at Loew’s this 
week and Garbo’s switch to comedy 
is attracting business nigh onto dou- 
ble previous grosses for the Swedish 
sphinx, Picture is no record-breaker, 
but is topping everything else in 
sight for the week, 

Local reviewers are calling it 
‘Melvyn Douglas Week.’ He's mo- 
nopolizing two major screens, Loew’s, 
in ‘Ninotchka,’ and the Malco Palace, 
in ‘Amazing Mr. Williams.’ Latter 
is also getting a nice turnout. 

Indie Orpheum dropped its screen 
this week for a four-day return en- 
gagement of ‘Tobacco Road.’ House 
closed Monday through Wednesday, 
Evelyn Brent headlining new 
stage show starting Thursday (14), 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew's (Loew) (2,600; 10-30-40)— 

‘Ninotchka’ (M-G). Garbo breezing 


tices and word of mouth. Last week 
‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G), $10,500, 
terrific. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-30-40) 

“Child Is Born’ (WB). Maternity 
drama no great shakes in pre-Christ- 
mas atmosphere. Lucky to get $3,- 
000. Last week ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par), 
$4.400, good. 

Maleo Palace (Lightman) (2,200; 
Williams’ (Col). 
Blondell-Douglas team making neat 
impression for maybe $5.500. Last 
week ‘First Love’ (U), $5,300, about | 
as expected. 

Orpheum 
15-40-55) 
four-day 


(Cullins-Evans) (2,800; 
House dropped pix for | 
roadshow stand of ‘Tobac- 
Last week ‘Bad. Angel’ 


| (M-G) with Johnny Perkins unit on | 


Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ is 


stage, four days, $3,100, n.s.g. 
Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-20- 
30)—Fugitive Large’ (Col), ‘Neigh- | 
bors. Carters’ (Par) and ‘One Hour | 
to Live’ (U), split. Good $2,000. 
Last week ‘Coast Guard’ (U) and 
‘Tropic Fury’ (U), $1,800, okay. 


Yule Sloughing Prov.; 
‘Dr. X’-Vaude Fair 536 


Providence, Dec. 12. 

Main spots are in the grip of the 
pre-holiday blues. with most Xmas 
shoppers intent on the business at 
hand and ignoring theatres. 

Biz dropped all around, 
still good for season. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
‘You're Wrong’ (RKO) and ‘Sons’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Though pace gen- 
erally slow, still good for nice $5,400. 
Last week, swell $9,700. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G) and | 
‘Grey Walls’ (Col) (2d run), Hold-| 
ing up for nice $4,000. Last week, | 


though 


‘Ninotchka’ (M4) and ‘Fast Furious’ 
(M-G) (2d run), hefty $5,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Return Dr. X’ (WB) and vaude. 
House can bank on certain number 
of regular customers to keep gross to 
at least fair $5,500. Last week, ‘Call 
Messenger’ (U) and _ vaude, nice 
$6,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th) and ‘Horn- 
leigh Vacation’ (20th). Headed for 
good $7,000. Last week, ‘Eliza- 
beth Essex’ (WB) and ‘Private De- 
tectives’ (WB), swell $8.000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) and ‘Beware 
Spooks’ (Col). Little interest being 
shown will keep this one around 
average $11,000. Last week, ‘An- 
other Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Grey 
Walls’ (Col), grand $16,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Amazing Mr. Williams’ (Col) and 
‘Miracle Main Street’ (Col). Paced 
at fair $6,500. Last week, ‘Rulers 
Sea’ (Par) and ‘Covered Trailer’ 
(Rep), nice $7,500. 


Indpls. Way Off; 
Daughter Not 
So Good, $8,000 


Indianapolis, Dec. 12. 

Throngs of Christmas shoppers 
crowding the downtown streets are 
passing the boxoffices of the film 
houses this week as if the lobby dis- 
plays were small pox signs. Lyric, 
with Ted Weems’ orch on stage to 
pull ’em in, is the only house that 
looks okay. 

Loew's is out front in the pix 
house race, but still under par with 
‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ and ‘Henry 
Goes Arizona.’ Circle is n.g, dual- 
ling ‘Eternally Yours’ and ‘Reno.’ 
Indiana is very dull with ‘Day-Time 
Wife’ and ‘City in Darkness.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- ; 


40)—‘Beasts of Berlin’ (Indie) and 
‘Big Guy’ (U). Better than second- 
run figures to which house is ac- 
customed, but still not so hot at 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Return Frog’ 
(Sel) and ‘Demon Barber’ 
after good opening to so-so $2,900. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40) — ‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) and 
‘Reno’ (RKO). Under expectations 
with mild $5,500. Last week, ‘Not 
Alone’ (WB) and ‘Private Detective’ 
(WB), weak $4,200. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25- 
30-40)—‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th) and 
‘City Darkness’ (20th). Room to 
hunt buffalo in town’s biggest de 
luxer. Poor $4,000. Last week, 
‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Laugh Off’ (U), 
n.g. $6,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ 
‘Henry Arizona’ (M-G). Lavish ads, 
but under average $8,000. Last week, 
‘Ninotchka’ 
dent’ (M-G), fair $8,500. 

Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘20,000 Men’ (20th) and Ted Weems’ 
orch, Profitable $11,500. Last week, 
‘Man Montreal’ (U) and Shep Fields’ 
orch and Lum and Abner on stage, 
built through rustics’ radio plugs to 
lusty $15,700. 


BETTE LIGHT 


BLAH OMAHA 


Omaha, Dec. 12. 
Xmas shopping season is putting 
pic b.o.’s into a downward spin. 
‘Ainazing Mr. Williams,’ 


| is best of a sorry week 


New form of competish is the ice 


rink at Ak-Sar-Ben Coliseum, which 
has about two pro hockey games | 


per week and open rest of time fol 


| individual skating. Games are draw- 


ing an average of 4,000 customers. 


Estimates for This Week 

Avenue-Dundee-Military (Gold- 
oerg) (800-600-950; 10-25) ‘Holly- 
wood Cavalcade’ (20th) and ‘Dust’ | 
(WB), dual, split with ‘Hawalian 
Nights’ (U) and ‘Came Out’ (M-G), | 
fairish $1,600. Last week, ‘Boys 
Town’ (M-G) and ‘Have Music’ 


(UA), dual, split with ‘Frontier Mar- 
shall (20th), ‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) 
and ‘Fraud’ (Par), tripler, $1,600, 
so-so, 


Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- | 


25-35-40) —‘Amazing Williams’ (Col) 
and ‘Sons’ (RKO), dual. 
$5,000. Last week, ‘That's 
(RKO) and ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB), 
nine days, $7,000, swell. 

Omaha (Blank) (2.000; 10-25-40)— 
‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB) and ‘Blue 
Grass’ (WB). Getting light $7,000 


in six days. Last week, ‘Another 
Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Heaven 
Fence’ (20th), eight days. $11,000, 
great. 
Orpheum 

—‘Remember’ (M-G) and ‘Bad 
Angel’ (M-G). N. g. $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th) and 


‘Rio’ (U), fairish $8,000 in eight days. 
Paramount (Blank) (3.000; 10-25- 


(UA) and) 


(M-G) and ‘Call Presi- | 


at Brandeis, | 


Very nice | 
Wrong’ | 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
$301,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


40)-——‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G). 
Time Wife’ (20th), from Orpheum. 
Mediocre $5,000 in six days. Last 
week, ‘Fast Furious’ (M-G) plus Cab 
Calloway orch, solid $13,000 in six 
| days. 

State (Goldberg) (900: 10-20-25- 
35)—‘Jeepers Creepers’ (Rep), first- 
run and ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ 
(20th). Fairish $1,000. Last week, 
‘Hells Angels’ (Atl and ‘Sky Devils’ 
(Atl); $1,100, fair. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—‘Death Valley’ (Rep), ‘Girl Rio’ 
(Mono) and ‘Stunt Pilot’ (Mono), 
first-run tripler, split with ‘Death 
Rides Range’ (Cap), ‘Escape’ (20th), 
first-runs, and ‘Rains Came’ (20th), 
tripler. Good $1,200. Last week, 
‘Frontier Marshall’ (20th), ‘Married 
Cop’ (Rep), first-run, and ‘Winter 
Carnival’ (UA), tripler, split with 
‘Texas Wildcats’ (Cap), first-run, 
‘Allen Case’ (Par) and ‘Have Music’ 
(UA), tripler, $1,100, fairish. 


FRISKY 


(Sel). slid | 


Washington, Dec. 12, 
*‘Destry Rides Again’ looks to be in 
front this week, putting Keith’s off- 
the-mainstem straight pixer in front 
of the two big vaude spots. ‘Rulers 
; of the Sea’ and Charlie Butterworth 
| p.a. at Earle slightly topping 
‘Eternally Yours’ and vaude at Cap- 


itol. ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ is last 
among the newcomers. 

With Keith’s only house really 
| pleased, other boys are howling 
| plenty that the pre-Christmas slump 
is taking over. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
— Eternally Yours’ (UA) and vaude. 


worth p.a. at opposition and won't 
get over light $13,000. Last week, 
‘Intermezzo’ (UA) and vaude, dis- 
appointing $14,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) (2d run). 
| Third week downtown after two sock 
| stanzas at Palace aiming at big $6,000 
for eight days. Last week, ‘Circus’ 
(M-G) (2d run), fair $4,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) and vaude. All 
ads carrying slug-line ‘not a war pic- 
ture,’ but it isn’t drawing. Hefty 
credit goes to Charlie Butterworth 
p.a. for passable $14,000. Last week, 
‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and Joe Cook 
headlining, just fair $14.000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 35-55) 
‘Destry’ (U). Sock long-term bally 
and rave reviews paying off to tune 
of beautiful $14.500. Last week, 
‘Tower London’ (U), oke $7,000. 


Met (WB) (1.600; 25-40)—‘Dr. X 
(WB). Occasional first run spot 
| should snag nice $5,500. L: week, 


ist 
(WB) (2d run) 


| ‘Elizabeth Essex’ 
| solid $5,300. 
Palace (Loew) 


(2.242: 35-55)— 
| ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA). Nice 
notices and word of mouth seem un- 
Last 
oke 


able to lift it over fair $12.500. 
week. ‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th), 
| $14,500. 


| 
‘Dawn’ Comes Up With 
Good $7,500 in Montreal 


Montreal, Dec. 12. 
Looks like a mediocre week cur- 
rently, with couple of 
| Christmas shopping and ‘Ice Vanities’ 
| at the Forum cutting into grosses. 
| Best outlook is at Capitol on ‘Each 
| Dawn I Die.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1.600; 30-50)— 


(5) to Monday (11). Lucky to get 
|$2.000. Pic hurt by ‘Lion Wings’ 
(UA) at Palace. 

Palace (CT) (2,700: 25-45-55)— 
‘Tion Wings’ (UA) (2d wk). In line 


Moveover from Omaha, and ‘Day- | 


Ted Mack revue can’t battle Butter- | 


| is $5,000, poor. 


repeats, | 


Garbo's Laugh L. A.’s Dish, $7,000; 
Kyser Nifty $17,700, ‘Tower’ Plus 
Casa Loma, 156, ‘Alone’ 2d OK 9146 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 

Greta Garbo is the big noise in 
town currently and day-date run of 
‘Ninotchka’ at Loew’s State-Grau- 
man’s Chinese is heading for excel- 
lent $27,000. State, with big $14,509, 
is town’s solo leader also. 

Kay Kyser’s film debut is quite en- 
couraging at the RKO and Pantages 
and will get three extra days. Para- 
imount has U’s ‘Tower of London’ 
with Casa Loma orch on stage and is 
just hitting fair pace. Warners day- 
daters are holding over Paul Muni 
| opus, ‘We Are Not Alone,” for second 
week despite mild $15,800 combined 
on initial seven days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,516; 30-40- 
55-75) — ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ 
(UA) and ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ 
(20th). Good on moveover for $2,100 
and holds through Saturday (16). 
Last week, ‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th) 
and ‘City Darkness’ (20th), wound 
up on moveover with $1,200. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75 )—‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and 
‘Bad Angel’ (M-G), dual. Hitting for 
lucrative $12,500. Last week, ‘House- 
keeper’s Daughter’ (UA) and ‘Honey- 
moon’s Over’ (20th), pretty dismal 
$7,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Not Alone’ (WB) and ‘Private 
Detective (WB), dualed (2d wk). 
over despite fairly weak first stanza. 
Current looks like $4,500, on top of 
$7,700 first seven days. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) — ‘Inter- 
mezzo’ (UA) (5th wk). Has two 
more stanzas to go. Current week 
|good for another $1,600 after last 
| week ground out $2,200, still profit- 
able. 
| Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Not Alone’ (WB) and ‘Private 
Detective’ (WB) (dual (2d wk). 
Looks like around $4,900 on hold- 
over after so-so first week of $8,100. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 30-40-55)— 
‘That’s Wrong’ (RKO) and ‘Scandal 
Sheet’ (Col), dual. Arousing interest 
for good $8,500 and holds three ad- 
ditional days. Last week, second 
stanza ‘First Love’ (U) and ‘Witness 
| Vanishes’ (U), okay $6,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-40-55) 
London’ (U) and_ stage 
| show. Nothing to get excited about 
|}at around $15,000. House dark for 
| seven days after current stanza to 
| permit remodeling. Last week, ‘Night 
/ of Nights’ (Par) and Ritz Bros. on 
_stage, disappointing $15,000. 
| RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) — ‘That's 
| Wrong’ (RKO) and ‘Scandal Sheet’ 
| (Col), dual. Kay Kyser opus bring- 
| ing good $9,200 and holds three extra 
days. Last week, good $6,909 
garnered on second week of ‘First 
Love’ (U) and ‘Hour Live’ (U). 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
|75)—Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘Bad 
Angel’ (M-G). Town’s best grosser 
}and good for excellent $14,500. Not 
terrific, however. Last week, ‘House- 
keeper’s Daughter’ (UA) and ‘Honey- 
moon’s Over’ (20th), washout at 
$9,800. 

United Artists (F-WC) 


(2.100: 30- 


40-55) — ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ 
'(UA) and ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ 
| (20th). Just so-so $2,500 on move- 


over. Last week, ‘Another Thin Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Heaven Fence’ (20th), 

| satisfactory $4,400 on moveover. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Heaven Fence’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Should add another $4,100 on current 


stanza after profitable $6,100 last 
week. 
for very good $6,000 after excellent 


week. 


$10,000 last 


Capitol (CT) (2,700: 25-45-55)— 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB). This will be 
tops currently, with good $7,500 in 


sight. Last week, ‘Drums Mohawk’ 
(20th), faded after good start to only 
fair $5,000: 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Rulers of Sea’ (Par). Best in sight 
Last week, repeat of 
‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB), disappoint- 
ing $3,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘20.000 Men’ (20th) and ‘Little Acci- 
/dent’ (U). Just fair $3.000. Last 
week, ‘Full Confession’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO), poor $2,800. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50 )— 
‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA) and 
‘Man Dared’ (Par) (2d wk). Mid- 
‘dling $2,200 after good $3,500 last 
week. 

_ Cinema de Paris | (France-Film) 
| (600; 25-50)—‘Entente Cordiale’ (24a 
wk). Pacing for nice $1,500 after 


(Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) | ‘Fighting Navy’ (Emp-Brit), Tuesday | good $2,200 last week. 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
| 34)—‘Maison de Malpais’ and ‘Adieu 


| Vienne.’ Sighting fair $4,000. Tast 
| week, ‘Paradis Satan’ and ‘Petite 


, Peste,’ good $5.000. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Philly Biz Bullish: Horror Dual Big 


$4,200 in Arty: Loy-Powell Fine 186 


Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 


The power of the press is proving gel’ 


& myth here with the hefty b.o. being 


l55)—at Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Bad An- 


(M-G). Fair $6,500 promised. 
Last week, ‘Dress Parade’ (WB) and 


‘Thin Man’ Very Hefty 
$12,000 in Forte Denver 


Denver, Dec. 12. 


‘Another Thin Man’ is turning in 


| bang-up biz at the Orpheum and 
get h.o. 


‘Geronimo,’ in second week at 


Denham, is still good. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 


turned in by ‘Another Thin Man’ at|‘Main St. Lawyer’ (Rep), $7,500, | «piernally Yours’ (UA), after week 


the Stanley. | 
wasn't treated kindly by the pic re- 


Though the picture benefitting from Kay Kyser over- at Denver. 


flow. 


views, names of William Powell and j.¢-Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 


Myrna Loy 
potent enough to register nice $18,- | 
000 for the week. 

Surprising are the crowds 


tiny, arty Studio waiting in line to Work’ 


on the marquees are) —Disputed Passage’ (Par) and ‘Cat 


Canary’ (Par) (both 2d run). Will 


take around $5,000, fair. 
(20th) (both 3rd run), $6,000, 


see the twinhorrors ‘Return of the good. 


Frog’ and ‘Demon Barber of Fleet! 
St.,’ set to hang up a near record for | 


this downtown indie. | 


State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Win- 
ter Carnival’ (UA) (2d wk). Headed 


Other films showing strength are for $9,000, satisfactory, First week 


‘That's Right, 
‘Ninotchka, ’ | 


Kay Kyser’s 
Wrong,’ ‘Not Alone,’ 
‘Mr. Smith’ and ‘Housekeeper's 
Daughter,’ the 

moveovers. 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Not Alone’ (WB) (2d wk.). 


You're big $15,000. 


Estimates for This Week ° » 9 
| 


Muni | 
starrer still strong on the holdover, 
with nice $9,000 for the second trip. 


Opener brought profitable $13,600. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57-68 )— 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) (3d wk.). Three 
trips is becoming a habit at the Boyd 
jately. Garbo’s comedy getting nice 
$10,000 for this round, following 
hefiy $14,800 for second. ‘Remember’ 
(M-G) opens tomorrow (Wed). 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘That's Wrong’ (RKO). Better-than- 
average $15.200. Last week ‘Dis- 
puted Passage’ (Par), fair $14,400. | 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) | 


—‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA)! 
(2d run) (2d wk.). Still plenty on) 


the ball with fat $4,700, on top of) 
bullish $5,800 last week. 


AT 312,000 


Buffalo, Dec. 12. 
The annual pre-holiday season lull 


/appears to have struck most of the 


Last week, | 
at the |‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) and ‘Busy 


Fair $3,000. Last week, 
‘Day-time Wife’ (20th), good at 
| $4,500, after week at Denver. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘Sued 
(RKO), after week at Or- 
pheum. Fair $2,000. Last week, 
‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th), nice $3,500, 


lafter week at each Denver, Aladdin 


Rialto. 


Denham (‘(Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—Geronimo’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Holding up for okay $5,000. Last 
week, big $11,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2.525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Elizabeth & Essex’ (WB). Good 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Eternally 


Yours’ (UA), strong $13,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 


‘Another Thin Man (M-G) and 
‘Dr, Christian’ (RKO). Getting big 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ 


(M-G) and ‘Sued Libel’ (RKO), nice 
$10,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (25-40)—‘Inter- 
mezzo’ (UA) and ‘Kid Nightingale’ 
(WB). 300d $3.500. Last week, 
‘Pack Troubles’ (20th) and ‘Escape’ 
20th), nice $4,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Day- 
time Wife’ (20th), after week at 
each Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Be- 
ware, Spooks’ (Col). Pulling nice 
$2,000. Last week, ‘First Love’ (U), 


after week at each Denver and 


downtown boxoffices the current: Aladdin. and ‘Tropic Fury’ (U), very 


stanza, and the type of film fare be- 
ing offered isn’t helping much. Also, 
this week sees the stages devoid en- 


Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 32-42-57-68)— | tirely of vaude after stiff competition 


‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G) 


Palid $3,100. 


(2d run).| between two houses last week. 
Last week, ‘Jamaica/ either feast or famine here and the 


It’s 


Inn’ (Par), under par with $4,100,| public gets it in big doses, or not at 


gecond run. 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) | 
—Another Thin Man’ (M-G). 


all. 
‘Ninotchka’ is topping the field at 


Get-| the Buffalo, although the figure is 


ting the biggest gross of the week | not too formidable. ‘Eternally Yours,’ 
with pretty $18,000 and sure to h.o. /at the Lakes, is only fair. 


Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col), a sweet 
$10,200 in third week. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)— 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (2d run). Move-| 
over from the Stanley hasn’t both- | 
ered the Capra classic. Socko $6,100 | 
seen. Last week, 
(RKO), so-so $4,800. 

Studio (Goldberg) (398; 32-42-57) 
—Return Frog’ (Sel) and ‘Demon 
Barber’ (Sel). This dual spookie 
looks like near record $4,200 for this 
arty, built up by good horror ex- 
ploitation. 


BETTE, $18,000, 
BEST DULL 
BOSTON 


Boston, Dec. 12. 

‘Elizabeth and Essex’ is aiming for 
top money this week, although 
there’s no smash biz anywhere in 
town. Combination of ‘Tower of 
London’ and ‘Amazing Mr. Williams’ 
is better than average at the Me- 
morial. 

Slight let-down all around after 
boom of last week, hypoed by holi- 
day. Kay Kyser tallied just under 
$50,000 at the Boston last week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-35-40)— 
“Grey Walls’ (Col) (2d run) and 
“Miracle Main St.’ (Col) (st run), 
cual, with vaude headed by Johnny 
Downs for five days; and ‘Cavell’ 
(RKO) and ‘Underpup’ (U) (both 2d 
run), two days. 
$7.500. Last week, ‘That’s Wrong’ 
(RKO) with Kay Kyser on stage, set 
new house record at 40-65 scale, $49,- 


‘Edith Cavell’ | 


Headed for so-so | 
| Esquire-Uptown 


800. Figuring in the tax, the grand 
gross was $53,000. Next full-wee'x | 
stage show here is Clifford C. 


Fischer's ‘Folies Parisienne,’ starting 
Dec. 28. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘At Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Bad An- 
gel’ (M-G), dual. On the tepid side, 
around $4,500. Last week, ‘Dress Pa- 
rade’ (WB) and ‘Main Lawyer’ 
(Rep), dual, $5,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—*Tower London’ (U) and 
“Amazing Williams’ (Col). Satisfac- 
tory duo taking about $15,500. Last 
week, ‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th) and 
‘20.000 Men’ (20th), okay $16,000. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- | 


40-55)—‘Elizabeth & Essex’ 
and ‘Private Detective’ 
Open slowly, but picking up and in- 
dicating good $18,000. Last week, 
“Rulers Sea’ (Par) and ‘Chan Dark- 
ness’ (20th), medium $15,000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 


'and ‘Henry 


| 


Estimates for This Week 


..Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G). Best in town, but 
nothing to brag about at around 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Day-Time Wife’ 
(20th) and Gene Krupa on stage, 
built brilliantly and came home with 
over $23,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) and ‘Secret 
Kildare’ (M-G). Slightly on the up 
side and should get neat $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Rulers Sea’ (Par), tapered off 
to fair $7,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Barri- 
cade’ (20th) and ‘No Place Go’ (WB). 
Bumpy at around $7,000. Last week, 
' ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and ‘Stop, Look’ 
(20th), $7,200, not bad. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘One Hour Live’ 


poor. Last week, ‘First Love’ (U) 
and ‘Hero Day’ (U) (2d wk), sur- 
prisingly strong $8,000. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000; 
25-35) —‘Main Lawyer’ (Rep) and 
‘On Toes’ (WB). Business dipping 
badly. Probably $5,000, very tame. 
Last week (35-55), ‘Reno’ (RKO) and 
‘Folies Bergere’ unit, hefty $19,000. 


‘CHILD BORN’ BOUNCING 


Kansas City, Dec. 12. 

World preem of ‘Child Is Born’ 
at Newman last Tuesady night (5) 
|took the theatre spotlight. 
showed to two capacities Tuesday 
and went into regular run Wednes- 
day. Returns are in upper bracket 
and extended run is probable. 

nine shopping is taking its 
toll. 


Estimates for This Week 
(Fox-Midwest) 
(820, 1.200; 10-25-40)—‘Destry’ (U) 
(2d wk). Looks good for $5,800 cur- 
rently after first week’s very cheery 
£9,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA) 
Arizona’ (M-G). Indi- 
cate breezy $10,200, good. Last week 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and 
dent’ (M-G), big $11,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10- 
| 25-40) —‘Child Born’ (WB) and ‘Kid 


‘Call Presi- 


Nightingale’ (WB). Opened last 
Tuesday (5). Favorable  atten- 


tion from fems and good mats boost- 
ing to happy $8,500. Last week, 
‘Dress Parade’ (WB) and ‘The Car- 
| ters’ (Par), six days, mild $5,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 


(WB) —‘Amazing Mr. Williams’ (Col) and | 
(WB). ‘Meet Dr. Christian’ (WB). Finished 


‘week Monday (11) for light $4.700. 


| Last week, ‘That’s Wrong’ (RKO) 
and ‘Money Ring’ (WB), second 
week, five days, pleasing $4,000. 


‘Not Alone’ (WB) and ‘Blue Grass’ 


55)—‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘WB) opened today (Tuesday). 


“Winter Carnival’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Slowing up slightly after smash first 
week. Second stanza will hit $14,- 
000. Initial week very big $20,000. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35-40- 


= 


Tower (Joffee) 


(2,050; 10-25)— 
‘Honeymoon’s 


Over’ (20th) and 
vaude, Maintaining average pace at 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Jeepers Creep- 
ers’ (Rep) and vaude, good $7,000. 


good $2,500. 


PARSONS- 
TOP BALTO, 176 


Baltimore, Dec, 12. 


(U). Getting quick brush-off, $4,500, | 


$8,500 IN KANSAS CITY 


Film | 


Owing it all to p.a. of Louella 
| Parsons and her collection of picture 
| personalities, ‘Three Sons,’ at the 
|combo Hipp, is leading the current 
| parade to standout biz. Bolstered by 
| considerable publicity and advance 
| ballyhoo in the local Hearst News- 
| Post, and squeezing in extra per- 
jformances on the weekend, total 
figure should reach bullish pro- 
portions. 
| Rest of town is rather mild, with 
We Are Not Alone’ attracting some 
fairish action at the big Stanley. 
i Estimates for This Week 
Century ‘(Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15- 
25-35) —- ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ 
|(UA). Rather mild reaction, with 
$7,000 most looked for. Last week, 


|*Ninotchka’ (M-G),  town-leading 
| $13.400. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 


| 15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Three Sons’ 

(RKO) and p.a. of Louella Parsons 
}and her Hollywood troupe. Latter 
‘drawing one of biggest takes in 
;}months. On strength of extra per- 
|formances on weekend, and consist- 
|}ent draw day and night, should reach 
| rosy $17,000. Last week, ‘Allegheny 
Uprising’ ‘RKO) plus Benny Davis’ 
unit, fair $11,900. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 15- 
25-35-40)—‘The Carters’ (U), Open- 
ing tomorrow (Wed.) after rather 
halting response to ‘Remember’ 
(M-G) at $4.500. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581: 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Cisco Kid Lady’ (20th). Not 
going far; possible $3,500. Last week, 
‘Barricade’ (20th), no click at $3,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
|55)—*Not Alone’ (WB). Fairish pace 
|to indicated $11,000. Last week, 
second of ‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB), 
added okay $7,700 to bullish opener 
lat $13,400. 


DESTRY’ RIDING HIGH 
IN SEATTLE AT $7,500 


Seattle, Dec. 12. 
‘Pre-Xmas blues’ are here and 
| Most houses are trailing along with 
h. 0. or moveover product. ‘Nin- 
otchke’ is in a none too forte second 
Stanza at Fifih; ‘Mr, Smith’ is still 
good in sixth week at Liberty’ and 
‘Thai's Right, You're Wrong’ got sec- 
ond week at Blue Mouse. Only the 
Orpheum, Paramount and Palomar 
have new bills, 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-42)—‘Thats Wrong’ (RKO) 
and ‘Sons’ (RKO). Moveover from 
Orpheum indicates good $2,500. Last 
|; week, ‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) and 
Stranger’ (20th), from Orpheum, 
okay $2,000. 

Coliseum ‘Hamrick - Evergreen) 
| (1,900; 21-32)—‘Thunder Afloat’ 
(M-G) (2d run) for full week, with 
‘Blackmail’ (M-G), ‘Glamour Girls’ 
(M-G) (2d run) splitting the halves. 
|Good $2,200 indicated for mixed up 
booking. Last week, ‘Women’ (M-G) 
(2d run) and ‘Mirzcles Sale’ (M-G), 
$2,200, n. g. 
| Fifth Avenue 


‘ 


(Hamrick - Ever- 


Just for That 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Invasion of Finland and the 
resultant wave of sentiment 
against Russia caused a sudden 
change in the title of a Colum- 
bia short. 
Originally 
Community Sing.’ 
‘Gypsy Community Sing. 


was ‘Russian 
Now it is 


Detroit, Dec. 12. 


Santa Claus {sn’t Santa Claus to 
pic houses here. He is pulling the 
biz in huge droves into the stores, 
where buying rush started a week 
ago with the end of Chrysler's big 
strike, 

Product in town is'nt any too hot, 
either, although ‘Ninotchka’ should 
do well in second week, and ‘Real 
Glory’ is luring some from stores, 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘First Love’ (U) (2d wk, 2d run) 
plus ‘Day-time Wife’ (20th) (2d run). 
Latter pic moved over after week 
at Fox. Nothing better than $4,000, 
n.g. Last week, ‘First Love’ (U) and 
‘Rio’ (U), indifferent $4,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 30-40- 
55)—‘Barricade’ (20th) and ‘Blondie 
Baby’ (Col). Following the local 
skid and down to $11,000. Last week, 
‘Day-time Wife’ (20th) and ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ (20th), fair $13,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
30-40-55)—‘Real Glory’ (UA) and 
‘Night Nights’ (Par). Probably $14,- 
000, good. Last week, ‘Not Alone’ 
(WB) and ‘Have Music’ (UA), $10,- 
500. 

Palms-State 
000; 
(2d run) 


(United Detroit) 
30-40-55)—'Not Alone’ 
and ‘Mutiny Big House’ 
(Mono). Former moved over after 
stanza at Michigan. Should see 
around $5,500 same as last week with 
‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Espionage Agent’ (WB). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-55) ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Garbo continues draw okay 
$5,000. House stayed up there last 
week, considering all, with $8,000. 


(3.- 
(WB) 


Hughes After 20th Outlet 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Howard Hughes is huddling with 


his indie productions through 20th- 
Fox, 

Flying producer resumes picture 
making about Feb. 1. 


(M-G) and ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G) 
(2d week). Anticipate only mild 
$4,300. Last week, same films, big 
$8,200. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-27-42)— 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (6ih week), hang- 
ing on tor $3,800, okuy. Last week, 
same film, sweet $4,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(850; 27-42)—‘Another Thin Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Bad Angel’ (M-G). 
Moveover trom Paramount. Going 
places for big $3,000. Last week, 
‘Day-time Wife’ (20th) and ‘20,000 


Men’ (20th), mild $1,900. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 27-42)—‘Allegheny Uprising’ 


pect only $4,000, slow. 
‘That’s Wrong’ (RKO) 
(RKO), swell $7,200. 


Last week, 
and ‘Sons’ 


(3,039; 27-42)—‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Dr. 


Christian’ (RKO). Very big $7,500 
in sight, plus h.o. Last week, ‘An- 
other Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Bad 
Angel’ (M-G), second week, very 


nice $6,100. 

Roosevelt (Sterling (800: 27-42) — 
‘Dress Parade’ (WB) and ‘Money 
Ring’ ‘WB), dual. Moved from Palo- 
mar, Hitting nifty pace at $3,300. 
Last week, ‘Not Alone’ (WB), second 
week, $2,500, slow. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘All Quiet’ (U) (revival) and 
‘On Toes’ (WB) (2d run). Antici- 
pated okay $2,500. Last week. ‘Dust 
Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Hotel Women’ 


igreen) (2,349; 


27-42 )—‘Ninotchka’ 


(20th), (2d run), $2,600, big. 


(RKO) and ‘Sued Libel’ (RKO). Ex- | 


San Francisco, Dee, 12 

This week should see a three-way 
tie for top business between ‘An. 
other Thin Man,’ in second week at 
Fox, ‘We Are Not Alone,’ at Paras 
mount, and ‘Allegheny Uprising’ plug 
Blackstone on stage at the Golden 
Gate. ‘First Love,’ 
also okay. 

Of the seven houses, none are sen. 
sational and none will be very bod 
which should add up to a quite satis. 
factory average. 

Estimates for This Weck 


Fox (F-WC) 


(5,000; 30-40)-—'An. 
e other Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Henry 
Arizona’ (M-G) (2d wk). Going 


great guns in second week at $15.000 
hefty for holdover. Last week's 
opening session even better than ex. 
pected at $22,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 35-55) 


at Orpheum, is| 


Wednesday, December 13, 1939 | 


Durbin, $14,000, Frisco Clicks 


+ 


j 


—‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO) plus 
Blackstone, magician. 
$15,500, which is plenty good con. 


so-so $10,500 in second week. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440: 30-40)~ 
‘First Love’ (U) and ‘Beware Spooks’ 
(Col). Deanna Durbin, very popular 
in song-loving Frisco, should draw 
nifty $14,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ 
(Col) closed grand six-week run to 
tune of $7,200. Companion piece 
(mats only) during final two weeks 
was ‘High Gray Walls’ (Col). 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 30-40) 
—Not Alone’ (WB) and ‘Heaven 
Fence’ (20th). Muni will draw neat 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kid Nightingale’ « WB), 
second week, $10,500, okay. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 30-40) 
—Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Night. 
ingale’ (WB). Moved over after two 
weeks at the Paramount. Should do 
nice $5,500. Last week, ‘Ruler Sea’ 
(Par) and ‘Blue Grass’ (WB). $5,500, 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75) — ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ 
(UA) (2d wk). Heading for okay 
$7,000. Last week, fairly sweet 
$10,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 30-40)— 
‘Dress Parade’ (WB) and ‘On Toes’ 
(WB). Looks like pretty neat $11.000, 
Last week, ‘Barricade’ (20th) and 
‘Money Ring’ (WB), poor $8,500. 


Darryl Zanuck on a plan to release | 


| 


wrap up swell $9,000. 

London,’ paired at Strand, also looks 
good, but biz otherwise is on the 
light side. 

Downtown streets are jammed 
with shoppers, and stores are get- 
ting a big play. Mild weather, with 
temperature around the 60's, also 
|isn’t helping theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40) — ‘Another Thin 


| 
| 


| 30-40) — ‘Housekeeper’s 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 21-27- 
37-42)—‘Dr. X.’ (WB) and ‘Covered | 
Trailer’ (Rep), dual, plus vaude. 
Sees good $5,500. Last week, ‘Dress 
Parade’ (WB) and ‘Money Ring’ 
(WB), big $6,300. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


hardly enough potency 


Deuces’ (RKO), managed cke 


Louisville, Dec. 12. 
Bulk of the downtown trade g0- 
ing to ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ on 
dual at Loew’s State. If pace holds 
for balance of week, should easily 
‘Tower of 


Set to ne 


sidering the competition. Last we i 
‘That’s Wrong’ (RKO) plus ae 


Man’ (M-G). Doing fairly weil on 
moveover, although looks like 


Loew’s State on initial eight days 
milked the biz pretty 
Probably $1,800, fair. 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) 


Kentucky (Switow) (900: 15-25)— 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘Fifih Gt 
(RKO). Picking up some biz from 
crowds on main stem, but g¢ eral 
pace slow. Aiming for mild $1,400. 
Last week ‘Rains Came’ (20th) and 
‘Under-Pup’ (U), split with ‘Five 


thoroughly. 
Last week, 
and ‘Biondi 


| Baby’ (Col), fine $2,300. 


Peppers’ (Col) and ‘U-Boat 29° «Col), 
okay $1,600. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3.100: 15- 
Daughter 
(UA) and ‘Henry Arizona’ ‘M-G? 
Off to a zippy start and pacing for 
town’s best take, probably $9,000, 


Last week ‘Another Thin “> 


fine. 
(M-G), singly, came through 
socko $14,000 and moveover. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) ‘1,000: 
15-30-40)—‘Dr. X’ (WB). Beginning 
to feel the pinch of Xmas shopping 
to fra 
big money. Light $2,500. Last week 
‘Dress Parade’ (WB), pleasing $3,500. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000;_15- 
30-40)--Rulers Sea’ (Par) and ‘Car- 
ters’ (Rep), Top pic rated just $0 
so by crix, but ‘Carters’ picked as | 


best in town by reviewers. 1 rade 
on light side, $4,000. weak. Lasi 
week ‘That’s Wrong’ (RKO) and ‘Dr. 
Christion’ (RKO), bumper $10.00. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 195- 
30-40)—‘Tower London’ 
‘Main Street Lawyer’ Indica- 
tions are returns will be above €*- 
pectations, probably oke $3.700. La: 


week ‘Barricade’ (20th) and ‘Flyi) 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Judge Hardy And Son | the comedy premises, while his tim- | the romance of the young lawyer , the minister discovers the real cule 


Hollywood, Dec. 11. 
Metro-Gioldwyn-Mayer release of Lou 
: production, Features Lewis Stone, 


Gare rooney, Cecilia Parker, Fay Hold- 
Mic Direct a by George Seitz. Original 
and screenplay, Carey Wilson; based 
characters created by Aurania Rou- 
editor, Ben Lewis; camera, Lester 
white reviewed at Westwood Village. 


‘ime, 8% MINS. 


Ruaning 


Judge ... Lewis Stone 


dy Mickey Rooney 
n Parker 
pom Mills 
Eupht Clark June Preisse1 
Mrs. Maria Ouspenskaya 
Dr. Henry Hull } 
Elvie Horton. Martha O'Driscoll | 
Mrs Horton. Leona Maricle | 
Clarabelle Barly 
Mr. ... Egon Brecher 
Nurse Trowbridge. Holland 


This one measures up to the high 
standard of the ‘Hardy’ series, both 
in entertainment factors and box- 
office effectiveness, It’s filled with 
general family wholesomeness, 


youthful humor and dramatic pass- 

ages characterizing the series’ prede- 

cessors. 
As the 


title indicates, 


in 


major portion of the footage — 
typical and decidedly interesting 
father-son relations and_ intimate 


associations. Andy gets tangled in a 


Mickey | 
Rooney and Lewis Stone carry the 


ing of comedy punches adds much to 
the entertainment factors. Support- 
ing cast fills in story stretches for the 
| antics of Miss Velez and Errol, and 
| is above par for a programer. 

| Unusually fine script is provided 
| by Joseph A. Fields and Charles FE. 
Roberts, with director Leslie Good- 
wins polishing it off with deft direc- 
tion to highlight every comedy mo- 
;ment. Goodwins’ tempo keeps the 
| picture in line and aims for its defi- 
nite conclusion without inclusion of 
slow spots en route. 


BARRICADE 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


20th Century-Fox release of itdward 
; Kaufman production. Stars Alice Faye and 
Warner Baxter; features Charles Win- 


{ringer, Arthur Treacher, Keye Luke, Willie 


Mune Directed by Gregory Ratoff. Story 
and screenplay by Granville Walker: cam- 
era, Karl Freund; editor, Jack Dennis. Pre- 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, Dec. 8, 1959. 
Running time, 7i MINS, 
Doris Lioyd 
Russian Leonid Snegoff 
Col. Wal Kang...... inp ADS 
Amat, Bec, Of Jonathan Hale 
Munaging Olsen 
Telegraph Manager.......... Harry Hayden 
| ‘Barricade’ has been’ bouncing 


mess of financial obligations and around the cutting rooms for several 
wholesale girl problems while ma- months. It finally emerges as a weak 
nipulating to win the cash prize Of programer, which will have to de- 
an essay contest. The judge is an) pend on marquee strength of Alice 


interesting spectator of both proceed- 
ings trom his sideline vantage point, 
eventually stepping in to give his 


son some sage advice on finances be- | 


fore settling the obligations—while 
Andy untangles his romantic over- 
supply. 

Story swings into stronger dra- 
matics than previous episodes when 
the mother is stricken with pneu- 
monia, and the family’s close bonds 
are again displayed in the crisis 
generated. Finish finds the mother 
happily convalescent and Andy’s 
financial and girl problems safe be- 
hind him. On the side, Judge Hardy 
saves an old couple from losing their 
home, and provides much sound ad- 
vice to the wealthy daughter who 
had neglected them. 

In addition to Rooney and Stone, 
the other members of Hardy family 
are in for familiar portrayals. Ann 
Rutherford tightens her hold on 
Andy's affections, while June Preis- 
ser, blonde baby-talk vamp opposite 
Rooney in ‘Babes in Arms,’ is intro- 


Faye and Warner Baxter to attract 
moderate biz in the regular runs. 
Proper slot is dual supporier. 
Story of a beseiged American con- 
sulate in the Chinese interior is long 
on action, but lacks clarity. Tug- 
ging and straining, with little as- 
sistance on the directing § side, -it 
'winds up as an inconclusive melo- 
/drama that arouses little audience 
interest in the proceedings. Basic 
| premise is that of ‘Indians storm the 
| stockade,’ with Chinese bandits sub- 
| Stituted for the redskins. 
|; Outlaw uprising sends Americans 
into the consulate compound for 
|protection. Alice Faye, an American 
;dance hall girl, is fleeing from a 
murder charge; Warner Baxter is a 
| discredited war correspondent; and 
{Charles Winninger is the veteran 
,consul. There’s a romance generated 
| between Miss Faye and Baxter, and 
; eventual regeneration of both, while 
| the Mongol bandits have the com- 
;pound under siege. Baxter and the 
| girl sneak through the lines to tele- 


duced into the Hardy group in a/graph story to the Shanghai news 
similar role, with indications she will} bureau, which brings the Chinese 
continue as heckler of the Rooney- | national army to the rescue in the 
Rutherford romance. The young and nick of time. 

charming Miss Preisser’s on-the- | Characters are unconvincing, and 
make approach to Rooney sets) picture carries many obscure and in- 
up excellent comedy situations here |consistent passages. Baxter and Miss 
and for the future. Maria Ouspens- | Faye are handicapped by stilted dia- 


kaya is in for a brief scene early | log and situations, while Winninger | 


and then disappears. Supporting cast; gets most of audience attention as 


is of high calibre. 

Atter lapse of one picture of the 
series, George B. Seitz resumes di- 
rection of the ‘Hardys’ for excellent 
results. Seitz’ direction is synony- 
mous with the Hardy adventures and 


high standard of general audience 
entertainment. Picture is well 
mounted in all technical depart- 
ments, 


MEXICAN SPITFIRE 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 


RKO release of Cliff Reid production. 
Siars Lupe Velez; features Leon Errol, 
Donald Woods, Linda Hayes, Elisabeth 
Risdon, Cecil Kellaway. Directed by Les- | 
lie Goodwins Screnplay by Joseph A. 
Fields and Charles E, Roberts; story by 
Fields: camera, Jack MacKensie; editor, 
Desmond Marquette Previewed at Alex- 
ander, Glendale, Dec. 6, '39. Running time, 
67 MINS, 

Uncle Matt 
...- Donald Woods 
Butler .-Charles Coleman 


This is a slick package of laugh 

entertainment. crammed with broad 
comedy and slapstick situations, that 
will give a good account of itself as 
supporter in the key duals, and carry 
through the subsequents on its laugh 
content. In solo houses where Lupe 
Velez has nominal marquee values, 
picture will swing through on its 
merits. 
_ Mexican Spitfire’ is a neat concoc- 
tion of comedy situations; running 
through many old, but still good, 
Mack Sennett routines in a zippy 
and zestful unwinding. Even custard 
pies and mushy pastries are tossed 
around with abandon for a rousing 
climax and a roaring reception. 

Story is inconsequential, and only 


a framework on which to build com- | 


edy episodes on top of each other. It 
concerns a young business man who 
elopes with a Mexican entertainer, 


jthe kindly and understanding con- 
sul, 

|. ‘Barricade’ was launched as an A, 
| but winds up as a B release that will 
, have to groove generally in the sup- 
| porting spots. 


Nick 


| Detective 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Lucien 
| Hubbard production, Features Walter Pid- 


Master 


| geon, Rita Johnson Directed by Jacques 
| Tourneur, Screenplay by Bertram Mill- 
| hauser, based on story by Millhauser and 
| Harold Buckley; camera, Charles Lawton; 
ediior, Elmo Veron, Previewed at West- 
wood Village, Dec. 8, Running time, 
57 MINS, 
Nick Carter ? 
Robert Chalmers Walter Pidgeon 
| John A. Hull 
Dr. Frankton............Stanley C. Ridges 
Streeter... Addison Richards 


Three decades ago, Nick Carter 
sleuthed through the pages of dime 


novels as a master detective who 
solved every crime that came his 
way. America’s Sherlock Holmes 


was more fearless and spectacular in 
daring and deeds than his British 
prototype. Some months back, Metro 
acquired rights to titles, character 
and material of the 1,251 Carter 
stories, and ‘Nick Carter, 
Detective’ is first of a 
series. 

The super-sleuth has been modern- 
ized and, in the process, proceeds to 
his problem with dignified 
reserve and confident deductions— 
in the same manner as_ current 
| fictional and film hawkshaws oper- 
‘ate. Gone is the constant personal 
'risk and jeopardy to the sleuth that 


proposed 


and the attempts of his ex-fiancee to ‘created hair-raising episodes through 
break up the marriage. There’s an the pages of his adventurous novels. 
eccentric Englishman who arrives to; Dramatic technique of the first of 
conclude a deal with the husband; the series is not sufficiently different 
and an impersonation of the Brit- | from competing detective mellers to 


isher by the boy’s uncle. After a/ give impetus to the Carter pictures 
brief sequence in Mexico, the | 


‘tor more than average program sup- 
returns to stage a pie-tossing contest! port on the lower brackets of the 


With the ex-fiancee to end things | duals. ne 
happily. ‘ | Story provided for the initialer re- 
Lupe Velez occupies the starring | volves around plan-stealing spy ring 
Spot as the spontaneously | in a plane factory, with Carter as- 
vescing bride, but attention is fo-| signed to uncover the culprits. After 
Cused on Leon Errol’s dual portrayal} nonchalantly tabbing the foreign 
of the uncle and British lord. He is/ agents, he goes on a merry chase 
Provided with meaty material, and| along the water front and in a plane 
delivers it in great fashion. Errol’s! to finally corral the entire gang 


‘mpersonation backgrounds much Walter Pidgeon is introduced in 


Master | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Judge Hardy and Son’ (M-G). 


Another in Hardy series that 
compares very favorably with 
others. 

‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO), 


Lupe Velez and Leon Errol in 
excellent program comedy for 
general audiences. 

‘Barricade’ (20th). Alice Faye 
and Warner Baxter must carry 
inadequate and confusing pro- 
gramer for dual support. 

‘Nick Carter, Master Detective’ 
(M-G). Nick Carter modernized, 
just another screen sleuth. Pro- 
gram fare for dual support. 

‘Reno’ (RKO). Strong dualer; 
romantic story against a back- 
drop of the divorce capital's his- 
tory. 

‘Henry Goes Arizona’ (M-G). 
Frank Morgan transplanted to 
sagebrush makes a_ stumbling 
western comedy. 

‘Thou Shalt Not Kill!’ (Rep). 
Slow and uninteresting, at best 
filler fodder. 

‘South of the Border’ (Rep). 
Tepid westerner built around 


‘from the east and the pretty, ambi- 


| tious 


| yer’s 


girl in the rival attorney’s | 
oftice. Some of the latter portions | 
might easily have been allowed to | 
grow maudlin, but the divorce law- 
own divorce, its causés and re- 


; sults are all believable. 


As the lawyer-lead, Richard Dix 
gives a sincere, vital, properly re- | 
ticent and thoroughly 
performance. 
mously persuasive as his wife. Anita | 
Louise is somewhat stilted as the | 
headstrong daughter and Paul Cava- | 
nagh is unable to inject credibility | 
into the inconsistently-written part 
of the ‘other man.’ But Astrid All- | 
wyn gives attractive animation to a | 
perennial divorcee and Laura Hope | 
Crews clicks neatly in a vivid bit. 
Louis Jean Heydt, Hobart Cava- 
naugh, Charles Halton and Joyce 
Compton are acceptable. 

John Farrow has given the piece 
deft, sure and expressive direction, 
with a welcome sense of movement 
and the production is adequate with- 
out being over-elaborate. Hobe. 


Henry Goes Arizona 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 
lease. Features Frank Morgan, Virginia 
Weidler, Guy Kibbee, Slim Summerville, 
Douglas Fowley. Directed by Edwin Ih. 
Marin. Screenplay, Florence Ryerson, Mil- 


prit when he takes the confessional 
of the latter in absence of a Catholie 
priest. From there on, it’s the prob- 
lem of the priest to get the confessor 
to tell the true story to the police. 
Cast is handicapped by material 
provided, and stilted direction that 
is of no assistance. Charles Bickford 
is the minister, Owen Davis, Jr., the 


oro _ convincing | wayward youth. and Doris Day the 
Gail Patrick is enor- | romantic interest. 


SOUTH OF BORDER 


(WITH SONGS) 

release of William Berke pro- 
Stars Autry; features 
Smiley Burnette. Directed by George Sher- 
man. Screenplay, betty Burbridge, Gerry 
Geraghty, from original by Dorrell and 
Stuart McGowan: camera, William Nobles; 
editor, Lester Orlebeck; songs, Art Wenzel, 


Republie 


duction, Gene 


Michael Carr, Jimmy Kennedy, Johnny 
Marvin, Gene Autry, Fred tose, KM. G. 
Nelson. Previewed in Projection Room, 
N. Y., Dec. 7, '38 Running, time, 71 MINS. 


ton Merlin: story, W. C. Tuttle; se 


David Snell; camera, Wester 
(ney Wagener: editor, Conrad A, 
At the Lincoln, Lincoln, dual. 


Nervig. 
Running 


White, Sid- | 


And the Checkerboard Band, 


title song, with Gene Autry. 
‘Fighting Mad’ (Crit). An- 
other Renfrew, starring James 


| ‘South of the Border,’ as a song, 
| time, 66 MINS, imay be the fave of two continents, 


i oor intie = 
Newill, generally poor mount j Henry Conroy.........+.. ...Frank Morgan | but as a film built somewhat around 


*‘Shors’ 
Soviet revolution film; only for 
where Russian pix go today. 

‘A Miniszter Bavatja’ (Hun- 
garian). Good direction, cast and 
camera, with new story slant. 

‘Derniere Jeunesse’ (French- 
made). Raimu Starrer that has 
little chance in France because 
of its morbidity and less abroad. 


the title spot, and carries through 
with as much vigor and aggressive- 
ness as script and direction allows. 
Donald Meeks ties on to Pidgeon as 
a self-appointed assistant, and pro- 
vides comedy relief in several spots. 
Rita Johnson, as a plane stewardess 
and nurse, is mainly in for romantic 
interest opposite the sleuth. Sup- 
porting players are okay 
spective roles. 


in 


ponderous Metro strides long enough 
/to get into swing of things and turn 
‘out a good western, so ‘Henry Goes 
| Arizona’ is Only fair, and will see its 
| best takes in the nabes, the action 
| bracket, and the country dates. 

| Generally, the cast gives impres- 
'sion of feeling slightly out of place, 
}and Frank Morgan comes off luckiest, 
because that’s the way he’s supposed 
| to feel and play it. 

| Morgan is a 
vaudevillian, who runs out on a trick 
shooting act because he can’t stand 
| firearms, even those loaded with 
| blanks, then finds he has inherited a 
| heavily-debted ranch in Arizona. His 
half brother, who left it to him, was 
| murdered, which is no cure for Mor- 
| gan’s case of jumpy uneasiness. Trio, 
| Porter Hall (banker), Doug Fowley, 
j;and Gordon Jones (wranglers), 


re- | wants the ranch, so try and make it 


: hot for Morgan to scare him off. 


room-rent beating | 


story, for juves only. Virginia Weidler | its lyrics. this Gene Autry is strict! 
‘A Window in London’ (GFD). | Gene Autry Is strietly 
Excellent British production that Douglas Fowley | The Michael Carr-Jimmy Kennedy 
should have good returns in the | Owen Davis, Jr. | title song is the most distinctive fea- 
home country and U. S. { xu . yee aise ture of the pic, and its frequent re- 
(Amkino). Another | It's a little difficult to halt the! prises make for notable listening. 


Though Autry’s singing of it also 
lends an able assist, it’s insufficient 
to lift the picture through the shal- 
lowness caused by dependence of the 
| story’s romance on the lyrics. 
| Otherwise, the yarn deals with 
Autry and his perennial sidekick, 
Smiley Burnette, as U. S. agents de- 
tailed to snag a Mexican revolution. 
| Autry and Burnette handle their 
roles well, the former doing his sing- 
ing in standard manner. Burnette 
supplies some tepid comedy—which 
could have, been more with better 
i lines—while support is headed by 
| June Storey, Lupita Tovar, Mary Lee 
}and Duncan Renaldo. Pacing is fre- 
quently slow. 


FIGHTING MAD 


(WITH SONGS) 


| Criterion Pictures release of Phillip 
Picture was produced as a mod-| Virginia Weidler, a waif be-/ Krasne production. Features James Newill, 
erate budgeter, and aimed as sup | friended by Morgan’s half-brother | Sally Blane, Benny Rubin, Dave O'Brien 
porting fare in the duals. Subsequent | when he was alive, goes with the/ Directed by Sam Newtield. | Story. Lauria 


Yorke Erskine: screenplay, George Rosener, 


releases of the series will have to] ranch to Morgan, and her regard for} John Rathmeli: camera, Jack Greenhalgh: 
have stronger and more _ thrilling the ‘uncle’ who inherited her along | songs, Jack Brooks, Betty Laidlaw, Robert 
content, if Carter’s screen life is to! with the other dubious assets, yanks | Lively; editor, Roy Luby. At Colonial, 
carry along for any length of time.| him from his jelly-spined rut and | 
|makes of him an accidental hero.! Sally Blane 
Miss Weidler does a good job in a Benny Rubin 
RENO } role easy for her. stone 
RKO release of Robert Sisk production. | Guy Kibbee, with a glib tongue | Frenchy Walter Long 
Stars Richard Dix, Gail Patrick; features and a thirst which needs frequent | Warner Richmond 
Anita Louise, Paul Cavanagh, Laura Hope | lubrication at a nearby swinging- | 
| Crews, Directed by John Farrow, Screen- | doored ‘filling station,’ and Slim Sum- | 
| play, John Twist, from story by Ellis St. | merville, the village sheriff, cut out! Smithl22222225222 220000022 Horace Murphy 
Joseph; musical director, Rov Worm cam: comic character studies ‘catching 
{ Walker: editor, Harry Marker; reviewed in| laugh tidbits missed along the way! Suggested by the Laurie Yorke 
| Projection Room, N. Y., Dec. 6, '39; run-| by Morgan. Doug Fowley’s toughie | Erskine story, ‘Renfrew Rides Again,’ 
| ning time, 72 MENS, is convincing, and the Gordon Jones-| the screen tag for this quickie is 
| RIN Shear... Dix | Porter Hall performances (unbilled),| ‘Fighting Mad,’ which is flagrant 
| are up to par. Owen Davis, Jr., does | over-statement, considering its luke- 
| John Banton...... Cavanagh | the bare-faced kid accused of mur-| warm action content. A kid picture. 
| ise SAacnnSl.. ....kc<: laura Hope Crews | der, a very incidental part. As has been the case in the other 
Jean Film misses frequently, being of| films of the Renfrew series, James 
| "Charles Halton | Split effect. It goes strong on Mor-| Newill carries the principal role, that 
lora McKenzie.......... ...Astrid Allwyn | 8an, Which jerks it away from its!of the amorous mountie, whose 
| Compton | western background, so will be’ heart tells him no lies (he knows the 
| | Slightly disappointing to the hoss pic! gal is innocent), but it gets him in 
(fans. On the other hand, those spots where he is about to doubt the 
| go for the Morgan comedy will find! old pump’s judgment. 
This is the third picture of the jt cut up by too much of the old ac-| Sally Blane, Benny Rubin and Mil- 


same title and by far the best. How- 
ever, it’s no masterpiece; merely a 
capable handling of an interesting 
story against a colorful background. 


| tion stuff. It is really not a bad little 
| show, but biz will be very spotty. 
| For the duals. Barn. 


burn Stone freight the large. portion 
of the story, with Newill, who sings 
a couple of times, the major camera 
magnet. 


Th Sh | N Kill Story involves Sally Blane with a 
ou ait ot 1 gang of trans-border looters, who 
| duals, but packs plenty of wallop as car 
arried her and the swag into Can- 
|a supporting item. Has an able cast Hollywood, Dec. 7. | ada. She's afraid of the cops, and 
and should satisfy as entertainment. ae publ a ase of Robert North produc- | afraid of the gang, but hides the 
| Goldwyn first produced a picture | te". Directed by John H. Auer.  Screen- sy whic aicec he sht |} 
lealled ‘Reno’ in 1923 and Warners | !*¥ by Robert Presnell; original by George money, which makes her sought by 
| Callec eno in 49 anc al S| Carleton Brown: camera, Jack Murta:; edi- | both groups. Newill hunches that 
|followed with another, but with a (tor, Ernest Nims. Ireviewed at Forum, | she’s an okay puy, plays it, and 
|totally different story, in 1930. First | Dec. 7, ‘59. Running time, 64 MINS. after some chin knuckling, proves 
| was an ‘expose’ of the evils of con- Rev. Chris err Charies Bickford | his point 
| flicting divorce laws in the various Owen Davis, Ji Rubin. whe treasfers Bronx 
| states, while the second was just a Mavis... Guilfosle |method to fur trading, and yens to 
jlurid melodrama with plenty of | Mr. Mille ranville Bates | be a junior mountie, is moderately 
courtroom hokum. RKO’s present | Father O'Reill ‘harles Waldron | funny Print is dark and _ spotty, 
| version is based largely on the story oe i Shela Trom’ey | with technical departments either 
|of Reno itself, of its growth as a MIN~ | j gee Olson Charles Middleton | careless, or with too much speed 
|ing town, of its virtual abandonment | District Ac immett Vogar Barn. 
iwhen the silver deposits gave out Steven rt 
its rebound to greater prosperity nee amend Eiton 
| Against that moving canvas the cee | (BRITISH-MADE) 
“picture relates the story of the law- 
who sensed the opportunity in, Republic attempted to combine! |, wondon, Dec. 1. 
the Nevada divorce law whose ag- some religious preachments and | 
gressive legal methods led the way | philosophies with dramatic sate bell tures Sally Gray, Paul Lukas, Direcied by 
: ate swing tion, similar to that of ‘American! Herbert Mason. Story, Herbert & Maret; 
in the town’s roaring upswing an __ thi . 
| who was finally disbarred and driven | Tragedy,’ but fails in both purposes. 
|to operate a gambling hall when the | Result is a mediocre offering, handi- Vyasa Running time, 7 MENS. 
hypocritical town fathers had a sud- |capped by poor script, dialog and) peter (.............,.... Michael Rederave 
ivic vi | direction, which makes it filler fod- Vivienne Sally Gray 
den twinge of civic virtue. Almost 
| | Zoltini 
the entire yarn is told as a flashback | der for the secondary houses. Tukas 
when the gambler’s daughter comes |, Picture is slow, draggy and unin-| Tow 
to Reno from the east to get a di- | teresting for major portion of its} anaraa ..Glen Alyn 
vorce, is prevented from it by her unreeling, and by the time dramatic | Telephonisi re Gertrude Musgrove 
unrecognized father, recognizes him | suspense Is injected, there’s little | corner 
MEST eorge Merrit 


at last, and then goes back with him 
to her husband. 
It has the seeds 


strained and the story never slops 
tions, showing the beginnings of 


Reno, with its crude people and un- 
couth ways, is expertly handled, both 


as to its broad background and to 


of more hoke | 
heartthrob, but all that is wisely re- | 


over into claptrap. The earlier por- | 


audience interest remaining. Script |! 
is filled with unimportant situations 
in planting foundation for the finish, | 
and then swings into episodes that | 
stretch the imagination. 

Story is a strange concoction of | 
the influence of a minister on a/! 
youth who faces a murder charge, 
after attempting to go straight. As 
the youth is convicted of the charge, 


A Left Bank lyric set to English 
rhythm. That's the anomaly of first- 
rate suspense melodrama flowing not 
always smoothly, but offering enough 
plot-twists to satisfy the hungriest 
thrill fan. Subject is unusually en- 
tertaining in theme and treatment: 

(Continued on page 52) 


| 
| 


| 
} 
| i 
| | | 
| | 
| 
‘Ane | 
k 
plus| 
iden 
s| 
| 
| | 
Ane| 
enryv | 
O00, | 
€X- 
| | | 
plus 
do 
cone] 
| 
ide, 
| 
ilar } 
raw | 
vith’ 
lo 
| 
‘7 
| 
| 
of | 
ks 
+} 
° 
ed } 
n 
r 
on 
ke 
| 
| 
in 
00: 
ng 
1g, 
ek } 
00. 
if- 
O- 
as } 
de it 
A. | 
nce, 
| 
‘ 


—- 


12 VARIETY Wednesday, December 13, 1939 


re 


pictu 
in 


in | 


100 name role 


true 


come 


s a thousand thrills 


ic sequences 


I you see it! 
cast of 3621! 


Mystery... 


15 staggering cl 


ime 


show of shows 


3 
2 — 


— 


yersina 


e ever seen 


Vv 


Comedy 
thrill and wonderment 


RADIO’s all-time 
you’ 


wmanship’s most 
tremendous to bel 


| 


Act 


‘ 
SSS 
| O aD 
| 
: : i ~ 
3 
| = 
re 
| 
ows 7 
. 
AS 


OUNIg Aq 
Aq pened 
NV ‘S OUGNVd 4q 
LOO 


IETY 


VAR 


Wednesday, December 13, 1939 


— 
‘ 


14 


*‘VWARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
® &t. Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square 


~. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cable Address: 
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Kordh’s British Propaganda Pic Set 


For 3,500 Spots; Curbs Rentals 


London, Dec. 2. 

‘The Lion Has Wings,’ propaganda 
pic made by Alexander Korda with 
cooperation of the British govern- 
ment, under an arrangement in 
which the latter and Korda share 
profits, has been lined up in the 
biggest booking arrangement ever 
made by United Artists under a 
one-film deal. 

Picture cost $150,000, the cheap- 
est made by Korda in years, and 4al- 
ready has releasing dates in 3,500 
spots. These comprise Gaumont- 
British, Deutsch, Paramount, Alex 
King, Bernstein and Hyman Bros. 
circuits, plus a string of indies. Only 
circuit that’s turned down the pic- 
ture is Associated British, owned by 
John Maxwell. 

Government has insisted that ex- 
hibs be charged a minimum of 25%, 
instead of the usual 33%, and in some 
instances 50%, as is customary. 

Meanwhile, there is plenty ire 
aroused among those who have 
helped make the picture. These in- 
clude artists, producers (actually, 
there were four) and technicians, 
who took extensive slices in salary, 
in some cases as high as 70%, on 
being told film was purely propa- 
ganda, and not meant for profit. 
Now they feel things have been mis- 
represented, with some of them in- 
tending to ask that portion of the 
profits goes to some war charity. 


‘Lion’ Set for Canada 
While ‘The Lion’ is set for distri- 
bution in Canada, propaganda angle 
is the only thing standing in the way 
of its distribution in the U. S, How- 
ever, indications are that it will be 
released in this country. 


‘CHIPS’ HEADS B.0. PIX 
PLAYING IN ENGLAND 


London, Dec. 12. 

The seven outstanding film hits 
now in England are headed by 
‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips.’ 

Other toppers are ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB), 
‘Four Feathers’ (UA), ‘Gunga Din’ 
(RKO), ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par), ‘Three 
Smart Girls Grown Up’ (U), ‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB). 


Mixed Receptions For 
2 New London Plays 


London, Dec. 12. 

Two new plays opening in the 
West End during the past week were 
given mixed receptions. 

At the Whitehall, ‘Who’s Taking 
Liberty,’ premiered Wednesday night 
(6), is a topical musical satire para- 
phrasing the Cinderella story. It was 
well received but showed no appeal 
for the U. S. 

The other opening, at the New, 
was ‘Punch Without Judy,’ by Max 
Catto, debuted Tuesday night (5). It 
showed itself to be unlikely. 


French Filmers Suing 
In N. Y¥. Court for $18,737 


Jacques Haik and Les Films 
Crystal filed suit Monday (11) in 
N. Y. supreme sourt against Seymour 
Nebenzahl and Chronos Films, 
charging breach of contract. Amount 
sought to be recovered is $18,737. 

The complaint alleges that the de- 
fendants in February, 1939 told the 
plaintifis they possessed the rights to 
a novel by Pierre Bendoit entitled 
‘Les Compagnos D’Ulysee,’ which 
they intended to produce as ‘La 
Passionata.’ The _ plaintiffs were 
promised exclusive distribution 
rights. As a result of the agreement 
50,000 francs in cash and 100,000 in 
notes were advanced. It later devel- 
oped, the complaint states, that the 
defendants did not own the rights. 


Heavy Mex Tax 


Mexico City, Dec. 12. 

Heaviest taxation yet afflicting 
most branches of the Mexican 
amusement industry is in the offing 
with the presentation to congress by 
President Lazaro Cardenas of an ex- 
cess profits impost, nick of 20-45% 
on annual gross intakes of more 
than $21,000. 

While general show biz is pretty 
much counted out of this tax, as the 
theatre in Mexico is faring rather 
poorly, impresarios of big cinemas 
would take most of the sock, for 
their trade his been very good of 
late. 


RIVIERA PRIMPING 


French Resort Readies for Winter 
Tourists Despite War Restrictions 


Shared With Enemy 


London, Dec. 2. 

Sidelight on the odd war be- 
tween Britain and Germany is 
provided by a recent radio hook- 
up between the British Broad- 
casting Corp, and the Helsinki 
station in Finland. 

BBC took a program of Fin- 
nish national music only to dis- 
cover later the same transmis- 
sion was being played over the 
German network! 


Cannes, Dec. 12. 

All's seemingly well on the Riv- 
iera, as indicated by the opening last 
week of the Casino, Monte Carlo, 
closed since the outbreak of the 
war. 

Most of the hotels and showcases 
are getting set for winter season 
tourists although restrictions, which 
were to have been lifted, are still 
enforced by military authorities. 
Lovers of winter sports and others 
with the gambling instinct are sure 
to head for these regions as soon as 
the restrictions are lifted. 


Rome Night Life Biz 
Improves With New 
Laws Easing Curbs 


Rome, Dec. 1. 
Rome’s night life *s on the up 


“NAZIS REGIMENTING 


*Vashington, Dec. 12. 

Reshuffling of motion picture thea- 
tres in devastated Poland already 
is being undertaken by Germany, 
the Department of Commerce was 
informed through Commissioner Paul 
H. Pearson, of Berlin. 

Nazi film interests, ‘cooperating 
with the military and civil authori- 
ties,” are seeking to reopen the 
houses, according to Pearson’s re- 
port, and Polish theatres in the pos- 
session of persons of German origin 
will be permitted to continue op- 
eration by present owners. About 
80 cinemas in East Upper Silesia and 
60 in the Corridor district will re- 
main under present management, he 
said, but ‘in the greater number of 
cases’ Nazi commissioners will be in- 
stalled to operate the theatres until 
ownership is settled. 

Only film fare at present available 


again following a gang of new de- 
crees lifting the bar on dancehalls 
and allowing certain amusement 
spots to remain open ‘intil 1 a.m., 
instead of the midnight closer previ- 
ously effective. 

When the ban on dancing became 
effective at the time the big fracas 
started, no stepping was allowed any- 
where. Change of law is not only 
proving a lifesaver for the dance- 
halls but it has served as a new 
comeon for the classier joints. Dance- 
halls, cinemas, theatres and the like 
still have to pull down the shutter at | 
midnight, but restaurants, class 
joints, cafes and their kind can re- 
main open until 1 a.m. Then, again, 
cinemas suffering from _ the 
dancehall decree as many of the 
younger amusement seekers now hit 
for the stepping floors. 

Fact that there is still a curb on 
automobiles is still pinching the 


,comprises features supplied to re- 


opened Polish houses by German 
distribs, the report stated. These pix 
are German films already released 
in Germany. Propaganda _ shorts, 
showing ‘social and political develop- 
ments in Germany,’ also are popular 
—with the distributors. 

Pearson also informed the Com- 
merce Department that Czechoslovak 
motion picture productions which 
have been approved by the Nazi 
Film Advisory Board will be granted 
a subsidy of about $8,000. 


UA Curtailment 


Continued from page 3 


in January. Another showing no 
sign yet of delivering promised out- 
put is David L. Loew. Douglas 
Fairbanks, who died suddenly yes- 
terday (Tues.) on the Coast, was 


spots as the inclination to do the 
rounds is not nearly as prevalent 
when it is hard to find taxis (due to 
rationed gasoline) and busses stop 
the same minute closings are effec- 
tive. 


ENGLISH QUOTA FOR 
‘MAD DOG OF EUROPE’ 


slated for one. 
Sam Goldwyn appears to be in 
best condition, having delivered 


‘Shall Have Music’ and ‘Real Glory’ 
of four promised, with another, 
‘Raffles,’ completed.” Selznick-Inter- 
national, skedded for four, has de- 
livered ‘Intermezzo’ and is winding 
up on ‘Rebecca.’ It will shut down 
for at least three months after that, 
however, and whether it will get out 
One or two additional pictures is 
problematical. 

Walter Wanger, with five prom- 


Al Rosen, former Hollywood agent, 


has signed with Joe McConville, for- 
|eign head of Columbia, to make the 
picture abroad in England as a quota 
production, but with an eye to world- 
wide distribution. It’s an original by 
Rosen (Nesor is the nom-de-plume), 
screen script by Herman J. Mankie- 
wicz and Lin Root. 


Rosen sails for London in a couple 
of weeks to start production, 


Canada Starts Work 


Qn Propaganda Film 


Montreal, Dec. 12. 
last week put into 


Government 


War,’ which deals with country’s na- 
tional mobilization. 

Film, scheduled for completion in 
February, concerns vast economic re- 
sources of the Dominion. 
vital importance of industry and 
agriculture as contributing towards 
victory as much as the fighting 
forces. 

Government film men producing. 


McConville’s Itinerary 


J. A. McConville, Columbia’s for- 
eign manager, left New York for 
Buenos Aires Friday (8) to hold con- 
fabs there with company managers 
from Brazil, Peru, Chile and Argen- 
tina. 

He plans to stop over in Lima, 


Originally carded 
who has been mulling a ‘Mad Dog | and 


of Europe’ film story for twa years, | 


production film entitled ‘Canada At | 


ised, has delivered ‘Winter Carnival,’ 
for last season, 
‘Eternally Yours.’ He _ has 
‘Send Another Coffin, in the cut- 
ting room, while ‘House 
the Bay’ is in production. Hal 
Roach, slated for five, has released 
‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ and has 
‘Mice and Men’ finished. Laurel and 
Hardy have delivered one of theirs 
and have another in work. Charlie 
Chaplin, whose single completes the 
UA lineup. is well along in produc- 
tion. 


Korda’s 2d Propaganda 
Pic, A U-Boat Subject 


Alexander Korda, who leaves for 
London tomorrow (Thursday), will 
be abroad about two months, return- 


prints of ‘Hunting of the U-Boat’ and 


| ‘Thief of Bagdad. Originally skedded 


to clipper home today (Wednesday), 
he cancelled the reservation in = fa- 
vor of ship travel. 

In England he’ll start at once on 
the U-Boat film which, like ‘The 


15 steesons | Lion Has Wings’, will be made in co- 


operation with the British Govern- 
ment. It will feature activities of 
the fleet. 

Korda said no decision has been 
reached on possibility of his working 
in Hollywood, future depending on 
turn of events in Europe. 


Make ’Em in Hollywood? 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

After conferring with banking in- 
terests here on production of British 
propaganda pictures in Hollywood, 
should his government give him 
such a commission, Alexander Korda 
planed east. 

If propaganda pictures are made 


Cristobal, and Santiago, clippering to 
those cities from Miami, and expects 


to be back in N. Y. by Dec. 25. 


here, they would be released 
| aroumn United Artists, current out- 
let of his London Films. 


CINEMAS IN POLAND 


Across | 


ing at the end of that time with | 


Paris in 


Wartime 


Wash Up Italian Film 
Co.’s N. Y. Bankruptcy 


Federal Judge Alfred C. Coxe in 
New York Thursday (7) approved a 
final report of referee Oscar W. 
|Ehrhorn and closed out the bank- 
ruptey of Nuovo Mondo Motion 
Pictures, Inc. Company had an in- 
voluntary petition of bankruptcy 
filed against it in 1937. 

All that is left of the estate Is 
$1,587 with some $50,000 in claims 
filed, of which $16,638 were allowed 
and $1,576 are preferred claims. 
Nothing is left, afier payment of ex- 
penses, for priority claims or gen- 
eral unsecured creditors. 

The pictures on hand, some 24 
features, 21 trailers, and 35 shorts 
have been turned over to the Ital- 
ian government. 

The bankrupt company had been 


ian features in the U. S. 


Will Mahoney Writes 
Antip War Tune; New 
Flag-Wavers Sought 


Sydney, Nov. 20. 


Local Tinpan Alleyites are working 
overtime to write a flag-waving war 
melody. So far, a U. S. vauder, Will 
Mahoney, in collaboration with his 
manager, Bob Geraghty, is the only 
one to have had published a timely 
opus titled ‘It’s Up to You.’ 

Current craze with the lads in 
khaki is ‘Siegfried Line.” Most popu- 
lar number spotted at community 
concerts, however, is ‘There'll Al- 
ways Be An England.’ Still, music 
| publishers are vainly searching for 
| another ‘Tipperary’ and ‘Over There.’ 
'One of the most popular local hits 
of the last war was ‘A.N.Z.A.C.,’ 
written by the late Tommy Arm- 
strong, a vaude performer of the old 
Fuller days. 

Presently, war songs are not being 
given a great deal of play over the 
radio or in the vaude-revue houses. 
Strange as this may seem, there's a 
real yen for sentimental fare similar 
Ee ‘Little Sir Echo.” U. S. swing 
| 


tunes are also hitting appeal in the 
night spots, with war material taboo. 
Any locally-made war song will 
have to be top-grade to mean any- 
thing in this centre. Music pub- 
|lishers aver that*the old war melo- 
dies will eventually swing back into 
popular favor. 


DANES VERY NEUTRAL 


Washington, Dec. 12. 


Policy of strict neutrality is being 
observed in Danish motion picture 
theatres, according to a report last 
week to the Department of Com- 
merce filed by Trade Commissioner 
E. Humes, of Copenhagen. Not only 
are pix chosen so that they will not 
‘in any conceivable way offend the 
sensibilities of any of the belligerent 
nations’ but at every performance in 
Denmark a notice is flashed on the 
screen ‘requesting the audience to 
refrain from giving expression to 
either feelings of sympathy or an- 
tipathy toward any foreign person- 


newsreels or features. 

Imports of films have recently been 
made subject to permits issued by 
the Danish Exchange Control Board 
as part of its program of conserving 
foreign exchange, Humes disclosed, 
But, as the Government takes in ap- 
proximately 12,000,000 crowns ($3,- 
000,000) annually from the picture 
industry, local exhibs believe the 
board will go out of its way to find 
the 2,000,000 crowns ($400,000) the 
importers need each year. 

Special attention is being given to 
propaganda films by the British, 
French and German studios, Hume 
pointed out, and therefore it is be- 
lieved that Danish managers will be 
‘more than ever dependent’ on Amer- 
ican pictures. Hope has been ex- 
pressed that nothing will affect the 
market, from the viewpoint of deliv- 
eries, transport problems, entry per- 
mits or exchange transfers to inter- 
fere with U. S. imports. 

Domestic producers are expected 
to expand under the present war sit- 
uation, but local producers will re- 
main largely dependent on the U. S. 
and on Germany for supplies of raw 
| film, Humes added. 


in the business of distributing Ital- | 


IN THEIR PICK OF PIX: 


alities or events that are shown in | 


Paris, Nov. 25. 
Josephine Baker made honorary 
corporal of one of the regiments she 
entertained while at the front. 


Pressman returning from front re- 
| vealed that one of the commanders 
nixed French cancan girls. 


All Paris present at gala given at 
| the Opera for army benefit, with the 
Lebruns, the Windsors and British 
Ambassador Campbell heading bril- 
liant audience. Actresses Josephine 
Baker, Sylvia Bataille, Germaine 
Aussey, Mary Marquet and others 
sold programs. Over 1,800 paid to 
|see an all-star show headed by 
Serge Lifar. 


Vet war correspendent, Col Bill 
Sweeney, is first American newspa- 
perman casualty of the war, being 
injured in car crash. 


Fernand Gravet mobilized in a 
hospital at Tours as nurse and 
stretcher-bearer. 


Fernandel and Saint-Granier to 
head next group of French enter- 
tainers to the front. 


Maurice Chevalier to do 15-minute 
broadcast Friday nights, singing Eng- 
lish to French troops and French to 
British troops. 


‘La Famille Duration’ (‘The Dura- 
tion Family’), first French pic to be 
preemed in war zone. Film, directed 
by Christian Steingel, with Jules 
Berry and Carette in cast, shown 
near Bar-le-Duc. 


| ‘Deuxieme Bureau,’ released late 
| last season and relating the exploits 
| of France’s intelligence service, will 
| be shown to soldiers Sunday morn- 
|ings at the Aubert Palace, Paris, for 
three france (7c) admission. 

| Next war film to go on lot is ‘Jean 
| Francais, Ouvrier de France’ (‘Jean 
| Francais, Worker of France’), with 
| Maurice de Camagne directing and 
Madeleine Soria as femme lead. 


East Anglia, Royal Air Force sta- 
| tion, has converted a hangar into 
|}a theatre capable of seating 5,000. It 
|is being used to entertain troops. 


Performing Right Society has con- 
| tributed $500 to the Red Cross War 
Fund, 


‘French Emigres Push Own 


Language Legit in Canada 


Montreal, Dec. 12. 

Flock of French legit performers 
coming to Canada since outbreak of 
war are trying to build native Jan- 
guage theatre here under direction of 
Henri Letondal. In association with 
J. A. DeSeve (France Film) a com- 
pany is producing shows at the 
Arcade, which is in east end of the 
city. 

Company is also bolstered by sev- 
eral French - language performers 
from local radio, 


Aboaf Reps U Abroad 


Americo Aboaf, formerly manager 
in Italy for Paramount, this week 
| was appointed special representative 
in Europe for Universal. Appoint- 
| ment was made by Joe Secidelman, 
U’s v.p. over foreign sales. 

Aboaf, who has been in New York 
for about a month since returning 
from Italy, sails for Rome tomorrow 
(Thursday). He will be assigned the 
work of coordinating sales activities 
in neutral European markets with 
headquarters in Rome. 


Griffith-Gish 


Continued from page 1_WW-__ 


reached films. 
in the year 1930. 

Griffith was responsible for Miss 
Gish’s early film success. She had 
the top role in ‘Birth of a Nation,’ 
which she made in 1915 and which 
was her first starring vehicle. 


Story will conclude 


Vaude ‘Cavalcade’ Pic 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

‘Cavalcade of Vaudeville,’ dating 
back to Keith and Albee, is being 
mulled by Universal. 

Script is by George (Red) McKay 
(and Ardine), former vaude per- 
former, now in pictures. 
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Paris Stage Amuse 


Stride; Pic Industry Still Flounders 


ments Into 


Paris, Nov. 29. 


While the French picture industry 
has been getting the attention and 
publicity of a debutante during the 
past several months, legit, music hall 
and other forms of amusement have 
quietly left the cinema far behind. 

Five legits, 10 music halls with 
revue, and variety shows, a circus, | 
four subventioned (government) | 
theatres, one symphony orchestra | 
and more than a score of cabarets, | 
night clubs and bars have gone a. 
long way toward putting back some l 
of the gay in ‘Gay Paree.’ In addi- | 
tion, six legits, four music halls, sev- 
eral symphony orchestras anda score | 
of niteries have announced openings | 
before the end of the year. 

Even should the future unshutter- 
ings materialize, the situation will | 
still be far from normal. Bound by 
the same audience restrictions as 
showcases, legit and music hall pro- 
ducers complain they cannot give 
A-1 performances with grosses sorely 
limited by small audiences, reduced 
admission tolls and higher taxes. 
They further complain that limited 
transit service—buses stop running 
at 8:30 p. m.—and the blackout, with 
its unlighted marquees, keep peo- 
ple at home and discourage them 
from making the rounds. 

Progress Enormous 


Despite the complaints, the prog- 


ress has been enormous and the | 
ground recovered rates far better 
than that of the cinema. For one, 


the government showed the way by 
reopening the Comedie Francaise | 
during the first week of October, and | 
followed with the Odeon unshutter- 
ing less than a month later, both 
giving the usual run of classical 
plays. Consistency held through in 
the musical domain with the Opera 
Comique reopening the second week 
in October, giving the Royal Opera 
repertory as well as its own. The 
Royal Opera, which closed in’ the | 
midst of a Wagner program at the 
outbreak of war, reopened for regu- | 
lar biz Nov. 18 with ‘Alceste.’ It's 
giving three performances weekly, | 


with audience limited to 1,100. 

France’s brightest theatrical lu- 
minary, Sacha Guitry, who led the 
legit pack Oct. 24, with the capital’s 
first theatrical performance of the | 
war season at the Madeleine, a series | 
of one-act plays, on Nov. 16 followed | 
with his second progra.., ‘Florence,’ | 
three-act play, with himself and El- | 
vire Popesco heading the cast. In- | 
cluded in the program is an original 
film showing a number o* ‘Ceux de | 
Chez Nous’ (‘Those from Here’), 
made for Guitry in 1913 of such 
French well-knowns as Sarah Bern- 
hardt, Lucien Guitry, Rodin, Claude 
Monet, Anatole France, etc. 

Other Openings 

The Dannou opened during the 
first week of November with ‘La| 
Cicatrice’ (The Scar’), three-act 
play by Andre Birabeau, with Fran- | 
starred. The Ocuvre, 
followed a week later with ‘Je Vi- 
vrai Avec ce Grand Amour’ (‘I Will | 
Live With This Great Love’), written | 
by Steve Masseur, Jany Holt head- | 
ing the cast. The Palais-Royale | 
Started with Pierre Veber’s farce, | 
‘Le Venus de I'Ilot’ (‘The Venus of 
the Isle’) Nov. 22. The Charles de 
Rochefort opened Nov. 17 with Noel | 
Coward’s ‘Weekend.’ 

With the Concert Mayol the first | 
among the music halls to open, the 
ABC and European followed with | 
a double opening Oct. 27. The Mayol 
Offering, ‘Paris...40,’ was classed as 
the rawest and most ribald nudist 
show the capital has had to offer in 
some time. All three houses are 
showing second editions. 

_During early November other mu- 
Sic halls followed suit. The Nou- 
veautes came through with ‘Revue 
des Revues,’ with an all-French cast 
headed by Jean Aubert. The Humor 
followed with a timely revue based 
On current events, ‘Montmartre en 
Bleu’ (Montmartre in Blue’)—re- 
ferring to the blue paint applied on 


‘month with a 


Allies.” 


| of the variety spectacles. 
are bound by the 11 p.m. closing. 


'eoncert season Nov. 12 at the Opera 
| Comique. 


| bassadeurs, with ‘Elvire,’ by Henry 


| with Michel Duran’s ‘Nous ne Somme 
| pas Maries’ (‘We Are Not Married’), 


rected from World War 1, and lo- 
cated in a basement in the Mont- 
martre quarter, fits in well with the 
present epoch of underground shel- 
ters. It opened recently with ‘Eve 
est ne a l’Abri’ (‘Eve Is Born in 
a Shelter’). The Etoile Palace, 
Folies 39, Tyrol, the Coucou and sev- 
eral minor theatres are functioning 
with typical French variety and 
singing acts. The Cirque Medrano, 
on the Place Pigalle, has been play- 
ing to a big trade since early this 
half circus, half 
music hall revue, ‘Spectacle des 
Cafe-Vaude Competish 

Most of the hot spots are putting 
on floor shows which vie with some 
They, too, 


The usually popular bars, like 
Harry’s and the old landmark, Chez 
Maxim's, also are functioning. The 
Pasdeloup Symphony ushered in the 


The Conservatoire, Lam- 
moureux and Orchestre Symphonie 
de Paris are due for early openings. 

The legits with imminent reopen- 
ings are the Methurins, with a play 
by Mme. Ludmilla Pitoeff; the Am- 


Bernstein; the  Bouffes-Parisiene, 


film start Pierre Blachar topping 
cast, and the Michodiere, with one- 
act plays by Yves Mirande, latter and 
Colette to star. Louis Jouvet has | 
announced that he will open the 
Athenee next month with a yet un- 
named play, while Jean Cocteau | 
says he may put on his greatly dis- 
puted ‘Les Parents Terribles’ of last | 
season at the Theatre de Paris. | 

A familiar touch will be added | 
to the old town with the reopen- | 


| 


CAUSED OTHER 
FOREIGN 


British Blackout of Produc- 
tion Would Give U. S. Cos. 
Virtually 100% Marquee 
Representation Down Un- 
der—One Snag to Upped 
Revenue May Be Getting 
Coin Out 


TALK EQUITABLE PLAN 


Sydney, Nov. 20. 

A healthy increase in revenue for 
Hollywood product throughout the 
Commonwealth is forecast for next 
year by U. S. distributor representa- 
tives here. Thus far, however, they 
have refused to admit whether or 
not new film rentals will be in- 
creased. 

Any considerable blackout of pro- 
duction in England, if only for sev- 
eral months, probably would give 
American distributors 100% marquee 
representation in Australia and New 
Zealand. U. S. films, since the war, 
have been in increasing demand 
Down Under since the British pro- 
duction lag due to the war. Dearth 
of British and other foreign product 
is likely to mean the eventual elimi- 
nation of the 25% right of rejec- 
tion granted exhibs. This restric- 
tion, naturally, has affected U. S. dis- 
tribs most. 

[British distribs in Australia deny 
that there will be a product short- 
age next year, thus forcing the rule 
calling for 15% compulsory screening 
of British product to be cast aside by 
exhibitors in New South Wales.. 
Syd Gresham, of Associated Talk- 
ing Pictures, for one, states that 


AUSSI 


British Monetary Quota Plan Sought 
By David E. Rose; Par Setting Prod. 


U. S. LEADS IN HUNGARY 


Films of 8 Majors Are Most Imported 
of All Foreign Cos, 


Budapest, Dec. 1. 

The eight major U. S. companies 
distributing pictures in Hungary lead 
all other nations shipping films into 
this country. Paramount, Metro, 
Universal, Warner Bros. and 20th- 
Fox, which maintain branches here, 
together with distributors of Colum- 
bia, United Artists and RKO product, 
have released about 550 features in 
Hungary in the last five years while 
other foreign companies show about 
365 plus 170 listed for Germany. 


Frozen money situation is not re- 
garded as bad. About $200,900 re- 
mains tied up here as U. S. com- 
panies await permission to transfer. 


Shift to Aussie 
May Be Made 
By British Cos. 


Sydney, Nov. 20. 

Australian studios, largely inactive 
for more than a year, may be placed 
at the disposal of British producers. 
It has been unofficially suggested 
that if production should be forced 
| to a complete standstill in England, 
arrangements may be made for Brit- 
|ish units, comprising men released 
ifrom military service, to start pro- 


ing of the Casino de Paris before the | British authorities wish to keep their | duction in New South Wales under 


year-end with a new revue headed | 
by dusky Josephine Baker and Mau- 
rice Chevalier. The Michel starts | 


| Dec. 20 with a revue by Rip and | 


Albert Willametz, ‘En Attendant | 


Mieux’ (While Waiting for Better’). 


| 
| 


3 Resign Gov't Film Jobs 
In France After Industry 
Flays Propaganda Group 


Paris, Nov. 29. 

In the wake of the film industry’s 
attack on the Information Bureau, | 
particularly its director, Jean 
Giraudoux, three officials of the 
bureau's cinema section have quit. 
They are Yves Chataigneau, the 
unit’s head, and assistants Pierre 
Marechal and Benoit-Levy. No rea- 
son given for their resignations. 

Inability of the 


| 


industry to re-| 
habilitate itself since the start of the 


war precipitated the attack some 
weeks ago propaganda 
group, which was blamed for the 
snag 


While dissatisfaction persists in the 
bureau, the sub-committee of the | 
Minister of Finance in the Chamber 
of Deputies has approved Deputy | 
Leon Archimbaud’s suggestion that 


| all the censorship propaganda ser- 


vices in France be unified. The! 
deputy strongly criticized the pres- | 
ent lack of coordination between the | 
cinema, radio and press censorship | 
services in the Information Bureau. | 

Although Chataigneau’s successor | 


' has not yet been selected, the name | 


most mentioned is that of Deputy | 
Henri Clere, recently appointed to | 
head a committee to stimulate film | 
production by studying individual | 
cases and proposing government aid 
in needy cases. 


French Filmers’ U.S. Ideas 


Trek of three French picture pro- | 


ducers to the Coast over the week- | 
| 


end looms as a forerunner of foreign 


all windows to keep the light from 
getting out. Song hit is a French 


translation of ‘Ma, I’m Having Lots | 
of Fun, popular with the Tommies. 
The Abri (‘The Shelter’), resur- 


independent film production in Hol- 
lywood and possibly in the east. 

i Paul Praetz, Raphael and Robert | 
'Hakim, French producers, all have | 


| U. S. ideas. 


studios operating as far as possible. 
Gresham pointed out that the British 


ently with their quality product, 


an agreement with local studios. 


) | Because picture plants here are 
have gained greatly in Australia re-| fully equipped, 
c 


British producers 


then only would have to settle the 


and that any breakdown would re-| question of importing suitable man- 


quire years to rebuild]. 
Coin Transfer Snag 


One snag, however, is the transfer | 


of revenue to the U. S. without some 
exchange loss. Certain restrictions 
are operating in connection with the 


| flow of coin to foreign countries, and 


it’s believed that early next year will 
see further imposts applied by the 
federal authorities because of pre- 
vailing conditions. 

A major headache is the slip in 
the pound-to-dollar rate of exchange. 


There is some talk that the Menzies | 
| government, 


because of large pur- 
chases of airplanes and the like from 


the U. S., will endeavor to bring 
|about a more equitable payment 
plan in respect to exchange con- 


ditions on the American dollar. It 
can be assumed that 
ment alone would 


nary traders in the entertainment 
field would not be included in any 
government scheme covering the ex- 
change question. 

Extension of the war means in- 
creased taxation for all businesses 
operating in the commonwealth. 
Opinion is held that the amusement 
industry will thus be hit to the hilt. 
Avenues open to the government in- 
clude extra taxation on imported 
film footage, printing materials and 
profits. 
Problem Next Year 
distribs see a big problem 
to face next year. Despite the non- 
commital attitude of the distribs, | 
there still is a possibility that film | 
rentals may be increased to equal | 
any loss that would be taken on! 
the exchange. Such a move, nat- 
urally, would bring heavy protests 
from exhibs. But, with a contem- | 
plated scarcity of British pix, and 
the necessity for exhibs to buy U. S. 
fare in order to keep their theatres 
open, any such increase, because of 
conditions beyond the control of dis- 
tribs, would, so it’s believed in cer- | 
tain quarters, be fully justified. Any) 
upping in footage would also make it | 
essential to increase rentals to home 
exhibs. 

Distrib execs figure that any fur- 


U. S. 


| ther curb on the flow of coin from | 


the govern- | 
benefit under 
revised exchange rate, and that ordi- 


power and talent. 


Idea is supported by the fact that 
there’s a close trade agreement cur- 
| rently between the British and Aus- 
|tralian governments covering 
|mary products, It’s believed 
| Australian authorities would be will- 


| ing to aid the British film industry | 


|if any move to this field was official- 
|ly contemplated. Local producers 
| naturally would welcome any col- 
| laboration of this sort. 


HICKS, HENSON PREPARE 


TO ENTERTAIN SOLDIERS 


London, Dec. 2. 

The Gracie Fields concerts in 
France have met with such success 
that Entertainments National Serv- 
ice Association is laying 
tended plans for entertaining the 
soldiers. 

Companies headed by Seymour 
Hicks and Leslie Henson have been 
organized. With Hicks are Claire 
Luce, Deveen, Tom Webster, Doro- 
thy Ward and the Three Ascots. 
Henson has Violet Loraine, Binnie 
Hale and the Debroy Somers Quin- | 
tet. 

Another party will be Ralph 
Reader’s gang, composed entirely of 
male performers. Will Hay will also | 
have a ‘crazy’ gang show presented | 
by George Black. For Christmas | 
week the entire ‘Me and My Girl’! 
company will do its stuff. In most 
instances performances will be twice 
nightly. 


Australia to the U. S. would be best | 
handled by investing in govern- 
mental or war loan bonds until the | 
end of hostilities. Their coin would 
be perfectly safe in cold storage, but | 
such a position may not be too ac-. 
ceptable to U. S. producers in need | 
of finance for advanced production | 
schedules. Apait from any curb on/! 


| 
! 
| 


exchange problem to overcome, plus 
increased taxation, { 


Paramount will make five or six 
features in England next year, possi- 
bly two of them for 1939-40 quota 
credits, David E. Rose, general man- 
ager in Britain for the company, re- 
vealed this week in N. Y. Rose left 
for the Coast last night (Tuesday) 
after huddling with Barney Balaban 


regarding production matters. He 
will stay in Hollywood until the first 


pri- | 
that | 


more e@x-' 


i ‘The 


of the year, checking available story 
| properties and talent, and will sail 
|from N. Y. for London on Jan. 15. 


Suggestion that the British quota 
be placed on a monetary, rather than 
the present footage basis, was made 


by Rose. He would have the amount 
of business done by each American 
company used for figuring quota pro- 
duction in England. Credits would 
be allotted in proportion to the 
amount of coin invested in making 
quota pix. 

Principal strong point of this pro- 
posal would be that U. S. distribu- 
tors, putting heavy coin into quota 
pictures, either because of delays or 
added expenditures, would receive 
full credit. Footage arrangement 
does not give a producer a break if 
he goes extensively overboard on 
production costs. 


Rose claimed he advanced this 
;plan in London before leaving for 
the U. S., distributors there indicating 
they were in favor of it. The quota 
law is up for changes in March, 
| these to become effective April 1, 
| when the third year of the quota law 
| gets under way. Rose thinks this al- 
, tered setup should be made at that 
| time. 
| Business is off only 10-15% in Eng- 
‘land at the present time, according 
| to Rose, who viewed this as highly 
encouraging. Blackouts were not 
hurting cinemas with strong product, 
‘he said. 
It was pointed out that ‘French 
Without Tears,’ made as a Par quota 
/picture on a comparatively modest 
budget, undoubtedly would enter the 
| American market with all negative 
costs returned from business en- 
| joyed in Great Britain alone. 


UA Set On Quota 


United Artists is set on all its 
British quota productions until the 
second-year of the act expires next 
| March 31, it was announced yester- 
day (Tuesday) by Arthur W. Kelly, 
v.p. in charge of UA foreign distri- 
bution. ‘Over the Moon’ and ‘Thief 
of Bagdad,’ two forthcoming Alex- 
; ander Korda productions, will easily 
cover quota obligations from now 
until that date. 

Korda, who arrived in New York 
this week from the Coast, sails to- 
morrow (Thursday) for London, 
where he will prepare for production 
resumption in England early next 
year, 


RKO’s Prod. Abroad 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Early resumption of British pro- 
duction by RKO is indicated by the 
report that William Sistrom is due to 
clipper to England Jan. 2. He made 
Saint in London’ over there 
last January. 


Hoyts Takeover Would 
Exit Par as Antip Exhib 


Melbourne, Nov. 20. 
Deal is reported in the offing be- 
tween Hoyts circuit and Paramount 


_for a takeover of the latter’s Capi- 
‘tol theatre here next year. 


Any 
proposed arrangement whereby 
Hoyts would operate the Capitol is 
taken to mean the disappearance of 
Par from exhibition in the common- 
wealth. 

Par has deal with Dan Carroll 
whereby his house is used as the 
company’s show window in Sydney. 
Bowout of the Capitol would leave 


| coin flowage, there still remains the only Metro, of U. S. firms, actively 


engaged in the theatre field, with 
seven theatres in key spots. 
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Dixie Indie Group, Formed to Combat 


Lightman’s Domination, Does a Fade 


+ 


Memphis, Dec. 12. 
Independent Theatres, Inc., co-op 
indie exhibitor group formed in Oc- 
tober for avowed purpose of com- 
biting M. A. Lightman ‘domination’ 


ef exhibition field in mid-Dixie, has 


apparently folded. 

‘If you can’t lick ’em, join ’em,’ 
was one member's explanation for 
cutfit’s seeming failure to function 
after flourishing start. Implication 
was that several of group have de- 
cided they can’t fight Lightman and 
accordingly will play vall with the 
Memphis showman who controls 80 
houses in four states of mid-South. 

First departure from Independent 
Theatres’ ranks came when Jack 
Rhodes, of the Crittenden theatre, 
West Memphis, resigned as president. 
Rhodes explained that suddenly ac- 
quired oil interests wouid prevent 
his serving as leader. Said he would 
continue to be a member if organiza- 
tion functioned, but couldn’t carry 
the ball. 

Next loss was Steve Stein, of Jack- 
son, Tenn., secretary of the openly 
anti-Lightman cooperative. Stein 
had little to say about his resignation 


except that he had worked out an | 
agreement with Lightman ‘whereby | 


all the theatres in Jackson can con- 
tinue to operate.’ 

Lee W. Moffitt, of Owensboro, Ky., 
sparkplug of the original movement, 
has been strangely silent since the 
boys began to troop out on him. 
Trade is watching with interest to 
se whether he will try to rally his 
co-op group and continue the fight 
or let it slide now that two leaders 
have been weaned away. 

Group came intv. being two months 
ago with public blast against ‘Light- 
man domination’ of exhibition 
throughout this territory. Lightman 
struck back verbally, dubbing the 
leaders ‘soreheads’ and denying any 
unfair practices, further citing his 
record during years as_ president 
both of tri-state exhibitors and 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America. Matter simmered for sev- 
eral weeks, with considerable 
maneuvering on either side, and gen- 


COL’S 1ST QUARTER 
NET LOSS, $233,612 


Columbia Pictures showed a net 
loss of $104,751 in the first quarter of 
‘the new fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 
last. as against net loss of $233,612 
in corresponding quarter last year. 
Gross income of corporation totalled 
$4,860,767, with company pointing to 
‘such recent releases as ‘Mr. Smith 
Goes to Washington’ as indicating 
that income might increase from the 
| domestic market in the second quar- 
| ter. 

| Bettered financial showing made 
| possible in the face of $500,000 bank 


‘loans paid as of last Sept. 30, accord- |. 


‘ing to a letter sent stockholders by 
Harry Cohn, president. He pointed 
out that these loans were due to ma- 
ture between Dec. 
‘Cohn cites the company’s 
| working capital position, with net 
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meeting of directors last Friday (8). 
Latest distribution is payable Dec. 
30 to stock on record Dec. 12. Com- 
pany had previously paid $2 on the 
common this year. 


clared on the preferred last month. 
Quarterly dividend of 40c a share, 


| 


21 and Feb. 7. | 
strong | the industry to Southern California | 


payable Dec. 28 to stockholders of 
record as of Dec. 20, was declared by 
Technicolor, Inc., at a meeting of the 
board yesterday (Tuesday). Last 
divvy, made in October, was 25c a 
share. 


Neely or Not 
| Continued from page 3 


ed at in some Warner quarters as a 
probable means of driving home a 
bargain for Warner product for this 
year. Brandt is at present on the 
Coast. 


Brandt's Spiel West 
Los Angeles, Nov, 12. 
Harry Brandt, prexy of the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners Association 
of New York, carried his fight against 
the Neely bill and existing evils of 


| the past week and enlisted at least 


| quick assets on Sept. 30 of more than} the moral support of a number of 
$11,000,000. He said the ratio of cur-| independent theatre operators fol- 
‘rent assets to current liabilities is | lowing a round-table luncheon-con- 


| more than 6.2 to one. 

Columbia hedged its future re- 
ceipts in sterling from Great Britain 
‘to a substantial degree by arranging 
‘loans in London in sterling which 
/were then converted into dollars in 
|New York during the summer when 


|the outbreak of European war ap- | 
peared imminent, Cohn stated. Com-' 
| pany claimed important economies In | 


| New York and Hollywood. 
Company’s quarterly report listed 
‘this Great Britain loan as being 
| $936,125, being carried as a liability. 
'This was described as the proceeds 
of a bank loan of 200,000 English 
‘pounds used to purchase $936,125. 
These funds were held by the bank 
/to be released at the rate of approxi- 


| mately $4.68 per pound, the purchase | 


| price, as payments are made on the 
loan. 

Columbia recently paid 34%¢c. 
| dividend on the preferred instead of 
| the usual quarterly rate of 68%4c. No 
| stock or cash divvy recently has 
| been paid on the common, 


eral feeling on Film Row here now | 


is that the movement has done a 
fadeout. 


STANWYCK FREED 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 


Barbara Stanwyck was granted re- 
lease from her contract to star in the 


Richard A. Rowland production, | 


‘Three Cheers for Miss Bishop,’ for 
United Artists. 

Picture was originally slated to 
start Jan. 4, but delays caused it to 
be postponed a month. Shift in the 
starting date would have jeopardized 


Miss Stanwyck’s other commitments. | 


New York reviewers have been in 


‘Inside Stuff —Pictures 


K-A-O’s $3.50 Divvy 
| Directors of Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
|last week declared a dividend of 
| $3.50 per share on the company’s 7% 
cumulative convertible preferred, 
paying it out of operating surplus as 
|has been done on other recent 
| declarations on these shares. Divvy 
is payable Dec, 22 to stock on record 
| Dec. 18. 
| Dividend covers the two quarters 
'ending March 31 and June 30, 1937. 
|Company is in arrears on divvy 
| payments in later periods from the 
1937 date. 
Loew's, 


formed by Major Edward Bowes, man- 


Inc., made its total pay- 


ference at the Victor Hugo restaurant 
Beverly Hills. Although exhibi- 
,tors took no official action on 
|Brandt’s plea for concerted fight 
against the industry ills most of those 
attending the pow-wow were at least 
enlightened, if not persuaded. 

Brandt roundly attacked the Neely 
bill as the most pernicious legislation 
ever directed against the 


House of Representatives at the 
forthcoming session of congress 


effort pushed into the discard. 
Neely bill, Brandt stated, was not 

the remedy for cleaning up the film 

industry. On the contrary, he in- 


and me out of business.’ 


RKO’s Deals 


RKO has closed preduct deals for 
1939-40 with Saxe Amus. Co, (Wis- 
consin), and Northio Theatres, a 
Paramount subsidiary, operating in 
Ohio and Kentucky. A. M. Schmitz, 
branch manager, set the Saxe con- 


tract, while Andy Smith, eastern 
sales head, and S. C. Jacques, ex- 
change manager, negotiated’ the 
Northio deal. 

Another 1939-40 deal closed by 


of Michigan, a buying combine of 
around 80 houses. 


in New York state, operated by 

George Walsh and Eugene Levy. Ne- 

gotiations were carried out by Andy 

Smith and Bob Wolff for RKO. 
Mono’s Deals 


Before leaving on a tour 
| changes, George W. Weeks, Mono- 
gram’s general sales manager, an- 
nounced the following circuit deals: 

J. Mathiew, Boston; Comerford- 
Publix; Warner Bros. in the Albany 
zcne; R. E. Griffith circuit in Texas; 
Affiliated Theatres of Indiana; Wil- 
| lis Houck, New Orleans; Skouras cir- 


of ex- 


aging director of the Capitol, on Broadway, that the regular press passes | cyjt in the east: Golden State-T. & 


to the theatre will not be honored the night of Dec. 19 when ‘Gone With! pn. gr. circuit in California. 


the Wind’ opens there. 
save them possible embarrassment. 


Henry Ginsberg, who winds up a 


s Selznick-International general man- 


ager on Jan. 1, has concluded confabs in New York with S-I eastern execs 


preparatory to his leaving. He wil 
new connection. Ginsberg has been 
to remain another week. 


1 begin chinfests later this week on a 
in New York since Dec. 2 and expects 


Hefty whack at ‘dramatic schools’ operated in conjunction with straw- 
hats is taken by Sinclair Lewis in new novel, ‘Bethel Meriday,’ which will 


be published shortly. 


Story of a gal who would be an actress draws upon 


Lewis’ experience during the past year touring in ‘Angela Is 22.’ 


One showman, who had to visit F 
for two days on $10,000 worth of 
Clipper. 


rance on biz, was asked $160 premium 
insurance, if going via the Atlantic 


worth of insurance, on the trip from France to New York. 


Biograph Studios, Inc., New York 


, has made a name change to Motion 


Picture Studios, Inc., while Actinograph Corp., New York, made a change 
to Biograph Studio Corp. Papers to this effect have been filed with the 
secretary of state in Albany by Herbert C. Mason. 


Short that is virtually a trailer for RKO’s ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ is | 
Tagged ‘Failure at 50,’ it traces the early 


being distributed by Metro. 


hardships in the life of the Emancipator, showing he achieved no success 


whatsoever until past 50. 


Myron Mills and Kurt Foerkel, st 


udents at Union College, have a deal 


with General Electric’s shortwave radio stations in Schenectady, N. Y., to 


broadcast film reviews and comment 


beamed on Great Britain. 


American I. G. Chemical Corp. o 


f Delaware has changed its name to 


General Aniline & Film Corp. Breed, Abbott & Morgan filed the papers 


with the Secretary of State in Alban 


y. 


Out of the westerns field a couple 


of years, Warner Bros. plans reissuing 


six horse operas starring John Wayne, who is now better known than when 


the films were first made. 


Formal letters were written the crix in order to| 


A film star was asked nearly as much for a like period for $15,000 | 


On his swing around brancnes, 
Weeks will visit Buffalo, Cleveland, 
| Detroit, Toronto, Milwaukee, Chi- 
cago and Cincinnati. He will be 
back in New York for Christmas. 


NO HOLIDAY LETUP AT 
RKO, 8 PIX IN WORK 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Shooting at RKO continues with- 
out a letup during the holiday sea- 


roll late this month. Newcomers are 
‘Tom Brown's School Days’ and an 
untitled George O’Brien saddle 
drama. 

Already in work are ‘The Prim- 
rose Path,’ ‘Irene,’ ‘A Bill of Divorce- 
ment,’ ‘My Favorite Wife,’ ‘Little 
Orvie’ and ‘Glamour Boy No. 2.’ 


Geo. Brown in the Middie 


Hollywood, Dee. 12. 
Hiring of George Brown, recent 
publicity director at Columbia, by 


from the Screen Publicists Guild. 
Brown is standing by while the 
matter is being cleared up at a meet- 


ing this week. SPG claims Tap- 
linger should have first consulted the 
Guild’s unemployed list. 


ment on the common shares $2.50 for 
1939 by declaring 50c. dividend at the 


Loew’s usual quarterly was 


industry, | 
and predicted that its passage by the} 


would see a lifetime of constructive | 


Postponement of GN Mess 


Continued from page 4 


several months of the above,’ the 
fifth cause of action states, Educ and 
GN entered into a deal with Felt & 
Co. under which it was proposed to 
give Felt 150,000 shares of common 
stock of GN, together with voting 
Keene, nephew and niece of Ham-| control thereof, in return for ser- 
| mons: William N., Harry, Grace and | vices in obtaining additional moneys 
| Mildred Skirball, brothers and sisters | to recapitalize ‘the wholly unprofit- 
lof Jack Skirball; Bruno Weyers, vice | able and losing venture.’ Deal also 
prez of Educational; Harold Saxe, | stipulated, the claim says, that Ham- 
comptroller of Educational and| mons must be retained as president 
National; Robert Marion at $10,000’ per year plus of net 
Savini; Allen Friedman, prez of | profits, total not to exceed $75,000 a 
/DeLuxe Laboratories; Norman C.) year, 
| Nicholson, Educational attorney and} purine the negotiations with Felt 
director; George Blake, attorney and) j¢ jg caid, Hammons issued to Felt 
officer; Theodore R. Williams, former | ang to Uhlmann & Co. brokers a 
Educ treasurer; John R. Munn, di- _ false financial statement so that the 
20 interest of stockholders, went up 
' ling: : slightly so as to make possible dump- 
First claim is that Skibo was Or-| ing of stock on the market and also 
ganized in 1933 by Hammons, Skir- | ‘to obtain additional funds for con- 
ball, certain of their relatives and) tinued misappropriation by officers 
officers of Educ, to deprive Educ of| and directors, particularly Hame 
possible profits of a five-year deal/ mons.’ Effect of this, it is claimed 
/-made by Educ with Fox for distribu- | was to destroy financial credit stand- 
'tion of shorts produced by the Ham- ing of Educ and cause stock to be- 
come practically worthless. Its pure 
pose is alleged to have been to de- 
fraud stockholders and deprive them 
of voting control and freeze Ham- 
mons and other officers and directors 
into jobs ‘at substantial salaries not 


the companies which stand to profit 
if suit is successful), Grand National 
/and its subsidiaries, Hammons, Mrs. 
| Hammons, Jack Skirball, Skibo Pro- 
| ductions, Arcadia Productions, Astor 
Pictures Corp., Roger and Doris 


;}mons’ company. Siphoning of profits 
jinto the closely-held Skibo firm is 
claimed to have cost stock- 
| holders about $300,000, which they 
| ask be restored to them. It is claimed 
| Educ property, services and good 
without ade-" merited by their acts. 

This is followed with an allegation | _About January, 1937, the sixth 
that in September, 1938, when the | nate states, officers and directors of 
Fox contract had virtually expired, | re ig presented a plan of reorganiza- 
the defendants sold the assets of | 40" t© stockholders for purpose of 
| Skibo to Educ for $142,000. It is said| Denefiting’ them by means of con- 
this money was paid over in cash version of their holdings of preferred 
without full knowledge of Educ | to new common, on which a dividend 
| stockholders. Inasmuch Educ! of to $1.50 was prome- 
didn’t have this much money, it is! S®@ 4§ possible. This was approved, 
alleged, the coin was borrowed— no dividends have ever been 


| but 
along with the loan charges on it— | paid, the claim states, ‘Educational 


|repay it. 
dough was divided among Hammons, | 
sisted, passage of it ‘would put you} 


and assets of Educ were pledged to 
It is claimed that the 


Skirball and others. 
demand return of this coin, 


Second cause of action declares 


|} that most of the same people in- 
!volved above—mainly Hammons, 
| Skirball, relatives and _ attorney 


| losing money all the time, although 


| 


Stockholders 


officers have gotten exorbitant sal- 
aries and derived revenue’ from such 
acts as listed, 

During this reorganization, it is 
alleged that Hammons, Skirball, Sa- 


_vini and others sold Educ. stock short 


| Nicholson—formed Arcadia Pictures | 


with part of the money received 
from the Skirbo deal. Arcadia, it is 


said, produced three or more pix in| 


They reputedly bought it at 
from $2 to $3.50 on the market and 
from private sources and sold it, 
subject to advance commitment, to 
the company’s treasury for about 
$57.50 per share, and on the market 


KKO is with Co-Operative Theatres | 


RKO has also closed with Para- | 
mount’s Netco circuit of 20 theatres | 


son, with two new pictures slated to | 


Bob Taplinger at Warners drew fire. 


at $7.50 a share. 


Educ studios and used all its facili- 


ties and services without proper | Complaint concerning high salaries 
compensation. All assets of Arcadia , COMSttutes the seventh cause, Not- 
‘are claimed by the plaintiffs, Assets withstanding that their acts caused 


Educ. to borrow approximately 
now in hands of Columbia for re- $1,500,000 at excessive interest rates 
shelf | from January, 1933, to the present, 
the bill states, officers and directors 
authorized drawing of ‘unconscione 
able’ sums from the treasury as salae 
ries, incomes, expenses and revenues. 
It is said Skirball received $450 a 
week, plus $125 expenses, while 
Hammons got ‘upwards’ of $1,250 a 
week for salary alone. 

Succeeding four causes of action 


are understood to include one pic 


‘lease and two others still on 
awaiting distribution. 
Tieup Not Clear 

Third cause maintains that profits 
made by Atlantic Pictures Corp. a 
subsid of Educ, went to Hammons, 
Astor Picture Corp. and Savini, in- 
stead of to Educational. Astor is a 
distrib of which Savini is prez. Claim 
doesn’t make clear the tieup, but the 


le Uk each list reasons why the defendants 
| stockholders’ attorney, it is under- | should be forced ao pay over dam- 
| stood, will attempt to prove that | ages to the extent of $10,000,000 


| Astor was set up by Hammons, and 
Savini was more or less of an em- 
ploye of Hammons. All assets of 
| Astor are claimed by the Educ stock- 
holders. 


They charge conspiracy, negligence, 
imprudence, mismanagement, breach 
of fiduciary and other duties, breach 
of trust, duplicity, fraud, ete. 
| Final cause maintains that in or 
Fourth action claims that in Au- | about October, 1939, the officers and 
gust or September, 1938, defendant | directors failed to call regular an- 
| officers and directors, ‘at the sugges- | nual stockholders’ meeting of Edu- 
tion and instigation of Hammons,’ | cational for the transaction of nec- 
| entered into a deal, without full | essary corporate business, in viola- 
knowledge of stockholders, with tion of law and the company’s by- 
Lloyd Wright and Edward Alperson, | laws. a, 
trustees in reorganization proceed- - 


ings of Grand National Films, Inc., ; 
STORY BUYS 


and Grand National Studios, Ine. 
Hollywood, Dec. 


Transaction provided for purchase of 
Harry Siegel sold film and stage 


| ‘purported assets’ of two latter cor- 12. 


porations for $400,000, which, it is 


| said, Educ and its subsids were un- rights to his play, ‘Heaven Can 
| able to pay. | bon to Lewis Milestone and Jed 
In order to raise the coin, claim- 20th-Fox purchased William 


ants allege, Educ studios were mort- 
gaged to Electrical Research Prod- 
ucts, Inc., for $200,000. Out of this 
| $50,000 was paid to trustees and Educ 
obligated itself for the other $350,000. 
Then substantially all of the assets 
of Educ, it is said, were conveyed to 
a new corporation known as Grand 
National Pictures (original was 
Grand National Films). Educ re- 
tained only 16 mm. rights and the 
mortgaged studios. 

In return for this conveyance Educ 
received 83% of the stock in the new 
company. Some of the other 17% of 
the stock is alleged to have gone to 
Alperson, who was placed on GN’s 
payroll at a salary of $1,000 per week | 
and expenses. The balance of the 
coin obtained from ERPI, $150,000, 
was turned over to GN as working 
‘capital and ‘lasted about two 
months. 


Brent’s Satevepost story ‘Yesterday's 
| Heroes,’ 

Metro lifted its option on ‘Golden 
Fleecing’ by Lynn Root and Frank 
Fenton. 

Paramount acquired ‘Country Law- 
yer,’ by Bellamy Partridge. 

Universal bought ‘The Son of 
Mama Posita,’ a radio skit by Max- 
well Aley. 

A. J. Cronin sold a skeleton of his 
forthcoming novel, ‘The Doctor of 
the Glen,’ to Columbia. 

Paramount purchased ‘Sunrise in 
My Pocket,’ by Edwin Justus Mayer. 

Metro bought film rights to Rudolf 
Friml’s operetta, ‘The Vagabond 
‘King,’ from Paramount. 


SWANN’S FILM BREAK 


Frank Swann, who was used in 
,a fashion short by 20th-Fox several 
months ago, after his discovery in 
stock during the summer, was inked 
to a termer by 20th yesterday (Tues- 
‘In pursuance of a further scheme | day). Planes for Coast today. 
| to deprive and defraud Educational | Maynard Morris, of Leland Hay- 
‘and its stockholders of assets, within! ward, set the deal. 


Wall St. Angles 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. | 


Allan Jones, Mary Martin, Johnny 


Green orchestra U7) with Jack 
Smith. Arnaut Bros., (2), Melissa 
Mason: ‘The Great Victor Herbert 


(Par), reviewed in Variety Dec. 6. 
In person as well as on the screen 
in ‘Great Victor Herbert’ (Par) for a 
double sock and draw, Allan Jones 
and Mary Martin head one of the 
best stage shows vet at this theatre 
since it adopted the present pit-band 
policy. With them, in addition to 
two other acts, is the Johnny Green 
orchestra. which has come along 
with remarkable strides in a few 
years. The band played this house 
in the first year of its present policy 
four years ago when not as well 
known and seasoned as now. Or- 
chestra has been on radio mostly. 
Together with the Jones-Martin 
team, plus the picture and word-of- 
mouth, the house can’t fail to hit, 
home strongly. The whole booking 
attests to the fine showmanship that | 
exists in the operation of this thea- 
tre, pioneer in the so-called pit band 
policy, so well established by Bob 
Weitman, managing director: Harry 
Kalcheim and aides, that it’s been 
widely adapted since. | 
Miss Martin, making her first ap- |, 
pearance on the screen in ‘Great' 
Victor Herbert,’ also makes her bow 
as a picture-house stage personality. | 
She played the Rainbow Room after | 
clicking in last year’ ‘Leave It | 
to Me,’ legit musical, while she re- | 
cently was the victim of another | 


overboard on singing within a 20- 
minute running time. 

Jenney'’s orch and specialties are 
further reviewed under New Acts, as 
is the deucing Rita and Ted Oehman, 


mixed song ‘n’ dance team. Remain- 
ing three acts are all so standard 
here it looks like old-home week, 


but thev're clicko nevertheless. 
Show's standout is the next-to- 
closing Cookie Bowers and his funny 
character delineations. notably the 
bit entailing a man eating an apple 
and trving to give direction to the 
World’s Fair site at the same time. 
Not far behind this in finesse of exe- 
cution and laugh response is Bow- 
ers’ mimicry of two femmes dipping 
themselves in a Coney Island pool. 
There’s a lot of showmanship in 


Bowers’ turn, not the least of which 
is his brief stay, leaving the audi- | 


| ence begging for more. | 


Gwynne, the magician, and Frank- | 
Ivn D’Amore, topflight acrobat. are | 
also familiar faces at the State. 
Gwynne opens and his illusions and 
tricks are neatly put over by his fine 
stage presence. His top trick, as 
usual, is the goldfish bow] routine. 
The Oehmans space and 
D'Amore, who's also in the novelty 
line. D'Amore is working with a 


| shapely. good-looking blonde, but in 


the early part she’s disguised as a 
man and brought on all folded up 
in a laundry bag. She's as neat as 
the top-mounter in the hand-to-hand 
balancing as she is in looks, with 
D’Amore’s difficult back-bend lift 
over a chair still plenty punchy as 
the act's finale. 

Show remains within a 60-minute 
running time and that’s very fast for 


musical’s closing on the road, Larry | @ combination band-vaudeville lay-| 


Schwab's ‘Nice Goin,’ 
afte. its Boston tryout. 

The ‘My Heart Belongs to Daddy,’ | 
gal socks across here with the same | 
number, done under somewhat dif- | 
ferent circumstances. Her others are! 
‘Havin’ Any Fun,’ ‘My Prayer,’ ‘Care 
Nome’ (swung) and a Victor Herbert | 
duet with Jones. She has a little! 
difficulty with the coloratura open- | 
ing of the ‘Care Nome’ aria but that} 
is of relatively minor importance | 
since it’s the swing rendition that | 
counts. | 

Allen Jones (New Acts) registers 
handily. A standard on stage and 
screen, he’s new _ presention'! 
houses but obviously a draw on his! 
film rep. 


doing ‘Thine Alone’ (Victor Her- | 
bert), starting it legit, then as Jones | 
continues singing the number} 


straight Miss Martin begins swinging | Wally Vernon, is apparently of little | and others sits up and snarls. 


it. 

Two other acts on the show are| 
Melissa Mason, comedy dancer remi- | 
niscent of the Charlotte Greenwood } 
style, and the Arnaut Bros. Miss! 
Mason registers nicely in her two) 
numbers, while the Arnauts thunder 
down the stretch in their familiar 
routine. They are doing the same 
act they, or others of the family, , 
did 30 years ago, including the violin 
acrobatics opening and the love-bird | 
sequence closing. The VarRiEty files | 


of Aug. 13, 1910, show they were first This paves the way for two more cir- | 


| remedied in time. 


caught as a new act under the bill- | 
ing of Arnaud Bros., then making 


their first appearance in America. | 
The notice indicated that the 
Arnauds did acrobatic work, includ- 


ing tumbiing, while playing musical 
instruments, and also a whistling bit. 
Comment concerning latter, which no 
doubt developed into the clickful 
love-bird flirtation, was that it could 
be cut. Arnauts at that time dressed 
as clowns, while now they wear tails 
for the opening violining, doing the 
bird thing in feathery costumes to 
suit. The turn they now do is sub- 
stantially the same, although about 
10 years ago they changed the act 
somewhat, adding their sister Nellie 
and putting her in a bird-cage for 
production buildup. 

Green’s orchestra, in itself a good 


show band, cracks through power- | 


fully when artists are not out in 


front of it. 


Jack Smith, who figures in ‘I Didn't 
Know What Time It Was.’ He has 
a soft-toned but pleasing voice. 
Emphasizing the brass a little at 
times. Green’s orchestra is notable for 
its lilting swing and _ painstaking 
orchestrations. There is fine coordi- 
nation among the various sections, 
one of which 
A medley of Green’s own composi- 
tions, with the maestro at the piano, 
including, of course. his ‘Body and 
Soul,’ is standout. For a jam ses- 
sion. with eight of the orchmen, the 
oldtime ‘Sheik of Araby’ is included. 
Char. 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Gwynne, Rita and Ed Oehman, 
Franklyn D’Amore, Cookie Bowers, 
Jack Jenney’s Orch with Meredith 
Blake, Frank Bond, Catherine West- 
field, The Tune Twisters (3), Ruby 
Zwerling’s House Orch; 
cus’ (M-G). 


Jack Jenney, his trombone and his | 


orchestra, but with very little devel- 
opment as a stage personality, is the 
tail-end support of this variety show. 
Latter is a reprise of a frequent for- 
mula at the State when the band is 
not of name calibre. i. e., a four-act 
layout played by Ruby Zwerling’s 
sterling pit crew, with the booked-in 
band as the closing flash. It’s usually 
an entertaining idea and doesn't miss 


this time, though Jenney’s end is way? day 


withdrawn out. 


The band numbers 17, | 
larger than most, featuring vocalist | 


includes four violins. | 


Biz opening night «Thursday ) 
was fair. Scho. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 8. | 
Glyde Snyder, 12 Minnesota Co- | 
Eds, 7 Great Faladas, Stevens Bros. 


& Big Boy (4), Petch & Deuville,| 
Wally Vernon & Co. (2), Jack 
Malerich House Orch (18); ‘Girl 


from Rio’ (Mono). 


Current show is under the theatre's 


par in quality, but still affords con- | 
siderable entertainment at the 40c| 


for the first time the orchestra plays | 
the house show from the pit instead | 
of on stage. The ‘name’ headliner, | 


or no boxoffice value in this spot. 
Jack Malerich conducts his 


performance of the ‘Il Guaranay’ | 
overture. Then he illustrates the| 
various effects possible on the Wur- | 
litzer, 

Snyder, producer also, employs a 
circus idea at the outset. In a big- 
top setting, the 12 girls trot out as 
prancing ponies while he cracks the | 
whip as ringmaster. There are indi- | 
vidual solo bits by the choristers. | 


| cus acts. The first is the Seven Great 
| Faladas, six men and a woman, who 
| catapult each other around via tee- 


| terboard, and perform some thrilling | 


|and difficult balancing. They work 
| fast and efficiently, finishing sensa- 


| tionally with one completely-blinded 


|member propelled from the teeter- | 


| board to the high perch created by 
|four of the men atop each other's 
| shoulders. 

Another act with a circus tinge is 
that of Big Bov, trained bear, with 
the Stevens Bros. There's mild 


|} amusement created by three stooges | 
| and the trainer who wrestle with the | 


l|animal, but the fun seems 
|and the offering too slow and long. 
; Inviting kiddies from the audience 
for a ride on the bear’s back may be 


customers find little enjoyment in 
this. 

The Co-Eds, 
please with a 


dresses. 
number, 


in flimsy 
semi-ballet 


and then Snyder, as an old broadway | 


and 42d street dance-shoe cobbler, 
reminisces about famous dancers. | 
This gives individual choristers a 


chance for impressions of such nota- 


bles as the Dolly Sisters, Eleanor | 
Powell. Gilda Gray and Ann Pen- 
nington. It’s moderately effective. 


with the girls performing on a raised 
| backstage behind a scrim, but could 
be improved by the elimination of 
most of Snyder’s explanatory patter. 

Petch and Deauville are a man and 


woman who do well at tapping and | 


acrobatics. Their cartwheels. som- 
ersaults and handsprings are difficult 
and well executed, but the act lacks 
| the showmanly touches and direction 
needed to make it click strongly. 
| Vernon, more recently from pic- 
|; tures, clowns, dances and spills some 
| gags and stories. 


| lighter 


forced | 


all right for the youngsters, but adult | 


He cleans up the} Allen and Kent, 


ABC, PARIS 


Paris, Nov. 25. 

Rina Ketty, Jack Wilson, Fran- 
conay, Thompson's Dogs, Crockett, 
Billy Say, Jane Stick, Stello, Nadia 
Dauty. 

Although lacking the variety and 
all-around caliber of the 
show, this second ABC 
the season has some brightness in a 


spotiy program. 

The show’s chief fault is too much 
singing, with seven out of 11 acts 
turned over to songsters. Some are 
good, others very good and some | 
poor. With one exception, the tour 
remaining vaude acts fall down. 

It's mostly a French show, with 
only two of the 11 acts including 


foreign talent. Possibly this is going 
to be one of the chief characteristics 
of French music-hall entertainment 
during the war, and may go a long 
way towards developing more home 
talent. 


Jack Wilson, British warbler, does | 


some bi-lingual singing and is so-so. 


The hit ‘We're Going to ‘eH: Our | around here. 
sine’ is } 


Washing on the Siegfried 
done in two languages and, as is to 
be expected, garners a 
applause. 

Heading the program 
Ketty, French radio singer. She has 
as fine a voice as has been turned 
out here in some time as far as the 
stuff goes. A repertory of 
topnotch, catchy tunes also sets her 
high with the house. She lacks stage 
presence as yet, however, due to in- 
experience. She does five numbers, 
with ‘J’Attendrai’ CI'll Wait’), ‘Ser- 
enade Sans Expoir’ CHopeless Ser- 
enade’), and ‘Les Roses de Mantille’ 
(The Roses of Mantilla’) 
heard around here in many 
They're the rage ail over the coun- 
try. 

Crowding Miss Ketty for top 
honors is the old trouper, Franconay, 
who sings and mimics French stage 


is Rina 


notables excellently. She not only 
impersonates Elvire Popesco, Lys 
Gauty, Mistinguett, Raimu and 


others but puts the act to bed with 

an imitation of Maurice Chevalier 

mimicing a Russian singer. 
Thompson and his dogs, Bill and 


'top. Dance production numbers, uti-| Arno, wind up the program on a 
The close of the show offers a) lizing the 12-girl line and Glyde Sny- | dull, if patriotic, tone. 
unique twist, Jones and Miss Martin | der, dancing m.c., are stressed and|are handsome but fall 


The animals 
below the 
average intelligence of stage canines. 
Asked to imitate Chamberlain and 
Hitler, one picks up an umbrella 


| piece orchestra in a showy, stirring | all go home generally pleased. 


The first half of the program isn’t 
up to the satisfactory second-half 
standard. Crockett leads off with a 
juggling act and goes over the quota 
of misses allowed professionals. Billy 


Say follows with dance imitations of | 
and | 


Fred Astaire, Eleanor Powell 
other Americans. There is no re- 
roaching her taps but her act is 
adly presented. She sounds timid 
and amateurish, but this should be 


Jane Stick, vet hot-spot songster, 


opening | 
offering of | 


harvest of 


the best | 
moons, 


| to establish a name batoneer. 


,of his new unbending, 


holds are unique items among his 
tricks. 

‘Oh, Johnny’ is used by Miss Knapp 
'as a come-on for the Foster girls, this 


tine that is suitable but not to be 


remembered. Production number 
serves as backgrounding for Harris 
and Shore, whose ballroom and 


adagio burlesquing is rather 
tive. Miss Shore contributes all of 
the act’s comedy. 

Young colored boys, Stump and 
‘Stumpy, go in for a lot of clowning. 
Act does have some fairly amusing 
moments, notably the Donald Duck 


have more on the ball. 

An over-stressed flag-waving fin- 
ish is the closing scene, in which the 
routine of the Foster line is topped 
by an unfurled flag upstage that 
stretches all the way across the large 
|/rostrum. Singing of ‘America’ by 
Miss Knapp leads the girls into a 
number to the patriotic strains in 
which they maneuver themselves | 
| around on top of balls, red, white and 
blue. Line does admirably, but hav- 
ing the girls on top of the rolling 
spheres is getting pretty old stuff 


time in high hats and tails for a rou- | 


effec- | 


| EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
Gautier’s Bricklayers, Olive White, 
Charles Butterworth with Judy Storr 
and Eddie Kane, Five Mavellos, Dow 
Rice; ‘Ruler of the Seas’ (Par), 


| With spot’s regular line not due 
|back from six-week vacation until 
|next week, this one is straight vaude 
| tied together by an m.c. and stooges, 

Highlight is heftily ballied personal 
| of Charles Butterworth, whose act 


| man Eddie Kane is a miniature re. 
vue in itself, but not strong enough 
|to force the Five Maxellos out ot the 
wind-up spot traditionally reserved 
for the acrobats. 

Exemplifying house’s swing to 
more elaborate overtures, besun 
with recent installation of shifting 
pit, show begins with pop medley 
featuring a house fiddler and nut 
vocal of ‘Scatterbrain’ by a trum- 
peter. Don Rice bounces out in tux 
to begin m.c.ing with cracks about 
‘the picture I made in Hollywood for 
the F.B.I.’ and going to dinner with 


Char. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh. Dec. 8. 
Jimmu Dorsey Orch (15), Helen 
O'Connell, Bob Eberle, Betty Bruce, 


| Joe & Jane McKenna, Max Adkins. 
|House Orch; ‘Disputed Passage’ 
(Par). 

Jimmy Dorsey's crew has been 


steadily on the rise during the last 
couple of seasons, recent replace- | 
ments are working out handsomely | 
and Dorsey himself is learning that | 
it takes more than musical wizardry | 
He's | 
relaxing more than ever before and. 
generally ingratiating himself with 
the jive public. 

In the past he’s been recognized 
merely as a sax artist with a good 
band; now he stands a real chance of 
developing into a definite personal- 
ity. Even the orch’s absorbing some 
and leader 
and his men seem to have something 
in common instead of just an em- 
ploye-employer relationship. 

It’s essentially a swing outfit but 
Dorsey's smart enough to keep his 


With | Spaeth to isolate the melody. 
/such an atmosphere created, the or- | five saxes, his own included, three 
18- | chestra plays some patriotic airs and | trombones, three trumpets. 


arrangements sufficiently modified 
that it doesn’t take a Sigmund)! 
With 


guitar, 
Piano, bass and drums emphasis is 
| emneeny on the brass but that top- 
heavy section never gets out of hand. 
| Unit carries a crack drummer in 
Buddy Schutz, and that’s important 
|these days in the modern dance 
lidiom. Two other assets are voca- 
lists Helen O'Connell, sex-appealing 
| blonde with better-than-average 
| pipes, and Bob Eberle, a good-look- 
| ing lad who knows what to do with 
/ a pop ballad, and does plenty. 

Opening sends band right into the 
| middle of a hot version of ‘Shine on 


shows little voice but plenty of put- Harvest Moon,’ and it follows with a 


| boulevard girls. 


raucous voice, and they catch on. 


to win a lukewarm reception. 


over in a number of racy airs about | crack novelty in ‘John Silver.’ 
Romeo Carles sings | O’Connell then gives ‘em ‘You Be- 
|and shouts plenty of witticisms in a| long to Me,’ 


tello, Montmartre singer of another | stand: ‘All 
|era, sings about drinking and eating 
Nadia | down 


Miss 


‘My Mother Told Me,’ 
backgrounded by vocal obligato from 
of Me’ (‘her best) and 
‘Especially for You.’ Her exit brings 
one of Dorsey's trumpeters 


Dauty closes the first half, singing | with some blazing tones on some- 


much the same songs she has been 
| doing for a long time. Audience likes 
| them, however, as she puts them 
over in her Opera Comique-trained 
voice, which is weakened, however, 


by too much tremolo. Ravo. 

| ROXY, N. Y. 
Norman Harris & Sylvia Shore. 


Stump & Stumpy, Allen & Kent, Du 
Val, Margie Knapp, Gae Foster Girls, 
Paul Ash House Orch. ‘Barricade’ 


| VARIETY. 

Fanchon & Marco has been putting 
on the cautiously-budgeted shows for 
a long time here and they seldom 
vary from a set production routine. 
This week's contribution is no 
; ception, and while it passes muster 
for the Roxy trade, it is without any 
particular punch. Settings are stand- 
ard, while there’s one that’s too 


springtime to be accepted at the mo- | 


| ment, one with a cottage plus the 
| girls in their airy, Easter-like cos- 
| tumes. 

| Acts include Norman Harris and 
| Sylvia Shore, who have danced at the 
swank Rainbow Room, Rockefeller 
_Center; Stump and Stumpy, doubling 
| in here from the nearby Cotton Club: 
with papa and 


story of an 8l-year-old man who | mamma, an oldtime vaude turn. and 


| married a 17-year-old girl and, upon | Du Val, sleight-of-hand artist. 
s t being awakened after the pill treat- | gie Knapp, singer, is used for pro- 
At the Cir-| ment. asked if it was time to go to 


school. The yarn’s still out of place 
in a theatre catering to family trade 
such as this. Vernon’s nonchalant 
dancing is fair enough, and his bur- 


Mar- 


duction numbers. 

The Gae Foster line opens to pro- 
vide atmosphere and backing for the 
Allen and Kent act. Youthful team 
figures in modern buck and other 


lesque of a strin-tease artist a nifty.) types of dancing, while the folks 


His 70-year-old dad, 
agile. also is brought on for some | 
nifty hoofing. | 


remarkably | contrast with oldtime styles in the 


ardshoe line, all winding up big- 
appling. A satisfactory audience act 


| For a finale, Snvder introduces his | that's tvpically vaudeville. 


| dancing gals in abbreviated attire for | 
a lively militarv marching number to 
| the strains of ‘I Love a Parade.’ 
| Business light at the opening Fri-! 
matinee. Rees. 


Du Val follows with his silk han- 
kies and other implements of the 


| Jegerdemain trade, going over okay. 


Using his fist as a pine and getting 


smoke into a glass which an assistant bill. 


(20th), reviewed in current issue of 


| 


| thing called ‘Shoot the Matzos to 
Me, Pete Boy’ and a lot of tooting 
fireworks on a solo of ‘Honeysuckle 


| Rose.’ Unbilled, he’s a young whiz 
with a horn. 

Next spot reserved for Betty 
Bruce, dancing star last season of 
Broadway's ‘Boys Svracuse.’ 
Gal has plenty on the ball. style, 
ability and exotic appear- 


ance, and brings the mob sharply to | 
attention with her ballet-edged | 
tapping. It's strictly high-class, may- 
be a bit too’ high-class for the usual 
deluxe film house presentation, and | 
| she might drop something a bit more 
; commonplace into the middle of her 
smarter stuff. For cafe society and 
Broadway, it’s great as is. but she's 
taking chances with the unruly type 
of audiences that seem to inhabit the 
|deluxers in the afternoons these 
| days. 

‘Cherokee’ is a bit of a letdown for | 
Dorsey, and show's sole soft spot: he 
should go right into Schutz’s sock 
drum specialty after Miss Bruce. 
|Drummer cleans up and so does 
Eberle, who follows with first-rate 
‘South of Border,’ ‘My Prayer’ and 
‘Night and Day.’ Dorsey gets an 
inning next with his neat sax play-| 
ing on ‘Flight of Bumblebee,’ which | 
he’s presenting showily nowadays, 
with a baby spot from the foots 
throwing his shadow on the back- 
wall. It’s Joe and Jane McKenna 
next-to-closing, and niche is a push- 
over for standard boy-girl knock- 
about dancing team. Everything | 
they do is surefire, from Joe’s drunk | 
routine to his hoke adagio with sis- 
ter Jane, so surefire, in fact, that it's 
a shame male rhalf of team has to 
strike up even an occasional ac-_ 
quaintance with an off-color anec- 
—— He emphatically doesn’t need 


For finish, band does a sizzling ar- | 
rangement of ‘I've Got Rhythm,’ 
Dorsey taking the lead and doing 
plenty with it. Overture by Max 
Adkins’ house crew polishes off the 
Biz at opening fine. Cohen. 


neat to look at, 


his ma-in-law having ‘cold 
shoulder and tongue,’ 

Acts get under way with Gautier’s 
Bricklayers, revitalized dog revue 
with complex, full-stage set of two- 
story building under construction, 
First few minutes find dogs entering 
and exiting carrying hods, siageer- 
ing in and out of saloon, riding each 
other in elevators and, finally, one 
‘worker’ getting beaned by load of 
cement bags. Latter brings on trainer, 
who leads canines through ambu- 


lance and weeping-widow gag. Flash 


finish has dogs leaping from window 
to swinging platform, then to second 
platform, followed by another leap 
to opposite window. It gets gasps, 
laughs and sock applause. 

Rice is then out for more. inci- 
dental patter and introduction of 
Olive White. Pleasant brunet in dark 
blue ruffled gown, sings and guitars 
effectively through ‘Seuth American 
Way,’ warbles ‘When Mischa Plays 
his Violin’ and fiddles ‘Play Gypsy 
Play,’ finishing strong with vocal of 


‘‘It’s the Rhythm In Me.’ Rice then 
takes it for so-so gagging with 
stooges seattered through the aundi- 


ence and turns show over to Butter- 


worth, brought on as ‘that famous 
after-dinner speaker.’ Butterworth 
goes right into smart burlesque 
speech, beginning with ‘fellow Ro- 
tarians,’ and gets howls with every 
repetition of ‘real peppy fellows’ and 
‘fellows with both feet on the 
ground.” Eddie Kane, dolled up as 
super - Hollywood — script writer, 
strides on for amusing here’s-the- 
script-for-your-act business Left 


alone again, Butterworth picks up 
phone, asks ‘Is there a conveniion in 
town?’, thus gets Judy Starr and in- 
vites her on. Cute jitterbug warbler 
wastes time tearing up $20 bill with 
Butterworth, but wows ‘em. with 
‘Apple for the Teacher,’ with Butter- 


worth simultaneously doing panto- 
mime of artist sketching her. Pair 
take center mike together to read 
phoney film mags, which drags. but 
song ‘n’ dance duet of ‘You Den't 
Like It, Not Much’ gets act off to 
smash hand. 

Rice follows with his specialty. 


Trying to make audience tweet like 
the birdies and getting a squirt in the 
eye via prop telephone when he asks 
for ‘Spitalny’ falls pretty flat. but his 
whirlwind imitations a la ‘We the 
People’ of Ned Sparks, A) Smith, 
Landon, F.D.R., Mussolini, Hitler and 


Chamberlain sock. Five Maxellos, 
three youngish guys and two sur- 
prisingly attractive gals. appear in 


trim grey pants and waisicoats for 
smart risley workout, top stunt find- 
ing two flipping together from feet- 
to-feet, joined by third and trio flip- 
ping to floor. Rice, afier comic 
session with Maxellos, does neat 
thank-you speech to strong anplause 
as curtain closes. Craig. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Bob Crosby's Orch with Bobby 
Haggart, Jess Stacy, Ray Beauduc, 
Eddie Miller, The Bobcats, Nappy 
Lamare, Kitty Lane: Frances Fave 
Raymond Wilbert, Marion Belett & 
English Bros.; ‘Stunt Pilot’ (Mono). 


Though Bob Crosby's orch and as- 
sorted specialists are the marquee 
lure here this week, it remains for 
one of the lesser acts to garner the 
major laurels. Frances Faye, hefty, 
bouncing and plenty jiveroo, is the 
outstanding sock on this generally 
neat program, a nifty misdure of 
variety, outstanding band arrange- 


ments and comedy. 

Band still remains one of the 
smartest sweet-swing outfits in the 
biz, fronted by the unassuming 


Crosby, who at times is completely 
shrouded by the splendid musician- 
ship of his bandsmen, collectively, #@§ 
soloists, or in groups. There are, tor 
instance, the Bobcats, assorted in- 
strumentalists, who’re in one nui- 
ber, and the quartet of Eddie Miller, 
sax; Jess Stacy, piano; Ray Beauduc, 
drums, and Bob Haggart, bass, 


| who’re on for a spell after being in- 


troed by the maestro as Paul White- 
man’s selections for his all-Americun 
band. His new vocalist is Kitty 
but shy on 
vocal ability, a factor that’s particu 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Walter Connolly 


ana Susanna Foster 


Child star discovery... who has 
the New York Paramount audi- 
ences cheering her terrific voice! 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


atre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of 
rerican distributing companies for the current quarterly period. 


Date of 


reviews as given in Vaniery and the running time of prints are included.) 
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COPYRIGHT, 1959, 


Db—Drama; 


RIGHTS RESERVED 
T.—Kunning Time 


KD— Romantic Musical 
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eal Variet 
IN N -Comedy ‘omedy- Drama; _W—Western; 
WEEK Rev. 
OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE 
A bill forbidding smoking in New — 
9/20 WHAT A LIFE (Par) 
York City theatres, excepting under 10,6 39 9/29 CRASHING THRU (Meno) D 
cettain conditions, was signed last | 10/18 THE KANSAS TERRORS (Rep) Ww 
week by Mayor F. H. LaGuardia, | /6 EVERYTHING'S ON ICE (RKO) Cc 
after suggesting an amendment | 11/8 THE ESCAPE (20th) ; D 
which would enable smaller houses wae A) 
io enjoy the same smoking privi- | 
Jeges. Under the measure as it now 10/18 PRIDE OF BLUE GRASS (WB) cD 
stands, smaller theatres with no sec- 10/1339 12/14 FLIGHT TO FAME (Col) cD 
ond or balcony floors cannot permit ia 9/20 BABES IN ARMS (M-G) cp 
atrons to smoke. 5/31 JAMAICA INN (Par) 
mezzanines and balconies to permit 10/ HOLLYW » CAVALC: ee 
smoking after certain fire-retarding 10, dae: YOUR TOES (WB) MU 
work is taken care of on the raised 19 99/39, 11/11. SMITH GOES TO WASHINGTON (Col) RD 
floors. At it now stands, there is ‘a! 10/18 AT THE CIRCUS (M-G) C 
no provision for theatres with all 11/22 TELEVISION SPY (Par) D 
seats on the orchestra level. SHIPYARD SALLY (2¢th) 
which he asked be adopted would | MES 
give the fire commissioner authority) | 11/22 SMASHING MONEY RING (WB) M 
to approve a section of the main 10, 27/39 ~ 10/25 BEWARE SPOOKS (Col) Cc 
floor for smoking if all the necessary 12/6 BAD LITTLE ANGEL (M-G) D 
fire protection is provided. 11/1 MUTINY IN BIG HOUSE (Meno) D 
11/22 DANGER FLIGHT (Mono) dD 
New Cal. Tax Idea 10/18 DISPUTED PASSAGE (Par) = 
10/18 SUED FOR LIBEL (RKO) y 
New 3% qe 10/25 20,000 MEN A YEAR (20th) D 
te the sti 9/13 HOUSEKEEPER’S DAUGHTER (UA) 
ts state 11/1 LITTLE ACCIDENT (U) cp 
finance department in an effort to 10/25 THE ROARING TWENTIES (WB) D 
get the state out the 11/1 JEEPERS CREEPERS (Rep) cD 
To date Gov. Olson has not ap- — 
proved the idea. 11/3/39 11/8 BLONDIE BRINGS UP BABY (Col) Cc 
seal STRANGER FROM TEXAS (Col) w 
10/11 NINOTCHKA (M-G) cb 
Pa. Comsors 11/22 OVERLAND MAIL (Mono) w 
Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 12/13. FIGHTING MEN (Mono) D 
The new Pennsylvania Board of | 10/11 THE FLYING DEUCES (RKO) : 
Censors has only rejected four fea-— MARSHALL OF MESA CITY (RKO) Ww 
ture films of the 271 reviewed in the 12/6 HEAVEN BARBED WIRE FENCE (20th) Cn 
past six months, a report by the) 11/1 LEGION OF LOST FLYERS (U) M 
board showed last week. Of those 11/18 CALL A MESSENGER (U) M 
okayed, 215 were passed without any 11/22 KID NIGHTINGALE (WB) Cc 
eliminations, and 52 had slight dele- | 
/ / / EMEMB ? (M- D 
tions before receiving their seals. 11, 10 39 lis REMEM) BLUE (Mone) 
The rejects, 1.5%, is appreciably 11/1 CAT AND CANARY (Par) M 
lower then the average set up by 11/8 MAIN STREET LAWYER (Rep) M 
previous boards. 11/8 ALLEGHENY UPRISING (RKO) D 
Among the films that recently re- 11/8 DRUMS ALONG MOHAWK (20th) D 
elsewhere, were: ‘Hitler—Beast of | 2 2 
Berlin’ and the French-made picture, 10/4 ELIZ: ABETH (We) 
“Harvest. 11/17/39 | 11/15 ANOTHER THIN MAN (M-G) RD 
Three new inspectors were ap- =‘ ‘ 11/15 THE PHANTOM STRIKES (Mono) M 
pointed to the board by Governor | RAIDERS OVER ENGLAND (Mone) D 
James last week. They were: Mrs. | $/20 RULERS OF THE SEA (Par) D 
Marian Austin, Care, Pa.; Edith 11/22 TOWER OF LONDON (U) M 
11/1 TOO BUSY TO WORK (20th) Cc 
OK ‘Nazi Spy’ in Se. Africa i bE Be | __ON DRESS PARADE (WB) nee M 
Cape Town, Oct. 20. 11/94/39 AMAZING MR. WILLIAMS (Col) Cc 
‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ is now 11/22 DR. 
okay for South Africa. ROLL, WAGONS, LL (Mono 
South Aavionn government has is- 11/8 OUR NEIGHBORS (Par) cD 
sue iss] $ 11/22 THAT’S RIGHT, YOU’RE WRONG (RKO) MU 
sued permission to African Con- 11/15 DAY-TIME WIFE (20th) CD 
solidated Theatres to screen ‘Con- 11/29 BIG GUY (U) D 
of a — 11/15 WE ARE NOT ALONE (WB) D 
ange over from the banning by 
the Censor Board is due to South 12/1/39 12/6 A CALL ON THE a (M-G) cp 
Africa now being at war with Ger- 
many. Public opinion was against YUKON FLIGHT (Mens) (Mone) 
the hag ole Pic started showing 12/6 COWBOYS FROM TEXAS (Rep) w 
att . mopire, Johannesburg, Oct. 11/29 NIGHT OF NIGHTS (Par) cD 
17, with the theatre packed to ca- 12/13 RENO (RKO) D 
pacity. Film got a big ovation. Ad- 11/22 CITY IN DARKNESS (206th) M 
vance booking phenomenal. _ 10/25 INSP. HORNLEIGH ON HOLIDAY (2¢@th) M 
LAUGH IT OFF (U) Cc 
11/29 RETURN OF DR. X (WB) M 
Reelect Same WB Board ar vance coy 
TAMING OF THE WEST (Col) w 
12/13 HENRY GOES ARIZONA (M-G) cn 
At a meeting of preferred stock- LUCKY TEXAN (Mono) Ww 
holders ef Warner Bros. Monday THE LLANO KID (Par) Ww 
(11) in Wilmington, Del., where al! TWO THOROUGHBREDS (RKO) D 
such mcetings are held, H. M. War- 12/13 BARRICADE (:4'h) Cc 
ner, Jack Warner, Albert Warner, MAN FROM MONTREAL (U) D 
Jeseph Bernhard, Waddill Catch- | 12/6 PRIVATE DETECTIVE (WE) M 
ings and Robert W. Perkins were 39 | 12/13 NICK CARTER. WE*ECTIVE (M-G) 
reclected to the board. FOUR JUST MEN (Meno) D 
A meciing will be held shortly in WESTBOUND STAGE (Mono) w 
New York for the purpose of elect- 11/22 ALL WOMEN HAVE SECRETS (Par) RD 
ing officers for the coming year. 12/13 SOUTH OF SHE FO? ORR titep) w 
THE HONEYMOON’S OVER (2¢th) D 
11/22 MISSING EVIDENCE (U) M 
Stewarts East and West THE MAD EMPRESS (WB) D 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 12/22/39 HIS GIRL FRIDAY (Col) cD 
Stewart Stewart, for seven years 12/13 JUDGE HARDY AN} SON (M-G) cp 
with the Harry Edington-Frank Vin- ELS (Par) cD 
cent agency here, is leaving to join MARRIED AND IN edd (RKO) pe 
his sister, Rosalie, who is in the HAPPENS AT NIGHT (20th) RD 
same field, switch effective Monday CHARLIE McCARTHY, DETECTIVF (U) M 
(18). The firm from that date on 11/22 FOUR WIVES (WB) RD 
will be known as the Stewart agency. SEND ANOTHER COFFIN (UA) CD 
Miss Stewart, eldest of the three sis- = cine 
12/ 29, 39 BALALAIKA | (M- G) MU 
was formerly with 11/29 GREAT VICTOR HERBE"T (Par) MU 
ga i WOMAN WHO DARED (Rep) D 
Lee Stewart, another brother, re- DAYS OF JESSE JAMES (Rep) Ww 
cently set up his own agency in N. HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME (RKO) Pp 
Y. and represents Rosalie on that. ptr ge OF LAWLESS (RKO) Ww 
end. | } KID AND LADY (20th) RD 
12/6 DESTRY RIDES AGAIN (1) w 
P | INVISIBLE STRIPES (WB) M 
| RAFFLES (UA) cD 
ollywoo ec. _ 
Bruce Manning inked a double | 1 /5/40 TWo- -FISTED RANGERS (Col) Ww 
contract with Universal as producer EMERGENCY G) 
and writer. 
Currently he is writing an untitled SWANEE “BIVan (s5th) (KO) an 
screenplay for Deanna Durbin on FRAMED (U) Cc 
the same lot. : A CHILD IS BORN (WR) RD 


TALENT R. T. 
J. Cooper-B. Field 75 
J. Newill-W. Hull-M. Stone &2 
Three Mesquiteers 57 
I. Dare-E. Ellis-V. Vale 65 
K. Richmond-A. Duff 58 
L. Young-D. Niven 110 
A. Leuise-D. Faran 65 
E. Fellows-J. McCallion 65 
C. Farrell-J. Wells 67 
J. Garland-M,. Rooney-G. Kibbee 
C. Laughton-M. O'Hara 99 
E. Ellis-V. Vale-W. Gargan 70 
A. Faye-D. Ameche-S, Erwin 80 
Zorina-E. Albert 93 
J. Stewart-J. Arthur-C. Rains 126 
Marx Bros.-K. Baker-F. Rice &5 


W. Henry-J. Barrett-W. Collier, Sr. 58 
G. Fields-S. Howard 


J. Withers-Ritz Bros. 73 
J. M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight 59 
R. Reagan-M. Stevenson él 
J. E. Brown-M. Carlisle 65 
V. Weidler-G. Reynolds-R. Owen 47 
C. Bickford-B. MacLane 
J. Trent-M. Reynolds-M. Stone 61 
Lamour-Tamiroff-Howard 
K. Taylor-L. Hayes-R, Lane 65 
R. Scott-P. Foster-M. Lindsay &3 
J. Bennett-A,. Menjou-W. Gargan &0 
H. Herbert-B. Sandy-F. lice 5 
J. Cagney-H. Bogart-P. Lane 106 
Weaver Bros.-R. Rogers 69 
| A Singleton-A. Lake-L. Sims 67 
C. Starrett-L. Gray-D. Curtis 

G. Garbo-M. Douglas-lt. Claire 111 
Jack Randall 57 
J. Newill-S. Blane 

S. Laurel-O. Hardy-J. Parker 65 
George O'Brien 61 
J.Rogers-R. Walburn-M. Rambeau 61 
R. Arlen-A, Nagel-A. Devine 63 
B. Halop-H. Hall-M. Carlisle 64 
J. Payne-J. Wyman 58 
R. Taylor-G. Garson-L. Ayers &2 
D. Purcell- B. Hayes 60 
B. Hope-Paulctte Goddard-J. Beal 72 
E. Ellis-A. Louise-R. Baldwin rp 
J. Wayne-C. Trevor-C. Sanders 98 
C. Celbert-H. Fonda-E. M. Oliver 103 
D. Durbin-R. Stack 84 
D. Nolan-C. Bickford-J. Litel ¢1 
B. Davis-E. Flynn 166 
M. Loy-W. Powell-C. A. Smith 101 
W. Lawson-S. Hale 58 
No Cast 

D. Fairbanks, Jr.-M. Lockwood 96 
B. Rathbone-B. Karloff %2 
J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan 63 
J. Hersholt-D. Lovett-P. Lee 63 
J. Prouty-S. Byington-K. Howell C4 
Dead End Kids-J. Litel 62 
J. Blondell-M. Douglas &0 
L. Ayres-L. Barrymore-L. Day &3 
Tex Ritter 

F. Bainter-F. Craven-E. Lowe R38 
K. Kyser-A. Menjou-E. E. Horton 91 
T. Power-L. Darnell-W. William il 
V. McLaglen-J. Cooper 78 
P. Muni-J. Bryan-F. Robsen 112 
A, ‘Sothern- W. Gargan-L. Stone 69 


C. Grant-R. Russell-R. Bellamy 
C. Reynolds-J. King | 
J. Newill-L. Stanley-D. O’Brien 
R, Livingston-R. Hatton-D. Renaldo 57 


P. O’Brien-O. Bradna-R. Young &5 
R. Dix-G. Patrick-A. Louise 73 
S. Toler-L. Bari-R. Clarke 72 
G. Harker-A. Sim-L. Travers “0 
J. Downs-C. Moore 

Hi. Bogart-J. Litel-R. Lane 60 
J. Holt-P. Ellis 66 


Bill Elliott 

F. Morgan-V. Weidler-G. Kibbee 

Jchn Wayne 

T. Guizar-A. Dunn-A. Mowbray 69 
J. Lycon-J, Kerrigan 

Alice Faye-W. Baxter-A. Treacher 76 
R. Arlen-A. Devine 

J. Wyman-D. Foran 57 


W. Pidgeon-R. Johnson-H. Hull 
F, Lawton-H. Sinclair-A. Lee 


Tex Ritter 

J. Alien, Jr.-J. Cagney-V. Dale 59 
G. Autry-S. Burnette-J. Storey 

S. Erwin-M. Weaver-P. Knowles 69 
P. Foster-t. Hervey 64 


M. Novara-L. Atwill-C. Nagel 


Cc. Grant-R. Russell 


L. Stone-M. Rooney-C, Parker &8 
Cartoon 

J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan 

A. Marshall-B. Read-H. Vinson 60 


S. Henie-R. Milland-R. Cummings 
E. Bergen-R. Cummings 
Lane-Sisters-G. Page-F. Albert 
R. Terry-B. Crawford-E. Arnold 


N. Eddy-I. Massey-C. Ruggles 

M. Martin-A, Jenes-W. Connolly &4 
C. Bickford-O. Davis, Jr.-D. Day 

R. Rogers-G. Hayes-D. Barry 

C, Laughton-M. O’Hara 

G. O’Brien-V. Vale 

C. Romero-M. Weaver-C. P. Martin 

M. Dietrich-J. Stewart-M. Auer £6 
G. Raft-J. Bryan 

D. Niven-O. de Haviland-D. Digges 


C, Starrett-I. Meredith 

R. Montgomery-E. Arnold-R. Owen 
W. Henry-L. Campbell-R. Denning 
G. O’Brien-V. Vale 

D. Ameche-A. Leeds- A. Jolson 

C. Mocre-F. Albertson-R. Armstrong 
(. Fitzgerald-J. Lynn 
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agency suit against Harry Joe Brown, 
20th-Fox producer. 
10° of $499,541, which Brown will 
earn under four-year contract 
negotiated by the agency. 

Case goes to trial in superior court 
as soon as a date can be set, 


| 

| 

Los Angeles, Dec. 12, | 
Myron Selznick turned down an 

offer of $5,850 to settle his $49,954 | 


Suit involves 


Picture people are involved in 
three suits on file in downtown 
courts, 


Eriku Mann, who authored ‘School 
for Barbarians,’ and four’ writers 
who worked on the adaptation and 
screenplay, are suing Edward Small 
Productions for $20,000 balance as- 


sertedly due on purchase of her 

novel. Alleged that Small bought 
the yarn for $25,000 and so far paid * 
only $5,000. | 


Metro is named in a $40.000 dym- 
age action instituted by Don Mike 
who alleges his varn, ‘Heroes in 
Hell,’ was pirated in studio's 
‘Blackmail.’ 

Edward Ludwig, director, sued bv 
Berg-Allenberg, agents, for $5,000 
commissions allegedly due on a $50,- 
000 studio contract. 

Par Sued Over Idea 

Suit for $25,000 was filed here 
against Paramount by A. C. Abadie, 
who claims his idea of audience par- 
ticipation was pirated by the studio 
its short, ‘Find What's Wrong,’ 
| last year. 

| Abadie charges he filed a scenarfo, 

‘Find What Is Wrong With the Pic- 
ture,’ which was returned with a no- 
'tation that it was not worth while. 


Deny Par Examination 
Application by Rae Nasoff, minor- 
jity stockholder of Paramount Pic- 


_ tures, Inc., to examine Adolph 
|; Zukor, Stanton Griffis, Duncan 
| Harris, Barney Balaban, Harvey D. 


Gibson, Percy H. Johnston and John 
| E. Otterson, before trial. was denied 


|completely Saturday (9) by N, Y. 
supreme court Justice William T. 
| Collins. The plaintiff is seeking 


$20.000.000 damages, 
and mismanagement 

In denying the application Justice 
Collins declared, ‘The items are too 
prolix and manifold. The persons 
sought to be examined are too nue 
|merous, the subject matter too em- 
ing, the books and reports sought 
to be inspected constitute all the 
| books and records of the corpora- 
tion. To grant this examination 
would not be in consonance with jus- 
tice. Motion denied in all respects, 
without prejudice to renewal, on 
papers in conformity to the practices 
and principals of examinations be- 
fore trial.’ 

Over 90 questions had been listed, 
| with the subject matter dealing with 
ithe years 1935 to date during which 
{period it is claimed Paramount lost 
| $8,000,000 for its stockholders. 

$74,046 Legal Bill 


claiming waste 


brac 


An action for $74,046 against 
Loew’s, Inc., Metro Pictures Corp., 


Metro Distributing Corp., and Cul- 
| ver Export Co. was revealed Thurs- 
|day (7) in N. Y. supreme court, 
| when Justice John E. McGeehan set 


ithe suit for trial. Plaintiff is Walter 
|}H. Pollak, an attorney, who seeks 
; Payment for alleged services ren- 
| dered. 

Loew's and its subsidiaries have 
entered a general denial, and claim 
{to have paid Pollak $11,757 in full 
| payment him. 


of all owed to 


Nugent Would Rather | 
Be Actor Than Director | 


Hollywood, Dee. 12. 
George Marshall replaces Elliott 
| Nugent as director of the Bob Hope- 
| Paulette Goddard picture, ‘The Ghost 

Breakcr,’ at Paramount. 

Nugent asked release from his pie- | 
ture commitment to appear in his 
stage play, ‘The Male Animal,’ now 
in preparation for a Broadway open- 
ing. 


MORROS’ ‘PEOPLE’ PIC 


Stating he has plans for four ad- 
ditional features, Boris Morros is 
near the closing for the screen rights 
of the radio program, ‘We the Peo- 
ple.’ 

- Morros is 
other week. 


remaining in east an- 
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You NEED 


‘THE OLD MAID’— You WEED 


FLYNN ‘ELIZABETH and WEED 
PARADE’ (‘DEAD END’ KIDS) — You WEED MUNI’S ‘WE 
ARE NOT ALONE?’ (by the author of ‘Mr. Chips’)— You WEED 
‘THE RETURN OF DR. X’= You WEED CAGNEY, O'BRIEN, BRENT 
in ‘THE FIGHTING 69TH’— You MEED ‘INVISIBLE STRIPES’ (George 
Raft, Jane Bryan, William Holden) — You A/EZD OBERON and BRENT in 
‘WE SHALL MEET AGAIN’— You A/EED FLYNN in ‘VIRGINIA CITY’ 
(Miriam Hopkins, Randolph Scott) — Yow MELD ‘A CHILD IS BORN’ 
(Geraldine Fitzgerald) — You WEED ‘YEARS WITHOUT D 


AT AND A BABY’ (Priscilla Lane, Jane Bryan, Edd 
Albert, Wayne Morris)— You 


MEED ROBINSON in 


bigger story! 
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Thomas Realigns 


Deal by which Harry H. Thomas; by a host of local exhibs on 
Mono-|ecasion of the opening of his 


ye-asseciated himself with 
gtam last week makes him a partner 


the oc- 
new 
theatre, the Wood, Woodbury, N. J., 


with the company in operation of its fet night (7). 


New York, Philadel- 
He is under- 


exchanges in 
phia and Washington. 


steed to have put coin into the outfit holds its 


to acquire his interest in the ex- 


The Allied Independent Theatre 
Owners of Eastern Pennsylvania 
annual membership and 
‘election Jan. 9. Believed the entire 


ehanges and will share in whatever | present board will be reelected with- 


profits they show. 


Thomas, in addition, will 


act as| 


}out any serious opposition. 


g.m. of the branches in a supervisory | $18,000 Theatre Fire 


capacity, with Harry Chapman, who) 


has long been associated with him. | 
as his assistant. There will be no 


interference, however, with Joe Fel-  j..gs, 


@er, who handles the New York ex- 
change territory, or any of the other. 
personnel in the three offices, it was 
said. 
Original Mono franchise-holder in 


New York and Philly. Thomas has| delegations 


been associated with W. Ray Johns- 
ten, Meno prez, in various companies 
since 1920. For a time he ran his 


ewan distribution setup, First Divi-| Hendrick Hudson 5 
con-| night (9). Max Friedman, chief War- 
nected with John E. Otterson in Tri- | ner booker 


sien, and more recently was 
National. Latter organization, it is 
said, will be dissolved shortly, al- 
theugh ‘Thomas has been out of it for 
seme months. 

New York. Philly and Washington 
exchanges were the only ones Mono 
operated itself, all the others being 
franchised out. The three offices 
represent about of Mono’s busi- 
ness in the United States. 

Johnston completed the Thomas 
deal before leaving for Phoenix last 
Wednesday (7) for preem of ‘Gen- 
tleman from Arizona, which was 
yaade in Arizona with native capital 
apd which Mono will handle. 
Johnston continued to the Coast from 
Phoenix and will remain in produc- 
tien confab until about Dec. 20. 


Reopen in Watervliet, N. Y. 


Watervliet, N. Y., Dec. 12. 

The Empire, situated near a bridge 
Jeading to Troy, reopened under the 
management of Yowachak & Monti- 
cup, new to the picture business. 
House, which has been refurbished, 
was unused for several years except 
on auspices shows of Ukrainian, 
Halian and other foreign films. 

Watervliet, experiencing a boom 
due to heavy employment at the 
U. S. Arsenal, has three other thea- 
tres, Grand, in northern part of the 
City, Family in center, and Strand 
in southern sector. 


To Raze Nixon-Grand, Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 
The shuttered Nixon-Grand thea- 
tie in North Philly will be de- 
molished in the near future to make 
way for a group of stores. 
A group of South Jersey distribs 
fanning to build a new house in 
ennsgrove, N. J. 
Chief 


Ben Amsterdam. former 


Malakoff, Tex., Dec. 12. 
The Dodd demolished by a fire, 
whic’: also damaged two other build- 
Damage estimated at $18,000. 
Fire's origin is unknown. 


WB's Albany Party 
Albany, N.-Y., Dec. 12. 

More than 300 persons, including 
from all Albany ex- 
changes, executives of rival chains, 
and exhibitors, attended the banquet 
land ball of the Warner Club in the 
Hotel Saturday 
upstate, was general 
chairman, 

Reopen Watertown Savoy 
Milwaukee, Dec. 12. 

Fox-Wisconsin Amus. Corp. has 
‘reopened the Savoy, Watertown, 
| Wis., on a four-day-a-week basis, Ed- 
iwerd Kuenzi manager. Circuit also 
| operates the Classic there. 

Philip Trianno named assistant 
manager of the Capitcl, Madison, 
| Wis., succeeding Louis Worth, re- 
signed. 

L. Roy Pierce, manager of the 
downtown theatres here for Fox, has 
taken over duties of late Charles 
| Lowenberg, who was circuit's ad- 
| Vertising manager. 


| Sprucing Up 2 Houses 

Lincoln, Dec. 12. 

' Two closings here this week, the 
/Lincoln, a J. H. Cooper spot, which 


rugs and general equipment, and the 
Kiva, a Nebraska Theatres, Ine., 
;spot which will relight, Jan, 1. 
Liberty, a 1,000-seater, is giving 
vaude a test this week, the Nebraska 
| Theatres, 
| with a live show here in nearly two 
| years. 
York, York, Neb., has reopened 
| after being dark a year and a half. 
Runs half-weeks, according to man- 
ager Carl Rose. 


| Pitt Newsreeler Clicks 
| Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. 
Encouraged by success of their 


|newsreel theatre venture downtown, | 


| Harris circuit is converting another 

|house, nabe Family in East Liberty. 

| Spot has been a twin-bill subsequent 
for years and goes into Trans-Lux 
policy this week for month’s trial. 

| Just a few weeks ago, Harrises 

, took small-seat Palace in downtown 


will be spruced up with new seats, 


Ine. spot being the first 


PICTURES 
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made an unsuccessful attempt as a! | 


and shot in news- 


Palace and house has been clicking | 
site will be. 
called the Newsreel-Family. | 


In 3 Exchanges; Personnel Switches : 


nicely. East Liberty 


newsreel house, 
WI ono as ar shorts policy, renamed it Newsreel- | 


Shortage of product, together with 
pre-holiday Jull, shut down 
Shea-Hyde Fulton, first-run down- 
‘town site, on Sunday (10), for two- 
| week stretch. Spot relights Dec. 23. 
| Although legit house closings right 
| before Xmas are expected, 
'first time here a film site has ever 
done it. 

| Grand, in 


nearby Corry, 


closed many years, expected to re- | and 
lepen within next couple of months. | neither 


| Blatt Bros., also operating 
same town, run it. 

Pool in Kitanning, Pa., between | 
Nikitas Dipson, who runs Lyceum | 
and State there, and C. F. Derry’s 
Jaycee Corp., which owns Columbia, 
has just been arranged. 
this month and will have Andy Gib- 
son, associated with Dipson, as book- | 
ing head and C. F. Derry as resident | 
manager of three spots. 

At MG exchange, John Freinstein 
has been upped from clerk to assist- 
ant booker and Tony Semplice moves 
into his spot from advertising-poster 
department. Marjorie Kintner has 
|joined booking office at 20th-Fox, 
| succeeding Margaret Schlareth, re- 
'signed to take Government position. | 


| Coast House Embroiled 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 

| Suit to terminate a sublease on the 
| Mareal theatre was filed by Mark M. 
'Hansen against Galston & Sutton 
Theatres, Inc. 

Hansen claims the operators have 
failed to live up to the terms of the 
lease, which include $500 monthly 
rental and graduated percentages 
based on receipts. 

New Tower opens in Fresno Thurs- 
day (14) as link in Fox-West Coast 
chain; 900-seater. 

Fox-West Coast reopens Valley 
after remodeling. North Hollywood 


this is| 


Lift Stock 


mittee. Protest has been withdrawn 
since Arnold's blast. 

Other SAG by-laws and rules are 
| being checked to ascertain if they 
conflict with rulings of attorney- 
general's office. SAG leaders state 
they are desirous of providing all 


Pa., the work possible for both Class A 


that 
nor 


but 
directors 


Class B members, 
the board of 


Rex 1n)| the membership desires to violate 
lany of the laws governing operation 


of labor organizations. 
Elimination of stock shots will re- 


sult in a big saving in both time 
Effective | and money for producers. Hereto- 
|fore when a racetrack scene wa: 
f t k e 


shot for a_ special 
could not be used in another pic- | 
ture. Now, these shois will be filed 
in a special library and worked into | 
any pictures where they will fit. 
Pix unions started taking stock 
of setup when Arnold stated that) 
under certain circumstances threats | 
of labor tops to call strikes, where | 
the issues were not clearly defined 
or did not involve wages, hours or! 
conditions, would place them 
jeopardy of conspiracy. Rulings of, 
Arnold are being studied by other 
pix unions to ascertain what, if any, 


changes should be made in _ their 
operations. 

Thomson Reports 
Kenneth Thomson, SAG) exec- 
utive secretary, announces 100% 


compliance by film agents in apply- 
ing for licénses under the franchise 
agreement between the actors and 
the Artists Managers Guild. 


' house has been dark for two months. 


| Ivan Hansen signed new 12-year 
| lease as operator of Cairo, subse- 


quent run house. 

Harry Denny moved to San Fran- | 
cisco to open new branch exchange | 
for Majestic Pictures, indie distrib- | 
uting outfit. 

WB Relinguishing One 
Sandusky, O., Dec. 12. 
| The Plaza, operated by Warners, | 

will be taken over by the Alden 
| Seitz Amus. Co., when the Warner 
| lease expires Jan. 1. 
| house remains WB. 

} Interstate’s Addition 

San Antonio, Dec. 12. 

Interstate Circuit opened the new 
Wichita in Whichita Falls, Tex., last 
week. 

V. E. Hamm has 
| Electra, Tex. Besides his new house 
he also operates three houses in 
Wichita Falls and one in Vernon. 


opened Roxy, 


Upping Tivoli Winnipeg 
Winnipeg, Dec. 12. 
| Frank Kershaw, of Western Thea- 
tres, Ltd., announces 
Christmas Day the 


Tivoli will be 


Barker of the Variety Club, honored 'sector, which 10 years before had | boosted to the top nabe of the chain. 


New 


THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 


York T 


eatres 


BETTE DAVIS 
ERROL FLYNN in 
“THE PRIVATE LIVES OF 


Elizabeth and Essex” 


IN PERSON 
AL DONAHUE 


HELD OVER 


“THE MARTIN 

GREAT 

| VICTOR | “ONES 
HERBERT” 

A Paramount Picture | and His Orch. 


Thurs., Dec, 14th 

Leslie Howard 
“INTERMEZZ0” 
Ingrid Bergman 


Last Times Wed, 
Marx Brose. 
‘At The CIRCUS’ 
In Person 
James Barton 
Others 


In Person’ 
Jack Jenney & Or 


Dr. Kildare In his 
mest dengereus 
adventure! Breedway Stet Street 


“The Secret of Dr. Kildare” 


Lew AYRES @ Lionel BAKKRYMORE 
Siasis Thurs., Dec. 14th—“REMEMBER?’ 


Rehert Teyler, Greer Garten, Lew Ayres 


PARAMOUNT 


Leno Turoldo, manager of the class 

|nabe Uptown, boosted to manager's 

|chair at the Tivoli, effective with 

the change. Will be replaced at 

ithe Uptown by E. A. Retalick. 

| Chakares Acquires 2 
Columbus, Dec. 12. 


Chakares Theatres, Springfield, 
,acquired the Regent and_ Broad, | 
in St. Marys. Owner Tom Broad is 


retiring from the field. Phil Cha- 
kares, president of the circuit, an- 
nounces remodeling both houses 
prior to opening under the chain's 
| banner. 


_ The Empress, Chesbrough chain, 
incorporated separately for $17,500. 


House manager Bill Ingram is prexy 
of the new corporation, Ethel Ches- 
brough Miles, circuit boss, is secre- 
tary-treasurer. | 

John and Frances Robinson bought 
{the Bremen at sheriff’s sale, and re- 
! modeling the 300-seater for Xmas 
opening. The Robinsons operate a 
chain of small Ohio houses. Grand | 
opening of the new Vinton theatre, 
McArthur. likewise set for the holi- | 
day. W. C. Smith is owner of the 
400-seater. 


Boucher’s Promotion 
Gloversville, N. Y., Dec. 12. 
Frank M. Boucher, special home | 
office representative for Schine En- 
terprises, Inc., in the upstate terri- 
tory, has been promoted to booker 
and divisional manager of the Wash- 
ington, Maryland, and Delaware ter- 


“ 
Destry Rides Again 
with 
MARLENE DIETRICH 
JAMES STEWART 
UNITE 
artists RIVOLI 
Deore Open 29:20 A.M. 


Kroadway 
ut 48th Bt. 
MIDNITE SHOWS 


RADIO 
CUTyY 


MUSIC HALL 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


ritory on the circuit. He leaves for 
Washington this week, where he will 
be permanently stationed. He came 
to Gloversville from Baltimore last 
February. 

Prior to joining Schine he was v.p. 
and g.m. of the Linden, Baltimore, 
and previously Maryland district 
manager for Warner Bros. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 12. 

A. J. Stern has returned from the 
sales staff to his former post as RKO 
office manager here, He _ replaces 
Larry Kline who again becomes a 
salesman, replacing Bill Crystal, re- 
signed to join Maiestic Films. 

Joe Loeffler, city salesman. will 
cover the southern Minnesota district 
which Stern had been handling. No 


new city salesman has been named 


thet effective | close the Central 


Stern At Old Berth \% 


License No. 1 goes to M. C. Levee, | 
prexy of the AMG, with No, 2 is- 
sued to the Berg-Allenberg agency 
as a courtesy to Bert Allenberg, who 
was chairman of the committee. 
which negotiated the agreement with | 
the actors. Others licenses will be | 
issued as rapidly as possible in the 
order in which applications were re- 
|ceived, Only the first two issued 


| will be numbered. 


A general shakeup in the employed 
staff of the SAG, as well as Cen- 


The other | tral Casting Corp., is certain to fol- 
the SAG investigation of job tion from this procedure shall be 
| payoffs, 


Report of inquiry !s now 
| being prepared and will shortly be 
submitted to producers with a de- | 
mand that the situation be cleaned 
up. 

Following reports that Central 
might be closed or the use of extras 
limited by elimination of scenes call- 
ing for atmosphere players, the SAG 
issued the following statement: 

‘Reports have been circulated in 
Hollywood that producers plan to 
Casting Bureau 
and cut down or eliminate the use 
of extras. 

‘Kenneth Thomson, executive sec- 
retary of the Screen Actors Guild, 
informed the Guild executive com- | 
| mittee that he had been informed by | 
_ the Association of Motion Picture | 
| Producers that such reports are un- | 
true and were not authorized by 
AMPP. 

‘In defense of the extras, the Guild 
executive committee, makes the fol- 
lowing statement: 

Squash Closing Report 

‘The reports that extras’ pay 
chécks are going to be slaughtered 
have no more basis in fact than the 
Scot father’s story to his children on | 
Christmas Eve that Santa Claus had | 
been murdered. These reports have | 
taken two forms: 

‘That the producers were seriously 
considering closing down Central 
Casting Bureau, because the extra 
problem is a sore spot; that pro- | 


Continued from page 5 


, contribution in 


Shots Ban 


| ducers were planning to cut down or 
_ eliminate use of extras who needed 
no ‘skill or experience,’ and whose 
usefulness was ‘the same as any )y'- 
grant field workers.’ 

‘The Association of Motion Picture 
Producers has informed the Screen 
Actors Guild that neither statement 
is true, And the Screen Aciors 
Guild now serves notice that jts Class 
B members, the extras, are not ‘the 
same as migrant field workers.’ To 
so classify them is to store up Grapes 
of Wrath, 

‘In the statistical department of 
the Guild are more than 1,000 classi- 
fications of extras—necessary because 


production it | the producers themselves recognized 


the need for skilled and experienced 
extras. Good motion pictures always 
will need extras—extras with skill 
and experience. 

‘The Screen Actors Guild is em- 
barked on a long-range program to 
increase the economic security of 
the extra and to assure the producer 
competent extra players. False state- 
ments do not contribute to the so- 


in | lution of the recognized problem.’ 


The SAG is now drafting demands 
for 15% pay hike for extras and re- 
classification of all extra wage brack- 
et:. 

Air scripters have started a move 


to ban speculative writing in radio, 


If successful, the campaign is cere 


‘tain to be extended to the film in- 


dustry, because of the close working 
alliance between the Radio Writers 
Guild and the Screen Writers Guild, 
The RWG also has gone record as 
being opposed to writers signing 
away all rights to story material. 
The RWG has adopted the follow. 
in, resolution on spec writing: 
‘That no member of the Radio 
Writers Guild shall write ordered or 
solicited synopses, scripts or any 
written material gratis. He shall be 
paid upon delivery at least one-half 
the broadcast fee set prior to the 
writing and mutually agreed to by 
writer and purchaser and, when any 
part or all of the script is broadcast, 
full fee shall be paid. Any devia- 


requested of the Guild Couneil by 
the purchaser. Any writer who de- 
viates from this procedure shall be 
subject to censure or discipline from 
the Council.’ 


Peace with Publicists ° 

Producers have announced that ell 
differences with the Screen Publi- 
cists Guild have been ironed out and 
that working agreement will be 
signed this week. Fla‘ .s will re- 
ceive back pay under pact which is 
retroactive to Oct. 9. Following a 
conference with producer committee 
composed of Joseph M. Schenck, E. J. 
Mannix and Y. Frank Freeman, the 
Publicists handed out the following 
statement: 

‘The Screen Publicists Guild ex- 
ecutive committee met today with a 
committee representing the pro- 
ducers and reached an agreement on 
the final form of a contract. Attor- 
neys were instructed to prepare the 
draft of the contract for signature. 

‘The Guild wishes to express its 
gratitude to president Joseph M. 
Schenck, of the Association of Motien 
Picture Producers, for his imporiant 
bringing about the 
agreement and for his sympathetic 
understanding throughout the nego- 
tiations.’ 

Statement was signed by Bill Ed- 
wards, Norman Rivkin, Jack Cooper, 
Ted Taylor, Leslie Mason, Linn 
Unkefer, Don King, Lou Harris, John 
Woolfenden. 


ANNOUNCING 


of the HOUSE of SI 


1827 will continue to be the 


R. SIMPSON 


yet. 


THE 


building at 133 West 42nd Street 


The same liberal and confidential loan segvices that 
have been identified with R. Simpson and Company since 


133 West 42nd Street, New York City 


REMOVAL 


MPSON to its new 


basis of cach transaction. 
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NBC Runs Television Ball Providing 


Talent , Cameras, Debs and Class 


| 

RCA-NBC has the valves tied | 
Gown to make a big whoopdedoo of 
ithe Television Ball in New York 
City this Friday (15). Clay Morgan | 
is masterminding the exploitation | 
with the several involved NBC de- | 
partments coordinated and extra | 
ballyhooers especially engaged. The | 
affair is for charity, the social regis- | 
ter, better television set sales and | 
the Goddard Neighborhood Centre. | 
Mrs. Gordon Renischler, related to 
the National City Bank, is the chair- 
woman of the ball. 
NBC is handling the ball all the 
way, including the talent, the pub- 


licity, the society editors and the 
class. Has guaranteed that the tele- 


vision cameramen will wear dinner 
jackeis when televizing from 
Waldorf-Astoria’s main ballroom on | 
the gala occasion, Guests will not} 
@ly be telecast but can see them- | 
selves on screens nearby. | 

As part of the campaign NBC has | 
been pointing its publicity cameras | 
at nearly every debutante in town. | 
The first deb has yet to run away | 
from the lens. A_ special telecast | 
preview of the fashion parade was | 
emceed by Esme O'Brien. Every-— 
thing else has halted for the ball. 

NBC talent for the entertainment 
end of the ball will include Jane 
Froman, Fairfax the magician, Peter 
de Rose, the Harimans, Arthur 
Murray dancers, Jack Whiting, 
Grace McDonald, Hiram Sherman, 
Imogene Cocoa, John Hoysradt and a 
Frank Black orchestra, 

Burke Crotty, Edward Padula, 
Harold See and Ray Meredith will 
be among the engineering crew with 
plenty of worries, 


TUX-WEARING 


STUDENTS 
NBC 


George Engels, v.p. in charge of 
the NBC Artists Service, is cur- 
rently dean of a training course for 
young men who will hereafter be | 
absorbed into the organization. All 
of the students, 13 in number, are 
employed as pages, guides or in 
other capacities at NBC. On their 
first day in school] recently, the stu- 
dents, by mutual agreement, showed | 
up in tuxedoes, 
iux as being a case of getting used 
to their future uniforms, 


Course, which will run about six 


months, will span all of show busi- | 
ness and not be limited merely to 


radio and concert. Group went en 
masse to the Metropolitan opera last 


week under Engels’ guidance and 
hung around backstage to get the 


operatic flavor. 
sion the Met's 


On a previous ses- 
managing director, 


Edward Johnson, did a guest lecture | 
and was surprised by a stunt framed | 


by Engels, wherein Johnson’s sing- 


ing of the tenor role in ‘Girl of the | 


Golden West’ was revived via a re- 
cording. Amplified by a loud- 
speaker, it had Johnson asking, 
*who's that?° 

Personages doing a schoolmaster 


routine for Engels’ scholars (who 
have own alma mater song, class 
colors and honorary co-eds) have 


included John Royal, Edgar Kobak, 
A. H. Morton, Nellie Revell. 


ANGELL POINTS TO 


DUPONT ‘CAVALCADE’ 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Chief spieler at last week’s NBC 
gabfest on educational radio was Dr. 
James Rowland Angell who dis- 


cussed general ether education situa- | 


tion and particularly stressed the im- 
poriance of the scheduled Dupont 
commercial show, ‘Cavalcade of 
America’ as an important step te- 
wards the combination of sponsored 
time with education values, 

At the Radio Council Conference, 
the bulk of time was devoted to 
actual demonstration of utilizing 
radio in classroom work, with the | 
local public schools putting on sev-— 
eral demonstration periods to point 


up Chi method of using radio to aid the picture department of the bu- | WIRE, Indianapolis. 


teachers in classrooms 


| ‘Perkins’ is 


Engels favored the | 


as many | 
of the boys will be talent managers. | 


Adds Agent’s % 


San Francisco, Dec. 12. 

Roma Wine Co. awards $30 to 
each employee who becomes a 
faiher cr a mother. Last week 
Art Linkletter, emcee of Roma’s 
‘World’s Fair Party,’ qualified 
and promptly sent a bill to J. B. 
Cella, President of Roma. 

The bill was for $34.50—the 
extra $4.50 representing Link- 
letter’s regular 15° commission 
to his radio agent, Renzo Cesana. 


DISC SERIAL 
TOPS DAYTIME 
SURVEY 


According to latest C. E. Hooper | 


FOX NOT SERVICING 


survey the top daytime serial is not 
one on the networks but a tran- 


scribed show, ‘Judy and Jane,’ which 
has been on the air since 1930. The 
disked ‘J&J’ consistently under- 


written by Folger coffee, is cur- 
renily on 25 stations in the middle 
west. With the Hooper survey 


‘Judy and Jane’ rates 10.8, while the | 


Another Kate Smith 
Tie-Up for Bacher? 


Young & Rubicam is still discuss- 
ing with Bill Bacher the idea of do- 
ing another ‘Movie Night,’ on Kate 


| Smith's show tCBS) Dec. 29. Bacher 


went back to L. A, last week. 
The production would be 20th- 
Century-Fox’s ‘Swanee.’ 


Luckies May WOR Test 


Orrin Tucker and His 
Vocalist, Bonnie Baker 


Orrin Tucker 


and his vocalist, 
Bonnie Baker, will be tested as a 
commercial program Lucky 
Strike, if and when a deal now be- 
ing negotiated between Lord & 
Thomas and the Music Corp. of 
America is closed. The test will take 
place over a Mutual hookup, con- 
sisting, for the start. of WOR, New- 
ark, and WGN, Chicago, as_ hap- 
pened in the case of Kay Kyser. 

Tucker and Miss Baker were cut 
in on the ‘Hit Parade’ from Texas 
last Saturday night. The twosome 
garnered heaps of attention re- 
cently through their recording of 
‘Oh, Johnny, Oh Johnny,’ an oldie in 
the Forster catalog. 


LANGLOIS-WENTWORTH 


Harry Fox, agent and_ trustee 
within the Music Publishers Protec- 
tive Association, has advised Lang- 
lois & Wentworth that he will cease 


top daytimer on the networks is ‘Ma | his musical checking service for this 


Perkins’ with a rating of 10.3. Lord | transcription 


& Thomas is the agency on Folger. 
on the NBC-red and 
piugs P&G Oxydol. 

Agency men are mystified by the 
sharp drop in contest and boxtop re- 
which daytime serials have 
been experiencing during the past 
| several weeks. The top rating shows 
| have been maintaining a fairly satis- 
factory level in this respect but the 
| general run of daytime dramatic in- 

nings are reported as feeling the de- 
cline in mail response in a big way. 

With the exception of the few 
| leaders, the drop has ranged from 
| 30 to 50%. 


Governor of Ohio To 
Present Variety’ Plaque; 
Kroger Prez Presiding 


Cincinnati, Dec. 12. 


WLW, Cincinnati, will receive its 
VarirtTy showmanship plaque next 
Tuesday 
Netherlands-Plaza hotel. 
| tion will be made to Powel Crosley, 
Jr., by Gov. John W. Brinker of Ohio 
in the presence of Senator Taft, Sec- 
| retary of State Earl Griffith, James 
Stewart and C. O. Sherill, mayor 
and city manager respectively of 
Cincy, and some 200 guests. 
| Albert Morrill, president of Kroger 
grocery chain, will be toastmaster. 

(Joe Kolling, the ballet lover, will 
make public appearance in 
| tuxedo.) 


firm as of Dec. 31. 
Under the arrangement between 
them Fox did the research work 
on any numbers that L&W had 
slated for recording. 

The L&W library is composed ex- 
clusively of compositions that are in 
the public domain, 


lronized Yeast Takes 


Lifebuoy’s CBS Spot 


Tronized Yeast takes over the half 
hour on CBS Tuesday nights vacated 
by Lifebuoy and the Walter O’Keefe 
revue. Yeast will sponsor a probate 
ring-round-rosie called ‘Court of 
Missing Heirs.’ Ruthrauff & Ryan 
is the agency. 

Hookup is 61 stations. 


(19) at a banquet in the| 
Presenta- | 


‘Court’ was tested regional 
hookup emanting from WBBM, Chi- 
cago. Ironized Yeast will continue 
also its ‘Good Will Hour’ on Mutual 
Sunday nights. 

Same agency has picked up its op- 
| tion on the Milton Berle ‘Stop-Me- 
| If-You’ve Heard’ show (NBC, Satur- 
day nights) for Quaker Puffed Oats, 
effective Jan. 6. 


Claire Trevor Deal Up 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Parliament ciggies has deal pend- 
ing with Claire Trevor to head new 
radio dramatic show. 
She'll go to Chicago after finish- 
ing her Republic picture to talk 
terms. 


CBS’ Hollywood Package Plan 


George Rosenberg leaves the staff 
Edington- Vincent, Hollywood 
/agents, Dec. 31 to specialize in pic- 
ture name representation for Co- 
lumbia Management of California, 
Inc., a CBS subsid. Rosenberg’s entry 
| is part of a general plan worked out 
by Bill Lewis, CBS program head, 
to go in heavily for the building of 
package shows in Hollywood. 

While these programs will be cen- 
tered around screen personalities, the 
bookings are to be carried out in 
close co-operation with the celebs’ 
regular agents. Indications have 
been given that the network will 
waive the splitting of commissions 
with such agents and instead look 
for its profit on the sale of the en- 
tire package to an advertiser. 

Murray Brophy is the executive 
v.p. of the California subsid, while 
Rudy Polk, another v.p., heads up 


reeu. 


Will Waive Commission to Regular Agents—Take 
Profit on Entire Deal 


+ 


| O’Keefe Handles Dennis; 


Joan Edwards Staying On 


F. C. (Corky) O'Keefe has taken 
over the personal management of 
Clark Dennis, who was. formerly on 
the Chesterfield show with Paul 
Whiteman. 

Arrangements with O'Keefe will 
not affect Dennis’ contract with the 
NEC Artists Service. 

Joan Edwards is remaining with 
Whiteman. Her 65 weeks on Ches- 
terfield is something of a record for 
a femme singer. Previous high was 
Kay Thompson's 52-week stretch. 


WIRE Sets New Rep 
Chicago, Dec. 12. 


George Hollingbery company ap- 
pointed exciusive sales for 


Effective as of Jan. 1. 


|. Friend at Court Saved Account 


an important network account. 


trip. 


Sidelight on the peculiarity of advertiser-agency relations was reflecied 
in recent incident which preceded a sudden change in the radio setup ef 
The advertising agency had no inkling 
that anything was amiss until at a suggestion from the sponsor end it got 
together with a couple of the account's v.p.s for lunch, 

During the table chatter one of the account’s v.p.’s remarked that the 
combine’s board of directors had been doing some heavy thinking about 
radio and he outlined some of the courses that these thoughts had taken, 
The account v.p. then suddenly switched the conversation to another gub- 
ject, but not before the agency officials present got the full sense of the 


Several days later the agency recommended to the account's board of 
directors certain drastic changes in its radio economic structure. The board 
readily accepted the recommendation. The timely action sufficed to keep the 
whole account, which runs into millions annually, from being placed in 
serious jeopardy as far as that agency was concerned. 


COURBOIN TOO COSTLY 


National Brewing Takes Local Negro 
Choir Instead 
Baltimore, Dec. 12. 
A group of 74 Negro singers organ- 
ized by Lelewellyn Wilson here will 
be sponsored over WBAL by the Na- 
tional Brewing Co. Latter brews a 
fairly expensive brand of beer and 
has been gradually extending its dis- 


markets, 
Sponsor has been mulling radio for 
some time. Recently considered go- 


M. Courbin, the concert organist, but 
decided this was too expensive a set- 
up at this time. Account has never 
been an advertiser. 

Following the WBAL test there is 


added, but probably not over s:x in 
all, 


Kyser to Oe 
Miller Tape From MBS 
Taken Off NBC Line 


Mutual will feed a recorded pro- 
gram, Kay Kyser’s Kollege of Mu- 
sical Knowledge (Lucky Strike), to 
its affiliate the Colonial network 
Thursday nights starting the first or 
second week in January. It may do 
the same thing in behalf of some 
Pennsylvania stations. The recording 
job is by the Miller tape method and 
the source is the live version which 
clears over the NBC-red Wednes- 
day nights. 

The Colonial Network will get the 
program at the same time that it’s 
being aired over WOR, Newark, 
which has been carrying the Miller 
tape takeoff for the past 16 weeks. 


TRANSAMERK’S STAFF 
HUDDLES WLW EXECS 


Cincinnati, Dec. 12. 
cago and New York staffs were here 
over the weekend for a biz huddle 
with execs of WLW, for which they 
are sales reps. Two-day session was 
toppea off with an excursion Sun- 
day (160) to Kentucky 
Shouse, general manager, 
Dunville, sales manager, of Crosley’s 
50,000 watter as guides. 


with Jim 


cago last week. Joe Ries, educa- 
tional director, and Wilfred Guen- 
ther, coordinator of television and 
shortwave activities, attended the 
School Broadcasting conference. 
Jack Bell, booker of rural entertain- 
ment features, was at the Fair Man- 
agers’ powwow. 
rector of the 
department, handled daily 
casts from the International Live- 
stock Exposition. He was assisted 
by Ed Mason, farm announcer, and 
Morton Emmert and Charles Chris- 
ham, contact men, with Bob Booth, 
engineer, caring for the technical as- 
pects. 


station’s agricultural 


broad- 


Satevepost Using Spots 


Saturday Evening Post is putting 
on a spot announcement test in eight 
markets. It will be nine announce- 
ments a week for 13 weeks. Mag 
heretofore used the spot announce- 
ment device in particular sections 
mentioned in a current issue's arti- 
cle. The new campaign will be na- 
tional in character and plug the issue 
generally, B.B.D. & O. is the agency. 

DuPont had been figuring on sup- 
plementing its ‘Cavalcade of Amer- 
ica Show,’ which opens the NBC- 
blue Jan. 2, with 
nouncements but this 
out. 


idea is now 


chainbreak an- | 


tribution into scattered metropolitan | 


ing to New York City for Dr. Charles | 


NBC DENIES 
ASKING TUMS 
CHANGE 


NBC denied Monday (11) a strong 
report that it had asked the Lewis- 
Howe Co. (Tums), through its 
agency, Stack-Goble, to substitute 
another program for ‘The Pot QO’ 
Gold.’ Report also had it that the 


agency had turned down such a re- 


a possibility other markets may be' 
| Pot’ 
|; would go off immediately, as 


clause 


| 


| 


quest on the ground that it was un- 
fair and baseless. The network 
pointed out that if it wanted ‘The 
removed from its schedule it 
this 
protective angle is amply covered by 
in the Lewis-Howe con- 
tract. 

The program has been skyrocket- 
ing in listener policy. Its latest 
C.A.B, rating is over 20, a record of 
its kind for a weekday program 
that has been on the air only 10 
weeks. 


Trying to Get Sponsor 


Might Be Part of Course 
In Radio How, What 


Ft. Worth, Dec. 12. 
Nine Fort Worth high schools Ine 


stitute a course of study in radio 
technique at the beginning of the 
spring semester in February. First 


of its kind to go into the local cure 
riculum. Covers script writing, 
newscasting, sports announcing, radio 
drama, radio censorship, advertising, 


| management and even a smattering 


| of technical operation. 


Mary Sweet 


'of the schools, G. L. Ansmus and 


| 


| 


Members of Transamerican’s Chi- | 


| 


: | er 
ane mob | go out and get a sponsor for theme 


| 


John Merrifield, di- | 


army, returns to Woodbury’s 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Elbert Holing hatching. 

Station KGKO launches a series of 
weekly Saturday morning broadcasts 
Jan. 13 which later will serve as 
laboratory for the student broadcast- 
ers. Each high school gets a Sature- 
day in turn to put on a 30-minute 
program prepared, produced and pre- 
sented by the students themselves. 

Open forums, debates, quiz and 
musical programs already are in 
prospect. Whether these student pro- 
am managers will be allowed to 


selves hasn't been determined yet 
Getting one (a sponsor) might be 


Eight of WLW’s men were in Chi- | good practice, too. 


CHARLES BOYER 
BACK ON NBC JAN. 3 


Charles Boyer, who was recentiy 
released from service in the French 
NBC 
Wednesday program Jan. 3. His cone 
tract will keep him in the spot until 
July. Boyer was scheduled to resume 
last November, but at the ou:break 
of war he enlisted. 

Lennen & Mitchell, agency on the 
account, has worked out a _ settle- 
ment deal with Jim Ameche end 


| Gale Page, who have filled the pe- 


riod since Boyer’s retirement from it 
last summer, and the indications aré 
that the agency will soon have an- 
other program for them. If not, they 
will have the Woodbury assignment 
next summer, 


Ben Bernie Renewed 


Ben Bernie has been renewed ty 
Half-and-Half (American Tobacco 
Co.) for another 13 weeks effeci.¢ 
Jan. 7. It’s the second 13 and his 
second season. 

Hé’s on CBS Sunday afternccns 
with Lew Lehr, Buddy Clark, May 
Small and the Bailey Sisiers. 
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Don Ross Will Open Doors for His 


Own Saleswomen to Sell Cosmetics 


Don Ross has acquired the U. S. 
distribution rights for Jeanne Fou- 
chet, Parisian cosmetics line, and 
will bankroll himself over a series 
of smaller eastern stations to plug 
gales. Similar wrinkles have been 
worked before, notably by Billy Van | 
with a make of toilet soap, but it’s 
not common practice. 

Starting about Jan. 15 in Hartford, 
Ross will do five 15-minute stanzas 
a week for a couple of weeks, then 
move on to another town, leaving 
a handful of femmes on hand to 
follow up sales pulled in by the pro- 
gram. Baritone will stress romantic 
songs and use a sugary spiel aimed 
directly at each housefrau listener | 
along the line of you-were-so-won- | 
derful-last-night-darling. Only other | 
talent on the show -will be a local | 
organist and cut-in announcer to dish 
out the ‘free scientific treatment in 
your own home’ offer. Saleswomen | 
following up the leads will work on 
a straight commission basis. 

After foundationing the product 
in various towns, Ross figures ulti- 
mately to ether his program over an 
eastern network, passing on the sales 
leads to his representatives who will 
have remained in each boeatity. 


Maxwell Curtaihnent 
Uncertain; Half Hour 
Audition Poses Task 


Maxwell House Coffee division of , 
General Foods has not come to a de- 
cision on whether or when it will re- | 
duce its Good News show on NBC | 
Whursday nights to a half hour, it} 
was stated by Benton & Bowles, 
agency on the account yesterday 
(Tuesday). Agency denied the re- | 
port that the account may be stayed 
from going 30 minutes because of its | 
long-term commitments to the pro-| 
gram’s talent. This report was fur- | 
ther refuted by the agency’s action 
in asking the show’s performers and | 
writers for an additional week’s lee-— 
way in picking up options. l 

It is understood that Maxwell execs | 
were none too impressed with @n au- 
dition 
30 minutes. 


WSM TRANSCRIPTIONS 


USED BY ARMOUR 


Nashville, Dec. 12. 


The first commercial transcriptions 
out of Nashville will be released over 
@ group of southern stations this 
month. The program, ‘Uncle Jim’s 
Cross-Roads Store,’ is produced for 
Armour Fertilizer works. Talent is 
WSM'’s Smilin’ Jack and his Missouri 
Mountaineers, with four instruments 
and three vocalists, and Lark Taylor 
(Uncle Jim), Lionel Ricau (Old 
Black Joe), Louie Buck 
Salesman). Jack Harris produces. 
C. P. Clark, Inc., is the agency. 

Setting is cross-roads store where 
Uncle Jim dispenses homespun phil- 
Osophy and assorted products. 

_WSM has made many transcrip- 
tions of shows, some network, to be 
presented over station at later time. 
This, however, is first commercial 


Series transcribed locally for other 
Stations. 


Birthday Plans Outlined; 


Kate Smith in Huddle 


CBS will 


carry a quarter hour 
discussion 


Saturday (16) at 10:45 
the plans set up for this 
year’s celebration of the President's 
birthday on behalf of the Infantile 
Paralysis Foundation, Event. itself 
takes place Jan, 30. 

Keith Morgan, Kate Smith, Bill 
Corum and Bob Trout will be heard 
%¥n program arranged by Fredericka 


Millet, radio director of the cele- 
ation. 


Nuns Give Pledge 


Washington, Dee, 12. 

WJSV, which is carrying a se- 
ries from local orphanages, hos- 
pitals, old folks’ home as plugs 
for community chest drive, had 
one scheduled from Catholic or- 
phanage where little tots, age 
three and four, were to sing 
simple songs, 

Queried by station on selec- 
tions, orphanage sisters were 
unable to understand meaning 
of ‘musie clearance.’ Good la- 
dies haughtily informed WJSV 
that station could ‘be sure the 
children would sing no obscene 
songs.’ 


}—and 


bodies of 
| with 


| the script was 


| descriptive 
{from the east. 


| Light,’ 


of the show as compressed to | 


(Armour | 


KIRO 


BLAST VERY 
GRUESOME 


Seattle. Dec. 12. 


Setting out to make war horrible | 
-KIRO program | 
Tommy Thomas may have |the known facts, the other the thread | 
radio and}of the unknown fears. : 
| propaganda high in sheer gruesome | cult to keep them separated. Among | | Finest,’ half hour serial, 


succeeding- 
director 
also set something of a 
description of what happens to the 
soldiers when 
bullets, explosives, gas and 
general military exposure, Morbid 
broadcast drew so many comments 
mimeographed for 
mailing to those who wanted copies. 

Understood here Thomas employed 
material supplied him 
Believed that many 


colliding 


Stations have received similar anti- | 
war material. 


Patrick s hit ‘Gas | 
aired with Barbara Burnham 
producing. 


THAT 


Fate Sealed by Claim 
Existing Rules ‘Misunder- 
stood’—Believe It’s Part of 
Union Pressure on New 
Live Contracts for Industry 


BOARD MEETS JAN. 14 


There was much trade speculation 
last week among musical conductors 
in New York City concerning the 
extinction in the near fu- 
ture of the waxed library services 


operated by NBC, World, Associated | 
and, in Los Angeles, Standard. These | 


have been a source of fairly steady 
recording sessions to sundry musi- 
cians for the past six years. While 
there was no final evidence that the 
American Federation of Musicians or 
Local 802, New York, were irre- 
vocably decided to impose condi- 
tions tantamount to a death sentence, 


| trade talk mentioned that what now | 
_ seems to be union policy would, if | 


Same Actors Double From ‘Family’ 
To ‘Mystery’ and Trade Dopesters 
See Destruction of Character Values 


Transcription Companies See. 


Another Blow 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 


U. S. transcription producers 
are faced with the loss of the 
Australian market because of 
the war. New monetary con- 
| trol legislation against purchases 
of ‘non-essentials’ is blow at 
| dises. Aussie stations would be 
permitted to buy matrices but 
not American pressings. 

Hollywood platter makers fear 
Canada, their best market, may 
also clamp on restrictions. 


PUTS DRIVERS 


| confirmed by the AFM Board, doom | 


| the library end of the transcription 


business. 


There were two threads apparent | 


last week. One was the thread of 


It was diffi- 


'the known facts were these: 

802 was refusing to ratify con- 
tractor’s papers. Reggie Childs was 
halied at an NBC session and pro- 


ceeded under the threat that NBC | forms on their delivery rounds. Only | 


might later have to pay off on the 
basis of a full 15-minute transcrip- 
tion fee for every single musical | 
selection recorded. 


The union’s point of contention 


| was the empty spaces of wax that | 
| separate each musical selection on | clink, The drivers were later per-| 


| mitted to continue wearing the garb | 
Finally there were two or more) with the proviso that they change} 8 o’clock Thursday nights. 


the library platters 


(Continued on page 30) 


Toledo, Dec. 12. 


Drivers for the Gordon Baking 
| Co., which carries ‘One of the| 
over an 


| NBC hookup, got themselves jammed | 
‘up with the Toledo police last week | 


when they undertook to exploit the | 
ishow by wearing policemen’s uni- | 


RADIO STUNT 


1 Much comment is being heard 
;around the trade about Standard 
Brands’ practice of using the cast of 
/‘One Man’s Family’ also for its ‘I 
| Love a Mystery’ series. The dou- 
|bling, it is felt, puts the food combine 
in the position of possibly jeopardiz- 
;ing the highly valuable piece of 
| property it has in ‘One Man’s Fam- 
| ily.’ 

In the course of the years the play- 
| ers in ‘Family’ have for millions of 
listeners developed to the status of 
almost real characters, to hear 
these same voices romping around in 
an adventure story is something 
to tend to break the illusion for 
the ‘Family’s’ fans. Whereas in the 
latter show they’re characiers, the 
same set of players become merely 
actors when allied with ‘I Love a 
Mystery.’ The situation beco es par- 
ticularly pointed on a Wednesday 
evening when over the same net- 


| work (NBC-red) the same players 
{are first heard in ‘Mystery’ at 


7:15-7:30 o’clock and ther again in 
| ‘One Man’s Family’ at 8-8:30 o'clock. 

Carlton E. Morse writes both pro- 
grams, ‘Family’ plugs C & S Ten- 
derleaf Tea and ‘Mystery,’ Fleisch- 
mann’s Yeast. J. Walter Thompson 
is the agency. 


‘One Maw Family To 


8:30 Spot Sundays 
For Standard Brands 


item missing in their getup was the | 


| badge. 

| Toledo Police Department pulled | 
/in the drivers on a charge of im- 
| personating officers, but they were | 
|released after several hours in the 


their brass buttons to black ones. 


For 34 years 


artist, manager, 


before. 


NEW YORK 
154 West 46th St. 


Variety 


or agent — have 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 


has served show 


leading medium of its news and advertising. 


Outstanding figures in whatever field of endeavor — as 


prominence first through talent and abilitv; second, by 
exploiting themselves to their professional associates. 


Competition demands greater showmanship today than ever 


Advertising forms closing svon for 


VARIETY’S 


34th Anniversary Issue 


USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL 


Advertising copy may be sent to any Variety office 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph 


gained and their 


business as the 


LONDON 
St. 8 St. Martin’s PI. 


Standard Brands will continue to 
occupy the Sunday 8 to 9 p.m, spot 
even though the Chase & Sanborn 
show goes a half hour Jan. 7. The 
second half of this hour will go to 
‘One Man’s Family,’ currently on at 


When 
‘Family’ moves ‘Those We _ Love’ 
' (also Standard Brands) will move 


—— | forward a half hour from its pres- 


| ent Thursday 8:30-9 p.m. period. 

The vacancy made by ‘Love’ will 
then be filled by a serial owned by 
another victual processor, General 
Foods. Latter show is ‘The Aldrich 
Family,’ now On the blue link Tues- 
day nights (8-8:30). The main op- 
position according to the present 
schedule is Lever Bros.’ ‘Big Town,’ 
while under the Thursday night set- 
up it will have as competitors Joe 
Penner (Ward Bread) and Colgate’s 
‘Strange As It oes Seem.’ 


JOHN BACON 10 WGR 
SUCCEEDING AVERY 


Buffalo, Dec. 12. 
Bacon has been named 
of WGR-WKBW, Buf 
falo, effective Jan. 1. He comes from 
the Buffalo Times where he has been 
an advertising executive for the past 
seven years. 


John A 


sales director 


Lew Avery, the stations’ present 
sales head, is joining Free & Peters 


in Chicago. 


Washington Will Return 
Question Bee Next Month 


Uncle Jim’s Question Bee which 
goes off NBC this Saturday (16) wiil 
return some time in January under 
same sponsor, G. Washington coffee. 

Cecil & Presby is the agency. 


HERB CAEN SPONSORED 
San Francisco, Dec. 12. 
Herb Caen, gossip columnist of the 
Chronicle, sponsored over KPO for 
a series of weekly quarter-hours by 
Regal Amber Beer. Caen assisted 
by NBC announcer Larry Keating. 
Deal set by Larry Allen of Con- 
solidated Radio Artists through E. 
M. Harlan Agency. 
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MOINES: IT’S 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


OLK MUSIC 


Des Moines, Dec. 12. 

Des Moines is the nation’s No. 2 radio town just as em- 
phatically as Cincinnati is the No. 1 kingpin. From every 
angle—revenue, management, location, talent, alertness—this 
dot on the agricultural terrain of Iowa is comparable toa 
physical featherweight packing the wallop of a Joe Louis. 
Of itself barely able to boast of 150,000 population Des 
Moines annually knocks down over $1,100,000 in net radio 
revenue, and does such a gigantic volume of national spot 
business that only New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Cin- 
cinnati, Detroit and St. Louis hold an edge. 

Partially this amazing amount of revenue is due to Des 
Moines’ choice location; but full credit must be given the 
three stations—WHO, KRNT, KSO—for a bang-up job of 
sifting the pay dirt. Nobody has missed a bet here. And 
while the various operators have widely divergent policies, 
they have shrewdly framed them with diversification and a 
high rate of dollar return in mind, Resultantly, the Des 
Moines trio is virtually impregnable. Should the FCC ever 
stick more stations into the city, the senior group now in 
operation wouldn’t have to bat an eyelash. But the new- 
comers would be sledding on gravel. 

From the angle of location, the Des Moines outlets are 
fortunate in that their home town is running nip and tuck 
with Washington, D. C., as the nation’s richest city. Per 
capita spendable income here is miles above the average. 
Likewise the rural population is in a comparative soft spot. 
In scores of agricultural commodities, Iowa is the foremost 
producer and revenue-maker in the U. S. 

It is a fact, of course, that WHO’s 50,000 watts are a great 
advertisement for the town as a national spot center, and 
undoubtedly have lured many an account. But wattage not- 
withstanding, WHO has done a yeomen job in identifying 
itself with the farmers. Most of the staff has had plenty of 
dealing with the rustics, directly or indirectly, and, pamper- 
ing and coddling the farmer, WHO has gone so far as to 
make it a rule that hillbilly music hereinafter shall be re- 
ferred to as ‘American folk music.’ Offhand this gilding the 
lily has all the earmarks of a gag, but the fact is that the 
station takes the farmers that seriously. And why not? 
Over $600,000 in national spot business (the 1937 Des Moines 
quota) in part depend on it. 

KRNT-KSO, both owned by the Register & Tribune 
(Cowles), meantime have as potent an ally in their parent 
paper as WHO has in its wattage. The Register & Tribune 
is by now virtually a state institution, having long since out- 
grown a mere city circulation. It blankets Iowa like a tent, 
and KRNT-KSO take full advantage of this cut-to-order 
publicity opportunity. The paper’s radio columnist is on the 
payroll of the stations, which means plenty of plugging. 
But so well has this chatter been handled that surveys show 
the radio column outranks the sports department as an 
attention-getter. KRNT-KSO furthermore lay down a bar- 
rage of plugging and promotion, some of it stunty, some 
statistical. 

On several other scores, the city has outstanding radio ad- 
vantages: all major and one regional network have outlets 
here; there is a good differentiation in wattage, with WHO 
in the clear channel realm, and KRNT-KSO on regional 
bands; and the rates show plenty of separation, being 
pegged at $425, $200, and $160. That gives everybody a chance 
to peddle different wares. 


THERE IS A SANTA CLAUS FOR 
THE STAFF OF WHO, DES MOINES 


WHO is the oldest outlet here, affiliated with the basic 
Red. WHO harps much on staff loyalty. Primarily owned 
by Col. B. J. Palmer—president of the Palmer Schoo] of 
Chiropractic, the Palmer Clinic, and WOC, Davenport—the 
station has from time to time given its employees bonuses 
so that they might buy WHO stock, and additionally awards 
5% to 10% bonuses as Xmas presents, It’s a station that has 
inspired—and gotten—staff loyalty. 

Operating on a single rate, the station is currently carry- 
ing less than 1% local business. And it’s a big mail puller, 
hitting as high as 118,000 letters per month. Merchandising- 
promotion are worked two ways. First of all, the station 
does most of the standard things—accompanies salesmen, 
sends out bulletins, distributes a limited amount of counter- 
cards, makes small surveys, distributes 300,000 program 
schedules monthly through food stores, and runs two pages 
in the weekly Des Moines Dispatch. But just as important 
is the farm promotion. In the past three years, between 70 
and 80 towns have been saluted. The station also stages a 
‘Radio Corn Show’ with $200 in prizes; a ‘Tall Corn Sweep- 
stakes’ with $250 in awards; and the ‘Cornbelt Plowing Match’ 
with $500 in premiums. The latter contest draws about 15,000 
spectators. In the near future WHO expects to supplement 
this stuff by razing a half a block and building elaborate 
new studios. 

J. O. (Joe) Maland is vice-president, manager and a stock- 
holder. Once with the Dakota Farmer (farm paper) he be- 
came farm program director of WLAG (now WCCO) in 1923 
inasmuch as the paper owned a piece of it; in 1928 he became 
commercial manager of WLS; then sales manager of the CBS 
Farm Network in 1930; and WHO manager in 1931. Hale 
Bondurant is sales manager; Hugh Feeley, recently with 
Free & Peters, is regional sales manager; Harold Fair, once 
CBS production manager in Chicago, an agency man with 
Bozell & Jacobs, and onetime arranger for Jean Goldkette, 
handles programming; Herb Plambake, ex-county agent and 
newspaperman, handles farm programs; Harold Fulton is 


Don Hovey is musical director; and publicity is taken care 
of by Woody Woods, once KSO program director and before 
that in the show business. ; 

About 26% of WHO’s total schedule is comprised of local 


merchandising director; Lyle Flanagan heads up continuity; © 


live talent shows. To keep these moving, the station spends 
around $100,000 annualiy, musicians alone getting $36,000. 
Since the majority of the programs are farm programs, the 
station has set up a code covering them: (1) hillbillies are 
‘cowboys’ and their music is ‘American folk music’; (2) all 
farm musical-variety shows, regardless of where or when 
they go on, are mythically located in ‘Sunset Corners’; (3) 
on the contention that farmers like to hear their own kind, 
lots of farmers are invited to gab on the station, but this 
gabbing must be spotted in a production and should not 
exceed five minutes at a whack; (4) to keep the station in 
touch with listeners, a program-criticizing committee has 
been appointed with which the staff meets frequently. 

WHO broadcasts seven news periods per day, spieled by 
H. R. Gross (chief of the news department), Jack Shelley, 
Bob Burlingame, and Herb Plambake. Bill Brown does the 
football play-by-play and baseball resumes. Market news is 
aired twice daily. Since most of the other programs are 
sponsored currently, mention of many of them will be 
omitted. Of the remainder, the following are noteworthy: 
‘May I Suggest,’ a participating stanza on Saturday morn- 
ings, spieled by Helen Watts Schreiber, and backed by an 
eight-piece orchestra plus the ‘Songfellows’; the ‘Saturday 
Night Party’ at 6 p.m., comprised of an orchestral group, 
Jerry Smith (Yodeling Cowboy), the Songfellows, and the 
Melody Maids; and the ‘Saturday Night Barn Dance’—a huge 
visual-ether show staged in the Shrine Auditorium (capacity 
4,500) at two-bits admission. Almost 100 people take part in 
this frolic, produced by Stan Widney, and blocks of time are 
sold to various sponsors. Right now there’s a waiting list for 
sponsors until next May. By way of public-interest pro- 
grams (aside from lots of special events), the station has a 
series of church broadcasts, and produces an elaborate ‘Corn- 
belt Farm Hour’ on Saturdays under Herb Plambake’s direc- 
tion. WHO once ran an artists bureau, but recently dropped 
it on the grounds that county fair bookings were putting the 
station in the circus business. 

KRNT (affiliated with CBS) and KSO (NBC Blue and 
Mutual) divide—on a more or less flexible basis—the urban 
and rural angles between themselves, KRNT taking the 
farmers and KSO the city-dwellers. They also belong to 
regional network composed of the Register & Tribune’s four 
stations—that is, KRNT-KSO, WMT, Cedar Rapids, and 
WNAX, Yankton. Less ‘conservative’ than WHO, the Cowles 
crowd does a zippy, well-balanced job and business is hefty. 
Right now local dollar volume on the two stations is about 
three times as big as national spot, but the latter is rising 
rapidly. Both stations operate on a single-rate. 


KRNT-KSO PROGRAMS SOLD WITH 
PLENTY REGISTER & TRIBUNE ART 


General manager of the duo is Luther Hill, here since 1935 
when he came over from the investment banking business. 
Craig Lawrence, once with the Merchants’ Trade journal, is 
commercial manager. Ted Ens has been national sales man- 
ager since last February (previously he was with Cramer- 
Krasselt for six years). Program director is Ed Linehan, 
who has been with the station over five years. Wayne Welch 
has a similar stretch behind him as merchandising and pro- 
motion director. Dick Teela is musical director. And Mary 
Little handles publicity, bridging over in this capacity to 
duties on the newspapers as radio columnist. Her black and 
white stint is notable in that the papers really put some pro- 
duction behind it, and allow the use of lots of photos. 

Particularly strong on merchandising-promotion, KRNT- 
KSO maintain a department of five persons to handle these 
chores. One of these men spends his entire time calling on 
the retail trade and making contacts. Other features include: 
billboard posters; trailers in 12 theatres; cards on street cars; 
lobby window displays; bulletin mailings to 300 drug stores; 
mailings to grocers; mailings of cards (with gaggy, attention- 
getting copy) to retailers; much newspaper space; checks on 
retail distribution; and a house organ ‘Dial Tones’ mailed 
monthly to 800 local firms. Some saluting of neighboring 
towns has been carried on from time to time, but stuff of 
this kind is usually entrusted to the magnetic powers of the 
parent papers. Also by way of a tie-in, the stations maintain 
a line with KMA, Shenandoah. The latter trades out the 
cost of the wire for a listing of its programs in the Register- 
Tribune. 

KRNT, which keeps its eye peeled for the farmers, opens 
the day with a hillbilly variety show ‘Tall Corn Time.’ Run- 
ning from 5:30-6:30 a.m., the stanza is sold on a participation 
basis. Talent is comprised of Uncle Twid, Betty Jean & 
Freddie (sweetheart act), Red Scobee and Chuck Davis (in- 
strumentalists). Between 7 and 9 a.m. comes a series of 
recorded shows sold to sponsors in blocks of 15 minutes 
across the board. At 9:45 a.m. Marian Shissel has a ‘Mrs. 
Santa Claus’ stanza for Sears, Roebuck (Xmas _ stories). 
Tommy Thompson gives out hillbilly songs and guitar-twang- 
ing at 12:15 p.m. Between 5:45-6 p.m. there’s another par- 
ticipation stanza—a variety show labeled ‘Fifteen Minutes to 
Go,’ featuring a five-piece band, Eileen Grinnel and Dick 
Hyde, singers, and Bill Baldwin’s sports slants. By way of 
contests, there’s a ‘Memories of You’ stanza at 10:30 p.m. 
batoned by Dick Teela and containing a musical contest 
hitch. KRNT ties in with high schools, the public library, 
etc., for stanzas and has a due share of special events. Gene 
Shumate is sportscaster, while Glen Law and Wayne Ackley 
spiel the news. 

KSO, the city station, has a lively, varied schedule, and is 


strong on special events (handled by Dale Morgan). It has 
nine daily newscasts, as against KRNT’s seven. Although 


aimed more directly at the metropolitan audience, the station 
currently does carry one hillbilly show, but principally be- 
cause KRNT hasn’t room to give it a proper time slot. 


Labeled ‘Hawkeye Dinner Time,’ this stanza (participating) 
has Uncle Twid, emcee, the Northwesterners, a five-piece 
string band, Betty Jean and Freddie & Tommy Thompson, 
It’s four years old, 

Other stanzas include: recorded shows (similar to the 
KRNT series) from 6:30-9 a.m.; a five-minute ‘Club Calendar’ 
at 9:30 a.m. wherein the doings of local clubs are unspooled; 
Gwen McCleary’s daily column on Iowa’s geography, people, 
oddities, gossip, ete., at 9:45 a.m. (sponsored by Ford dealers); 
a ‘Doin’ the Town’ entertainment guide at 11:45 a.m., sold par- 
ticipating and partially given to the theatres who show 
KRNT-KSO’s trailers; Dale Morgan's inquiring mike at 1:15 
p.m, (sold to Inland Milling); ‘Sum Fun’ at 1:45 p.m., a musi- 
cal number contest written and emceed by Gene Loffler, 
which is the biggest mail puller on either station (sustaining); 
Priscilla Wayne's affairs-of-the-heart column for Flynn Dairy 
at 2:15 p.m. (she also has a woman’s news broadcast at 5:15); 
Cheerful Charlie Flagler’s song and patter at 4:30; Gene Loff- 
ler and Marian Shissel dramatizing the funnies at 5 p.m. 
(sustaining); Shumate’s sports slants at 10:15 p.m.; and a 
recorded request show from midnight at 1 a.m. 

KSO, like KRNT, carries a considerable amount of sports 
play-by-play, spieled by Gene Shumate and Paul Miner, 


THE CUSTOMERS 


National and regional accounts carried by WHO, KRNT 
and KSO include: 


American Specialty Co. Charles Blum 
American Cranberry Co... BBDa&Ce 

Peter Penney SONG ks ce Cramer-Krasselt 
Preltlers & Presha 


General Mills (Wheat ‘ Knox Reeves 


Javnes Photo Service 


Thomas Leeming (Paurne Ee 

Lever Bros.........- 
Thomas J. Linton.. 


North American Ac Franklin 
Oelwein Chemical Coolidge Adv, 
Ovster Shell Products Brown & Themas® 
Paxton & Gallagher Ruchanan ‘Them: s 
Penn Tobacec Ruthrauff & Rvan 
a, Penney Pedlar & Rvin 

H. E. Sorenson.... Direct® 


Smith Pros 
Swift & Co 


H. H. Turner Hvbrid Corn Son De Reeger & Rrown® 
Wander Co.. Blackett-Sample-!tummert® 
Woodmen Accident Co...... Presba, Fellers & Presta 


* Accounts marked with an asterisk use time sezements of less than 
five minutes, 


For Air-Ballyed Dance 


Boston, Dec. 12. 
Boston & Maine railroad was 


Bostonians Go to Concord ily tom 
owell, 


On the return from Concord the 
barn dance excursion was spilling 
over with six special cars. 


FULLER BRUSH MAN 


(The Original) Has Pet Radio Pro- ton. 
gram on WTIC 


swamped with unexpected excursion 
traffic as the result of its radio tie-up 
with WOR’s 920 club. A barn dance 


cars to carry extra traffic, had to add 
a third almost immediately and hast- | mail depa: iment. 


McGivern to Bloomington 
Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Frank McGivern has left WGN term Sunday 
at Concord, New Hampshire, had;here to join WJBC, Bloomington 


been publicized over the air as a| (Ill.) as announcer and chief of the 
trial balloon. Railroad set aside two | commercial copy department. 
McGivern had been in the WGN 


Bridgeport, Dec. 12. 
Herbert Hadel’s ‘Let’s Go-to Work,’ 
jobhunters’ interview session, started 
(3) at WTIC, 
| Hartford, under’ sponsorship of 
Fuller Brush Co., which advertised 


later expanded to WTIC and Yankee Hollywood Four Fly To 


network, show emanating from Bos- 
This fall Hadel moved series 
to WMCA, 
Prexy A. C. Fuller of brush com- 
pany as air guest a few weeks ago. 
Fuller’s enthusiasm for show's rec- Martha Mears, John Conte, Helen 
ord in putting people back to private 
work led to WTIC coniract. 

Hadel is Herbert A. De Lima, 
formerly with Crosby Gaige office. 


Seattle; KIRO Arranged 
Seattle, Dec. 12. 
from Hollywoed, 


New York, and had 


Four players 


Troy and Wayne Griffin, come here 
by aeroplane this weekend to par- 
ticipate in a Seattle Christmas char- 
ity fete arranged by KIRO and the 


| it was presenting program ‘in pub- 


lic interest.’ Lionel 


Gamlin, 


Seattle Times. 


radi iend 
adio It further cements the new friend- 


variety 


Program preemed a year and a/| emcee, shifted by BBC to do over-|jiness between the previous radio- 


half ago at WICC, Bridgeport, and | seas announcing for duration of war. | scorning Times and the stations heie. 
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Wednesday, December 13, 1939 


NEW 


$2,400,000 In Billings 


(The following is the schedule of accounts about to be announced by the 


new Transcontinental web.) 
BEGINNING JAN, 2, 1940 


Daily 
Except MORNING 
Sat. & Sun, 
10:00 Phillips’ ‘Stella Dallas’ 
10:15 Lyon's ‘Backstage Wife’ 
10:30 Bayer ‘Widder Brown’ 
10:45 Mulsified & Syrup of Figs ‘Front Page Murphy’ 
11:00 Bab-O ‘David Harum’ 
11:15 Sponsor Not Set ‘Helen Trent’ 
11:30 Haley’s ‘Orphans of Divorce’ 
11:45-12 Noon Dr. Clapps Script Show Not Set 
AFTERNOON 
2:00 Anacin ‘Our Gal Sunday’ 
2:15 Aerowax ‘Crystal Collins’ 
2:30 Shinola Script show not set 
2:45 Phillips Cream & Cal-aspirin ‘Lorenzo Jones’ 
3:00 Caldwells ‘Doc Barclay’ 
, (or another show) 
8:15 Sponsor not set ‘John’s Other Wife’ 
3:30 Bab-O ‘Amanda of Honeymoon 


Hill’ 
‘Just Plain Bill’ 
‘Ben, the Boy Detective’ 
‘Bruce Scott to the Rescue’ 


Kolynos 

Sponsor not set 

Double Bubble Gum 
EVENING 


7:45-8 (M-F) Dr. Lyons Toothpowder Commentator 
8-8:15 (M-F) Bayer’s Aspirin Serial not set 
8:15-8:30 (Tu) Phillips Milk of Magnesia ‘Waltz Time’ 
8:30-8:45 (M-F) Emerson Radio Elliott Roosevelt 
9-9:15 (T-W-Th) Anacin ‘Easy Aces’ 
9:15-9:30 (M-Th) Bisodol ‘Mr. Keen’ 


The Affiliated Stations 


KGNO, Dodge City. 
KOH, Reno. 

KFOR, Lincoln. 
KDGE, Fergus Falls. 
KWNO, Winona. 


WIBW, New Orleans, 
KFJB, Marshalltown. 
WGAU, Athens. 
WCRS, Springfield. 
KFWB, Los Angeles, 
WSLI, Jackson. KATE, Albert Lea 

WCOV, Montgomery. WBEO, Marquette, 

WIMS, Ironwood, Minot. 

WJBK, Detroit. KQYV, Pittsburgh. 

KDRO, Sedalia. WGNC, Gasionia-Charlotte 
WDGY, Minneapolis. WMBO, Auburn. 

WRAL, Raleigh. KOVC, Valley City. 
WARY, Albany. WETC, Kinston. 

WCPO, Cincinnatt. KABR, Aberdeen. 

KOCY, Oklahoma City. KUTA, Salt Lake City. 
KRMC, Jamestown, WRIN, Racine, 

KOME, Tulsa KRBC, Abilene. 

WTOL, Toledo. KAND, Corsicana, 

WSLPA, Spartansburg KEUF, Galveston, 

WCOS, Columbia, C. KEFYO, Lubbock, 

WSAU, Wausau KABC, San Antonio, 
WEMP, Milwaukee, KCUMC, Texarkana, 

KFIZ, Fort Worth. WACO, Waco. 

KERO, Long View. KGKO, San Angelo. 
WAYN, Mavycross. K TEM, Temple. 

WMEJ, Daytona Beach KVWC, Vernon, 


KEBK, Sacramento, 
KGHI, Little Rock, 
Chicago, 
KSAL, Salina. 
WDWs, Champaign, 
Ocala. 
KERN, Bakersfield 
WJEJ, Hagerstown, 
WMEX, Boston. 
KFOX, Long Beach, 
KXNOK, St. Louis. 
KCMO, Kansas City. 
WHDE, Calumet. 
WMCA, New York. 
KERU, Columbia, Mo, 
WIW, Akron. 
WGTEM, Wilson, 
KGCU, Mandan. 
WENY, Buffalo. 
WING, Dayton. 
KDLR, Devils Lake. 
KEDA, Amarillo. 
WGH, Norfolk 
KEST, Big Spring. 
KNOW, Austin 


WSUP, Superior 
KXYZ, Houston. 
WROY, St. Augustine, 
KWG, Stockton. 
WIND, Chicago 
KPAC, Port Arthur. 


George A. (Dick) Richards’ offer to sell his Detroit Lions pro football 
team, made last Saturday (9) just prior to the New York Giant-Green Bay 
Packers championship game in Milwaukee, doesn’t portend any changes in 
Richards’ radio setup, sources here declare. Richards announced his offer | 
to sell the Lions with the statement that his doctors advised him against | 


the excitement brought on by owning the Lions. | 
Richards, who has been ill for coupla years, has spent most of the time | 


in California recuperating. He put Gus Henderson, former coach of the | 
Los Angeles Bulldogs, in charge of the Lions this fall but the club finished 
in third place. 

When Richards went to Coast to recup, he relieved himself of practically 
all active work in connection with operations of WJR, Detroit; WGAR, | 
Cleveland, and KMPC, Beverly Hills, Calif., raising Leo Fitzpatrick, g.m. | 
of WJR, to executive vice-president of ether enterprises. 


KSCJ, Sioux City. KVNU, Logan. 
WCBM, Baltimore. KPLT, Paris. 
KYA, San Francisco, KRRV, Sherman, 
WKAT, Miami. Tyler. 
KWRBG, Hutchinson. 


Lux division of the Lever Bros. setup in Boston is reported to be se- 
verely peeved at CBS because of the alleged stringing along it got 
from the network in connection with the placement of the ‘Dr. Susan’ 
Serial, which folds Dec. 29. It is claimed that when the serial was brought 
to CBS last January CBS induced the account to take the 2:15-2:30 spot 
with the understanding that room would in due time be arranged for it 
between 11 and 12 a.m. When time within this latter sequence did become 
available it went to Campbell Soup, which was responsible for bringing 
Amos ’n’ Andy over from NBC. Campbell occupies the 11 to 11:30 stretch, 
with Lanny Ross for the first quarter hour and the ‘Brenda Curtis’ serial 
following. Lux feels that ‘Dr. Susan’s’ chances of high rating would have! 
been considerably enhanced by an a.m. schedule. 


For being the first NBC plant to win the Vartery showmanship award 
for network-owned stations, department heads at WRC-WMAL, Washing- 
ton, had a chance to feast at NBC’s (not Variety's) expense last week. 
Exchange of compliments and pointing with pride at each other occurred 
Saturday (10) at one of D.C.’s leading hostelries with several big bosses 
throwing the posies. 

With local v.p. Frank M. Russell hosting, a score of staffers heard praise _ 
from Niles Trammell, NBC top v.p. Frank Mullen and Edward McGrady 
also present. Decorations included red and blue carnations. 


George Nelson and Winslow Leighton were mentioned in a story from, 
Schenectady last week that they had applied for a 100-watt radio station | 
there, making the second such plea now before FCC. Both young men, 
now partners in a local advertising agency were long with WGY. William 
G. Avery, a Schenectady banker, is backing the proposed Leighton & 
Nelson station. 


RADIO 


VARIETY 27 


SERIAL LOADED 


STATIONS 


Transcontinental Starts Jan. 
2 With Presidential Ad- 
dress — Wall Street Ne- 
gotiations Still on 


EMERSON DENIES 


Under the schedule which Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert has set up for 
the Transcontinental Broadcasting 
System, which is slated to debut 
Jan, 2, the latter will broadcast a 
number of daytime serials before the 
same shows are heard over NBC and 
Columbia. With the exception of 
one, Emerson Radio, all accounts 
listed by the web so far emanate 
from the B-S-H agency. Warren 
Lightfoot, public relations counsel 
for Emerson, declared yesterday that 
his firm is positively not sponsoring 
Elliott Roosevelt on Trancontinental, 
nor has it any such intentions. Roose- 
velt is the TBS prez. 

Mutual last week advised its sta- 
tions in a memo as to the supposed 
block-time selling methods under 
which Transcontinental is operating. 
According to Mutual, the new net- 
work is offering 117 stations on the 
basis of five 15-minute periods a 
week for a lump annual sum of $107,- 
000. Mutual's price for the same set- 
up, adds the memo, would be 
$220,000. 

The majority of the shows on 
Transcontinental’s opening schedule 
are now running on either NBC or 
Columbia. It is understood that the 
serials are to originate from the stu- 
dios of WMCA, N.Y., in most in- 
stances. 

It was reported yesterday (Tues- 


AFRA Pact Near 


General terms for a network 
contract have tentatively been 
agreed to by the new Trans- 
continental Broadcasting System 
and the American Federation of 
Radio Artists. Deal, closely 
paralleling the union’s_ pacts 
with NBC and CBS, is being put 
into final draft form and may be 
signed within the next few days. 
It will cover both sustaining and 
commercial programs. 

Somewhat unusual relationship 
amounting to a space lease on 
studios of WMCA will affect 
some clauses, notably as to an- 
nouncers. 


Bombs All Advertising 


Consumers Union Head in WGY Debate—Rebuttal 


Stresses Economic Usefulness of Advertising 
+ 


| 
Writers’ Mystery 

Reports from the Coast that | 


the Radio Writers Guild is nego- 
tiating a standard minimum 


Schenectady, Dec. 12. 


Radio listeners to 50,000-watt WGY 
| were given a rather graphic demon- 
stration that radio free speech does 
exist, however imperfectly fault- 
basic contract nationally with | finders may claim it operates from 
leading advertising agencies is a | time to time. A radio station which 
secret in New York. Stated at | draws its life-blood from advertising, 
the Guild headquarters that no | WGY, on Sunday (10), broadcast a 
such confabs are going on in the | blistering denunciation of the claims, 
east and, as far as is known in !standards and social usefulness of 
New York, there is no such | ‘competitive advertising.’ Specific 
move on foot in Chicago, either. | accounts were named over the air in 

Emphasized that while the or- (|a blast discharged by Dr. Colston 
ganization intends ultimately to | Warne, associate professor of eco- 
huddle with the agencies and ,;nomics at Amherst College and 
networks regarding standardiza- | president of Consumers’ Union. The 
tion of writer contracts, nothing latter first ‘congratulated’ WGY for 
definite is planned for the im- | allowing ‘the consumer’s viewpoint’ 
mediate future. to be ventilated and from that point 
on he tossed phew-bombs. 


The rebuttal delivered by Dr. Ken- 
neth Dameron, professor of market- 
ing at Ohio State, was less pyrotech- 


Berlin Radio Magazine 
e 

Spotlights Story Anent nical than the attack. Dameron made 
the point that advertising as such 
WMCA’s Jam With FCC: widened the general use of products 
| (cited the millions who use tooth- 
paste only because advertising pres- 
Washington, Dec. 12. | sured them to do so), and was an es- 
November issue of Radio Mentor  Sential lubricant to keep goods in 
has arrived in the United Staies| ™motion. It was a narrow view, he 
from Berlin. A technical magazine , implied, to think of advertising sole- 
devoted to equipment and sets, inter- | ly as an added cost to an individual 
est attaches to this issue by virtue of | purchase. The American economic 
a red arrow on page 470 (with a| System is not confined to supplying 
front page attention-caller) reporting | merely the absolute bare necessities 
the recent complaint made by the! of existence. Advertising by open- 
FCC against WMCA, New York. | ing up new demands and new uses of 
Translation proved news item was | products has a very real social use- 

strictly factual but it appeared to | fulness. 
be the only item of this kind of news| At outset, Warne jibed at radio 
in the entire issue. |advertising and its delivery by 
Meantime note has been taken that | ‘trained baritones.’ He alluded to ‘the 
a so-called German Library of In-| emotional bleeding’ every quarter 
formation is openly distributing | hour, and the claims made for ‘six 
printed propaganda (in English) | kinds of gasoline, a dozen ways to 
from 17 Battery Place, New York | romance, and cures for almost every 
city. That's the address also of the | human ill.’ He declared advertising 
German consulate, | ‘is becoming the supreme agency for 
A French Bureau of Information | bewildering the consumer.’ Al- 
is due to be established on this side | though $45,000,000 is spent annually 
in the near future, it is also under- | on cigaret advertising, the head of 
stood. | Consumers’ Union stated there is lit- 
‘tle opportunity for evaluating the 
_selling points of various brands. 
‘Truth is by nature modest, and no 


Holliway Gives Hizzoner scientist would care to compete with 
The Air—Not on KECA copy writrs"vas an: 


Breakfast Foods, Etc. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 12. | He also referred to radio’s plug- 
Harrison Holliway tossed Mayor | ging breakfast food with Tom Mix, 
Fletcher Bowron off KECA the to alkalize with Alka-Seltzer, elimi- 
other night when perusal of his} nation of b. 0. with Life Buoy, and 


day) that the operators of Transcon- | 


tinental were still trying to close a 
Wall Street connection. One of the 
houses purported to have been ap- 
proached was Kuhn, Loeb & Co. 


President Franklin D. Roosevelt is 
| slated to talk on the inaugural hook- 


up. 9:30-10 p. m. 
Robert C. Wilson, from 
agency and Ralph Nordberg, 


Maxon 
from 


| WOR, Newark, have joined Trans- 
continental’s sales staff 


A. F. Adams 


is the comptroller and Dorothea 
Henninger, purchasing agent. Meet- 
ings were held in Chicago over the 
weekend with affiliates from the 
middle west The list of outlets as 
released by Transcontinental contain 
one CBS station, seven NBC affiliate 


and 23 Mutual associates, with prac- 
tically all of the latter in Roosevelt's 
Texas State Network. 

James W. Baldwin, formerly man- 


aging director of the National Assn. | 
|of Broadcasters, has been appointed 
director of station relations of the 


Transcontinental Broadcasting Sys- 
tem 

Until recently he, was a majority 
stockholder of WGH, Newport News. 


Avalon Dropping “Skelton 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Red Skelton is being dropped from 


| the Avalon Time program as of Dec. 


21, following a steady ‘decrease in 
audience rating for the show. 


Russel M. Seeds agency is now, 


studying several comedy replace- 
ments for the Avalon stanza and has 
signatured Cliff Arquette, who will 
work with whichever comic is set. 


| script revealed that it was loaded | of course refresh with Coca-Cola. 
with explosive matter or > pinb: 
Ameer matter on the pinball| 4 gmitted advertising had brought 
| question, to be ballotted on today |. 
such good things as symphony con- 
| (Tues.). Hizzoner got the time for 
certs, but saw no reason why pur- 
| free so Holliway insisted that he re- , 
: chasers of automobiles should have 
| frain from controversial issues. : 
: : _ | to pay for these radio concerts, or 
Town's headman said he couldn't buyers of gasoline or headache pills 
get the script rewritten in time and pay to hear the news. 
took a powder. Local sheets made a 
big to-do about it. Mayor no like 
the pinball games, which he prefers 
to call a racket. 


Warne thought a radio tax (as in 
England) would be better way to 
finance the cost. He would prefer it 

'to hearing ‘Mr. Ford’s unctuous Mr. 


few years ago Holliway gave ‘ ? 
A : ‘ go | y & Cameron. While conceding that 
the same treatment to a Roosevelt). 

ome advertising is excellent,’ he in- 
speech carried nationwide over NB¢ 
isted that altogether too often ad- 
He inisisted FDR was campaigning 

vertising emphasize the ‘inconse- 


a 1 candidate for re-election and 


quential value.’ The fact that ‘one 
should pay for the time . - 


Hollywood star used a given type of 
iutomobile or toothpaste’ is not im- 
portant to the consumer. Rather, 
'what effect the product or article 
will have on the human body. He 
suggested cultivation of an ‘oh yeah’ 
attitude toward advertising. 

One audience question, dealing 
with ‘Good Housekeeping’ and ‘other 
Hearst magazines,’ contained an ad- 
jective that a station, under ordinary 

‘program manager of his 24-station | Circumstances, would delete in a 
Texas State Network. Roosevelt Script. Although Dr. Dixon Ryan 
hired Miss Behlke in Chicago last | Fox, Union president and moderator 
/March and brought her to Fort Of the debate, demurred to such 
| Worth as his secretary. specific reference, he permitted 
When his new transcontinental |) Warne to answer. The Amherst pro- 


HELEN BEHLKE’S TITLE 
Elliott Roosevelt’s Ft. Worth Secre- 
tary Carries on Regionally 

Ft. Worth, Dec. 12. 
Helen Jane Behlke, secretary to 
| Elliott Roosevelt since last March, 
this week became production and 


broadcasting venture began to keep 
him and other TSN executives in 
‘ New York more than in Fort Worth, 
| he put Miss Behlke in charge here 


Gordon McClain is now doing a 
three-way job for CKPR, Port Ar- 
thur. He's news editor, commenta- 
‘tor and p.a. 


fessor replied that Federal Govern- 
ment had brought action against 
Good Housekeeping (advertising seal 
of approval) and that hearing of case 
would determine the soundness or 
unsoundness of charges. He thought 
that Good Housekeeping was ‘about 
‘the same level as that of other pub- 
lications in the same class,’ 
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ENDS SERIES 


Kansas City, Dec. 12. 
court broadcast on 


Municipal 


WHB has been taken off the air fol- | Ne si a 
sion, studded with excerpt from court decisions, FCC hinted 
that the 


lowing protest of the Missouri Bar 


insurance man, 
finding in 


F.C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


MAJOR DECISIONS 


New station aspirations of M. C. Reese, Phoenix 
were slated for fulfillment in a_ proposed 
which the Commish set aside squawks from 
KTAR and KOY—existing transmitters affiliated with the 
and CBS networks, respectively. In a long conelu- 


Arizona: 


intervenors had failed to produce facts in support 


Association. Protest was entered of their contention that construction of the station would 

some months ago at a St. Joseph seriously damage their business. Commish duty is to pro- 

meeting by a delegation from the | tect existing 
ors, i was pointe out, u ompe ( i - 

Negro chamber of commerce, and ot 

was followed by protests from Applicant is well qualified in all ways to construct and 

within the group. Objections Were | operate the proposed $11,000 station, it was found, with 


made on grounds of discrediting | 
Negro race and also of tending | 
toward levity in the courtroom. 
* Broadcast was on a six times 
weekly schedule from 10 to 10:30 
a.m. in court of Judge Thomas Hol- 
land. 

As long ago as 1923 WHB had a 
one per week blast from night court, 
first court broadcast in K. C., but 
had to cancel it because of hazard 
of midnight tipplers. 


DONAHUE, KAYE, BYRNE 
UP FOR SENSATION 


Choice of a successor to Larry 
Clinton on the Sensation program 
(NBC) has been pared down to three 
orchestras, namely, Al Donahue, 
Sammy Kaye and Bobby Byrne. 
Client (Lorillard) will pick the final- 
ist either today (Wednesday) or to- 
morrow. 

Clinton fades Dec. 25. 


‘Mr. District Attorney’ 
Off Pepsodent Jan. 7 


‘Mr. District Attorney’ is being 
dropped by Pepsodent Jan. 7 even 
though the. account has expressed | 
itself as gratified with the show’s | 
listener results. Explanation given 
for its action is that its budget will 
not allow for two network programs 
during 1940. Other show is Bob 
Hope’s. 

Program scored over NBC’s blue- 
penciler in a tiff involving a gag in 
Jast Sunday’s (10) script. One male 
character in the continuity re- 
marked, ‘and supposing I was going 
to have a baby?,’ and the district 
attorney wisecracked, ‘you’d wind up 
as an exhibit at the Smithsonian In- | 
stitute.’ NBC's script scrutinzer de- | 
leted the gag as out of place on the 
air, but the agency on the account, 
Lord & Thomas, assailed this view- | 
point as Mrs. Grundyish and fought 
for its retention. The gag stayed 
as is, 


DOLLAR DISCOUNT 


To Hype Coast Blue NBC Makes | 
Further Changes 


NEC's latest move to stimulate 
purchase of the Pacific blue network 
among regional advertisers is the 
proposed adoption of a dollar vol- 
ume discount for such clients. The 
rate structure for the westcoast link 
as it now stands does not provide any 
special inducements for buying mul- 
tiple outlets in this group. 

It has also been decided at NBC 
to turn over the national representa- 
tion of both the red and blue Pacific 
networks to its subsid, Spot Sales, 
Inc., with the latter designated to 
concentrate on the blue link. The 
exact discount brackets applying to | 
the Pacific blue will be released to 
the trade within the coming week. 


KMBC 5,000 W. Okayed 


Kansas City, Dec. 12. 

Okay from FCC on application of 
KMBC for 5,000 watts at night came 
last week, and Arthur Church, sta- 
tion prexy, ordered immediate con- 
struction of directional antenna re- 
quired. 

Hopes to inaugurate the new 
power about Feb. 1. Station now 
operates on 5,000 days and 1,000 
nights. New allocation will make it 
only station in Kansas City with 
more than 1,000 watts night. 

Announcement of the FCC action | 
came same day Church was notified | 
KMBC was winner of VARIETY show- 
manship plaque for program origi- 
nating station. 


Thomas Conrad Sawyer is now do- | 
ing quarter-hour ‘Word Dramas’ | 
over Mutual from KBJ, Los An-| 
geles. 


‘allocation of regional frequency 


| Vertical 


| Station of the 


| renewal 


total assets of $77,191, of which his contract of employment 
with the First National Benefit Society of Phoenix was 
valued at $50,000, Reese expects to pay out $2,130 a month 
in operating expenses and rake in approximately $3.000 per 
month. Rates proposed are $25 per hour; $15 per 3% hour; 
$10 per ‘4 hour; $5 for five minutes; $3 for 100-word an- 
nouncements and $2 for 50-word announcements, Charges 
will be subject to discounts ranging from 30° for programs 
broadcast 300 or more times, 

Applicant was represented by R. S. Stanford and Frank 
Stollenwerck, Paul M. Segal and George S. Smith ap- 
peared for KTAR, with Philip G. Loucks, Arthur W. Sehar- 
feld and J, F. Zias representing KOY. 

Kentucky: Final turndown on the application of the Gate- 
way Broadeasting Co., of Louisville, was delivered last week, 
Request for a new station, involving the use of 880 ke. 
with 500 watts, would not be in accordance with the proper 
and good engineering prac- 
FCC Entire metropolitin district of Louis- 


tice, declared, 


| ville would not be served by the proposed transmitter under 


this assignment and no weight to the applicant's ‘main 
grievance’ that notice and opportunity to be heard on the 


|issue upon which its application was proposed to be denied 


was not afforded, 
M. Segal appeared on 


MINOR DECISIONS 


Alabama: WHMA, Harry M. Ayers, Anniston, granted 
changes in equipment and power boost from 100 to 250 watts. 

Alaska: KFQD, Anchorage. present license further ex- 
tended temporarily only, to Jan. 1, pending determination 
on renewal application. 

Alaska: KGBU, Ketchikan, present 
tended on temporary basis only to Jan. 1, 
determination on renewal application. 

Arizona: KCRJ, Jerome and KWJB, Sims Broadcasting 
Co., South of Globe, present licenses extended temporarily 
to Jan. 1, 1940, pending receipt of and determination upon 
renewal application. 


behalf of the applicant and 


license further ex- 
1940, pending 


Arkansas: Charles Leo Lintzenich, Blytheville. granted 
voluntary assignment of license to Fred O. Grimwood; 
KFPW, Southwestern Hotel Co., Fort Smith, present license 
extended on temporary basis only to Jan, 1, pending de- 
termination on renewal application. 

California: KHSL, Chico, granted installation of direc- 


+ tional antenna system and night boost from 1 to 5 kw, using 


antenna 
tem, 


day and night; KGB, Don Lee Broadcasting Sys- 
San Diego, granted installation of new equipment and 
radiator, juice-jump from 1 to 5 kw, and consent 
transmitter site locally; KRKD, Radio Broadcast- 
ers, Inc., Los Angeles, granted night power boost from 6500 
Watts to 1 kw. 

California: KARM, George Harm, Fresno, granted changes 
in equipment and power boost from 100 to 250 watts; KMPC, 
Stars, Inc., Beverly Hills, granted installation 
of new equipment, power jump from 500 watts to 1 kw nights, 
5 kw days, and change in hours of operation from limited to 
unlimited. 

Colorado: KLZ, Denver, granted Installation of directional 
antenna system and night juice-jump from 1 to 5 kw, using 
directional antenna all times, 

Connecticut: WBRY, Waterbury, present license extended 
on temporary basis only, pending receipt of and action upon 
application, but in no event later than Jan. 1, 

Connecticut: WDRC, Hartford, granted installation of 
directional antenna system and night power-jump from 1 
to 5 kw, using directional antenna night and day. 

District of Columbia: WMAI, Washington, granted in- 
Stallation of new equipment and directional antenna system 
and boost power from 250 watts nights, 500 watts days, to 
5 kw. all times, using DA system all times. 

Idaho: KFXD, Frank E. Hurt, Nampa, present license 
temporarily extended to Jan. 1, pending receipt of and 
determination upon renewal application (also granted modi- 
fication of license to increase night power from 100 to 250 
Waits). 

Hlinois: Galesburg, granted increased time of 
operation from days only to unlimited, with 250 watts. 

Indiana: WIRE, Indianapolis, granted night juice-jump 
from 1 to 5 kw; WHBU, Leo M. Kennett, Anderson, granted 
transfer of control of Anderson Broadcasting Corp., to Roy 
E. Blossom and T.eo M. Kenneth. 

Iowa: KSCJ, Sioux City Journal, Sioux City, 
stallation directional antenna system and night juice-jump 
from 1 to 5 kw, using DA system for night operation, 

Iowa: KTRI, Sioux City, granted night power boost from 
100 to 250 watts. 

Kansas: KVGR, Helen 
changes in equipment and 
watts, 

Kentucky: Peducah Broadcasting Co., Ine., Hopkinsville, 
new station to be operated on 1200 ke with 250 watts. 


to move 


granted in- 


Townsley, 
power 


Great Bend, granted 
increase from 100 to 250 


Massachusetts: WMEX, Chelsea, granied night power In- 
crease from 100 to 250 watts. 

Minnesota: KSTP, St. Paul, granted special temporary 
authority to operate daytimes, using 50 kw, while taking 
field intensity data, for a period not to exceed 30 davya 
(balance of operation to be Conducted with 1 kw). 

Montana: KGIR, Butte, granted night jJuice-jump from 1 
to 5 kw. 

Missouri: KDRO, Sedalia, granted night power increase 


from 100 to 250 watts. 

Missouri: KSD, St, Louis, 
amendment to application to change application fer 
increase from 1 kw to 5 kw, using directional antenna. 

Michigan: WkKZO, Kalamazoo, granted 
tional antenna system and increase in 
250 watts to 1 kw, using directional 
night operation. 

Nebraska: WOW, Omaha, granted installation of 
equipment and night power jump from 1 to 5 kw. 

Nebraska: KHAS, Hastings, granted installation 
cal radiator and increase in night power from 
watts, 

New Mexico: KGFL, Roswell, granted 
of operation from specified to unlimited. 

New Mexico: KOB, Albuquerque, granted change in hours 
of operation from simultaneous days, sharing with KEX, 
Portiand, Ore., nights, to unlimited. 

New York: Watertown Broadcasting Corp., Watertown, 
granted petition to change frequency application from 1420 
to 1210 ke. 

New York: WQXR, New York City, granted Installation of 
new equipment and increase in juice from 1 to 5 kw; St. 


granted motion to accept 


power 
changes in direc- 
night power 
antenna system 


from 
for 


new 


of verti- 
100 to 250 


change in hours 


Lawrence Broadcasting Corp., Ogdensburg, granted new ata- 
tion to be operated on 1370 ke with 250 watts. 


North Carolina: WITKY, Hickory, granted changes In 
equipment and increase in night power from 100 to 250 
watts: WMER, High Point, present license extended tem- 


porarily to Jan. 1, pending determination on application for 
renewal; WSOC, Charlotte, license extended temporarily 
pending receipt of and determination on application for re- 
newal, until Feb. 1. 

Ohie: WRNS, Columbus, granted 
broadcast station to be operated on 
special emission for frequency modulation, 


new high frequency 
43000 with 250 waits, 
unlimited time, 


Ohie: WSPD, Toledo, granted installation of directional 
antenna system for night operation and power boost from 
1 to 5 kw. 

Oklahoma: KOME, Tulsa, present license extended on a 


temporary basis until Jan. 1, receipt of and action 
on renewal application. 
Oregon: KEX, Portland, granted change in’ frequency 


from 1180 to 1160 ke. and change in hours of operation from 


pending 


simultaneous days, sharing with KOB, Albuquerque, N. 
Mex., nights, to unlimited. 

Pennsylvania: WIP, Philadelphia, granted Installation of 
directional antenna system, move transmitter site locally, 
install new equipment and jump juice from 1 to 3 kw, 


using directional antenna all times, 

Rhode Island: WHR, Providence, granted changes in 
equipment and directional antenna’ system, night power 
jump from 1 to 5 kw, using directional antenna all times. 

Scuth Carolina: WIS, Columbia, granted voluntary assign- 
ment of license to the Liberty Life Insurance Co, 

South Carolina: WCOS, Columbia, granted night 
jump from 100 to 250 watts. 

Tennessee: WROL, S. Adcock and §, 
ministrator of Estate of Ruth Adcock, 
granted authority to transfer control 
Corp. Clicensee of WROL) to S. Adcock, 


power 


Adcock, 
deceased, 
of Stuart 


Ad- 
Knoxville, 
Broadcast 


OMAHA 
PLEDGE 


Omaha, Dec. 12. 


President Neville Miller of NAB 
obtained 13 promises for NAB’s new 
Broadcast Music, Inc., at a special 
meeting here of 10th district stations. 
After closed session the pledges were 
reported 35° of stations in the Iowa- 
Missouri-Nebraska district. 


Representatives of 28 stations at- 
tended the meeting. There are 51 
Stations in the district, including four 
not yet constructed. 


J.C. Maland, of WHO, Des Moines, 
among first to hit the trail, expressed 
confidence in NAB directors and said 
his station would ‘get every benefit 
back in reduced ASCAP fees.’ 

Miller wouldn't give out list of 
subscribing stations, asserting that 
some contracts could not be finally 
signed until after owners of some 
stations 


approved contract signa- 
tures, 
Discussion over the impending 


Tennessee: WHUB, M. L. Medley, Cookeville, granted In- 
stallation of vertical radiator and new equipment and night | 


power increase from 100 to 250 watts. 

Texas: KTRBC: Austin, granted voluntary assignment of | 
license from State Capitol Broadcasting Association (R. B, | 
Anderson, president) to State Capitol Broadcasting Associa- 


tion, Ine.; KMAC, San Antonio, 
from 100 to 250 watts. 

Texas: KPDN, R. C. Hoiles, 
hours of operation from days to unlimited, using present 
frequency of 1310 ke and power of 100 watts; KTSM, Tri 
State Broadcasting Co., Inec., El Paso, granted night power | 
boost from 100 to 250 watts. 


granted night power boost 


Pampa, granted increase in 


Utah: KLO, Ogden, granted night power boost from 1 to! 
5 kw. 
Washington: KVOS, Bellingham, granted changes !n com- 


posite equipment and power boost from 100 to 250 watts, on 
condition that grant will not be construed as a finding for 
renewal of license nor upon application of Bellingham 
Broadcasting Co., nor upon any of the issues involved in these 
cases; KIRO, Queen City Broadcasting Co., Ine., Seattle, 
granted change of frequency from 650 to 710 ke and power 
boost from 250 watts, limited, to 1 kw unlimited; KMO, KMO, 
Inc., Tacoma, granted voluntary assignment of license to Carl 
FE. Haymond, 

Wisconsin: 


WLBL, Board of Regents, University of Wis- | 


consin, granted voluntary assignment of license to State of 
Wisconsin, Department of Agriculture. 
Wyoming: KVRS, Rock Springs, granted night power 


boost from 100 to 250 watts. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


KVCYV, 


California: Golden Empire RBroadeasting Co., 
Redding, install new transmitter and jump power from 100 | 
to 200 watts; KQW, Pacifie Agricultural Foundation, T.td., 
San Jose, increase night power from 1 to & kw, using direc- 
tional antenna nights; KMJ, McClatchy Broadcasting 
Fresno, boost night power from 1 to 5 kw; KTRE, Thomas 
R. McTammany & William H. Bates, Jr., Modesto, change 
hours of operation from days to limited to WSB, Atlanta, 
move transmitter locally and boost power from 250 watts 
to 1 kw; Chester N. Williams, Orinda, new station to be 
operated to 1170 ke with 1 kw. 
Georgia: Gainesville Broadcasters, 
tion to be operated on 1210 ke with 250 watts, 
Ilinois: Balaban & Katz Corp., Chicago, 
atation to be operated on 66000-72000 ke with 1 kw, 
A-5 emission; Helen L, Walton & Walter Bellatti, 
ville, new station to be operated on 15370 ke with 


Co., 


Gainesville, new sta- 
television 
A-3 and 
Jackson- 
250 watts. 


new 


Massachusetts: Henry Joseph Walezak, Springfield,. new 
television station to be operated on 1650 ke with 250 watts, 
special emission. 

Mississippi: WGCM, WGCM, Inc, Gulfport, new antenna, 
night power boost from 100 to 250 watts and meve trans- 


mitter locally. 


Missouri: WHB, Kansas City, install new transmitter and 
antenna, boost power from 1 to 50 kw and move Seal 
mitter locally. 

New Jersey: North Jersey Broadcasting Co., Ine... Pater- | 
son, new station to be operated, days only, on $00 ke with 
1 kw. 


New Mexico: 
to unlimited 


KOR, Albuquerque, change time from limited 
(contingent on KEX, Portland, Ore., application 


for 1160 ke). 

Ohie: The Crosley Corp., Cincinnati, new television broad- 
cast station to be operated on 50000-56000 ke with 1 kw. A-3 
und A-5 emission; WHIO, Miami Valley Broadcasting Corp., 
Dayton, make changes in antenna and transmitter. jump 


night juice from 1 to 5 kw and move transmitter lo< ally. 
Oregon: KEX, Portland, change frequency from 1180 to | 
1160 ke, hours of operation from simultaneous with KOR, 
Albuquerque, N, Mex., to unlimited, install transmitter 
and directional antenna for all-time use move trans- 
mitter locally. 
Pennsylvania: 
to WKST, Inc. 
Khode Island: 
transmitter as an 
watis to 1 kw, 


new 
and 


WKST, New Castle, change corporate name 


WPRO, Providence, use old W. E 
auxiliary, increase 
use antenna described 
as modified, and move transmitter locally. 

Tennessee: Kingsport Broadcasting Coe., Kingsport, 
Siiition to be operated on 1370 ke with 250 waits. 

Texas: KEFRO, Longview, install new transmitter and boost 
power from 1 to 5 kw. 

Utah: KUTA, Utah Broadcasting Co., 
equipment and power boost from 


353 E-1 
from 500 
in construction permit 


night power 


new 


Salt Lake 
100 to 250 watts. 


SET FOR HEARING 


Connecticut: Harold Thomas, Bridgeport, 
be operated on 1420 ke with 250 watts. 

lowa: J. D. Falvey, Ottumwa, new station tc 
on 1210 ke with 100 watts. 

Maryland: WSAL, Frank M. Stearns, Salisbury, Commish 
designated for hearing before Commissioner Thad H, Brown 
the matter of the order of revocation of license, 

Montana: E. Kk. Krobsbach, Miles City, new station to he 
operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days; 
Star Printing Co., Miles City, new station to be operated on 
1310 ke with 250 watts, 

_ North Carolina: Ralph M. Lambeth, Greensboro, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1370 ke with 250 watts. 

Texas: V. O. Stamps, Dallas, new station to be operated 
on 1370 ke with 250 watts; Chilton Radio Corp., Dallas, new 
station to be operated on 1370 ke with 250 watts, 


City, new 


new station to 


be operated 


West Canada Show Shifts 


Winnipeg, Dec. 12. 
Several more changes in network 
programs of the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. affecting the Vancouver 
end. Percey Harvey’s ‘Song of Em- 
pire’ shifts over to Monday from its 


Friday spot, at 10:30 p.m. C.S.T., 
being followed by another change 
when Arthur Benjamin’s ‘Immortal 
Music’ classical show takes over re- 
placing ‘Stag Party.’ ‘Classics for 


Today’ another concert show is a 
new one for Tuesday at 11:30 p.m. 

‘Stag Party’, variety show, will 
move into the 11 o’clock spot on 
Wednesday. This includes’ Dick 
Diespecker, Alan Young, Charles 
Hovey, Buddy Smith and Harry 
Pryce’s musikers. Another new 
show slips in after ‘Stag Party’ when 
Andrew Allan’s ‘Theatre Time’ bows. 

Mart Kenney’s Western Gentle- 
men, penciled in for a late dance 
spot from the Hotel Vancouver at 
12:30 a.m. 


Dept. Store on Air 


Montreal, Dec. 12, 

T. Eaton Co. is first department 
store here to go radio with regular 
program. Starting off this week 
with a series of broadcasts over Ca- 
nadian Marconi station CFCF. Is 
sponsoring a Music Center idea with 
local talent. 


Built a studio in the store especial- 


ly for this purpose. 


AFM contract veered toward a reso- 
lution putting 10th district stations 
on record as opposing any increase in 
AFM allotments, but no such resolu- 
tion emerged, the eventual consensus 
being that a watchful, waiting policy 
was advisable, 

Rev. W. A. Burk of WEW, St. 
Louis; Miller, and Don Searle, g.m. 
of Central States Broadcasiing and a 
member of NAB code compliance 
committee, went to the mat on the 
free speech provision of the NAB 
code. Burk said he planned to ob- 


ject to the code because it violates 


the American free 


speech. 


Searle extracted from group a 4- 
to-1 vote in favor of what he termed 
a liberal inierpretation of the code. 
Show of hands also indicated prefer- 
ence for enforcement of code. 

Day's session ended with cocktail 
party with WOW, KOIL and KOWH, 
all Omaha, as hosts, 


Broadcast Music, Inc., prospective 
competitor to ASCAP, is having dif- 
ficulty finding a radio man to act as 
its agent in sale of stock in Ne- 
braska. John Gillin, WOW g.m. and 
district director of National Assn. of 
Broadcasters was listed as Nebraska 
agent when the organization sought 
authority from the state securities 
bureau to sell 7,000 shares of com- 
mon stock at $5 a share to broad- 
casting stations in Nebraska, Gillin 
declined because his station is pre- 
vented from buying any stock by 
state laws which prevent insurance 
companies from purchasing non- 
profit stocks. 

Don Searle of KOIL, Omaha, and 
Bing Smith, KOWH manager, have 
both been offered the agent job, but 
both have said no. 


BOSTON PLEDGES FOR 
BROADCAST MUSIC 


principles of 


Boston, Dec. 12. 
Approval of the NAB’s plan to 
set up an independent source of 


popular music was voted at a meet- 
ing last week of 29 New England 
broadcasters. Stock in Broadcast 
Musig¢, Inc., was subscribed by 16 
station men present, while the others 


either pledged subscriptions or said 


that they would recommend sub- 
scriptions to the owners of their sta- 
tions. 

Paul Morency, of WTIC, Hartford, 
director on the NAB board repre- 
senting the New England district, 
presided at the meeting. 


CRANEY NOT PLEDGED 


Gets 21 of 23 at Denver 
Meeting 


Miller 


Denver, Dec. 12. 

Some 21 of the 23 stations repre- 
sented at the N.A.B. 14th district 
convention here pledged to sub- 
scribe for stock and to support 
Broadcast Music, Inc. The two sta- 
tions not committing themselves are 
KGIR, Butte, and KPFA, Helena. 
Both were represented at the meet- 
ing by E. B. Craney. 

Other subjects discussed (but no 
action taken) included musicians’ 
union contract, ASCAP, and the code 
of ethics. The 23 delegates present 
represented 23 stations in Colorado, 
Wyoming, Idaho, Utah, and Montana. 

In attendance were Neville Miller, 
prexy NAB, and Paul Peter, NAB 
director of research, who headed east 
to attend other regional conferences. 
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Radio broadcasting in a war-torn Europe is a nightmare of scare- 
heads, propaganda, news bulletins, (full of colored information but not 
of news) pep talks to keep the populace’s chin up, innumerable pro- 
pouncements from priests, ministers, military experts, political proph- 
ets and harangues by the big shots. 
phonograph records and you have radio on this continent at this 


moment. 


Tune in any country (and good sets roam Europe) and no matter 
what language the tuner speaks there is a program for him—propa- 


ganda. 


Rome, Nov. 26. 


Season this diet with lots of 


lassie Radio Man Heard 
67 Concerts in U.S. A; 


Exec Home After Xmas 


William James, federal controller 
of music for the Australian Broad- 
casting Company, is currently in 
New York looking over the U. S. 
radio industry's policies in regard to 
musi¢e and lining up artists for next 
summer's Australian concert season. 
He had expected to leave Friday (15) 
for Vancouver on the first leg of his 
trip home, but this week received in- 
structions to remain here at least 
until after Christmas. 

Having left Australia last May, 
James spent some time in New York, 
went to Europe for awhile and then 
returned to the U. S. a few weeks 
ago. During his two stops in New 
York he has heard 67 concerts, as 
well as numerous private auditions. 
Australian Broadcasting is interested 
only.in big concert names.for touring 
and radio there. James has recom- 
mended several names, but no con- 
tracts have been signed. 

There's some uncertainty about the 
possible effect of the war on Aus- 
tralian concert business, but James 
believes that there'll be little change, 
at least for some time. The Aus- 
tralian concert season extends from 
May until October and _ artists 
brought over from the U. S. usually 
appear on the concert platform and 
also via the air. 

Some criticism has been heard 
from commercial concert interests 
against the government booking art- 
ists through its Australian Broad- 
casting Company on the _ familiar 
ground that it is using taxpayers’ 
money to compete with private in- 
dustry, but James asserts that in 
general the government and com- | 
mercial concert interests get along | 
amicably. 


44464646664 | 


South of the Border 7 


| 


Mexico, City, Dec. 12. | 
XEFO and XEUZ, mouthpieces of 

the Party of the Mexican Revolution, 
the country’s most powerful politi- 
cal organization, are equipping them- 
selves with the latest U. S. mechani- 
cal devices so as to get the maximum 
of coverage. 


- Party of the Revolution is demand- 
Ing that all state governments not 
only establish their own radio sta- 
tions, but provide community radio 
sets so that the programs can be 
heard in the hinterlands. 

According to national census fig- 
ures, the Federal district which | 
comprises Mexico City and its 1,- | 
300,000 residents, has 136,000 radio 
sets, or one to every 12 inhabitans. 


Censor’s New Title 


Montreal, Dec. 12. 


Walter S. Thompson, director of 
censorship for Canada, has 
Siven post of Director of Public In- 
formation. Censorship Co-Ordina- 
tion Committee will take over 


Thompson's department, with Col. | 
M. A. Pope, of the National Defence | : 
let down for the radio columnist and 
‘his readers.’ 


Department in charge. 
. Thompson’s new job will be to tell 
about Canada’s war effort. 


BBC broadcast ‘From the Touring 
Theatre,’ excerpts Firth Shephard’s 
n€w musical ‘Shephard’s Pie.’ Show, 
Starring Sydney Howard and Arthur 


Riscoe, is breaking in before com- 
‘ng to London 


| Harold O. Hoganson, of the Halifax 


been | 


| the latter referring mainly to correc- | 
| tions. 


CAUSE OF POLES 
PROMOTED ON WHOM 


Series of programs to promote 
goodwill for the Polish cause has 
been bought by the Polish Army 
Veterans’ Assoc. (vets of World 
War) on WHOM, New York. All 
shows are in English and go on for 
half hour each Sunday at 7 p.m., 
starting with one last Sunday. 

Dr. Arthur Coleman, professor of 
history and Slav languages at Co- 
lumbia U, was on initial broadcast. 


CHARLAND PROMOTED 


Montreal, Dec, 12. 

Wilfrid Charland, French-language 
radio producer for All-Canada Ra- 
dio Facilities (Vie George) and 
Whitehall Broadcasting (Bert Hall) 
has been upped to chief of produc- 
tion for both French and English 
shows at All-Canada. 

Charland has been given executive 
status as result of production of 
Grande Soeur (Big Sister-Rinso) and 


other French programs. 


LIGHT MUSIC 


London, Nov. 24. 


Indignantly refuted by British 
Broadcasting Corp. is criticism that 
light orchestras have been ditched as 
result of the war. Listeners, they 
claim, are regularly hearing a very 
high percentage of combos that were 
tops before the outbreak, and follow- 
ing list is quoted as proof: 

Mantovani; Fred Hartley, with 
Brian Lawrence; Troise; Richard 
Crean, Falkman, Wynford Reynolds; 
A. J. Powell’s banjos, Harry David- 
son, Palladium ork; Campoli; Al- 
phas. 

Remote broadcasts been 
picked up from Hotel Victoria, Lew- 
isham Hippodrome, Chiswick Em- 
pire (Harry Fryer), Kilburn State 
(Alfred van Dam), Savoy Hotel (Ar- 
thur Salisbury), ‘Claridge’s (Geiger), 
Eastbourne Grand Hotel (Tom Jen- 
kins), 

BB asserts, while its activities may 
be curbed in some directions by de- 
fence regulations, light music is not 
one of ’em. 


AFRA’s Montreal Dance 


Montreal, Dec. 12. 

Montreal local of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists is throw- 
ing annual ball at the Windsor hotel 
Feb. 6. Proceeds to be used for the 
benefit of needy radi» artists. 

Flavius Daniel and Pierre Ranger 
ballyhooing event. 


London Calling 


Elizabeth Cowell relinquishing her 
wartime job as chauffeuse to the Air 
Ministry, to return to the BBC to be- 
come an announcer. She was for- 
merly a television announcer there. 


Lee Ephraim is to be the star of 
BBC’s next ‘Showmen of England’ 
program, scheduled for Dec. 15. 
Ephraim brought to England ‘Rose 
Marie’, ‘The Desert Song’, ‘Gay Di- 
vorce’, ‘Rio Rita’, ‘On Your Toes’ 
(and some flops) and in this pro- 
gram many of these old tunes with 
some of the original stars will be 
used. Program is being written by 
Howard Thomas. 


Eddie Pola doing mid-day broad- 
casting once weekly for BBC. 

Romney Brent playing the lead 
in the radio version of ‘The Thin 
Man.’ 


BBC has now started a daily news 
bulletin in Turkish, which, in addi- 
tion to English, Welsh and Afrikaans, 
makes 13 foreign languages. 


Sir John Martin Harvey to play 
lead in ‘The Passing of the Third 
Floor Back’ and Henry Ainley in 
‘Othello,’ 


Press Conference, with Sir Stephen 
Tallents in the chair, was held at 
Broadcasting House, London, Nov. 28, 
|'when J. Beresford Clark, assistant 
| controller overseas service, and other 
| officials described the BBC’s work in 
| that sphere. 


Canadian Radio Kditors Prefer Yank 
Ways To Publicity From Own Country 


By NORM CHAMBERLAIN 


Winnipeg, Dec. 12. 


‘At the present time American net- 
work and station publicity is far 
superior to Canadian both from the 
point of material supplied and serv- 
ice rendered.’ And that, it would 
appear, is the considered opinion of 
the majority of Canada’s radio edi- 
tors, following a canvass of the 
Dominion, by this Variety rep. 

Asked to express their opinion on 
the output of the American and 
Canadian publicity mills Canadian 
radio eds presented views as widely 
different as the two styles of pub- 
licity. (Whereas Americans seem to 
prefer publicizing personalities, Ca- 
nadians stick pretty close to straight 
program copy, sans superlatives of 
any type.) G 

While the majority voted in favor 


|of the American type, in one way or | 
'another, some felt 


it only fair to} 
point out that U. S. press offices | 
have reached their present stage of | 
perfection only after years of ex- | 
perience, while, in comparison, Ca- | 
nadian radio publicists are still in 
rompers. With a few idvancing the 
thought that an ideal service would | 
be a reasonable combination of both 
types, practically all agreed that 
while Americans could be occas- 
sionally accused of sending too much, 
Cznadians can be equally accused of 
doing: the exact opposite. 

Still another group maintained 
there was no basis for comparison. 


Chronicle and Daily Star, was of this | 
group saying, ‘American networks | 
are able to publicize personalties be- | 
cause they control headliners of the 
stage and screen, whereas Canadian 
stations must rely on the program 
itself, Wilf J. Woodill, of the Sud- 
bury (Ont.) Star, sums up this point: | 
‘There is no ‘star material’ in Canada 
and a build-up would only mean a) 


| 
Canadian Publicity Dull 
Chief complaint of Canadian eds 
as regards the domestic product is | 


‘that it lacks color, punch, news value | 


and at times is inclined to be tardy, | 


Main difference between 


/radio column.’ 
| say the eds, they are cdvised imme- 
diately, via telegram by the Ameri- 
ica chains of any last minute special 


and American publicity is frequency 
of mailing. American offices bom- 
bard with a veritable snowstorm of 
copy while the publicity offices of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
shoot everything out in one weekly 
lump. This is done, it is explained, 
purely for economical reasons, The 
mimeographed release includes the 
weekly program schedule for the 
closest CBC transmitter (or net- 
work) and also program notes or 
annotations for the listed week. 
This CBC plan is probably modeled 
after the British Broadcasting Corp. 
which issues a similar bulletin, only 
in printed form. 
Gladstone Murray 
nearly everything. 


apes BBC in 
Another differ- 


lence is that whereas the American 


chains have two main publicity out- 
lets, New York and 


Canadian network mails from four | 


points, Halifax, Toronto, Winnipeg 
and Vancouver, these four offices 
covering five time zones against four 
time zones for the U. S. Meantime 
private station publicity in Canada 
seems still of the futare, current 
efforts practically rating a zero from 
radio editors. 

One point about which the radio 
boys are particularly incensed is the 
matter of special events. Here, they 
maintain, they are often not advised 
of a special event broadcast until 
the last minute, it then being too 
late for. inclusion in the column, 
either as a listing or story. Listeners 
hear about the program’ from 


| friends, who caught it purely by ac- 
cident, after the show is over and | 


more rabid fans get on the phone 
and squawk about ‘no listing in the 
On the other hand, 


event broadcasts on their nets and 
hence are protected from that side. 
Then begins a iengthy process of 


checking the local stations if he has | 


time to see if they too will be car- 
rying it with the answer being. 


either ‘We don’t know,’ or ‘Sure, we | 


knew about that yesterday.’ When 
the former answer is given they 
usually call back to confirm the 


query just as the paper is rolling, 
investigation having proven some- 


Chicago, the | 


and had either forgotten or not 
thought about it. When the latter 
answer is forthcoming the press 
boys start burning and usually crack 
back. 

In the matter of correction serv- 
ices Canadians felt that while the 
| Americans most definitely still held 
| the lead, domestic stations and net- 
works had greatly improved within 
recent years. Some felt fault with 
the editors, some leaving corrections 
(the backbone of any radio column) 
to the office boy or somebody else 
who doesn’t know what it is all 
about. 

C. C. Jenkins, of the Toronto 
| Globe and Mail, is one radio ed with 
bone to pick over correction 
' methods of the large networks. Says 
| Jenkins, ‘Last minute’ switching 
|about of programs, often with no 
|apparent reason other than con- 
fusion, is the cause of by far 
the greater percentage of error 
in our listings.’ Citing Columbia as 
one example Jenkins added, ‘Colum- 
bia sends its weekly pro‘ram almost 
a month in advance, printed closely 
on tiny sheets of pap-r. In some 
cases, half to one-third of the lisi- 
ings thereon are changed o- switched 
—some of them two or three times 


before the so-called ‘last minutes’ 
arrive. The curses rad.o editors 
have put on those cramped CBS 
schedule sheets with their lack of 
margin and space between items, 
seems to have no effect on CBS 


which goes serenely on its way. On 
the other hand, CBS news and pub- 
licity is good.’ 

(CBS press department, in N. Y. 
points out the ‘folio’ evidently re- 
ferred to in the above story is pri- 
marily intended for station, not radio 
| editor, use but has been mailed to 
eds incidentally.) 

Canadian radio eds, like their 
American cousins «4s reported in 
Variety, Nov. 1), have long been 
howling, with no apparent effect, 
about those commercial program 
listings by stations and networks. 
Told by publishers that even the 
faintest stench of commercialism is 
strictly out the scissors and paste 
| boys spend many weary hours try- 
|in,, to think up ways and means of 
| listing these programs so that list- 
eners and readers won’t be rais- 


GROWS AIR 
BREAK 


Ottawa Reports Some Cabinet 
Ministers Now Tend to See 
Canadian’ Broadcasting’s 
Growth Hampered by Toco 
Many Rules and Genuflec- 
tion to BBC 


_DEFEAT NEWS BAN 


Ottawa, Dec. 12. 

Opinion is reported crystalizing 
among Canadian government cabinet 
ministers on the question of radio 
which, since the outbreak of war, has 
'been subject to more than the usual 
amount of ‘policy.’ The view is gain- 
ing that what’s wrong with govern- 
ment radio in the Dominion is too 
much of this ‘policy’ and not enough 
attention to well-balanced, progress- 
ive programming that can hold its 
own against American comparisons 
and in attracting its share of Ameri- 
can advertising. 

Great store is now being placed in 
the appointment of a successor to L. 
W. Brockington, the Winnipeg bar- 
rister who some months ago quit the 
chairmanship of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Co. It is now denied that the 
| job will go to Brig. Gen. Victor Od- 
lum of Vancouver. Rene Morin, the 
vice chairman, is meantime function- 
ing pro tem. 

Cabinet ministers have apparently 
decided that the chairman should 
hereafter be more important, more 
sympathetic to the problems of 
broadcasting, as such, and less a rub- 
ber stamp for Gladstone Murray, the 
CBC general manager. More and 
more the latter is seen as a lavish 
glorifier of the policies and attitudes 
| of British Broadcasting Corp., where 
| he was trained. The vast terrain of 
| Canada as a costly coverage problem 
| by itself makes financial contribu- 
| tions from sponsorship a_ necessity. 
| Murray’s seeming aversion to the 
American model, in many people’s 
| Opinion far more practical for Can- 
| ada than the snooty the-blazes-with- 
| the-public policies of the English ra- 
_dio monopoly, is presumably in need 
| Of a stand-off or neutralizing influ- 
| ence in the shape of a chairman who 
| will be without sentimental bias. 

What. part in all this reputed shift 
of sentiment of cabinet members may 
| have been influenced by complaints 
| from private broadcasters cannot, of 
| course, be known. Private broad- 
| casters have for years nursed a sus- 
stained steady flame of ire where 
Gladstone Murray is concerned. First 
they complained he was inscrutable, 
| refusing to be frank or to reveal his 
(Continued on page 32) 


claims that their favorite program 
either wasn’t shown or was incor- 
rectly listed. When a star is well- 
known little trouble is experienced 
but the headaches come with such 
srpows as the Fitch Bandwagon, 
where artists change from week to 
week. If they make too many 
changes in the column they get 
climbed on by those upstairs in the 
composing room, hence they have to 
try and devise some title that will 
stay through the season, And it’s 
then that the call for aspirins goes 
out. 
Tax Kills Press Mats 

One strong squawk was heard 
from north of the border when the 
subject of Canadian Import Duty 
was broached. (American publicity 
mats coming to Canada cost one- 
half cent per square inch for Im- 
port Duty.) Practically every edi- 
tor quizzed admitted he had stopped 
using American mats principally for 
this reason and as a result was de- 
'pendent upon the local product, 
‘which, it is claimed, is a long way 
from being good. Jenkins, of the 
Globe and Mail (Toronto), summed 
, the whole thing up by saying, ‘We 
‘had to quit battling with the Can- 
_adian Customs. It wasted too much 
/needed time. We just cut off the pic- 
ture and mat service, which became 


Canadian body knew about it all the time | ing the roof the next morning with ‘useless through delay.’ 
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meetings, the last on Monday, be- 
tween union officials ani transcrip- | 


tion execs and the whole matter is in| 
abeyance until Jan. 14 when the, 
AFM board will take up the issue | 
in New York. Rule won't be en-| 


forced until then. 


In the realm of speculation there 
is the expressed fear of the con- | 
cerned parties that the union strate- | 
gists want to eliminate waxed li-| 
bruries altogether in the belief it 
would strengthen the case for live 
musicians. It is no secret that one 
bloc within unionism has always 
held that preserved music is the in- | 
evitable rival of live music. This | 
reverts to the continuous fight on 
mechanization. 


Conductors and recording com- 
panies were ambiguously informed | 
by union spokesmen last week that | 
there had been a ‘misunderstanding’ | 
of existing transcription regulations 
and that the Musicians Union had | 
not, until now, realized the nature | 
of transcription library selections as | 
distinct from regular quarter hour | 
waxes. The need to ‘readjust’-union | 
rules sounded simple enough except 
that insiders found it hard to be- 
lieve the AFM was no‘° already inti- 
mutely expert in every phase of 
musie recording. Despite the in- 
scrutable politeness of the unionists. 
It all-sounded like preliminary spade 
work for a funeral to many of the 
involved personalities. They still | 
won’. know until Jan, 14, 


If the union, declare dise manu- 


| 
| 


Wax Libraries Doomed ? 


Continued from page 25 


wages for recording 


least 500%, which will leave the 
transcription companies but two al- 
ternatives, namely, either go out of 
business or take huge losses on their 
present contracts with station oper- 
ators. 

Representatives of the NBC The- 
saurus, the World Broadcasting Sys- 
tem and Associates Music Fublishers, 
Inc., have sought during the past 
week to discuss the situation with 
Joseph N. Weber, AFM prez, but the 
latter is temporarily, under orders of 
his doctor, refraining from going to 
his office or answering phone calls. 
One of Weber’s aides declared Mon- 
day (11) that the transcription men 
were advised two months ago that 
they were violating the intent of the 
agreement and that he wasn’t at all 
concerned with the economic hard- 
ships that his construction of the 
provision in question -would bring 
upon their industry. He added that 
he didn’t care whether it led to an 
end of the transcription library busi- 
ness, since he considered the latter 
was responsible for the unemploy- 
ment of many thousands of musi- 
cians all over the country. He de- 
nied, however, that the enforcement 
of the union’s interpretation of the 
contract provision was a preliminary 
move in the federation’s campaign to 
force the 
renew its general employment agree- 
ment with the AFM. Present cove- 
nant expires Jan. 17, and there is no 


broadcasting industry 


concerted movement in the industry 
to negotiate another one, 
Selections Vs. Sessions 


The clause which has caused the 
| uproar in the transcription field per- 


facturers, persist in enforcing latest | tains to the nature of recording that 
‘interpretation,’ 
musicians will be increased by at | hour session for 


a musician may do during a quarter- 
which he collects 
$18. According to the AFM, such 
recording must be for a single, inte- 
grated program and not consist of 
various selections separated from 
one another by gaps or intermis- 
sions in the platter. The union also 
demands that if music is recorded 
for a dramatic show the transcrip- 
tion company must during that 15- 
minute session confine the orchestra 
to music for that show and nothing 
else. 

But it is the ban on gaps or breaks 
in the transcription that chiefly con- 
cerns the transcribers. They have 
been accustomed to recording sev- 
eral separate selections during the 
15-minute session and distributing 
such selections over two or more 
|sides. Under this setup the sta- 
tion client is able to cull his se- 
lections from various records to 
make up what he considers a diver- 
| Sified program of music. The exist- 
lence of gaps also is essential for the 
insertion of local spot announce- 
ments. 


Under the procedure now demand- 
ed by the union, say the transcrip- 
tion makers, each tune between gaps 
would have to run 15 minutes, which 
would serve to multiply their costs 
by four or five times. Even if the 
| increase, they state, amounted to 50% 
the profit factor would be eliminated, 
and since they could not expect to 
get the stations to pay that’ much 
more for their library services, there 
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Football Slightly Off 


Network football this year av- 
eraged 33.9 in listener popular- 
ity according to C.A.B. figures. 
This was under 1938, when the 
average was 35. C.A.B. tabula- 
tions were as follows this sea- 


son: 
36.0 


would be no other way out but to 
quit business. 

The new status of affairs was dra- 
matically brought home to. trans- 
cription companies last week when 
the New York musicians union (Lo- 
cal 802) stepped in on a session for 
which Reggie Childs’ band had been 
scheduled by the NBC Thesaurus. 
Childs was suddenly informed that 
he couldn't do the job, because the 
local had not ratified his contract, 
‘and that there was a question as to 
whether the union would okay any 
such library engagements until the 
transcribers started ‘living up’ to the 
AFM'’s rule on confining each record- 
ing session to a single 15-minute pro- 
gram. Childs went through with the 
date after NBC had assured him that 
it would settle for the amount even- 
tually demanded by the union, If 
the AFM stands by its position, the 
payroll for this date may come to 
$4,000, or four times as much as the 
price originally contracted for, 
Acting under .instructions from the 
international, Local 802 is now re- 
quiring its members to submit each 


week to the union a report of all 


= 


WRY-ADVERTISED FOR 10 YEARS 


® Yellow Cab’s first broadcast over WKY 
was presented in 1930. By early 1939, 
Yellow Cab had grown to the position of 
WKY ’s biggest local sponsor...and curi- 
ously enough, Yellow Cab has become the 


station B is preferred 


biggest selling gasoline in Oklahoma City. 
All this happened in a market that has 


price wars are the rule rather 


exception. In face of such conditions Yel- 
low Cab is the city’s biggest selling gaso- 
line and at top prices for standard grade. 

Yet it is more than a coincidence that 


always been highly competitive...where 


than the 


OwNeD AND OpgRaATED By 


Yellow Cab’s climb to top position among 


gasolines in its market has accompanied 
a constantly increasing use of WKY time. 


For a cross-section survey among 803 
Oklahoma City homes in May, 1939, estab- 
lishes the fact that seven out of ten of 
those having radios prefer WKY... that 


by less than two kind of applause 


WKY City 


NBC AFFILIATE * 900 KILOCYCLES 


THe OKLAHOMA PusLisHING CoMPANY: 


OKLAHOMA City Times * THE FARMER-STOCKMAN * MISTLETOR Express * KVOR, CoLorapo Sprinas 


KLZ, Denver (Under Affiliated Management) * RepreseNTeD NATIONALLY BY THE Katz Acency. Ina. 


out of each ten homes in Oklahoma City. 

Listeners in the Oklahoma City market 
like WKY’s vitalized type of programming, 
They show their appreciation with the 


* THe Oxtanomanm 


transcription recordings 
them, the time consumed and the 
amount received for the engagement, 
The report must show whether the 
selections for each 15-minute session 
were used for a single, integrateg 
program or distributed on more tha 
one side of a record. ‘ 
| There is not much the trans 


made by 


| crip. 
| tion companies can do if the wales 
clouds up and rains all over them 


They do not even know how to get a 

sympathetic hearing for their point 
of view. There is very littie col 
laboration between the severg| 
| petitive services. 

Musicians union expresses no peeve 
toward the usual sponsored tran. 
scription, which is played once, ex. 
actly like a live broadcast, and then 
discarded. It is the library service 
comprising in some cases 2,500 musi. 
cal numbers (periodically weeded 
out), that seems to occasion the 
frowns on the theory that this is 
or at least superficially seems to be. 
part of that technological tendency 
to mechanization in music which the 
union consistently opposes. 

Libraries are important adjuncts 
to the transcription companies, which, 
on the whole, do not get enough or- 
ders for transcriptions from adver- 
tisers to build fixed income to ag 
profitable level. 
libraries, or attempting to prescribe 
how stations may use waxed music, 
would probably mean curtains. 

Some library discs are heavy on 
hillbillies, But others employ stand. 
ard music names, among them Ray 
Bloch, Dick Himber, Harry Horlick, 
Joe Rines, Glen Gray. It is the prac. 
tice of wax companies, to. sup- 
ply mimeographed continuities to as- 
sist stations in the use of the library, 
and also to distribute publicity 
photographs of the musical units for 


local purposes. 


Lawyers Told 


Herring Not 
FCC's Favorite 


Washington, Dec. 12. 

Good-natured chiding was handed 
radio lawyers by FCC Chairman- 
James L. Fly, crusading for more 
directness and honesty on the part 
of industry fronts, at the annual Fed- 
eral Communications Bar Associja- 
tion dinner Friday (1). While tem- 
pering rebukes with many facetious 
and good-humored interpolations, 
Fly in effect admonished the prac- 
titioners to pay closer attention to 
the rules of procedure, stick to the 
facts, and stop striving for forensie 
effect. They'd do much better tell- 
ing an unvarnished story, giving 
prompt and factual answers to ques- 


a sponsor likes to hears, 


| tions, instead of winding up for ora- 


torical demonstrations. 

In pleading for better cooperation 
from the barristers, Fly conceded 
that the Commish is not above 
criticism but promised that under 
his direction attempts will be made 
to improve the operating methods. 
More thorough study of the rules 
and the decisions will show that 
effort is being made, he implied, to 
straighten out some of the difficul- 
ties, end confusion, and bring about 
greater uniformity. 


‘Charles Eatough and Arthur Wea- 


sales staff of KLZ, Denver. Former 
comes from the Rocky Mountain 
News, while Weaver was with the 
Denver Packing Co. 
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BORDER 
MOVE 


Broadcasting Doctors (Baker 
Also Involved) Reported 
Ready to Jeopardize WOR, 
WGN, WJR and Other 
Yankee Wavelengths 


MEXICANS STALL 


Washington, Dec. 12. 

Threatened invasion of American 
radio wavelengths by Mexican bor- 
der stations (now Canadian head- 
aches) alarmed and perplexed Fed- 
eral authorities this week despite 
continued hope that the North 
American radio agreement event- 
ually will win ratification below the 
Rio Grande. Use of two channels 
earmarked for United States plants 
has been reported unofficially as un- 
der study by the Mexicans, who have 
been very dilatory about carrying 
out pledges given at Havana two 
years back. 

There was no information avail- 
able here to confirm the report, but 
wheels were set in motion to check 
tips that the Mexicans are liable to 
muscle in on one or more of four 
stripes earmarked for Class I and II 
outlets in this country. Both the 
FCC and the State Department dis- 
played interest, particularly since 
latest diplomatic reports were that 
the outlook for Mexican adherence 
has improved in recent months, 
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The alarming report was _ that 
XERA, Dr. John Brinkley’s juice 
giant at Villa Acuna, and the Nor- 
man Baker plant, KENT, at Neuvo 
Laredo are to be shifted. At pres- 
ent these use 840 and 910 kc. respec- 
tively. Gossip is that the Mexican 
authorities are ogling 710, 720, 750 
ana 1170, thus endangering WOR, 
KIRO, KMPC, WGN, WJR and 
WCAU. 

Mystification resulted when the 
grapevine dispatch reached here. 
For the Havana formula gave the 
Mexicans 15 ribbons — presumably 
enough considering their population 
and industrial status—for Class I and 
II outlets. Why they should muscle 
in on any of the four U. S. stripes is 
beyond imagination. 

Unfounded Optimism? 

If the report about prospective 
shifts for the super-power border 
plants is correct, the optimism—even 
though it has been diminished with 
passage of time—about eventual rati- 
fication seems wholly withouut 
foundation. For the Mexican dele- 
gation at Havana gave this country 
pretty strong assurance that the bor- 
derites would not be protected and 
that Mexico would use the ribbons 
assigned to it for its own nationals. 
If Baker and Brinkley have pulled 
some wires to get Mexico City 
authorities thinking about allowing 
them to use the U. S. ribbons, the 
situation is far worse than had been 
feared, 

The following stripes were tagged 
for Mexican Use in the tre: ity: 

Class I-A—730, 800, 900, 1050, 1220 
and 1570. 

Class I-B—940, 1000, 1060, 1090, 
1140, 1190 and 1550. 

Class II—810 and 1110. 


Paul ae joined KFRU, Columbia, 
0, as newscaster, vice Ernie Rea 


va departed to join WHAS, Louis- 


REPRESENTATIVES 


ARD PETRY & CO. 


IMPROVES RELATIONS 


WPTF Finds Out What Local News- 
papers Will Print 


Raleigh, N. C., Dec. 12. 

WPTF estimates that it boosted its 
list of co-operative newspapers by 
350% as the result of a series of let- 
ters and a questionnaire that it ad- 
dressed to these sources. In the first 
letter WPTF cited the recent Fortune 
survey which showed that 31.7% of 
newspaper readers interviewed stated 
they found the radio columns useful. 


Through the letter-and-question- 
naire process the station in due time 
found out what materials the papers 
in its broadcast area would use if 
WPTF furnished them gratis. 


Instead of Coffee 


Nashville, Dec. 11. 

WLAC’s ‘Air Traveler Airs His 
Views’ is only special events pro- 
gram in country where an an- 
nouncer goes into passenger 
compartment of sleeper plane to 
greet passengers, asleep or 
awake. Tim Sanders, interview- 
ing passengers on their business, 
hobby or profession, has, in two 
years, never been ‘stumped’ or 
unable to chat on any subject. 


The locally sponsored plane 
broadcast attracts hundreds of 
visitors to airport, hoping to see 
and hear celebrities over public 
address system. 


Columbia Shifts Station Managers 


Howard Meighan New Sales Mgr. of Radio Sales, 


Inc.—Jocelyn to WBT, Dellar to Frisco 


Columbia has reshuffled its sta- 
tion management and Radio Sales, 


Inc., staffs. A. E. Joseclyn, sales 
manager of Radio Sales, is becoming 
manager of WBT, Charlotte, reliev- 
ing Lincoln Dellar, who leaves CBS 
to take over the privately owned 
CBS station, KSFO, San Francisco. 
Howard S. Meighan, now on Radio 
Sales’ N. Y. staff, moves into Josce- 


lyn’s spot. Bill Schudt, who up 
until recently managed WKRC, steps 
into a newly created post, sales 
manager of the transcription division 
of the Columbia Phonograph Corp. 

Frisco move affects Phil Lasky, 
who has managed KSFO for its own- 
ers during the past five years. Lasky 
has a stock interest in KROW, Oak- 
land, and holds the title of v.p. and 
general manager, 


popular music, 


Director Josef Cherniaveky 
roducer Harold Carr pat | 

Songstress Sylvia Rhodes re- 

hearsing a WLW commercial 
etwork origination, 


ARATHON MELODIES. 


MELODY GROVE—featur- 
ing William Stoess Singers 
and Sylvia Rhodes in bril- 
liant vocal arrangements of 


WLW 


THE TIMES 


WLW has built and holds its envi- 


able place in the minds and hearts 


it keeps attuned 


of its millions of listeners because 


to the lives and 


times of WLW-Land. 


With the highest standard in pro- 
gramming—over three quarters ofa 
million dollars is being spent on local 
programs in 1939—WLW always en- 
deavors to give listeners the best 
whether it is a service of informa- 
tion to farmers, a report of the news 
or ashow purely for entertainment. 


WLW’s own originations, programs 
like EVERYBODY’S FARM 
HOUR, BOONE COUNTY JAM- 
BOREE, TRULY AMERICAN, 
plus the best of NBC Red-Blue, and 
Mutual shows, have made WLW a 
part of the daily lives of a commu- 
— of over 27,000,000 consumers. 
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4 Radio man has made the exclusive + 


James Cox, Stays With NBC 


Atlanta, Dec. 12. 
WSB, 50,000-watter and WEGG, a 
portable relay unit used by the sta- 
tion, are slated to pass to James M. 
Cox, Dayton and Miami publisher 
and station operator, as part of the 
deal made for the Atlanta Journal 
properties. WSB has filed an appli- 
cation with the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission for permission 
to make the transfers. Price for | 
the Journal's newspaper and radio t 
properties is $3,000,000. ‘conflicting claims of rival unions 
Cox is buying the Hearst which want to speak for operators, 
Georgian and Sunday American. engineers, and technicians; 
Agent for the help will be de- 


Order WOQXR Labor Vote 


Washington, Dec. 12. 
Collective bargaining poll has been 


at WQXR, New York City, Election 


must take place within 30 days, the 
National Labor Relations Board said 


also 


WSB is affiliated with NBC and 
the latter network is covered by a | 
contract which has seven years to 


nicians and Engineers Union, char- 


Electrical Workers, and 
| American Communications Associa- 


CARNATION STILL IN BLOOM J tion, the CIO unit. Will be the third 
application of the Wagner Act to the 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

radio industry. 

Carnation, through Erwin-Wasey 
agency here, has renewed for con- 


hood of 


scheduled for technicians employed | 


Monday (11) in trying to reconcile | 


‘termined by majority vote received | 
by Local 913 Radio Broadcast Tech- | 


tered by the International Brother- | 


Algonquin Club. He's Harold Fel- 
lows of WEEI. 

Truman Crane, formerly engineer 
a’ WNBC, New Britain, Conn., is the 
new control room engineer at WBZ. 
He replaces Dick Hammond, who 
resigned to become chief engineer at 
Charles Phelan’s WESX, Salem. 

Bailey Axton, tenor, is the latest 
addition to WAAB staff. 

WBZ sports commentator-an- 
‘'nouncer Bob Evans wont to Cleve- 
land last week for his ‘summer vaca- 
tion.’ 

Some 278 people were presented 
over WBZ-WBZA during week of 
Nov. 19-25. A record which does not 
include repeats. 

Jimmy Lunceford 


|as commentator when his own re- 

| cordings were played. 

| Bill Kostka, NBC press manager, 

| to WBZ for lookeroo. 

| Robert Summerville and William 

J. Hyland, Jr., of CBS, visited WEEI, 
Traffic manager Gordon Swan of 


appeared on) 
WORL’s 920 Club last Thursday (7) | 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Stella Unger has new aide, Gertrude Michaelove....Pic and Pat Near 
new contract via Ed Wolfe. Were on Alka-Seltzer Barn Dance Saturday 

Johnny Cantwell and Rita Walker, who date way back in vaude, are 
skedded for ‘Horse and Buggy Days’ on WJZ tonight (Wed.) 

Radio City’s skating pond being made twice as large....Geraldine Farrar 
aided a friend make some discs at World Broadcasting last week... .Marga. 
ret Cuthbert was NBC's observer at the N.A.B, clubwomen rally in Wash. 
ington....Gordon Nugent, NBC script writer, will be married Christmas 
eve to Marion Reamer, non-pro... . 

Sam Slater, of Phil Lord office, thought it cute for Arline Blackburn, of 


| ‘By Kathleen Norris,’ to step out of that ‘first plane’ at the North Beach 


WBZ, who began as an announcer, } 


is back i aily stints while con- : 
is walle Koehler, now radio rep for Lord Dunsany....Arnold Moss replaced Ray- 


tinuing with his present job. 


airport and kiss Mayor La Guardia....Joe Sullivan’s white-and-black 
hotcha orch from Cafe Society now heard on WNEW....Liberty magazine 
has taken over the handling of the patriotic cartoon contest initiated by 
Town Hall and is coughing up $1,800 for cash prizes.... 

Illustrator Arthur William Brown made his first radio guestee with 
George Jessel....George V. Denny, Jr., finally got that gold mike awarded 
him in 1938 by the Women’s National Radio Committeé. . . . 


Cyril Armbrister is with the New York production staff of Benton & 
Bowles. He comes from Hollywood. Addison Smith, who produced for 
B & B on the Coast, has also been transferred to the N. Y. office... Bernard 
L. Schubert, of the Phil Lord office, is honeymooning in Florida and 
Havana, Due back after New Years....New Jersey Telephone Co. will 
give its annual afternoon time off to office employees of Newark branch 
to enable them to sing Christmas carols over WOR, N. Y., Dec. 22... .Joe 


' mond E. Johnson on ‘Valiant Lady.’ 
The Day, largest English-Yiddish newspaper in America, has switched 
' its program from WBBC to WARD which shares time on the same wave- 
length (1400 k.c.) because the latter has bettered its signal with new trans- | 
| 


Jack Beauvais, of WEEI sales pro- 
motion department, who has been at- 
tending Boston University, has re- 
ceived his sixth intercollegiate ad- 
vertising award. 


Dorothy Rockwell has joined the 
staff of WQXR, New York, as Wash- | 
‘ington correspondent and will han- 
dle daily reports and news programs 
| from the Capitol. 


tinuation of its Monday night 30-) 
minute show, starting Jan. 1. Show 
continues over the NBC red web. 
Program has been on the air with- 
out interruption since Jan., 1932. 


mitter. Sholem Asch and Maurice Schwartz are frequent guests on this 
series....Keith Higgins, director of NBC's blue link, has been named 
chairman of the radio committee for the American Legion’s New York 
state department....Reggie Scheubel will continue as radio exec of the 
| Biow agency after her marriage to John H. Ballard, Bulova Watch Co. prez. 

Red River Dave of WOR, N. Y., took his Texas Cowboys into the Village 
Barn, N. Y., last week for a stand until Dec. 21. Gets three midday air 
shots per week....Gracie Barrie flies in each week from Boston to do 
‘Listen America’ broadcast over WOR-Mutual. 
. — 


| Policy In Canada 


Continued from page 29 


true designs. Gradually his policies 
convinced the private broadcasters 
that as and when and if he thought 
he could accomplish the switchover 
Murray would be found advocating 
the extinction of the private stations 
and the adoption of a government 
monopoly a la BBC. That Murray 
several times brilliantly outsmarted 
the somewhat timid and over-trust- 
ing private licensees did not in- 
crease the general manager's popu- 
larity. The whole question is in- 
finitely involved in Canadian poli- | 
tics and financial-publication-indus- | 
trial alignments. 
News Ban Thwarted 


Meantime the latest attempt by | 
| newspaper and magazine publishers | 
| to get the Canadian Government to 
| ban sponsored broadcasts, this time 
| aS a War measure, has flivved due to | 
| timely intervention of broadcasters. 

Reports that the Canadian authori- 

ties were to ban commercial spon- | 

sorship of news, under the emer-| 
gency powers of the War Measures 

Act, were first mentioned by three 
'different advertising agencies as| 
WATTS THAT DO THE worRK OF 50 000 /reasons for turning down an other- | 

’ | wise suitable program submitted by 
‘ | local radio stations. 


d t 5000 Four important factors contribute to the remarkable dimen- | Persistent rumors finally led the 
an a sions of the WNAX primary area (as outlined in the 1938 | Canadian Association of Broadcast- 

Watt Rates! 


Vlg 


DES MOINES 


| ers to investigate and make appro- 
CBS | priate representations to the authori- 
ties here at Ottawa. | 
Newspaper and magazine publish- 
ers have been trying to get the 
government to ban commercial spon- 
| sorship of news for many years now, 
| last attempt having flopped a little 
|over a year ago. New movement, 
| launched several weeks ago under 
cover of a war measure, reached a 
point where several magazine pub- 
lishers had been definitely advised 
| that there would be an end to spon- 
| sored newscasts shortly. 
| Understanding is that a regulation 
| banning sponsored news had actually 
| been framed and would have been 


Listening Area studies). Here they are: 


1. Frequency of 570 ke—and excellent separation from 
other 570 stations. Nearest is Fort Worth, Texas. 


National Advertisers return to CKCF 
dear after year because experience has 
proven that broadcast advertising in 
Canada’s Metropelitan market can be 
done most economically and sucoess- 
fully through CFCF, 


2. 


A widening band of soil of A-1 conductivity which acts 
as a natural path for the WNAX signal. 
3. WNAX is the 


only CBS station between Minneapolis and Denver— 


Absence of competitive radio service. 


CFCE's renewals throughout the years 
are the testimonials that really count. 


between Omaha and Canada. end Chet Wave 


owned and operated by 


But, CANADIAN MARCONI 


it takes buying power to make a radio station a good 


buy. Here are more important reasons why your program | incorporated into the CBC rules but COMPANY 
should be on WNAX. Among all Columbia stations WNAX is | af 
sociation of Broadcasters, supported | 
A Cowles Station Kirst in Rural Population . . 3,136,320 | All Canada Radio Facilities Weed & Company 
be ; i ssociation of, 
3000 Watts L. S. Sixth in Total Population . . 3,837,323 Advertising Agencies, and news ser- | 
1000 Watts Night ene vices such as Transradio and B.U.P. | 
gf je enth in Radio Families 4 750,530 interviewed the general manager | 
CBS Fifth in Passenger Cars . .. 879,625 following submission of a brief 
NI: | to the Financial Committee of the 
Ninth in Retail Sales . . . $891,566,000 then in session. 
Financial Committee and manage- 
Represented by With its 5,000 Watt rates, WNAX is a good buy. [t can help | ment. of the CBC then Yavised [iam 
The Kats Age broadcasters that commercial news 9 eg 
gency you sell your products profitably. sponsorship would not be tampered a 
with. Further assurances to this’ B -LI NG VAL 
affect were given by Hon. @. D. ns : 


Howe, Minister of Transport, 

Understanding is that fuel was | 
added to flames recently when the | 
Eaton Company of Toronto went | 
radio with a commercial newscast 
which clicked so strongly that the 
department store reduced its copy in 
i the dailies, 


AUDIENCE 


1,000,000 


Studios-WNAX Building, Yankton - Orpheum Building, Sioux City 
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THE SWAS- 


Wednesday, December 13, 193 


The Winnah—Wheaties = 


: ‘THE SHADOW OF 
TIKA’ 

Follow-Up Comment 

Documentary 

60 Mins. ‘ 

| Fridays 

, BBC, London | 

This story of the Nazis makes good | 


by Happy Herb Hayward. The first 
;quarter hour fades down so that sta- 
tions can join or leave the network, 


4 Kre-mel dessert (which comes im- 
mediately after Minute Tapioca on 
CBS) had its ‘Society Girl’ up in 


The pro football championship playoff (10), according to the account 
via WOR, N. Y., was finally and decisively won, not by the beef trust 


British 


It's all good tabloidiana. bree N. + ag eye ity, and while certain familiar voices, bad the boys had to perform in this swell manner while handicapped 
f iy tailored eosion with an ab- from the BBC repertory line-up ¢an)| — with a mouth full of Wheaties. 
Virginia Hayes, singing in the com- 4. | be spotted, other central characters, | 
ginla Mayes, singing he sence of hokey production doodads, yarticularly that of Hitler himself ——" 
parative chill of an NBC organ and it should continue to hold its; tx ad by c ete 
studio, fills in an open interlude syecialized audience. | ere apparently handled by complete «womMAn’s RADIO DIGEST Cupid; Club Notes and At Your 
early in the blue’s afternoon. They Using questions contributed by unknowns. | With Beth Lockerbie, Ken Murray | Leisure. Editorial dealt with current 
call her ‘one of the younger stars’ listeners. the stanza brings five mem- 44444444 | Cine; Winnipeg appeal of Canadian Red Cross, this 
and say ‘she'll be heard again in the of the studio audience (and Originated and scripted entirely being handled by Murray. The Dan 
new future.” Which means Miss from the sound of the applause, T | ach R . @ Beth Lockerbie (using the name of; Cupid section concerned marital 
ay Pa *Kle to fill and given radio’s there can't be many more than that e evision eview @ Elizabeth Holman) this show rides | relations and what has been un- 
: most thankless assignment. on hand) to identify selections and + into homes at probably the best time| covered by eminent authorities on 
~ Inevitably singers under such their composers and to answer i tinlialiniaialedattiet the Winnipeg day, the local tea | the subject. Miss Lockerbie makes 
handicaps never do themselves any queries as to background facts, etc.| HOLLYWOOD TELEVISION ‘hour, just before the kids start tear-|no pretense at being another Dorothy 
good, as it is almost impossible to | Sticks mostly to standard works, but | with Lee Cooley, Jean Markel, Owen| ing the place apart after school. | Dix, she just lays the stuff out and 
sound even in key, much less dis- some of the questions are stumpers| Jensen, Jimmy Talcott, Celeste| (Canadian kids are unshackled at) there you are—take it or leave it. , 
average knowledge of the Rush Players, D. E. Ronda, Gene | 4:00 p.m.) . /Club Notes were just items relating 
guide. contestants is inclined to be high. Howard, Bud Kelly and Jean Show is presented in the manner; to various meetings, teas, ete., of 
Percy Faith, from Canada, con. Deakin, who conducts the series, Marlow ; | of a magazine with each ‘page’ being | interest to women, these being read 
id tinues, over Mutual, to come through avoids too much gab, confining him-| gne hour devoted to different subject matter| over a musical background of piano 
as the curtain of obscurity like an acro- | self almost entirely to the straight | pyesday, & p.m. and separated by a musical bridge.| music, latter coming up full for the 
A bat a a paper hvop. His mu- | business at hand, with just enough | pon Lee, W6XAO, Los Angeles No characterization is attempted) bridge. Last named section was a 
is probably to ease the and| “to showease its recent switch to| Other than the part of Miss Holman] satirical poem on men read over an- 
among the shows Crossing the inter- | season the questions and answefs.| 44) 1:65 the standard favored by| (Lockerbie), who is supposedly the} other light type of musical back- 
national line. Sooner or later some- |On show caught (9) he completed editor of the daily journal. Ken| ground 
thing ought to happen to and for |eight ‘innings, or 40 questions,| RCA-NBC and the Radio Manufac- 
Pp Guts turers Ass’n. the Harry Lubcke unit,| Murray, station announcer, works Music for program is intelligently 
Faith. Rather a pity nobody is be- which, with the preliminaries and s As televisi arneri. {straight and handles part of show|selected from the transcription 
hind him to push. windup, is plenty of action for a 30- | custodian of television expert-| als pe 
a | omni Nee aR Pri; f sh d mentation out here, jelled an hour's himself, the balance of the time | library showing good musical taste 
: minute program. Frizes Of cash an variety and telecast it at 8 p.m. Tues-| working back and forth with Miss| with light concert and pop tunes be- 
WOwWO, Fort Wayne, supplies to Martinson’s coffee (one of the sta-| Variety al p.m. ror 
4 ion’ i d It luded moments of prom-/ Lockerbie. ing mixed. Half hour is a worthy 
the NBC blue an early afternoon ex- | tion's major sponsors) went to all} 4Y: sneru moments GF 7 -| On show caught program was di-|example of hometown radio show- 
ercise in musical energy called ‘The the contestants and question-con-| ising clarity and intervals of blur) On show Nor? 
3 Hoosier Hoppers’ and presided over | tributors and shimmer blamed on diathermy,! vided into four parts, editorial; Dan | manship. orm. 
| the inevitable villain. Close-ups | 
were often good, longshots often | 
ie otherwise. Reception was nine miles | 
; from the studio. 7 — = 
yy Ny Entertainment comprised divergent 
4 routines, running from escape} 
ty artist to a fashion show. Jean Mar- 
kel, who paraded the models, seemed 
a distinct personality for television. 
D. E. Ronda gave the iconoscope a} 
Workout in freeing himself on 
Y ‘floor from various police restraints. | 
| in tattooing, explaining the process 
—Yj | white the electric needle. NOW RADIO'S MOST POPUL } 
fy Jimmy alcott caricaturec imcee 
LA | Lee Cooley, and the Celeste Rush . AILY BRINGS YOU | SRE 
| Players projected a comedy drama in 
| three parts. which gave an indica- 3 
| tion of what may be expected in fu- LAUGHTER TEARS HEART-THROE 
| ture aired dramatics from theatre 
| Stages. Gene Howard. Bud Kelly j = 44/s00°/o pure 
MOST POWERFUL: land Jean Marlow gagged, warbled | 99/100 pur 
| and played instruments. 
| Ray Coffin, who books talent for | . — 
On November 15, W-I-R-E increased its nighttime LISTEN TWICE DAILY 
for =ner n | 
NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P, M. EST 


the Adirondacks as one of the pro- 
gram’s shifting glamour locales. A 


and the second quarter then blares in 
anew as if it was an entirely differ- 


radio melodrama. 


Broad- 


from Green Bay, but by a bowl of Wheaties. 


General Mills, the spon- 


casting Corp. is running the varn as| 


sor, apparently played quarterback, end and tackle, and accounted for 


handsome ski instructor from ent program. series, all the scoring. What went on out on the field was a mere sideline t 

Switzerland has been hard-hearted | The announcements are made so | nights, and aiming to make it an ‘ob- » bh ; me ld » 
to the girl behind the hotel desk, | fast that the ear hardly gets them, | Jective recital of authenticated facts. the blue-and-go Ray wecigl wi de s o — ty contents which con- 
who is also from overseas, and and the program quite subordinates Where commentary is introduced, tain more heat units thana cooked breakfast food and \ hich—yum-yum 
cur-azy over the ski kid. The gal Fort Wayne as a city and the station | and In dramatic presentation of on and boy-oh-boy—is the regular diet of champions. Few sporting events 
thinks it’s because the debutante has |}as such. This seems a showmanship | cident, events are naturally colored of this or any other season have been plugged full of such hefty and 
been doing some reconnoitering that muff. Otherwise the hillbillies give ; to give an anti-Hitler propaganda violent advertising. 


her hot Swiss has cooled off. So she 


out in lively style good smalltime 


Claypool Hotel in downtown Indianapolis. 


Aggressive local progr 


of local special event 


shows are the reasons 
tuned to W-I-R-E. 


complete local progran 
for W-I-R-E listeners to 
for service. 


* W-I-R-E is the only Bas 


power to 5000 Watts, 
powerful FULL-TIME station. 


NEW STUDIOS: 


W-I-R-E will soon announce the formal dedication 
of new studios and offices on the ninth floor of the 


these new facilities, W-I-R-E will have one of the 
most modern and complete broadcasting estab- 
lishments in the Middle West. 


THE RIGHT COMBINATION: 


PLUS a full roster of 


The combination of ranking N. B. C. shows with 


becoming Indiana's most 


With 


amming, intensive coverage 
s, local community service 
N. B. C. Red* Network 


why Central Indiana keeps 


iming makes it unnecessary 


turn to out-of-state stations 


ic Red Station in Indiana 


slant, but otherwise it is a straight 


the players behind a veil of anonym- | 


| tainment quality. It’s no great trick 
|; to get picture talent 
| Studio for 
| eager to know how they’ll fit into the | 
| scheme of the newest art. 


down to the! 


interviews. They're all | 


Helm. 


newspaper statistics in retrospect—above-average in accuracy. 


age show, treated much on Columbia | As for the game itself, Red Barber (WOR), Dick Fishell (WHN) and 
_. | Workshop lines. , Harry Wismer (WJR) did the gabbing, with Barber having the heaviest 
a and tune in tomorrow to find out Po nye ny sgl hw pedicel An intriguing touch is concealing) chores. It was a good, workmanlike job and—when compared with 


Too 


COAST TO COAST 


Dir, COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 


— 


time since 


CFCF is proud 


1936. 


CFCF, selected the “Best” Canadian station for 1939 in “VARIETY’S” 
Annual Showmanship Survey, is YOUR “Best” sales producer to 
reach a bilingual market of over ONE MILLION PEOPLE. 


CFCF and Short Wave CFCX 


yy 
MONTREAL 
NBC AFFILIATE 
Representatives: U. S. A—WEED & CO. CANADA: All Canada Radio Facilities 


We feel that Canadian Marconi Com- 
pany’s Station CFCF has contributed towards 
the prestige of Canadian radio in general, because 
“VARIETY” has found a “Best” Canadian station for the first 


\ 


of this signal honour! 
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SKY BLAZERS 

Col. Roscoe Turner, 
Phillips H. Lord 

Drama, Talk 

30 Mins. 

WONDER BREAD 

Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Benton & Bowles) 


Phillips H. Lord (Seth Parker), 
who did no small job in making 
the kid listeners gangster conscious, 
has now turned his office’s atten- 
tion toward imbuing the same gene- 
ration with an admiration for the 
men and women who have 
daring things in aviation. 
troductory installment (9) had all 
the earmarks of a carbon ‘Howie 
Wing.’ Lord’s version has but one 
outstanding advantage’ over _ its 
many predecessors and that is the 
personality he has picked to m.c. the 
series, namely Col. Roscoe Turner, 
one of America’s greatest figures in 
aviation. 

After a few broadcasts Col. Ros- 
coe may ease up and harness him- 
self in the Uncle Don requirements 
of the medium. He'll have to exude 
a thicker oil if he’s going to con- 
tinue dishing the plug. The colonel 
serves not Only as the show's in- 
terlocutor but it’s his job to tell the 


Gene Austin, 


done 


kiddies that Wonder Bread is the 
one best bread there is, even if he 
doesn’t say so himself, and he 


wouldn’t say so, if he hadn't eaten 
it himself. This iddy-biddy flow 
must have brought a chuckle from 


some of the colonel’s fellow. bird- 
men and choked the colonel him- 
self. But that’s radio. To be held 


up as an idol or model isn't sufficient. 
The idol must gush over the prod- 
uct. 

The subject of the initial pro- 
gram’s exploit recital was Gene Au- 
stin, an ex-stunt man in films and 
a parachute jumper. Col. Turner's 
interview with the stunt pilot was 
frequently interpolated with drama- 
tized bits of his most exciting ex- 
ploits. The writing, acting and pro- 
duction of these dramatized se- 
quences didn’t account for much sus- 
tained excitement. 

There was a cute moment or two 
after the adventure recital was over 
when Col. Turner interviewed Au- 
stin’s five-year-old son. Just before 
the fadeout a couple of voices vie 
with each other in speeding through 
a list of definitions of aviation 
terms. 

Lord’s part on the program was 


Wednesday, December 153, 


The in- | 


1939 


‘MY CHILDREN’ 


Grace Holtby. 
Serial 
15 Mins.—Regional 
SPERRY WHEATHEARTS (General 
Mills) 
Daily, 8:45 a.m. 
KSFO-CBS, San Francisco 
(Westco) 

A five-a-week dramatic skit of ihe 
family type, with the family in 
plenty trouble during episode caught 
(8) Mr. and Mrs. Gilman (Mary 
Parker and Sydney Rogers), are hav- 
ing financial trouble because of a 
phoney stock investment. Opening 
action takes place in auto as she 
| drives the breadwinner to work, all 
|the time persuading him not to do 


his company and may have him fired 


tion, she tells him. 

Next scene, the office. An argu- 
ment between Gilman and Singleton, 
(Max West). Episode ends with Gil- 
man being fired, leaving everything 
looking very, very black indeed for 
the parents of ‘My Children’ and 
the bewildered offspring. But comes 
then the announcer with a ray of 
hope: ‘Will Mr. Gilman lose his job? 
Can Singleton fire him? What will 
happen tomorrow? Be sure to lis- 
ten.’ 

Script, written by C. C. Thomas of 
jthe Knox-Reeves agency seems 
‘plausible additions to an already- 
|crowded day of radio weepers. 


Outstanding, and most unusual for | 


|a Wesico Agency show, is the sur- 
| prising briefness of the commercials; 
only about two minutes for both. 
Also comment-inspiring was the su- 
;perior acting of Mary Parker in the 
role of Mrs. Gilman, around whom 
the show revolves. The Gilman chil- 
dren, of whom there are three, were 
‘not included in this episode. Pro- 
| duction is smooth, as is organ signa- 
{ture music, played by KSFO orch 
leader Dick Aurandt. 

This show is evidence that Frisco 
radio dramatic talent, which was 
once high in quality and quantity, is 
still okay in quality. 
| 


‘TRAFFIC TRAGEDIES’ 
With Charles Shaw, Frank Stewart, 
Jack Mitchell 
Mins.—Local 
| Sustaining 
| Tuesday, 9 p.m. 
| KTSA, San Antonio 
| In co-operation with the local 
| Junior Chamber of Commerce station 


Rogers, Lelah McNair, Max West, | 


anything rash. The man responsible | 
for the bum stock is a high exec in| 


if he doesn’t soft pedal his vitupera- | 
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Stewart. 

Each episode is based on actual 
traffic accidents with a slight fiction 
touch added. Each deals with a 
different traffic menace such as reck- 
less driving, drunken driving, fault- 
ily equipped autos, jay walking, 
speeding, failure to obey traffic regu- 
| lations and the like. Episode caught 


dealt with the bicycle rider, of 
which there are a great many in this 
city. Andy. 


‘RECESS TIME’ 

With Mildred Chambers, Birge Pet- 
erson, Harry Botwick 

| Kid Show 

30 Mins.—Local 

Saturday, 10:30 A.M. 

WCSH, Portland, Me. 


One of the few non-web, non-plat- 
ter radio shows in this era. Come 
bines spelling bee, community sing, 
juvenile amateurs and (entering its 
third year) is a business builder for 
the State theatre from the stage of 
which it emanates and a goodwill 
stunt for WCSH. 


ing contest, with cash handed out 
after each successful try, plus the 
tendering of ‘consolation’ prizes in 
the form of roller skates and foot- 
balls to kids who happen to be at the 
mike when a prop alarm clock 
sounds. In addition, house has tie- 
up with eight local business outfits 
whereby a bicycle is given away to 
holder of lucky ticket. 

Besides opportunity for participat- 
ing in an innocent fling at wheel of 
fortune, kids may excercise their 
tonsils, listen to the organ, see what 
a theatre manager looks like, and 
thereaftere, if so disposed, settle 
down for three or four hours of film 
entertainment. 


An elephant gun is not perhaps the 
correct weapon for this sparrow, but 
'it might be pointed out that Parent- 
Teachers groups and other protect- 
ors of the young usually frown on 
juvenile participation in games of 
chance so an occasional ‘essay con- 
test’ or the presentation of a set of 
encyclopedias to the school whose 
representatives most frequently win 
in the spelling duels might air-con- 
dition a more safely ‘wholesome’ at- 
mosphere, 

Musical items in show caught were 
of good daytime standard but didn't 
iseem to belong in kid program. 
‘Lamp Is Low’ type of ballad, drip- 


limited to introducing Col. Turner|KTSA is offering this dramatization | pingly rendered, creates a weird ef- 


and injecting a little hoopla toward 


the end. Latter was the reading of 
congratulatory telegrams to_ the 
colonel, Odec. 


lof fatal traffic accidents in this 
{vicinity in the endless fight to teach 
|the public Safety First. The series 
‘is written by Charles C, Shaw, news 


'fect when sung in early a.m. to be- 
|rompered audience. 

Harry Botwick, house manager, 
handles the m.c. chore well. Don. 


Backbone of program is the spell- | 


Pe of the station. and are pre- | HOME TOWN, UNINCORPO- 
sented under the direction of Frank | RATED’ 


With Virginia Verrill, Wayne Van 
Dyne, Marlin Hurt, Cliff Seubier, 
Bob Trendler’s Orchestra, Louis 
Rowen 

30 Mins.—Regional 

BROWN & WILLIAMSON 

Sunday, 9:30 p.m. 

WBAP-NBC, Fort Worth 

(Russel M. Seeds) 

In the interests of Raleigh cigar- 
ettes this program originates in the 
Chicago NBC studios and is fed to a 
group of 19 Southern 


a hamlet with a population of 498 
persons. Each Sunday night the 
townspeople gather at the local hotel 


where a ‘shindig’ is prepared for | 
them by the hotel's owner, Capt. | 
Barney Barnett, played by Cliff 


Soubier, 

Show is fast moving, full of music, 
hokey comedy, tidbits of drama. 
Commercials happily are inserted at 


the beginning and end, with only a/| 


short dramatized commercial in the 


show proper which is easy to take. | 


(Commercials stress the fact that 
there is a coupon in every pack of 
Raleighs with a premium value.) 

Show caught (3) opened with 
theme signature sung by the chorus 
that there is a silver lining in the 
dark clouds of doubt and care. Or- 
chestra then tossed off ‘Beautiful 
Ohio.’ Bob Ballantine wove in a hot 
harmonica solo. Warm, too, 
band’s guitarist with ‘Little Rock 
Getaway.’ 


The show's comedy is handled by | 


Marlin Hurt, who doubles as Lucifer 
Hicks and Beulah, maid of all work. 


‘It’s not literary comedy. 


Romantic touch is added by 
Virginia Verrill (the new school 
teacher) and Wayne Van _ Dyne. 


These two also carry the modern 
touch with their songs of today. Best 
was Miss Verrill with ‘I Can Dream, 
Can’t I?’ and Dyne with the chorus 
culling ’em from ‘Hit the Deck.’ 
Louis Rowen handles the spiels as 
well as bringing in the refreshments 
for the townfolks with the compli- 
ments of the Brown & Williamson 
Tobacco Co. Andy. 


‘RADIO THAT HITLER FEARS’ 
Dramatic Serial 
FORD PILLS 
Twice-Weekly 
15 Mins, 
2 UE, Sydney 

Enacted by an unnamed cast. serial 
is built around the secret DX sta- 
tion operating so strongly against the 
Hitler regime. Producer, also un- 
named, makes it a gripping story. At 


this time it should sell a lot of pills. | 


From fade-in to fade-out the pace 
is swift. Rick. 


rou stations. | 
Fictional locale of the broadcasts is | 


Was | 


“BIG NAMES OF KANSAS CITY’ 
| Visits to Industrial Plants 
Local, 15 Mins. 
BERGER-BAIRD ENGRAVING CO. 
Sunday, 1:45 p.m. 
| WHB, Kansas City 

Radio time is being used by this 
engraving house to garner prestige 
and te influence buyers rather than 


. . 
,to secure orders immediately. Uses 
the method of bragging about the 


other tellow, not necessarily a pres- 
pect. 

Station sends out its mobile unit 
to visit larger commercial organiza- 
| tions in town (title of program re- 
|fers to companies, not individuals). 
| This particular trip handled by Jack 
Grogan, announcer, was at Allies 
Motors, Inc., local Chrysler distrib. 
‘Covered new cars, repairs, parts, 
|used cars, finance department and 
various other aspects of auto busi- 
ness via platter for delayed broad- 
| cast, 

Material was on the dry side; it 
should loeally find a_ following. 


‘not carried off as well as might be, 
‘and program suffers in lack ef 
| pacing and speaking ability which it 
| necessarily encounters among the 

usiness execs interviewed. This 
‘fault is a virtue, however, in spon- 
taneity and authenticity. Quin. 


| ‘THAT YEAR. . .1908’ 

With Hoyt Andres, Carruth Palmer, 
Emilie Caceres orchestra 

30 Mins.—Local 

SAN ANTONIO PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMPANY 

Monday, 9:30 P.M. 

WOAIT, San Antenic 


Seeking a new program formula to 
revitalize its air campaign, the San 
Antonio utility company has dipped 
into the book of memory. Dwight 
Bourn’s scripts exploit the ‘remem- 
ber when?’ sort of thing. What was 
new, hot or popular in the year 1908 
was the theme of the first of the 
series. 
| Most of the way the atmosphere is 
provided by the simple production 
‘device of ‘captions.’ Each name is 
; supposed to be a mental stimulant. 
| Isadore Duncan, Eddie Foy, Mischa 
FElman—they spell 1908. Then the 
| songs that were sung. Utility seemed 
to miss a swell bet in not getting 
| Jack Norworth, in town at the time, 
to appear on the getaway. Probably 
wouldn’t pony up. Utility advertis- 
‘ing budgets are invariably rigid, 
which handicaps the showmanship. 
| On the whole the pattern serves 
satisfactorily to tie together the ele- 
ments of a WOAI studio production, 
| Andy. 


— 
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ahen vou want it. The 


The De Tuxe Capehart Automatic Phonograph- 
Radio is acknowledged to be the world’s finest in- 
strument for musical repr 
ment so perfectly reproduces the music you want... 


fundamentals and harmonics of the musical scale 
in all their color and shadings. Truly, it is a life- 
time gift of inspiring music. Cabinets are authentic 
period designs. Shown below is the Adam at $1045.* 


oduction. No other instrus 


Capehart brings you beth 


THROUGHOUT THE YEARS AHEAD 


The Capehart has the only 


attention! 
radio that receives domestic a 
is also equipped for television 
left is the Hepplewhite design 


or walnut, range from $595* to 


the music of your own choice. 


payment and terms to suit your 


IN MUSICAL R 


records over. It plays 20 records continuously, on both 
sides or either side... giving you a program of your 
own selection lasting more than three hours without 
The Capehart also includes a superlative 


harts, in authentic period cabinetry, in either mahogany 


The Capehart-Panamuse is a ne 
radio designed by Capehart sound-engineers and built to 
Capehart standards—priced fr 
Its automatic record-changer offers nearly an hour of 


design at $179.50.* Both the Capehart and the Capehart- 
Panamuse may be purchased with a modest initial down 


Capehart dealer or write for illustrated booklets. . . . 
The Capehart Division, Farnsworth Television & Radio 


Corporation, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
* Prices slightly highe 


SECAPEHART 


THE FINEST 


record-changer that turns 


nd foreign broadcasts, It 
sound. Jlustrated at the 
at $595.* De Luxe Cape- 
$2500." 

w automatic phonograph- 


om $159.50* to $299.50.* 


Above is the Sheraton 


convenience, Visit your 


cu the West Coust 
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Scene or two of dramatization were . 
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John C. Leonard Had Sued WIL, St. 


A jury in Circuit Judge Williams’ 
court last week returne a verdict of 
$500 in favor of John Calvin Leonard, 
Chicago, 
station WIL. 
sought $35 
rendered in ass 
obtaining full time from the Federal | 


VARIETY 
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Jury Awards $500 


_ 


Louis, for 


$36,875—For Various Alleged Services 


Communications Commission and for 
acting as ‘radio pastor’ for five years 
and $1,875 for commissions on the 
sale of radio time. 
The verdict for 

latter claim. 

Energine’s Quizzer 

Hollywood, Dec. 12. 


St. Louis, Dec. 12. 


in his $36,875 suit against $500 was on the 


In two counts Leonard 
for services allegedly 
isting the station in| 


Audience quizzer, ‘What Would 
Kk Have Done?’ which has been 
| 


under Energine sponsorship over 
NBC blue network starting Jan, 29 
Stack-Goble bought it from Music 


CENTRAL | Corporation. 
GUNNAR BACK AT WJSV 


Washington, Dec. 12. 


announcing staff. 

Gunnar Back 
WJNC, West Palm Beach, will re- | 
place Warren Sweeney who recently 
packed his bag for the New York 
office of CBS. | 

Back is a former professor of Eng- 
lish who taught at University of 
Wisconsin, Has an M.A. and B.A. 
after his name, in addition to call let- 


| 


| KFAR, Lincoln, Neb., 
| Minneapolis. 


JOHN BLAIR & CO., Representative 


,; amplified over 


| Minnesota Town's E 


CHRISTMAS IN WINONA 


phasis on Holi- 
day Via Radio 
Winona, Minn., Dee. 12. 
Christmas is being sold big over 
stetion KWNO. 
Claus interviewed 
Three times a day, 
time, station broadcasis 
musie providea by church choirs, or- 
ganists and schools. Programs are 
p.a. and fed 


on Main street. 
a half hour each 
Christmas 


system 


‘to public direct in shopping district, 


kicking around here for years, goes | 


Community carols wll be 


Opened with Santa | 


broad. | 


cat from local theatre and with the |! 


aid of a new mobile unit station will 


pick up midnight mass Christmas 
eve. 
£ ation is joining the Transconti- 


nental system. 


‘Musical Mood Wrong 


Still another addition to the WJSV Spangled 


. program director of | dial-twisters 
'symphs put them 


Before WDAS Anthem 


Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 
Winding up its late program of 
| symphonic recordings with the ‘Star 


Bannev’ has brought 
squawks from WDAS listeners. The | 
claim soothing! 


to sleep and they 
have to awake suddenly to rise for 
the national anthem. 


But if the station stons playing the} 
anthem it faces charges of being un- 


patriotic. 


St. Louis Board of Aldermen last 


ter experience with WXYZ, Detroit; | week resolved Ray C. Schroeder, ‘Mr. 
and WTCN, | Fixit’ on WIL for his 


aluable serv- 
ice to this community.” 


| 
| 


economie injury lines. 


'o’ WHO, another B. J. Palmer sta- 
‘tion, in February of last year. 


Not Like New York 


Boston, Dec. 12. 

Since Nan Howard, account 
exccutive at WEEI, moved to the 
artist colony on T-Wharf, she has 
dispensed with alarm clocks. 

The captain of a boat making 
daily trips by her studio win- 
dows blows a_ whistle every 
morning and waits for her wave 
of greeting before he puts on full 
steam. 


KTSA SUES FCC 


Seeks Right to Intervene 
Economic Injury Allegation 
San Antonio, Dec. 12. 

KTSA, denied the right to partici- 
pate in the hearing scheduled on the 
application of KMAC, local seeking 
a regional assignment, has filed in 
Washington, D. C., asking the District 
of Columbia Federal Court to enjoin 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission from holding the hearing 
until KTSA has been permitted to 
participate and offer evidence on 


KMAC application was to have 
been heard on Nov, 14 but has been 
postponed. 


Lottridge at WOC 


Des Moines, Dec. 12. 
”. Bury] Lottridge has been named 
manager of WOC, Davenport. He 
had been with the sales department 


THE 


SMOOTHIES 


BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 


Recording for Bluebird and Victor 
Listen to “‘Myrtle”’ 
on Bluebird and 
Little Red 
on Victor with Hal Kemp 


Washington, Dec. 12. 

Final adjudication of the ‘economic 
interference’ issue troubling broad- 
casters and the FCC was assured this 
week by the Supreme Court while 
the District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals simultaneously entertained 
another appeal from a regulator's 
decision which was challenged as 


WATTS 
820 


ON THE DIAL 
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*2,214,269,000 
MARKET 
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BY EDWARD PETRY & CO. 
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interest. In a series of important le- | 
gal moves within a few hours of each 
other, the U. S. Supreme Court 
agreed to review the Sanders case, 


in which WKBB, Dubuque, Ia., is | 


seeking to stave off competition and 
the intermediate bench took jurisdic- 
tion over the tiff between WMBR, 
Jacksonville, and a newcomer, but | 
declined to ogle a similar argument 
involving WOKO, Albany, 
dack Broadcasting Co., and Troy 
Broadcasting Co. 


juve appeal is possible—despite the 


| action of the regulators will ‘de- 


stroy’ 
Adiron- | 


| Miller explained. 


The significant Sanders case goes | 
up on petition of the commish, which | 
was defeated in an attempt in the | 


lower court to put over the doctrine | 
of ‘damnum absque inuria’ by main- 
taining that economic harm does not 
provide an appealable interest. 
ders Bros., owner 
initially to keep the Dubuque Tele- 
graph-Herald from getting papers 


for a new transmitter but 
reversal in the Court of Appeals, 
which sent the entire proceedings 


matter of 
nsee from 


back for findings on the 
loss to an existing lice 
added competition. 

This tiff will have far-reaching 
consequences, particularly in view of 
the strict way in which the FCC now 
is applying the rule on intervention 
in its own proceedings. In seeking 
a review, the commish, with Solicitor 
General Robert M. Jackson signing 
the documents, said the Court of Ap- 
peals erred in holding the decision 
‘arbitrary and capricious’ as well as 
in taking jurisdiction. Should the 
highest bench that 


agree 


this sort are not appealable, oppor- 
tunity of fighting rivals will be 


greatly minimized. Although 


San- | 
of WKBB, failed | 


“Economic Injury’ Issue Nearer To 
Final Supreme Court Determination 


(improper and liable to injure public | in 


won a. 


| 


TELEVISION JOB 
PROMISES STOPPED 


Crackdown by ¢ the Federal Trade 
Commish on Midland Television, 
Inc., Kansas City, has resulted in 
agreement by the company that it 
will discontinue ‘misleading’ adver. 
tising. It gives residence and cor- 
respondence courses in radio and 
television. 

School agreed to quit stipulating 
in its ads that students are y irtually 
assured jobs as radio engineers when 
they finish their course. Also must 
stop representing that the sole pur- 
pose of the school is to help students 
make more money. 


Gospel Ass’n Renews 


Mutual has received another 52. 
week contract for its religious com. 
mercial, Old-fashioned Revival pro. 
gram. This Sunday evening serieg 
uses 40 stations. Sponsor js Gospel 
Broadcasting Assn. 

Gospel event has been on this net. 
work since Sept., 1936. 


the Troy case, where Justice 
Miller discussed past opinions on the | 
interference issue before siding with | 
the commish attorneys. Sutton was | 
attorney for petitioners In each in- | 
stance. | 

The intermediate court has held | 
| contentions of the FCC—where the 
but 


interests are 
incidentally,’ 


an existing station 
where the latter's 
fected ‘only 


not 
af- 
Justice 
Decisions are in- 
vulnerable, he added, if the FCC 
made proper findings that no damage 
to the pane will result. 


‘Ohio Oil Co. Extends 
Cherniavsky From WLW 


Cincinnati, Dec, 12. 
Ohio Oil Company's Friday night 
30-minute program, Marathon Melo- 
dies, originating on WLW, extended 
from five to 10 stations last week. | 
Present outlets are WSPD, Toledo; 
WOWO, Fort Wayne, Ind.: WENR, 


Chicago; WGBF, Evansville, Ind.: 
WBOW, Terre Haute, Ind.: KWK, St. 
Louis; KTOK, Oklahoma City: | 
KGKO, Fort Worth, Tex., and 


KGBX, Springfield, Mo. | 

Program has Josef Cherniavsky’s | 
WLW orchestra, with Sylvia Rhodes 
as vocalist. Listeners receive cash 


| prizes for submitting tune titles used 


in making up sentences for audience | 


| participation. | 


cases of | 


the | 


| whole appeal turns on the jurisdic- | 


length 


| ised, the intermediate court 
effect it will not protect pocketbooks | 


the 
issue is due to 
Government 
that 


‘economic 
be settled, for 
attorneys declared 
competition is the 


tional point, 
ence’ 
the 


interfer- | 


‘very foundation of the radio broad- | 


under the 1934 statute. 
Owner Doesn't Count 
While this airing was 


cast industry’ 


being 
said in 


of industry members unless they 
demonstrate that the public also will 
be hurt by more competition. 
opinions by Associate Justice Justin 
Miller further cleared up the con- 


| fused situation, showing how present 


license holders can fight rivals and 
charting a course mid-way between 
two previous decisions which seemed 
in many respects contradictory. 
Giving both FCC general counsel 
and former  commish _ barrister 
George O. Sutton each a victory the 
District of Columbia Court of Ap- 
peals dismissed the appeals of WOKO 
and Adirondack Broadcasting Co., 
fighting a grant to the Troy Broad- 
casting Co., but agreed to look over 
the argument between parties in 
Jacksonville. The most important 
exposition of the jurists’ views was 


prom- 


Two | 


Account handled by the Byer & 
Bowman agency, Columbus. 


TELEVISION 
GOES 
HIGH- 
SOCIETY! 


During the past seven months 
the magicoftelevision has flashed 
to audiences a wide variety of 
programs including outstanding 
news events, championship con- 
tests in sports, and the finest 
offerings of stage and screen. 
For the first time Television 
will bring on Friday night of 
this week, one of the top flight 
society events of the year. 
From the grand ballroom of 
the Waldorf-Astoria—one end 
of which has been converted into 
a mammoth television studio—" 
will be telecast all the glamour 
and excitement of the first Tele- 
vision Ball. This social event is 
sponsored by the Goddard 
Neighborhood Centre for the 
purpose of raising funds to main- 
tain its social service work. 
Through the cooperation of 
NBC, RCAand RCAM the fash- 
ion and floor show will be put on 
the air in sight-and-sound ovef 
W2XBS from 11 to midnight. 


NATIONAL 
BROADCASTING 
COMPANY 


The World’s Greatest 
Broadcasting System 
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TRANSCRIPTION 
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Blunk Maestro, New York City. 
Deal 


exaggeration. It's definitely the fi 


| Why Publishers Die Young 


Blank: One can almost smell a hit, and I have one without 


rst big smash hit of 1940 and the 


tile is ‘Blank.’ Would you be kind enough to program it as quickly 


as possible for me? 
regards. 


Joe Publisher, New York City. 


I will genuinely appreciate it. 


Kind personal 
Joe Publisher. 


Have been wondering about the peculiar odor around my office. 
Now that your wire regarding the smelling of a tune has definitely 


cleared up this mystery I am sendi 
which, you so aptly pointed out, st 


ng you back post haste one ‘Blank’ 
inks. Sincerely, 
Blank Maestro. 


Leading Publishers Chose Warner Contract Mostly | 


In Preference to 
4 


Under the pressure of an_ ulti- 
maium set for last Monday (11) the 
majority of publishers have entered 
into agreements for a new standard 
writers’ contract with the Song- | 
writers Protective Association. With | 
two forms of contracts to choose | 
from, most of the pubs accepted the 
one that the Warner Bros. group haa | 
negotiated with the SPA last Oc- |! 
tober. Indications are that every | 
major publisher will have his con- | 
tract on file with the association by | 
the end of this week. 


| 


Reason that most of the publishers 
preferred the WB form to the one! 
that Julian T. Ateles had negotiated | 
recently in behalf of the Metro- 


Robbins group was because the 
former form contained a provision | 
which states that should the SPA! 


make a contract granting more fa- 
vorable terms to another publisher | 
the signator of Form No. 1 will be | 
entitled to the same favorable terms. | 
Both forms of agreement are only 
enforceable until May 1, 1940. The 
publisher may at that time either 
ask that the instrument be rewritten 
or pick up his option on the same 
agreement for another seven years. 
Among those that had accepted the | 
Warner Bros. form by yesterday 
(Tuesday) were Shapiro, Bernstein 
& Co., Mills Musie, Inc., Irving Berlin, | 
Inc., Ager, Yellen & Bornstein, Olman 
Music Co., E. B. Marks, the Max 
Dreyfus group, and Mercer & Morris. 
The Berlin and A, Y&B contracts 
were not approved by the SPA be- 
cause each coniained a rider clarify- 
ing the ‘favored nations’ clause 
which had been attached by the 
firms’ counsel. Francis Gilbert. The 
SPA took the position that the 
rider's verbiage was too involved for 
the association and that it would 
prefer to have its counsel] issue let- 

ters covering the same subject. 
Publishers which took the Abeles 
form included  Santly-Joy-Select, 
Inc, Southern Musie Co., Schuster 
& Miller and Leeds Musie Co. The 
more imporiant points that distin- 
two forms of agree- 


1. Under the WB form there can 
be no bulk deals for any rights 
Outside of sheet music. The Abeles 
form requires that such deals may 
be made w th the written consent of 
the SPA, 

2. Under the provision dealing 
With television and other rights not 
known now, the Warner form states 
that no such license can be granted 
without the consent of the writer. 
The Abeles form Says that it can’t 
be done without the written consent 
of the SPA in behalf of the writer 
M each instanee. 

3. The Abeles form declares that 
the publisher shall not grant a 
phonograph license for less than the | 
Statutory rate (2c) without the con- 
sent of the SPA. The WB version 
8 silent on the subject. 


Danny Collins to General 


ppanny Collins has given up agent- 
hae his own to rejoin the General 
Usement Corp. This time it is in 


Collins Jett. thi i i 
r is booking office a 
Couple years aco. 


Risen Yeung composing violin 
Ce for use by Jascha Heifetz on 


| foreign 


Songwriters Ultimatum Got Action 


Other Document 


the five brothers who organized the 
former Joe Morris Music Co., died in 
Miami Dec. 6. He was secretary 
and treasurer of the firm but devoted 
himself exclusively to the brothers’ 
jobbing division in Philadelphia. 
The only brother now surviving is 
Joe, who resides in Florida. Other 
brothers were Hymie, Sol and Mark. 

Surviving also is his widow and 
a daughter. Bill Jacobs, of Sam 
Fox's sales staff, is the hus- 
band. Burial was in Philadelphia 
Monday (11). 


NOT OPPOSING 


| or near 


Board of directors of the Music | 
Publishers Protective Association lasi | 
week went on record as Offering no | 
opposition to the Shotwell copyright | 
bill as it now stands. The board | 
meeting did question whether it} 
would be good judgment at this time 
for the United States to become a 
party to the Berne copyright conven- 
tion, not merely because of present 
international relations but because 
membership would require drastic 
readjustment in the U. S. 
rectors of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
had the week before voted its ap- 
proval of the Shoiwell measure. 


At the same MPPA meeting Ed- 
win H. (Buddy) Morris re- 


elected president, Lesier Santly was 
named v.p., Jack Mills, secretary, 
and Jack Bregman, treasurer. 


DR. WILLY GROSZ DIES 
WHILE PLAYING PIANO 


Dr. Wilhelm (Willy) Grosz whe, 
as the Anglicized ‘Hugh Williams 
(his name translated, and reversed) 
wrote international son; 
hits from London, died suddenly of 
a heart attack at the home of friends 
in Forest Hills, N. Y. suburb, Sat- 
urday night «9). He was 45, 

A refugee Austrian, he went t¢ 
England shortly after Hitlers rise 
in 1933. With Jimmy Kennedy, to 
the Peter Maurice Co., he composed 
‘Isle of Capri,’ ‘Red Sails in the Sun- 
set’ and ‘Harbor Lights,’ which be- 


several 


-came world-wide hits following their 


original publication in 
Grosz also did the scores of several 
films and a fortnight ago 
signed with Warner Bros. to write 
tunes. 

While spending a musical evening 
at the home of Werner Liebman, on 
Saturday, he accompanied Irene 
Jessner, of the Metropolitan Opera, 
Hansi and Rosi Book. They had 
just reached the final words of the 
final trio from ‘Der Rosenkavalier.’ 
and at the words, ‘In God’s Name, 
Dr. Grosz fell backward into the 
arms of his friends. 


His mother, widow and twe chil- 


“oncert tour. 


dren survive. 


law. Di- 


DEMANDS MADE 


‘Orchestras Fail to Distinguish 
Boxoffice Advantages 
Possessed by Rivals Con- 
sidered No Better Musi- 
cally — Want Same Price 


HURTING TOURS 


ONE-NIGHTERS 


 Janies Leaves Berlin 

| 

Hollywood, Dee. 12. 

| Eddie Janies, West Coast represen- 
| tative of the Irving Berlin Music 
| Co., resigned after three years. 


|, He is lining up new connection 
in New York. 


Short-sightedness of band leaders, | 


and more dancehall owners out o 
ishing their own annual income. The 
average band’s only yardstick as to 
its own boxoffice value is what some 
other band got on the same date. 
The leader isn’t interested in his 
comparative drawing power. All he 
knows is that so-and-so got so much 
and certainly his band is as good as 
the other fellow and there's no rea- 
son why he should not get the same 
amount. 


This line of reasoning and action, 
say the band agents, has developed 
ja species of high-pressure tactics 
| that is bound in due time to curtail 
| seriously the amount of one-nighter 
pees A band hears that its office 
has booked another orchestra into 
'a traveling engagement for a guar- 

aniee of $750 or $1,000 as against 

60°, of the night's take and it de- 
mands the same terms or it won't 
{got out. As the result of this situ- 
ation the average promoter is in 
ithe red after a few name _ band 
| importations and he gambles along 
until his bankroll runs out or until 


There was a time, recall the 
agents, when a band up on the crest 
it would be content 
$150 or $200 a night, if it could be 
assured of an almost unbroken tour, 
but now the units in the No. 2 and 3 
ranks hold out for the $750 or $1,000 
which some toprater had recently re- 
ceived in the same spot, even though 
they realize that the price means 
a loss for the dancehall operator. 


The same _ conditions, state the 
_bookers apply to the theatre field. 
Some operators with several houses 
decided to try out a name band 
policy. He starts off with the or- 
chestra in the upper. popularity 
brackets and does a nice business. 
It is when he turns to the orches- 
tras in the nether levels that his 
headaches really materialize. The 
latter units want to know what the 
booking office got for the initial 
batch and it is by these top figures 
that they pitch their demands. The 
circuit operator pays but it isn’t 
long before he starts losing money, 
and in a few weeks he has chucked 
his band policy altogether. 


| complain the booking offices, is re- | 
sponsible not only for driving more | 
ft | 


business but for appreciably dimin- | 


with | 


|action against them by Frank J. Pall- 


DISC TANGLE 


Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
' ciation will not attempt to intervene 
|in the appeal on the RCA Victor- 
'Paul Whiteman case which is cur- 
rently before the U. S. circuit court 
of appeals, N. Y. Decision not to take 
any part in the test suit over the 
right to broadcast phonograph rec- 
ords, at least for the time being, was 
made at a meeting of the MPPA’s 
'board. Julian T. Abeles, counsel for 
the Metro-Robbins group, has de- 
'clared his intention to file a brief in 
behalf of his client, but so far he 
hasn't done anything in that direc- 
tion. 

| Victor last week failed in its ef- 
| fort to eliminate WNEW, N. Y., as a 
party to the appeal. The disc manu- 
factur had asked the circuit court to 
dismiss WNEW’s application as an 
/appellant but the court took the 
|view that the issues were so com- 
| plicated that it would be best to hear 
| the arguments of all sides of the case. 
'The appellants have until Dec. 21 to 


Publishers and Recording Artists May 
Co-Administer Coin Machine Fees 


+ 


Publishers and ‘interpretive’ artists 
jJast week moved another step toward 
an alliance between them on the 
proposal to co-administer the collec- 
tion of special fees on phonograph 
records used in coin-operated ma- 
chines. Lawyers representing sev- 


eral major publishers met at the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion’s offices and voice. the opinion 
that such amalgamation of interested 
parties would be legal and practical. 


The next move will be to settle the 
question as to how the proceeds are 
to be shared. The interpretive artists 
have suggested making it 50-50, but 
it is understood that the writers will 
insist that they be considered sepa- 
rately and that the split be made an 
equal third for them, the publishers 
and the interpretive artists. Under 
the new contract between publishers 
and the Songwriters Protective Asso- 
ciation the former are required to 
consult the SPA or their writers on 
any deals excepting sheet music. 


MUSIC PUBS 
DUTCH 
SONG THEFTS 


Method of protecting musical 
copyrights from piracy in the Neth- 


file their records and the chances are | €rlands is being sought by publishers 
that oral arguments won't be heard | here as the result of recent high 


until February. 


SAM FOX CO. GENERALLY 
DENIES $100,000 SUIT 


The Sam Fox Publishing Co., filed | 
a general denial in N. Y. federal 
court Wednesday (6) to the $100,000 


ma, Jr., and Stanley Warner. A| 
counter-action for $3,568 was also | 


| filed, based on alleged non-payment | 


of a promissory note. 

The first suit claims that the plain- 
tiff sold their Pallma Music Publish- 
!ing Co., of Chicago, to Fox. They 
seek payment of royalties on for- 
eign rights, mechanical reproduction 
rights, film rights and radio righis. 
Book publishing royalties, failure to 
list the plaintiffs’ songs in the mu- 
sical catalog of the defendants, 
failure to pay certain debits, and} 
failure to keep special accounts take | 
up the balance of the action. | 


802 Investigating Radio Lines 


| 


|considered a 


ithe copyright 


court rulings in The Hague that 


works of United States writers are 
not covered there by reciprocal 
agreements. 

Shapiro-Bernstein, in  collabora- 
tion with the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association, has assigned its 
counsel, Alfred Beekman, of House, 
Grossman, Vorhaus & Hemley, to 
study the possibilities for gaining 
protection in Holland. Latter is not 
major market, but 
MPPA fears to allow alleged piracy 
to take place in any country, no mat- 
ter how minor, on the basis it may 
lead to bad precedent in other coun- 
tries. 

Upsetting Shapiro-Bernstein is the 
recent ruling of a Dutch tribunal 
against 20th Century-Fox Film on 
‘Daddy Long Legs,’ which was made 
into a Dutch picture without permis- 
sion. Court held that any work to 
be considered piracy-proof undcr 
the Berne pact, basic international 
copyright treaty. must actually be 
published in a country signatory 1o 
the agreement. United States is not. 
Merely issuing the work in the coun- 
try or distributing it through a na- 
live firm is not enough, court held, 
but the actual physical work of 
printing must be done there to make 
valid under the re- 


Wants Facts on Whether Bandleaders Pay for Net | ciprocal arrangement concerning the 


Wires and $3 Union 


Indications were given at a mect- 
ing of Loeal 802°s executive board 
yesterday (Tuesday) that the union 
will soon embark on a wholesale in- 
vestigation of the remote broadcast | 


\line situation in New York City. | 
London. | 


Under the proposed inquiry band 
| leaders who have network or station | 
|lines emanating from their current 
spots would be called before the | 
board to tell whether they are pay- | 
ing for the lines themselves and | 
whether the $3 broadcast tax for each 
'man in the unit is coming out of 
\their own pockets. It is anticipated 
that the majority of such bands will | 
sive an affirmative answer. 

The Jocal’s probe will be actuated 
not by one of its own regulations, but 


by the execu- | 


la rule handed down 


tive board of the American Federa- 
tion of Mucicians Jast summer which 
held thet it wes unfair competition 


secretary-treasurer. 


for any member to advertise himself 
on the radio. The AFM board took | 
the position that the circumstance | 
that a band was able to advertise | 
over the air constituted an unfair ad- | 
vantage over others that could not | 
afford to do the same thing. 


Ft. Wayne Union Elects 


Ft. Wayne, Dec. 12. 


H. James Flack, attorney, has been | 
elected president of the Fort Wayne | 
Musicians Union for the sixth con- | 
secutive year. W. M. Sayer was! 
elected vp. and Robert A. Jellison, 


C. G. Behmer, Perry A. Snhober, | 
Leo Stucky, and P. T. Weaver were 
named members of the executive 
board. 


| Berne treaty which VU. S. has with 
Tax From Own Pockets 


+ 


Holland 


‘PRETTY MAIDEN’ SONG 
SUIT VS. BILLY ROSE 


Another action involving the ‘Flo- 
radora Sextet’ song, ‘Tell Me Pretty 
Maiden,’ was filed in the N. Y. su- 
preme court Friday (8) by April 
Productions, Ine. (Shuberts), against 
Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe, 


Inc. Action was disclosed by an ap- 
plication to examine Rose before 
trial. 


Suit seeks $25,000 damages and an 
injunction, and claims the unautho- 
rizec use of the sextet in Rose’s night 
club. A general denial is the greater 
part of the answer, with an affirma- 
tive defense, claiming the sextet has 
been in the public domain since 1927, 
when the copyright ran out. 
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VARIETY 


Performance Boost Unlikely in Canada 


Claim That a Radio Fees Are Too saa 


Gets Little Encouragement 
+ 
Montreal, Dee. 12. | ’ 
Canadian Per rp rm ng Rights) VICTOR S EXPLOITATION 
Society is making another bid for in- 


creased royalties from radio broad- 
casting for 1940, submitting vriefs to 


Wants Bands to Paint Trademark On 
Big Drums 


the Copyright Appeal Board which on 
is holding its annual meeting at As exploitation Victor is prevail- | 
Ottawa to consider the CPRS tariffs, ing upon all its bands to paint the | 
on copyright musical works, but ins) Victor trademark on bass drums. Hal 
dications are not very favorable for Kemp already has done it and Larry 
a higher rate. Canadian Association Clinton, Sammy Kaye, Glenn Miller, 
of Broadcasters (independent’ and Gray Gordon and others, are follow- 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora-| ing, 
tion (government) naturally oppose! Puppet Opera show now at the 
higher fees for musical works. | American Music Hall, New York, 
Broadcasters last year kicked in! partially subsidized by Victor for the 
with eight cents for each radio re-' advertising derived, goes out on a 
ceiving set in Canada with CPRS road tour this month, opening at In- 
this year trying to get royalty of 14 dianapolis Dec. 18. Puppet action is 
cents per set used in Canada. Coun-! synchronized to songs on Victor 
sel for the Canadian Performing | records by Laurence Tibbett, Gio- 
Rights Society chargetl that Canada| yannj Martinelli, Lily Pons, Ben- 


was the only country in the world | jamino Gigli, Galli Curci, and others. | 
where composers are underpaid.! Show makes a tour of eastern and 
Justice MacLean, chairman of the| midwestern keys and shifts to Can- 
Copyright Appeal Board, said that) qq in the spring. 

unless CPRS had new proof to sub-| 

mit there was no need for repetition tm 

of previous argument. Co Unionized 

Attorneys for the broadcasters said | ntac en 
that present rate of eight cents per | C | Sa S if . 
set was adequate compensation for | ompletely ns tri €, 
use of copyright musical material | P d f Bi 
and that nothing had entered into | rece ent or DIZ 
the picture during the past year to | 
warrant a higher royalty basis. 

Objections were also made by the! Music publishing industry has be- 
Musical Protective Association of | come 100% unionized as far as con- 
Canada against proposal of the CPRS| tactmen are concerned. Contracts 
that fairs and exhibitions be com-| between publishers and the contact- 


pelled to pay part of royalty fees; men’s union were formally ex- 
about 15 days in advance. MPAC, changed last Friday (8). It makes 
thought they could see possibility | the first industry matter in years 


that has been carried through with- 
out considerable cross-action, re- 
of royalties by every use of music. crimination, etc., according to com- 
Musical Protective Association of | ments heard within the trade the 
Canada also moved to protect roving | past week. 
film exhibs, who put on picture shows All major firms have turned in 


that a ruling of this kind might 
eventually lead to advance payment 


| 


(Hope Diamond) McLean, in Wash- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


_MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


in tiny hamlets, from proposed ri | their agreements and the only one | 
cense of $10 for machine operated| among the small concerns that has 


less than six months and 320 for ma- | declared its intention not to sign | 

chines used from six months to a} with the union is Red Star. 

year. MPAC claimed that travelling | 

exhibitors maks such small profits 

that license would work a hardship | the Rainbow Room (N, Y.) maestro, 

on them, was cleared of any 
Argument was also heard from | toward contactmen. The council, by 


RCA-Victor against proposal of the | 
Canadian Performing Rights Society | 


that a fee of $7 per annum should be 
levied on coin-operated gramo- 
phones. RCA-Victor protested 
since they manufactured these ma- 
chines in Canada, company should 
not be penalized because of imported 
coin machines, 


FT. WORTH AREA ACTIVE 
Ft. Worth, Dec. 12. 


Johnny Burkarth’s orchestra plays | 


for the holiday season (Dec. 
Jan. 2) at Lake Worth Casino. 

Blackstone Hotel opens its Vene- 
tian room for the first 
season Dec. 22 with Hyman Wald- 
mans orchestra. 

Larry Kent is at the Hotel Texas 
Den until New Year's. 


13 to 


that | 


time this | 


resolution, took the 
there was nothing wrong or anything 
that reflected unfavorably on con- 


At a meeting of the union’s ex- | 
ecutive council last week Ben Cutler, | 


‘antagonism’ | 


position that | 


| tactmen in the letter which Cutler | 


had addressed to the publishing 
‘trade. Cutler’s letter had suggested | 
that contactmen, when calling on 


him, wear evening clothes and also 
| refrain from smoking when passing 
|}in and out of the Rainbow Room. 
Resolution was proposed by George 
| Marlo, the union's prez. 


Program of ‘Old Fashioned Melo- 
| dies’ conducted by Charles Stark will 


| cally on WABC, New York, 
| ning Jan. 18. Airs daily except Sun- 
day at 8:15 a.m. 

Consists of semi-classical 


| 
| WABC’S STARK IN GRAVY 
| 


music. 


December 13, 193 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Dec. 8, 1939) 


Dec. 31 on Sunday 
Clips Meyer Davis 


Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 
Add New Year's Eve casualties: 


For the first time in 20 years ah 
Meyer Davis, the nation’s leading South of the Silapir 
For the past decade Davis has been Lilacs in the Robbing 


#1 Didn't Know What Time It Was Too Many Girls’), Chappel! 


ington. This year the event, the *Over the Rainbow CWizs urd of On Pree rea Feist 
most lavish in the Capital, was called Morning (‘Babes in Chappel! 
night. Beer Barrel Polka. +. Shapiro 


In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room...........Circle 
*Filmusical. +~Production. 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. 


Followi lizati th bin t 
senting part of the Herbert J. Yates e5 ° soc is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
interests, has decided to appeal the | NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
decision which N. Y,. supreme court; Monday through Sunday (Dec. 4-10). Total represents accumulated 


Justice Pecora handed down sev- | performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. tol am. Symbol * 
eral weeks ago on a preliminary mo- 


Old American Record 
(Yates) Decides To 
Pecora Decision 


tion in connection with the Craw- |, denotes film song, t legit, all others are pop. 
ford Musie Corp.'s $195,000 suit | GRAND 
against the former dise manufac- TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
turer. Crawford is suing to recover| All the Things You Are...#Very Warm for May.. Chappell 
royalty alleged due on_ licenses! Can I Help It....... 
chased by CBS. OE «Shapiro .............- 3 
ustice Pecora refused to grant the| Oh Johnny, 
ARC's request that Crawford be} Stop! It's Wonderful...*Mask and Wig Show....Spier .......... — 
ordered to state a separate cause of | Scatterbrain 29 
action for each license agreement! I Didn't Know What Time...*#Too Many Girls...Chappell ............ 25 
against the ARC in behalf of their| the 20 
own clients on similar grounds until! who Told You I Cared?. *Kid Ni: ny ale. 20 
ARC announced that it was taking | Are You Havin’ Any Fun?...¢Scandals.......... Crawford 
the preliminary issue to the ay | Faithful Forever. ..*Gullis Travel 
counsel have decided to defer filing | Good Morning...*Babes in Arms. Chappell ............ 
until the latter court has acted on | Indian Summer. Witmark ... 
the appeal. The other pubs that pro- | of Heaven......... 
group, the Warner Bros. group and you're a Lucky Guy...#Cotton Club Parade..... Witmark .. . 8 
Mills Music, Inc. | It's a Hap-Hap-Happy Day...*Gulliver’s Travels..Famous .... cute 
Music No tes White Lies and Red Roses. 
in the Moonlight. Gulliver r’s Travels..Famous ... 
Jimmy McHugh checked off the! Tittle Red Fox...*That’s Right—Y ou're Wrong..Feist ...... 
Paramount lot after writing four, Fit to Be Tied...*That's Right—You're Wrong.. Feist ..... eee 
songs for ‘Buck Benny Rides Again.’ Little Street in Singapore..... 10 
' songs for use in ‘Village Barn | 
Ditties are ‘Howdy Neighbor’ and 
‘Hail to Lyndale.’ 
nside Stu —Music 
Jack Robbins has released the tune | 
|‘Thank Your Stars’ to Willie Horo-, 
| witz and Abner Silver who last week | 
acquired the Joe Davis catalog. The; David Graves George, who has been litigating with Victor over the au 


CHARLIE WAR 


LITTLE SHEPHERD OF MY DREAMS 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc., 799 Seventh Ave., New York, N. Y. 


REN, Prof. Mgr. 


/song had been turned in to Robbins 


be backed by Oxo boullion cubes lo- | 
begin- | 


thorship of ‘The Wreck of the 97’ since 1927, will likely find himself ina 
dilemma, even if the higher court upholds a judgment of $11,000 that he 
had obtained against Time magazine in a libel action. The Victor Co. 
e is filed an attachment against this money to cover a judgment it got ina 

Camden, N. J., court, in connection with court costs over ‘The Wreck 


several weeks ago by Silver 
Kent and Harold Adamson. 


, Walter 


Sigmund Krumgold scoring ‘Open- | 


|ed By Mistake’ at Paramount. litigation. | 
wee AN | After obtaining new counsel, George last week took ‘The Wreck’ case 1 f 
: the U. S. supreme court for the third time. His new lawyer applied for 
Juggy Gayles shifted to Irving permission to present a petition asking that the case be reopened on the 
Berlin Music with Charley Warren | ground that the top court had, in its decision favoring Victor, made 4 
when the latter switched from | mistake in the law. 
Mercer-Morris. Both recently left 
Witmark to join M-M. George drew another disappointment Monday (11) w hen the U. S su 
| preme Court gave him the cold shoulder for the second time in a month 
Max Steiner gets the scoring jobs " 


'ginia City’ at Warners. 


on ‘The Life of Dr. Ehrlich’ and ‘Vir- | At its opening at the Pennsylvania Hotel, New York, last Friday (7), the 
| Will Osborne orchestra sprung a novelty tune, written by vocalist Dick 


| Rogers but sung by Dale Jones, that was snapped up for publication the 


same evening by Jack Bregman. Tabbed ‘Wouldst I Could But Kiss ThY 


IRVING BERLIN, 


INC. 


799 Seventh Ave., New York, N. Y. 


| ANNOUNCEMENT 


CHARLES WARREN 


NOW IN CHARGE OF PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 


Hand, Oh Babe,’ Rogers had been working on it for several years ' 
Band played it the first rehearsal the afternoon of me 
opening. 


for time at 


‘Please Leave My Butter Alone,’ a new song number, is expected to wit 
immediate popularity in England, although rationing system does 0% 
become effective until Jan. 8. So Edward R. Murrow, CBS European rep, 
said in a broadcast from London. On another recent CBS transatlantic, ne 


said that there were now more dance bands playing in West End spots 
than during the month preceding outbreak of conflict 
United States Record Corporation has increased its capital stock from 


$110,000 to $115,000. Former setup consisted of 2,000 shares preferred at 
$50 par value, and 10,000 common at $1 par value. Preferred remains the 
same, but the common has been hiked to 15,000. Mortimer S. Gordon was 


filing attorney. 


Announcing .. TUCKER'S NEWEST NOVELTY HIT 
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VARIETY 


Aicardi 
Davis 


Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (December 8) 
(December 1) 


below indicate opening day of 


or split week 


Troe Village Barn Club Detisa Millstonee 
Bob Freedley Ore Howard Woods Ore | Dorise Bradley Frank Donia 
Roy Sedley Laura Kellogg Sam Theard June Harlin 


Mousie Garner 
Pfince & Clarke 
Glenda Hope 
Jane Wayne 
Mabel Scott 
Versailles 
M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Orc 
Cross & Dunn 
Marie Spaulding 


Jaye Martin 
Walter Baer 
Elaine & Barry 
Lou Valera 
Montana Wranglers 
Whirling Top 
Geo Maggris Ore 
Eileen reedes 
obhnson 
Bacb icbDonald 


Marion Abernathy 
Wesley Long 
Chippie Hill 

6 Jitterbugs 
Rhythm Will'e 
Charles Isom 

| Pastelle Gls 
Red Saunders 


*Congress Ho 
(Glass Hat 


Johnny Bang 


Jack Roland Ore 
na Riley 


orcison Hotel 
Boston Ovyeter 
House) 
nfred Gotthelf 
ne St Claire 
Nameless 
Diane Henry 


LOS d Earl Backus Ore 
ANG (Peacock Eddie Leon 
Jo era Laupstia DeBoer 


Beverly Wilshire Mg 


Fd Oehman 
D'Amore 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (8), 
Jimmy Dorsey 
Betty Bruce 


Ted Mack 
Jack Durant 
Charles Carr 
World's Fai 
Sinclair Sis 


Allan Jones 
Mary Marita 
Jolhuny Green Ore 
Arnuant Bros 
Matlisaa Mason 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (3) 
Auleaws Sis 
Jolnuy Davis Ore 
Down Murphy 
D-Val Merle & Dee 
LINCOLN 
Deeatuc (11 “anty) 
Dead End kids 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (30) 


fisds MeCoy Ore 
Beunate sis 


Marlow 
ters & Rollins 
Simpson Co 
Red Dust 
rEORIS 
Palace (8-9) 
Dead End Kids 
ROCKFORD 
Coronado» (12-13) 
Dead End 
SIOUX 
Capitol (8-12) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
SPRINGFIELD 
Orpheam (10 only) 
Dead End Kids 
WAUKEGAN 
Genesee (14 onty) 
Dead End Kids 


RKO 


NEW YORK CITE 
Music Hall 

Edwina Eustis 

Siadlers 2 

Hilda Eehler 

Rwkattes 

de Balhet 

Ranee Symph 

BOSTON 
Mewmortal (6-10) 


Jovraine & Rognan 
Johuny Downs 


Bros & M 
9%) 


Kav Kyser Ore 
CINCINNATI 


Albee (3) 
Eavie Cantor Ce 


CLEVELAND 

Palace (8) 
Martha Raye Co 
qi) : 


Herzogs 
Steve Evans 
DeVal Merle & Dee 
4 Ink Spots 
Bert Wheeler 
COLUMBUS 
Proctor’s (1) 
Martha Raye Co 
DAYTON 
Colonial (1) 
Ted Lewis Orc 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (6) 
Blackstone 


Warner 


NEW YORK CITy 
Sirand (8) 

Alt Donahue Ore 

Eimrmetc Old Co 

3 Oxford Boys 

Uloria Blake 

VPUCTSBURGH 

Stanley (1) 

6 Juesline Jewels 

Marve Bolero 


Louella Parsons U 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (8) 
Gautier Ca 
Olive White 
Don Rice 
& Maxellos 
Chas Butterworth 
Judy Starr 
Toe Cook Co 
Chester Hale Gls 


Independent 


NEW YORI CITY 
Rexy (9%) 
Harria & Shore 
Allen & Kent 
Sinmp & Siumpy 
Ash Ore 
‘Ceatary (6-9) 


Wilson © Young 
Joan tere 
Beuny Carter Ore 


Windsvwe (3) 
Tadids Powell Ore 
Reity Hutton 
Pat Mooanev 
Co 
& Young 


OKLYN 
Flatbust) (3) 
Bobs Croshyv Ore 
Planees 
& Bros 
Ravmond Wilbert 
(8) 
Retlie Arnaut Ce 
ra‘'e, Jr 
Lovelte Pareone U 
State (10-13) 
3 
Drohan & Dupree 
on & TakFell Co 
BRIDGEPORT 
tvrle (1@) 
Deb 


Rose Marte 
A&M Havel 
Garner & Wilson 
Barbara Co 
{One to fill) 
FLIZABTTR 
Tiberty (8-10) 
Texas Jim Lewlt 
Grace Doro 


Kent & Kaye 
& E Encilish 
Nelson & Nelson 


FALL RIVER 
Empire (5-3) 
Rimacs 
Stnart & Martin 
4 Debs 
Rob King 
Clayton & Phillips 


REEPOKT 
Freeport (7-10) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Les Ghezzis 
Don Cummings 
Rese Ann Stevens 
Norma Calle 
HARTFORD 
State (8-12) 
Follies Rereere 
Riverside (1) 
Dick Powell 
Gene Sheldon 
W & G Ahearn 
Fallidy Tr 
Vauchna 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesefa (1) 
A B Marcus U 
Jack Malerich Ove 
PATERSON 
Majedtic (8-11) 
Darktown Seandals 
Carman (5-7) 
8 St John Pros 
Toy & Wing 
Wed Claire 
Emerson Co 
Fay’s (7) 
Chester Fredericks 
Eddie Stantlev Co 
Paul Svdell & 8 
Flovad Christv 


Tont Mitchell 
16 Lonergan 


dia Parker 
phen tstes 
Cafe Society 
Sulllvan Ove 


ndy Pandleto 


Vin a 
far@ugton 


ndrews Ore 


Club Gauche 
Juan Maula Ore 
Loree 

Marie del Carmen 
Luis Ortiz 


pryant 


Hotel Plaza 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Carolyn Horton 
Medrano & Donna 
Jane Pigkens 


Hote oy-Plaza 
Emile tt! Ore 
ig 
Hotel rit 
Eddie Jar Ore 
Gypsy i 
Velmg@ R 
Glen 
3 
tel Re 
idiv m) 
OMas Bal re 
vrotby Lewis 
3 & J Heasley 
Marie de Forest 
Harriette Haddon 
Rerntece Stewart 
Lucille La Marr 
‘Yhekla Horn 
Norah Gale 
Hetel Roosevelt 


Guy Lombardo Qre 


pelin 
« Mar B 
Drake D 
Gold Coa 


Dickerson 
al} & Johnn 
ld Carter 

Cryor 
Peg hnsoyg 


fe 


Mary Parker 

Billy Danieis 

Ray Noble Ore 

Biltmore Bow) 

Chuck Faster @re 


e 

ad Ore Ss 
therstc 
ernand 


« 


oc cisw ‘ 
7aulSBurkette 
Pat Paige 

Jane Cline 
Kvelyn Campbell 
Gloria Glenmore 


hum 
Bra @ion 


Callgnte Chay 
Orc » 
Walter Pyson 


rl & Jo Leach 
irginia Hayes 
Harriet Smith Gle 


1 Marion Morrow 

He Gage Jane Jones Herd Voote George Slattery 

is Banuelos adage Et Dumpe Bow Wrays Ore 
Cafe La Maze ner Mary Marshall Old Heidelberg 


Raymonds 
Madeline Gardnep 
Solly Ayers 
Stan Rittoff Ore 
Bob-O-Lyn Gis 
Entertainers 
Mollie Malone 
Cecil Manning 
Grace Mack 


Mareus Daly 

Kay Kaley Qre 
Paris ine 

Hardy & Warner 
Louis Hart 
Lucinda & Rosils 
Dominic 
Marg'rite & M'rtinez 


Old Heidelberg Co 
Murray Octeit 
Raonl Kantrow 
Sally Sharrat 

Swiss Hill Billies 
Herbie Orc 


Paddock Club 


Judy Starr 
Hal Chanslor Ore 


Cleb Ball 
George Yount 
Bruz Fletcher 

Cocoanut Grove 
Morton Downey 
Russell Swan Ken Henryson 
Enric Madriguera ©} Eric Massey 


Earl Carrell Henry Mon 
Ken Stevens 
ay 


Hotel Taft 
Cotton Club Light Ore 
T.onis Armstrong O gy Mann 
Alan & Anise 
Kvans 


Bobby 


Emma 
t.ulu Ba 
Willie S 
Harry A 
ilizabet 
El 
Hugo Ma 
Soledad 
& 

Gitan 
Maria 
Gloria Bel 
Woody He 
Terry Law 
Gold 
(Ambassadk 
Ramon Rar 
Joe Howard 
Elia Shields 
Kuby Norton 
PRarbari 
Kita Shaw 
Arilue Beha 
Rudv Madiso 
Will Ward 
Mavion Rober 
Mary Olcott 
Greenwich 


Toe Candutlo 
Jules di Salvo 


Rillvy de Wolfe 
Joan Grey 
Aileen Cook 
Sandra Lynde 
Dolly Recklese 
+ Havana-Madri 
Nano Radtigoe O 
Rosita Rios 
Sergio Ovia 
Kstela & Pape 
Gene Alvarez 
Pedrilo & Chino 
‘Yapia & Mrelovia 
Etha Valladares 
House 
Louis Prima Ore 
Hotel Ambassader 
Del Courtney Ore 
Muvissa Flaves 
Lawrence White 


Hotel Astor 
Diek Wuhn Ore 
Sande Williams Ore 
H'tel Belmont-Plazea 
Rasil Fomeen Ore 
Gloria lave 
Bailev 
Ross Mclean 


Hotel Commodore 
Kaye Ore 


Hotet Bilimore 
Geo Olsen Ove 
4 Bachelors 
Yanner 
Patsy Parker 
Bisis 
Veva Fern 
Aun Durson 
Hotel 
Blue Barroa Ore 
Hoict Howse 
Frankie Masters 
Mariante Frances 
Matihews 
Uillon 


Hatet Lexingter 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Rav Winnev Ore 

Meymo Toot 
Hotet Sineola 

Jan Savitt Ove 


Hatel MeAipis 
J Messaer Ore 
Jeanne Arey 
Hotel New Worker 
Pant Whiteman OF 
Joan Khiwarda 
Clarke Deuns 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Hotel Penasytvania 


Simeor 
Nadia 
Nastia 
Michel 
Mischa 
Volodia 

Sh 

(For 

Jerry B 

Dee Orr 

Madge Mai 

Ann Hudson 

Ed Stiel 

Stork Club 


Avtie Shaw Org 


Gruber: 
Lester 


Suzie ‘Q’ 
Yvonne Nova 
Thelma Marlia 
Texas Lee 
Jerry Gerard 
Red Wilson Ore 
Swingland 
Johnny Long Ore 


Limehouse 
Van Tofis Oro 
Little Clob 
Ollie Bugbie 
Melba Pasauay 
Lea Spencer 


ny Tucher 
Wesley 
Patsy Snvd ey 
Dolly Moss 
Lev Franz Ore 


rdine & Carre}! 
Jane Moran 
Herb Rudoiphs Orc 


Cave Winde 


ert 
Mi 


Coleny Club Al 


George Gould 


Genevieve Val 
Marsh McCurdy 
Three Deuces 
Baby Dodd¢e 
Charles McRride 
Darnell Howard 
Billie Holliday 
Freddie Reed 
Lonnie Johnson 
Tower Ine 
Inez Conan 


Jackie Allen 

Bob Allen 
Helena 

Tessie Mitchell 
C Carrington Ore 


213 Club 
Angela Lee 


Anchorage 
Bradiords 
Johnny Graff On 
Benneo Diceo 
Robert 
see Stoc 
zetti 
romfort. 


he Bem 


tenault 
Kay Keeny 
Stephanie Snyder 
Deiothy Murphy 
Mary Williams 
Trudy Martin 
Pedro Blanco Ore 


Evergreen Casinw 
Maureen & Nova 


Kay Allen 
Joe Cook, Jr 
Cou Ss Monoff 


Nancy Dumont 
Bert McDowell 
Margie Kinkaid 
Villa Moderne 
Parker & Fredg¢ 
Carlos Moling 
Tony Cabot 
Lucia Gare 


Vine 


Marie M 
Colette 


1523 Locust 
thelind Terry 
unbles Shelby 
jusic Hall Gls 
Gloria Ray 
Bernice Berg 
Frances Lenox 
Elaine Black 
Lovene Kheda 
Dolores Merrill 
Kings of Swing Ov 
Peggy McCloud 
Ted & Al Lane 


Hetel Bon Frankits 
Garden Terrace 

Red Norvo Ore 

Peggy MeUail 

D & K Miller 


Gay 00's 
Pete Haves 
Chic Wil'iams Ore 
Cephas & Simnj 
May Joy 
Ethelena 
Peas & Cornbread 


Germantewn Tavera 
Ted Ausiin Ore 
Gruber's Hof draw 
Johny Banner 
Mann & Videll 
Nadine 
Monva Alba 
Gruber Hof Brau @ 
Marie 

Harris Tavera 


Alabama Corinne 

Hobby Lyons 

Greta LaMarr 

Mary Joseph 

Hildebrand’s 

Leslie Sis 

Matio & Therese 

Billy Bru 

Pete Hays 

Lydia White 

Blossom Gis 

Abe Sherr 

Maurice Belmont 

Bobby Lee Ore 

Hildebrand 
Hotel Adelphia 
(Hawaiian Koof) 

Al Vierra Orc 
Jack Lynch's 

(H Walten Beof) 

Harry Richman 

Thelma lee 

Tip, Tap & Toe 

Vincent Rizzo Ore 

Zeeman 

Sob Kussell 

miamour Gis (12) 
Dubrow 

ally Lamarr 

ity Dorn 

ilian Carmes 

arie Hollis 

yn French 

il Fontaine Ore 

rman Hyde 


Jam Session 


y Kreshmer 0 
Thorpe 


tel White Wag 
Ateo, N. J.) 


Bower, 
lauc 

Krave Ore 
ne Hall 
achk’s Grille 
Ve 
y Cahill 
r & Renee 
Fames 
ine Bovie 
te Idler 


(ane 
ltmiller Ore 
mer Club 
Fisber 
Monroe 
Bradiey 
Barnes 
fayes Ore 
Casing 
Beuiay 
te 


Jacksos 

ee 

3 

ges 
amines Ore 
telie 


phice 
renie 
tgomery 


ing 
keller 

drews Sis 
Gaye Dixon 
Musie Vall Boye 
Peter Sis 
Jackie Miles 
Phyllis Meritt 
Victor Hugo Ore 
Melba 

Manoa ina 

Bob Ridley 
Edyth Sallade 
Frank Cuneo Ore 


Dianni Rochelle 


2 
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VARIETY 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


Wedn 


esday, December 13, 1939 


On the 


| 


Upbeat 


Georgie Auld orchestra rehearsing , 
all this week for its opening Friday 
(7) at the New York Roseland. Four | 
new men set with a fifth tenor sax | 
change contemplated. Henry Adler 


Albany, N. Y. Placed by Stan 
Zucker. 
Johnny Duffy, Pittsburgh swing 


organist who recently closed long 


Larry Nixon Will Collab 


With Benny Goodman 


Benny Goodman will soon start 


/ work on a second book, this one in 


collaboration with Larry Nixon, 
travel writer. McBride will pub- 
lish the work which will be tabbed 
‘How to Lead an Orchestra’ and is 
set as part of the firm’s series on 
how to do various chores. Goodman's 


takes over drums, Ronny Perry, Sax; stay there at Nixon Cafe, into the frst writing was done in collabora- 


Jimmie Morreale, trumpet, and 
George Horvath takes string bass | 
spot. 


Glenn Garr replaces Bobby Parks 
band at the Syracuse Hotel Jan. 5. 
for four weeks with four net wires 


per. 


Bobby Byrne renewed at Brook- 
lyn Roseland Ballroom until Jan, 17. 


Jimmy Dorsey plays County Cen- | 
ter, White Plains, N. Y., this Sunday 
(17). 


Al Kavelin does four days at Shali- 
mar, Newark, opening today (Wed- 
nesday). Hal Kemp follows. 


Mercer Ellington band, under 
Duke Ellington’s son, did one-night 
job at Golden Gate Ballroom, N. Y., 
Sunday (10). 


Jimmie Johnson, swing pianist and 
former accompanist for Bessie 
Smith, conducting regular Monday | 
night jam sessions at Cafe Society, | 


N. Y. Roving bandmen sit in. 


Skeeter Palmer returned to the. 
Seneca Hotel, Rochester, N. Y., for) 
its third consecutive season. 


Blackhawk in Chicago for a run, 


Frank Petera, with Jane Erin vo- | 
calist, has opened an engagement at 
Bill Green's Casino, Pittsburgh, re- | 
placing Dick Barrie outfit. 


Louis Chico’s orchestra signed for 
Universal's ‘Oh, Johnny, How You 
Can Love.’ 


Vincent Lopez into the Palace ho- 
tel, San Francisco. 


Chase Bickle now in at Show Boat, 
Dallas. 


Jimmy Joy in at Plantation, Dallas, 
replacing Gus Arnheim. 


Ike Lawrence now at Club Lido, | 


Dallas. 


Johnny Messner and his Hotel Mc- | 
Alpin (N. Y.) orchestra have waxed | 
a sequel for Varsity records to their 


‘She Had to Go and “Lose It At the 
Astor,’ titled ‘She Really Meant to 


It.’ It’s in line with a current 


vogue on the waxers for tunes like 
‘Oh, Johnny, Oh,’ et al. 


BARNET’S BIG SLICE 
IN COLORED HOUSE 


Jules Alberti band went into Show 
Bar, Forest Hills, L. IL, last night 
(Tuesday) replacing Dee Orr. 


George King goes into Henry colored theatre bookings for some | yacht Club (N. J.) 


Grady Hotel, Atlanta, Dec. 23. 


Buddy Breeze, former vocalist with 
Irving Aaronson and Nat Brusiloff, 
rehearsing a band of his own. 


Dick Barrie and orchestra, 
finished at Bill Green’s 
burgh, will open at the Top Hat, 
Union City, N. J. 


just 


Gray Gordon goes 
theatre, Pittsburgh, for week on Fri- 


day (15). Placed by Joe Hiller for 
CRA, 
Duke’ Ellington’ one-nights in 


Pittsburgh Friday (15) for one of big 
society charity events of season, 
Noah’s Ark ball for Shadyside hosp, 
at William Penn hotel. 


Tommy Carlyn’s band out of Pitts- 
burgh opened indefinite engagement 
Tuesday (12) at Club Edgewood in 


in Pitts- | 


into Stanley | 


Success of Charlie Barnet’s orches- 
tra at the Apollo theatre, New York, 
| week ending last Thursday (7) may 
|} open up a new source of revenue in 


| White bands. In on a percentage 
|}and guarantee arrangement, Barnet 
| played to virtual capacity at the 
Apollo and came out with over $6,- 
| 000 as his end, and as a result has 
been booked into the Howard, Wash- 
|} ington, another colored stand, week 
'of Jan. 5. There are similar houses 
in almost all eastern and midwest- 
|}ern keys, some of which, however, 
| are currently closed. Bunny Beri- 
gan’s crew is set to open at the 
| Apollo Friday (15). 


One of the reasons for the intro- 
| spots (Barnet is the only one ever 
to play the Apollo having worked it 
| once before, about five years ago) 
|is the dearth of good, powerful b.o. 
|colored bands. There are only a 
| handful of those and they can’t be 
| repeated at a house too often for 
obvious reasons, forcing use 
mediocre crews. Inasmuch as the 
bands booked are the main draw, 
| films being second rate, it’s under- 
| standable why the theatres have 
| opened bookings to white bands, 


tion with Irving Kolodin, music critic 
of the N, Y. Sun. 


Nixon recently finished collaborat- | 


ing with Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker 
on ‘How to Become An Aviator,’ tak- 
ing over after George Dawes, who 
started as Rickenbacker’s partner, 
died. 


MIKE NIDORF STAYS 


WITH ROCKWELL anes 


Mike Nidorf, a v.p. in General 
Amusement Corp., denied Monday 
(11) that he was accepting a per- 
sonal management proposition from 
Tommy Dorsey. Latter had offered 
him a substantial salary plus a cut 
on the bands which Dorsey has 
organized and helped finance. 


Dorsey is slated to break with 


John Gluskin, his personal manager, 
Jan. 1. 


Band Reviews 


CHARLES MURRAY ORCH (7) 
Stork Club, N. Y. 


Charles Murray, sax-vocalist con- 
ductor of his own smooth septet, 
knows how to dispense the class type 
of dansapation that clicks with the 
choosey Stork Club customers. Mur- 


in Sonny Kendis, long a fave here, 
now shifted to the Detroit Athletic 
Club, but seemingly is in the proper 


HOROWITZ 


Announces the acqui 


copyrights and business of 


JOE DAVIS MUSIC CO. 
Also Introducing a New Catalog 


Thank Your Stars 


By Harold Adamson, Abner Silver and Walter Kent 
(Thanks to Jack Robbins) 


sition of the complete 


Burn Firewood Burn 


By Abner Silver 


and Maurice Sigler 


By Mack David, Manny 


Twilight Troubadour 


Kurtz and Abner Silver 


JOE DAVIS, INC., 1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


groove. For two years he alternated 
summer and winter at the Seagirt 
and Mon Paris 
| (N. Y.), shifting into the Stork from 
the latter assignment. 

Murray’s music is smooth, his own 
He has 


| 


| sax leading a snappy pace. 

a vocal trio and, 
| lingsley, the Stork's host avers, he’s 
| one of the few American bands that 
| can play congas with native eclat. 


| Monchito’s Latins, however, continue | 


| as the alternate orchestra. Abel. 


DEE ORR ORCH (6) 
Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. Y. 


Disc Reviews 


Stuff Smith (Varsity) ‘My Blue 
Heaven’—'My Thoughts.’ Arrange- 
ment gives ‘Heaven’ nice bounce 
with standout violin, sax and trum- 
pet bits. Smith vocals with choral 
background. Reverse in slow tempo 
is unappealing, with neat violin 
touch, 


Ella Fitzgerald (Decca) ‘What Can 
I Say Dear After I Say I'm Sorry’— 
‘Baby, What Else Can I do.’ Two 
fine sides. Former is an arrange- 
ment with a lift with sax standout 
and smart backgrounding for smooth 
flowing vocal by Miss Fitzgerald. 
Standard tune with smart touch. Re- 
verse is slower giving singer's voice 


full play. Occupies most of side. 
| Swell, 

Glen Miller (Bluebird) ‘Who's 
Sorry Now’—‘Blue Rain.’ Smart 


ray is following tough competition | 


as Sherman Bil-| 


treatment of standard and current 
pop. Arrangement gives lift to 
‘Sorry’ and rings in good brass and 
sax work. Reverse is typical Miller 
with interesting background for Ray 
Eberle vocal. He also does first. 


Eddy Duchin (Columbia) ‘It's a 
Hap, Hap, Happy Day’—I Hear a 
Dream.’ Two tunes from worthcom- 
ing ‘Gulliver’s Travels.’ Duchin’s 
treatment makes ‘em both listenable. 
First is neat ensemble stuff with 
Three Earbenders’ vocal and occa- 
sional sax and piano breaks. Re- 
verse is only average vocal by Carol 
Horton but leader's piano gives its 
the needed touch. 


Bob Crosby's Bobcats (Decca) ‘Till 
We Meet Again’—‘The Love Nest.’ 
Both good. First is a punchy ar- 
rangement of standard ballad with 
brass, sax, drums and piano stand- 
out breaks. Reverse similarly 
tempoed with neat clarinet, trumpet 
and sax pieces and always those 
solid drums of Rav Bauduc, 


Bob Chester (Bluebird) ‘Don't 


Make Laugh’—I Thought About|} 
You.” First tune is fair material, | 
nicely arranged and played with} 
good sax break early. Record is 


smoother and surer than new band’s 
first tries. Vocal here though, by | 
Dolores O'Neill, doesn’t keep pace. | 
Reverse has swingy punch with neat | 
; trumpet solo and better vocal by 
same singer. 


Duke Ellington (Columbia) ‘Lady 
in Blue’—'Little Posey.’ Good sides. 
Typically Ellington and at his 
smoothest. First is easy flowing 

| With sax, trumpet and piano breaks. 


' This is a newly-organized unit of | Reverse is speedier and packs punch 


‘duction of white bands into the-e | Piano, drums, bass, trumpet (doub-| with muted brass and saxes riding 


ing sax), and Hammond organ.| high. 
Ancil Sweet, recently of Interna- | 
tional Casino, is at the electric key-| Wildegarde (Decca Album _ 17). 


board, replacing the late Andy An- | Noel 


derson, 
| after the band opened here. 


Coward medley. The Hotel 


who died suddenly shortly | Savoy-Plaza (N. Y.) chanteuse, long 


|a disciple of the Coward style of 


| It was hard at first for the cus-| ballad, does a complete album with 


| tomers here to become accustomed | Ray Sinatra’s expert orchestral as- | 
of | to a dance band with an organ, per-| sistance. 


Selections are ‘I'll See You 


| haps because the volume of the) Again,” ‘Room With a View,’ ‘Some 


Hammond was not well-adjusted to| Day I'll 


Find You,’ ‘Dance Little 


blend with the other instruments. | Lady,’ ‘Zigeuner’ and ‘I'll Follow My 


After some experimenting, however, Secret Heart.’ 


the unit settled down into a well- 
| rounded unit and the terpers gave 
| the music a play. 

| This crew works without a front 
|; man, except for such times 
drummer-leader Dee Orr takes vo- 
cals, the disadvantag2 of this ar- 
rangement being that the fronting 


| of Orr weakens the rhythm section | 


by silencing the drums. His war- 
bling, incidentally, is best on fast 
tunes, with ‘Well, All Right’ espe- 
cially good. 


Pianist Jerry Brainin is featured | tempo. 
and lends solid support to the group. | are tops. 
He’s composed three ditties, includ- | 


ing ‘Chatterbox,’ current plug tune 
in Kay Kyser’s film, ‘That's Right, 
You’re Wrong.’ 


A lot of Music on a small budget | Hote! 


is the main asset of this setup. Un- 
fortunately, it is not a satisfactory 


substitute for a real dance outfit em- | 


bracing four saxes, almost an essen- 


tial for modern dance arrangements, | 


but Orr’s orchestra should keep busy 
in the more subdued niteries and 
hotels. Gilb 


Band Bookings 


as | 


A past mistress in 
|Cowardian interpretations, Hilde- 
| garde has perpetuated all of their 
{charm on these waxes, 


| Eddie LeBaron (Decca Album 63). 
| This tiptop conga album of five disks, 
|10 sides, is the last word in the 
| modern idiom by Eddie LeBaron, No. 
1 Latin music giver-outer at the 
'Rainbow Room, N. Y. The composi- 
| tions are by Lecuona, Grenet, Ortiz 
}and the rest of the ultra-modern 
|standout composers of this new 
LeBaron’s_ interpretations 


Joseph Rines (Liberty 270-1), ‘Ca 
| Fait Boum!’ ‘J’Attendrai’; ‘Rhythm 
| Unfinished’—I Got Rhythm.’ 
St. Regis’ Viennese 
|; maestro, Joe Rines, has made four 


The | 
Roof | 


class disks for Liberty Music Shops, 
one of them, ‘Ca Fait Boum, a 
French waltz destined for wide pop. 
ularity, It’s backed with 
another distinctive French number 
in foxtrot form. ‘Rhythm Unfinished! 
is basically Schubert’s Symphony No 
8 and ‘I Got Rhythm,’ of course is 
by the Gershwins. All done with 
distinction and eclat, Fred Steels 
vocally featured. 


Tommy Dorsey (Victor) ‘All {np 
Fun’—‘Heaven in My Arms.’ Both 
sides fairly good. ‘Heaven’ seems 
strongest material and is smoothly 
sung by Anita Boyer. Nice sax 
team work. ‘Fun’ isn’t much but is 
smoothly arranged with good early 
trombone piece. Miss Boyer also 
vocals. 


Gene Krupa (Columbia) ‘On the 
Beam’ — ‘Hodge Podge.’ Speedy 
tempoed original tune serves neatly, 
Features good sax team and sharp 
piano and trumpet solos. Reverse is 
less speedy but plenty rhythmic 
with smart sax and trumpet interpo. 
lations. Two good sides. 


Jimmy Dorsey (Decca) ‘My Prayer’ 
—You're the Greatest Discovery’ 
Both sides good, but ‘Prayer’ is best 
via what's probably the best ar- 
rangement of it yet made. Organ 
and other instrumental effects make 
it a striking platter. Bob Eberle 
vocal keeps pace. Reverse is neat 
arrangement with good Helen O'Con- 
nell vocal and sock sax lick. 


WILLIAM SMITH’S JAM 


Can't Book Sans License or Get 
License Sans AFM 
Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 
Orchestra Service, band 


United 


land act booking agency, faces shut- 


tering unless it can get the American 
Federation of Musicians to rescind 
the revocation of its license. William 
Smith, head of the service, must first 
get straightened out with the AFM 
before he can settle his jam with the 
State Department of Labor and In- 
dustry. He’s scheduled to appear at 
AFM headquarters in New York this 
Saturday (16). 

The state department threatened to 
| prosecute him for booking acts with- 
lout a license but when he applied 
| Saturday (10) for a license he was 
told that would have to make peace 
with the musicians union. Latter re- 
voked his license on the ground that 
he booked a local band on tour be 
low scale. 


YESTERDAY'S HIT 
TODAY’S REQUEST 


THINE 
ALONE 


Featured in the Paramount 
Film, THE GREAT VICTOR 
HERBERT, with Allan Jones 
and Mary Martin. 


M. WITMARK & SONS 


RCA Building New York 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc., 799 S 


THE FIRST BIG HIT FOR 1940 


CHARLIE WARREN, Prof. Mgr. 


eventh Ave., New York, N. Y. 


RANCHO GRANDE 


MAKE 


EDWARD B. MARKS 


LAUGH 


RADIO CITY 


FRANK HENNIGS, General Professional Mer. 


Jimmy Dorsey, Dec. 23, Castle 
Farms, Cincinnati; 24, Graystone B., 
Detroit. 

Al Donahue, Dec. 22, Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, N. Y.; 25, Ritz B., 


Bellmeade C. C., Nashville, 


Lonnie McIntyre, Dec. 17, three 
weeks, Palm Gardens, Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

Fats Waller, Dec. 31, week, Colo- 
nial theatre, Detroit. 

Bill Carlsen, Dec. 15-17, Orpheum 
theatre, Davenport, Iowa, 


Bridgeport, Conn.; Jan. 31, Hotel 
Pennsylvania, N. Y. 
Joe Venuti, Dec. 31-Jan. 29, 


Peabody Hotel, Memphis; Dec. 29, | 


ANOTHER ‘MUSIC 


WHITE LIES AND RED ROSES 


ABC MUSIC CORP., 799 Seventh Ave., New York, N. Y- 
DAVE BERNIE, Prof, Mgr. 


MAESTRO PLEASE” 


THE HOT 


Hear the Modernaires Decca R 


CHARLIE WAR 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc., 799 Seventh Ave., New York, N. Y- 


ecord to Be Released Dec. 20th 


REN, Prof. Mgr. 


Phi 


(Only the unusual reviewed henceforth. Including the unusually bad) 
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VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 


Vaude At Lowest Level After 


Carman Drops Shows; WB Picketed 
Philadelphia, Dec. 12. i: 
Vaude in Philly, already on its last War Privilege 

legs with the shuttering of Warner's 
‘Farle, took another and Paws, efter 
(8) when the Carman, or Pye ¥ | across on a Dutch boat, have arrived 
indie, dropped Cor. in London, American team, be- 
somed out as a tigers "cae cause of business holdings in Eng- 


an stage shows 
when the management of the 2,200- 
seater and Local 77, American Fed- 


| land, are among the very few U. S. 
nationals to get passports into the 


Lge ; | war zone since the outbreak of 
eration of Musicians, =, agree | hostilities 

for a new contract. 
on terms XX Reported they've already been 


George Graves, operator of the 
Carman accused union officials of 
being ‘arbitrary and_ short-sighted’ | 


when they refused to grant his re- 


signed for a 
in Blackpool. 


vaude iour, opening 


The Carman employed a crew of 10} American 
men, 
scale was $50-a-week per man; $70 


over the summer. 


| 


Benefit for Leon Harvey 


running vaudeville for 12 years and 


quest that his contract be cut to 40 
weeks, instead of the 52-week stipu- 
Jation in the termer which expired 
last week. The union, as in the 
Warner squabble, stood pat on its 
demand that the conditions of the 
old contract be renewed. FOR UNITS 
Graves contended that he suffered 
loss of more than $20,000 by being 
IN S.A. 
have always lost heavily in the sum- | 
mer,’ Graves said. 

‘Now I'm getting to the bottom | An arrangement whereby Ameri- 
of my bankroll and I can’t stand can vaude units and legit shows 
any more losses. I asked for 40 would play South America, the for- 
weeks, which is the regular vaude- | mer under @ puarantes of eight 
ville season. If business: warranted | oaks with options, has been made 
i might have kept musicians _ ‘between Charles H. Allen, New York 
45 or even 50 weeks. All I wante | agent. and Harry Werber, Buenos 


forced to run vaude during the sum- 
mer months last year. ‘I have been 
was to be the arbiter of my own des- 
tiny.’ 


‘Where the vaude units are con- 
cerned, Werber is prepared to place 
the eight-week guarantees in escrow, 
plus paying 


No Reply 
Graves also said he’d been shunted | 
between the New York and _ local 
offices of the AFM, each passing the 


they told me in New York that each 
local had autonomy and dealt with 
hese matters individually. I asked 
Joe Weber (Joseph N. Weber, na- 
tional president of AFM) if they 
would give me some help to tide me 
Either to let 


The first unit is being sent down in 
February and each will 
| about 15 people. Possible nitery and 
radio dates are also included in the 
contracts, with units spaced to follow 


have a couple of weeks off—or else from N. Y. at . 

allow me to use less men, but I On legit, the idea is to secure | 
haven't even been given the cour-| American scripts — musicals and 
tesy of a reply.’ ;}comedies would be favored—and 


Graves said he was satisfied with 'then build productions around native 
ne scale and working conditions. performers, with occasionally 
name, such as, for 
ample, Lupe Velez, who would be 
able to fit in the Latin setting. 
for the leader; $3 additional for an —— 
extra Saturday show. Graves said 
he would probably institute a double 
feature policy at the Carman as soon 
as he could line up his product. 
The house is being picketed along 


led by Dino Cortese. The 


Walter Powell's orch has been 


Fair execs’ luncheon at Sherry’s Fri- 
day (15). 


| Aires showman, presently in-N. Y., | 


round-trip transporta- | 


tion, 
buck. ‘The Philadelphia office of, 
he union said I would have to get | gti 
the okay of the national body, while | BUENOS Altes, then play Co s 
!other than the Argentine in S. A. 


comprise | 


me | each other every four to six weeks | 


an | 
ex- | 


picked to swing for the N. Y. World's | 


Citron’s ‘Crazy Show’ 
Opens Dec. 25 in Buff 


A ‘Crazy Show’ unit has been put 
together by Herman Citron for 
vaude house appearances, It will 
open Dec. 25 at Shea’s, Toronto. 

Topped by the Three Sailors, unit 


includes Goodrich and Nelson, Don 7: 


showgitls 1°) Masquers Turn 


showgirls. 


MIAMI INFLUX 
UNDERWAY 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Masquers Club is putting on a 10- 
act vaude show, titled ‘A Night at the 
Palace Theatre,’ Thursday (14), to 
entertain the British United Service 
Club. 

Britons entertained the Masquers 
‘last year with ‘A Night at the Palla- 
dium.’ 


Miami, Dec. 12. 
Early predictions that 


| 
Miami | 
its greatest | | 
season this winter are being fulfilled. 


would probably have 

Each day thousands arrive by auto- ! 

mobile, train, bus and plane, while | 

the harbor is rapidly assuming the | THEIR ASSN 

appearance of a crowded yacht basin. | ® 
Miami Beach hotels are, in the 


main, already filled with a comfort- 
able crowd, while reservations for 
the remainder of the season have | 
been booked long ago. Already com- | 
plaints on the raising of the tariff | = 
at hotels and apartments, along with | 
a few muttered exclamations on the | 
hike of prices at restaurants, are be- 
ing heard. 

Picture theatres are going great 


New York agents’ new organiza- 
tion on Friday (8), in a second meet- 
‘ing at the Edison hotel annex, 
' adopted by-laws, set up a schedule of 


guns, and Mitchell Wolfson, co-own- ‘dues and appointed a governing 


er of the Wometco chain and| : 
Miami Beach city councilman, states | 


that every indication points toward |. Governing board 
big winter ‘Charles J. Freeman 


His chain’s Biscayne Plaza, which 'Radio Artists), Herman Bernie, Bill | 
‘is the second-largest theatre in the | ent, Sam Shayon  (Fanchon 


| itron, 
|Greater Miami area and situated at |Marco), Herman Ci | 


é Kilby, Harry Pincus, Bill Shilling, | 
Miami Beach, will be devoted to a Maurice Golden and Roger Murrell. | 


consists 


o vesterday (Tuesday) they had | 
‘Christmas Day, in addition to its P y 


not decided on a slate of officers, | 


regular picture fare. 


| by the end of this week. 
: | Dues are low and admittedly only 
Friars Host Ben Blue | temporary until there’s some line on 
7 ‘the cost of operating the ARA. Tar- 
At N. Y. Get Together iff is $15 for an agency and $5 for 
First Friars Club Saturday Night | associates, with the latter not having 
affair (9) this year had Ben Blue} voting privileges. 


as guest-of-the-rib and drew a sell-| Around 60 agents have already 


board of 10 to select and elect a slate tag for 


& | of 
Harry | Rene Racover staging and Nat Kar- 


| but latter are expected to be chosen | 


| out crowd of 300 to the Edison hotel, | joined the ARA, while many others | 


New York. Jay C. Flippen was| stated they would join in the im- 
toastmaster. mediate future. Friday’s 
Dais-sitters included Milton Berle, | however, was closed to those agents 
club’s Abbott; Maxie Rosenbloom, | who did not pay dues. 
Ken Kling, Ted Lewis, Bill Brandel!,; A negotiating committee will 
Benny Baker, Senator Ford and Ben | probably be chosen within the next 
Bernie. Romo Vincent, Coast singer:| few days to contact the American | 
Eddie Miller and Eddie Davis de-! Guild of Variety Artists on a work- 
livered the vocals. |ing agreement as well as equitable 
| Blue closed Saturday night in| licensing. It was this union’s drive 
George White's ‘Scandals’ at the 51st} to license the talent reps that 
Street (Hollywood) and the Friars’ spurred the agents’ organization. 
gave him a ribbing sendoff for his I. Robert Broder is counsel 
road tour. the Artists Representatives Assn. 


for 


with the Earle and six Warner | 
nabes, which dropped musicians 


when the Warner-AFM termer fin- 
ished. Warners took space in all 
the dailies last week explaining its 
position. 

‘We are ready to reopen the Earle 
as soon as the Musicians Union will 


allow us to hire musicians’, the ad leading medium 


read, 

Closing of the Carman left Fay’s, 
in West Philly, as the only house 
showing vaude here. This is the 
lowest vaude has ever fallen in this 


town, artist, manager, 


LINCOLN SHOWS AN 
APPETITE FOR VAUDE 


Lincoln, Dec. 12. 

Turnout for Sollie Childs’ unit, 
‘French Follies, which ran up $2,300 
In three days at the Liberty, a very 
800d gross for this town, has How- 
ard Federer, general manager of the | 
Nebraska Theatres, Inc., very much | 
Mm vaude mood. Unit was offered 
him for $300 daily flat, but he was 
Cautious and took 50-50 deal, which 
Cost him more. 

Natives were so anxious for a 
look at a stage show, something the 
town hasn’t had for over two years, | 
they even paid 35c-55c prices, a full | 
lSe higher than the town has asked | 
for a theatre bill in seven years. | 
Federer says he’s ready to book any | 
and all units of size and quality to 
hit this territory, 


prominence first 


Competition dem 


before. 


12. 

day night club act in the city 

plumbus has signified intentions 
Playing the Leon Harvey benefit 


Columbus, Dec. 


enow Friday night (15) at the Knick- NEW YORK 
ocker theatre. Harvey, ence one 154 West 46th St. 1 
of the top 


m.c.’s in the midwest, lost 


al 
—— man auto accident last sum- 


For 34 years Variety has served show business as the 


Outstanding figures in whatever field of endeavor — as 
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Advertising forms closing soon for 
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of its news and advertising. 


or agent — have gained and held their 


through talent and ability; second, by 


ands greater showmanship today than ever 
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He's been a trouper for 25 years. 


meeting, | 


VARIETY Al 


3 Bway Deluxe Cafe Openings Xmas 
Wk.; Lew Brown Leases Casa Manana 


Broadway will break out in a rash 
of deluxe nitery openings during 
Xmas week. Three spots will debut: 
one with a new show and mode of 
operation, another with a new tag 
and more lavish production and, 
thirdly, a new venture in an old 
spot. 

New venture will be Lew Brown's 


| operation of the Casa Manana, nee 


the French Casino, and Ear] Carroll 
theatre. Brown signed Wednesday 
(6) with Haring & Blumenthal, own- 
ers of the property, and will reopen 
it Dec. 25 with virtually the same 
theatre-cabaret policy it had under 
Billy Rose’s banner. Thus. far 
Brown, whose ‘Yokel Boy’ musical is 
current at the Majestic, N. Y., has 
Veloz and Yolanda, Eddie Garr, 
Frazee Sisters, Owen McGiveney, 
Larry Adler and Jerry Cooper set 
for the initial show. 

Brown’s debut try will be a 
straight vaude affair, time being too 
short for him to prepare a produc- 
tion by Xmas. He states Haring & 
Blumenthal are financing the ven- 
ture, with Brown in complete charge 
of shows and production. Casa Ma- 
nana tag is being retained. 

On Dec. 28, Nicky Blair will unveil 
the Ziegfeld Midnight Frolic, new 
the Paradise Restaurant, 
with Seymour Felix staging the show 


of ,and Harold Adamson and Vernon 
(Consolidated | 


Duke writing the score. 
Dec. 21 will mark the reopening 
the International Casino with 


son doing the sets. Russ Morgan’s 
orch and a band headed by Brooks 
Steele are set for this spot, along 
with Gene Snyder, of the Radio City 
Music Hall, as dance stager. The In- 
ternational’s policy will include a 
no-tipping service, along with other 
niceties to please the customers. 

Not exactly in the line of a nitery, 
but stemming from the cabarets, is 
Clifford C. Fischer’s ‘Folies Bergere,’ 
which debuts Xmas night (25) at 
the old B. S. Moss’ Broadway, latter- 
ly the Cine-Roma. Policy at this 
theatre date will be two-a-night and 
one matinee, ‘Folies’ playing as a 
legit revue. The two-a-night idea is 
a copy of a popular legit policy in 
London. 

Takeover of the Casa Manana by 
Brown puts an end to individual ne- 
gotiations by Earl Carroll and 
George White for the spot. Both 
wanted to operate it as a theatre- 
cabaret. The Casa a couple of 
months ago appeared headed for the 
wreckers, with a taxpayer structure 
substituting for the theatre on the 
50th street and Seventh avenue site, 
but certain store and office leases in 
force restrained that move. Since 
then Haring & Blumenthal had been 
looking for someone to reopen the 
spot. 

This won't be Brown’s first theatre 
cabaret venture. He also followed 
Rose at the Casino de Paree, which, 
with Yermi Stern as operator, turned 
in a huge profit for a time during 


the closing days of prohibition, 
Later, it faded into the red and 
folded. 


EVANS STAGING ICE 
SHOW FOR ARENA TOUR 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Fred Evans, producer at the Chez 
Paree, is now staging the ice show 
imported by Arthur Wirtz and assoe- 
ciates nation-wide tour start- 
ing on Christmas Day. Tagged the 
‘European All-Star Ice Revue’, show 


for a 


will open in the Stadium, Indian- 
apolis, and play 10 weeks of key 
arenas throughout the country. 

Will play the same arenas as the 
Sonja Henie Ice Show, which is also 
presented under the Wirtz auspices. 

Show is in rehearsal in the Chi- 
cago Stadium here, which is also 
controlled by the Wirtz interests, 


Miss Henie and her troupe play the 
Stadium for 10 days starting Christ- 
mas Day. 


Chi Congress Casino 
Reopening Dec. 21 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

Floor show reopening the Congress 
hotel Casino Dec. 21 includes Mare 
Ballero, Candy Candino, Carol King, 
Frank Flynn, Vickie Allen, Pat 
Travers and Tito Coral. 

Ted FioRito’s orch will hold the 
bandstand. Casino relights Dec. 21 
after having been dark more than a 
year 
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Det. Asking Questions on Why 
There’s No Vaude In the Town 


Curfew Hits Waukesha 
Co. (Wisc.) Niteries 


Milwaukee, Dec. 12. 
| Night life got a terrific jolt this 
/W eek when the Waukesha county 
this town’s stages dark. board cl: on lid 
J i thi .| going to spoil a lot of fun. n 
Gas. | Milw few years ago decreed 
cently there has been a healthy stir | ‘that music must stop in public places 
in Detroit's newspaper columns about | ¢ 1 a.m. weekdays and 2 a.m. Sun- 
what has happened to keep vaude-! days, Sam Pick with his Club Madrid 


Detroit, Dec. 12. 
Of late Detroiters have started 
writing into the newspaper letterbox 
editors asking why there is no vaude- 
ville in town. More than a year ago 
the Michigan and Fox theatres 
switched over to double bills, leaving 


ville shows out of town. One news- 
paper even wrote an editorial an- 
swer when the controversy began, 


explaining that houses found it more | 
profitable to run two pics and blamed 
the lack of stage variety in town on 
the lack of public support. But news- 
papers keep running the questions, | 
explanations and growing murmur as | 
good, controversial material. 
Although none of the former major 
vaudfilm houses have made any stir 
to change the present status, the 
Colonial, second-run house started to 
move in on this ripe interest. Ray 
Schreiber, head of the Mid-West 
Theatres, Inc., which operates the 


Colonial, announcing that the public | 


was vaudeville hungry, booked a 
show as an experiment. It held Rita 
Rio’s femme orch, Toby Wing, Faith 
Bacon, Maud Hilton and Dell, and 
Sylvia and Clemence. 

Schreiber has also lined up for the 
immediate future Fats Waller's orch, 
Frankie Darro and Ina Ray Hutton’s 
orch. 


Whoopee in the Automat 
New Year’s Eve Almost 


Happened —For 


Plan for a very socialite New 


Year’s eve party in the Automat on | 


Broadway at 46th street was turned 
down last week by Horn & Hardart 
executives. Scheme was put to them 
by Bill Sykes, perhaps New York’s 
only press agent whose name ap- 
pears in the Social Kegister. He 
wanted to promote the shindig and 


was guaranteed attendance by a host | 


of his blue book cronies. 

Sykes’ idea, as presented to the 
nickel-in-the-slot proprietors, was to 
run the 


$5 per person. In addition, because 
of the charity angle and because al- 
most all restaurants boost prices on 
the big night. Sykes planned to sell 
food only for slugs instead of nickels, 
the slugs to be purchased at the rate 
of four for a quarter. 

H & H was pretty much sold on 


publicity value to their restaurant | 


chain of such an event, but feared 
it ‘undignified.’ 


license, 
policy. 


this being against standing 


whole affair for charity. | 
There would be an admish charge of | 


It also objected to 
the necessity for obtaining a liquor 


| pioneered a movement that resulted 
in scores of late spots being opened 
| up just across the line, where the sky 
| was the limit on anything anyone 
wanted to go for. 

| The Waukesha territory includes a 
widespread lake resort region, where 
“hundreds of Milwaukeans have sum- 
/mer homes, and they gave the sub- 
urban niteries a great play. When 
the lights went out in the city they 
went on in the roadhouses. 

Now comes the new law not 
/only halting all music after 1 a.m., 
| but also slapping on extra license 
fees for all places having music of 
any kind, even taverns with phono- 
| graphs. 


SENATOR, PITT, WILL 
AGAIN TRY VAUDFILM 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. 

Senator theatre, one of Harris 
company’s two downtown houses, is 
set to tee-off with vaudfilm policy 
Xmas week. It will mark first time 
jin several years that Stanley, WB 
| deluxer, will have stage competish, 
although two houses are hardly | 
rated as opposition, former being a 
4,000-seater, while Senator can ac- 
| commodate only 1,750. 
Spot, the old Aldine which Harris 
| took over year ago last month, orig- 
|inally played vaude, but, after a 
| disastrous opening, dropped shows 
| except for couple of scattered weeks. 


| big New Year’s would put them in 


HOLTZ DID IT 


Lapidus Becomes Hyman Leonard— 
Can't Take It 
Detroit, Dec. 12. 

Herman Lapidus does not think 
Lou Holtz is funny. In fact, Mr, 
Lapidus went into court here to es- 
cape from Holtz’s humor. 

‘I tell people my name and they 
laugh right in my face,’ Lapidus said. 
‘I want my name changed to Hyman 
Leonard.’ 

‘Why let it bother you?’, Judge 
Joseph Murphy said. ‘I got a friend 
named Charlie McCarthy.’ 

‘lll bet he gets called a dummy 
plenty,’ Lapidus said. 

‘Why not cash in on your name?’ 
the judge suggested. ‘Advertise as 
‘The One and Only Lapidus’.’ 

‘Why should I be a joke?’ 
countered. 

Lapidus is now Leonard. 


Lapidus 


Jersey Towns Paving 
Way for Escape From 


Philly New Year’s Eve 


Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 

Three South Jersey towns, through 
their officials, Saturday (9) invited 
Philly celebrants to ring in the New 
Year in the traditional style that'll 
be taboo in the Quaker City due to 
New Year's Eve falling on Sunday. 

The municipalities, Camden, Glou- 
cester and Clayton, passed special 
ordinances allowing the sale of li- 
quor all night Sunday and Monday 
so that whoopee shall reign unre- 
strained New Year's Eve and day. 
Since these towns are all within a 
short drive from Philly, it is ex- 
pected that the 75 niteries and tap- 
rooms in the three places will do 
record business. 

Meanwhile there was a growing 
sentiment among Philly night spot 
ops to get together and defy the law 
in order to cash in on the one big 
night in the year. 

Operators of big clubs and hotels 
are loath to take this chance of 
running afoul the law because of 
their huge investments, but smaller 
clubs that have been losing money 
feel they've got nothing to lose. A 


velvet, they claim, and if they’re 
forced to shutter on that night they 
may as well fold up anyway, 


| OF late, shuttling between singles, 
'duals and holdovers from. sister | 
Alvin, house has been doing only | 
fair, losing weeks overbalancing the | 
winning ones. 

Senator plans to use units exclu- 
sively with sluff pix. Deals with 
unions are now being worked out, 
return to stage shows being con- 
tingent on satisfactory concessions, 
with Jerry Mayhall slated to go in 
as house orch maestro when and if. 

Ga. Spot Reopens 
Atlanta, Ga., Dec, 12. 

Capitol, dark since June, reopened 
| Sunday (10) with a vaudfilm policy. 
First unit to play house is ‘Water 
Follies,’ with cast of 35. 

Dan Fitche’s ‘Pleasures of Paris’ 
is also set for early showing. Shows 
are being booked by T. D. Kemp, Jr., 
of Charlotte, N. C. 
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| izations, 


| groups are selling 


'of the dance 


Some clubs have already been 
contracted for by by private organ- 
who are allowed to hold 
affairs under the law. These 
tickets to out- 
siders. Liquor will be bought in 
advance and ticket-holders will be 
allowed a certain number of drinks. 

Liquor Board officials, acting 
under orders of Governor James, 
reiterated their intention of enforc- 
ing the law, which forbids the sale 
of intoxicants from midnight Satur- 
day until 7 A.M. Monday morning. 


DANCER KILLED IN 
ALA. AUTO CRASH 


Dec. 12, 
femme half 
team of London and 
Eloyce, died here today (Tuesday) 
as result of injuries sustained Sun- 
day night (10) in an auto accident six 
miles south of here. Her husband 
and dance partner was not seriously 
hurt in the crash. 

Couple were reportedly en route to 
West Palm Beach, Florida. 


Annual Benefit Skeded 
By NVA in N. Y. Feb. 4 


NVA has scheduled its annual 
benefit show for Feb. 4, again at the 
Alvin, New York. 

George M. Cohan is chairman f 
the entertainment committee, with 
Olsen and Johnson, current in ‘Hell- 
zapoppin’ at the Winter Garden, set 
to stage the show. 


Leide Picked to Head 


Atlanta Conservatory 


Atlanta, Dec. 12. 
Enrico Leide, notable figure in At- 
lanta musical circles for past 20 
years, last week was named director 
of the Conservatory of Music at 
Brenau College, Gainesville, Ga., suc- 

ceeding late Prof, E. B. Michaelis. 
Leide, between engagements as 
maestro of Lucas & Jenkins’ local 
Capitol theatre’s standby band, has 
been teaching foreign languages at 
Oglethorpe University here. He has 


Sunday 


Montgomery, Ala., 


Mrs. B. C. Hightower, 


YEARS AGOe5e 


(From Variety) 


Along Broadway there was differ- 
ence of opinion as to wisdom of cut- 
rates for legit, but fact remains there 
were 33 shows at the bargain prices. 

Senator C. C. Dill, 
was pushing the Dill 


of Washington, 
bill, which 


of copyright music. 

Dame Sybil Thorndike, the British 
player, leased the Regent, London, 
and was to revive Shaw’s ‘St. Joan.’ 


French revue, in Barcelona, follow- 
ing the show’s wind-up at the Cigale, 
Paris. 

Increasing number of benefits were 
believed to be hurting vaude houses 
in the U. S. 


— 


granted to broadcasters the free use | 


Pearl White was set to star in a} 


| 96. 


CARROLL, 
DICKER 
CHORINES 


Hollywood, Dee. 12 

Earl Carroll is trying to get tp. 
gether with the American Guild y 
Variety Artists on a wage scale for 
chorines in his new show Opening 
here Christmas night (25), Rp, 


hearsals are being held up pending 
agreement, new contract calling toy 
$40 week for seven performances, 
Carroll is figuring on closing hj 
nite spot on Sundays and wants ) 
deduct one-seventh of weekly pay, 
AGVA, however, is willing to giv 
him only five free Sundays Out o! 
Compromise is expected at t. 
(Tuesday) sesh. 


day’s 


The Shuberts signed Willie How- | 
ard to start in a new musical on) 
Broadway. Brother Eugene was also | 
to be in the show. A number of | 
managers had been dickering for, 
their services. 


Irene Dunne, the prima who fol- 
lowed Peggy Wood in ‘The Clinging 
Vine,’ was featured in a vaude tab 
operetta, ‘Lady of the Orchids.’ It 
was her debut in variety, 


With Harold Lloyd pulling away 
from Pathe, Harry Langdon was to 
replace the goggle-eyed comedian. 
Langdon was from the Mack Sennett 
two-reel comedies. 


— 


The strength of Benny Leonard's 
eastern vaude debut was Herman 
Timberg, latter supplying the com- 
edy highlights in their headline act 
at the N. Y. Hipp. 


Seven members of the Minsky 


Bros. burley troupe at the Apollo, 
N. Y., were arrested for an ‘indecent’ 


| performance. 
| 


F.&M. ST. L. VAUDE 


STYMIED BY UNIONS 


Scheduled vaudfilm policy at Fan- 
chon & Marco’s St. Louis theatre, St. 
Louis, has been called off because of 
stagehand and musician union ym 
culties. House was due to start Jan. 
5 with A. B. Marcus’ ‘Moulin Rouge’ | 
revue and Jane Withers’ unit hz ad | 
been tentatively lined up for week | 
of Jan. 26. 

Fox, F.&M.’s ace St. Louis house, 
played its last stage show last week, 
ending Thursday (7), with Dave 
Apollon’s unit. There had been some | 
union trouble there also, the house | 
having been picketed up until it 
went straight pictures. Fox matter, 
however, was purely a jurisdictional 
dispute between unions. 


Stanley Jabin Goes 
On Own in Cleveland 


Cleveland, Dec. 12. 
Stanley Jabin, who walked out of | 


| day; 
| celebrating his 


| the Rudy (orch leader) Houft’s be 


| sion on an ozoner's 


| find the No. 1 company sitting around 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 12, 

Thrills of the Actors Colony: Th 
way that Tudor Cameron has in. 
proved during his 12 weeks of ozon. 
ing and added pound weekly; Duk 
Huntington’s musical gifts to th 
gang, a bi-weekly recording wi 
timely numbers; the Worcester Eve 
ning Gazette on file shot in via Jam 
Lee; ozoner Chris Hagedorn puttin 
himself. out lifting mental worri 
from others that are not so lucky’ 
Joseph ‘IATSE’ McCarthy's weekly 
walks from cottage to cottage hand 
ing out books and mags; Jerr 
Vogel's holiday gifts to the gang. H 
gets mad as a March hare if one pa 
tient is missed; wise-cracking of Be 
Schaffer, Jack Edwards and Rus 
Kelly, always good for a pound o 
‘cure’; good reports handed out b 
Dr. George Wilson that will enabl 
many to go home for the Yule holi 
Manny Kay, ex-ozoner, her 
second year as a sto¢ 
burlesque comic; new offspring 4 


ing named Will Rogers Houff; tribute 
to this colony by Johnny 
es, Syracuse Post-Standard 
ition of ‘We Met Eac 
Other In a Dream,’ by Smiling Hj 
McConnell to this Colony; expres 
face when th 
medico says, ‘You are okay and cal 
go home.’ 
Mrs. Frank MacDonald bed-siding 
her daughter, Gracie, at the Rogers 
Fire department rushed to the Wil: 
‘liam Morris Camp __ Intermission 
where chimney was afire. Afters 
two-hour wait, fire company No.? 
rushed to the camp, thinking that: 
serious fire was in session, only t 


the Morris family table enjoying 
coffee and dunking doughnuts, with 
Mrs. Morris acting as hostess and 
telling the fire-caters about the suc: 
cess of Ruth (White) Morris’ recen! 


operation. 
Eddie McDonald, who staged anf 
okay comeback at the Rogers, is on F 
year older and in good health. E 
The Day Nursery, which years ago 
cost thousands of dollars and of 
financed by funds collected by Wil 


liam Morris, 
firewood. 
Write to those who are ill. 


was sold for $150 fo 


Stanley Club’s managership after a 
fight’ over policy with its angel, 
on his own again. 
funct Empire Cafe, formerly known 
as Paddock, renamed it Stanley's 
Club, and is now battling his old | 
backer for low-priced acts. 
Latter, a real estate man, changed 
his spot’s name to the Famous Door 
when Jabin refused to allow him to 
use the former trade-title. 


WIS.’ DAIRY BOWL 


Brewery Town’s Anomaly—Named 
After State’s No. 1 Product 


is 
Took over de- 


LORD 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 
LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street 


PICCADILLY, W. 1 
NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 


Milwaukee, Dec. 12. 


Pasadena has its Rose Bowl, Miami 
its Orange Bowl, New Orleans its 
Sugar Bowl,.and now Milwaukee has 
—of all things for this bailiwick of 
big breweries—a Dairy Bowl. It is 
situated in State Fair Park and was 
formally christened Sunday with a 
bottle of milk at the pro champ grid 


Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 


battle between the New York Giants | 


and the Green Bay Packers, | 
Opposish to Dairy Bowl said the 
name was sissy and urged that in this | 
town the playing field shoulda 
properly be calied the Beer Bowl, | 
but Gov. Heil (Julius the Just) said | 
nix; the property was owned by the 
state, so its football field must be> 


iin Atlanta. 


headed several important orchestras 


named for a more representative 


SMASH HIT— 


product. 


$9 wk. residential rate at New York’ 


Hotel Empire—at the gateway es 
Times Square. Gives you a fine em 
with private, tiled lavator) 050 
toilet. With private bathroom, poet 
See Miss Farriss, Asst. Mer., tod 
CO. 56-7400 

HOTEI EMPIRE, york 
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where he clatters aluminum trays| Harry Owens to put it over. Re- 
and scares up enough racket to stop sults have been heartening. Caught 
Winter cold for tepidly amusing re- | on a Sunday night, the town’s blight, 


Unit Reviews 


Night Club Reviews 


LA MARTINIQUE, N. Y. 


io. George Tapps, Elvira Rios, 
gumuaete and Porter, Dick Gasparre 
12) and Fausto Carbelo orchs (7). 


turns. 
Between gags and introducing the 
acts Walsh lights ciggies for femme 


HARLEM CASINO, PITT. up the ropes to keep this mob in, 
| and then organizes a glee club with 

; | six of the tooters and a busboy. This 

Pittsburgh, Dec. 7. | develops into a lot of zany stuff, with 

Sunset Royal band (14), Genevieve | not a voice in the outfit, outside of 
Glovcr, Froshine, Ralph Brown, Jillie | Walsh, as they sing ‘Thanks for 


| ringsiders, vells to the maitre to ‘put | 


room was three-quarters full. 

| Tavern has been made over to con- 
'form with the coaster’s idea of what 
Hawaiian decor might represent. 
Straw hats and leis naturally pre- 
dominate. It’s a perfect setting for 
| Owens’ Royal Hawaiians and _ his 
dancing girls. They've been around 
before and well liked, and _ their 
|stay here should put the room back 


Smith, Earle & Frances, Myrtle Wil-' 
son, Faye & Jimmy, Dewey Taylor. 


Ramon (and Renita) and Dario. 


(and Diane), topflight ballroomolo- | Snappiest all-colored floor show 
gists when active, have made their Show 

a » original La Conga Boat’s hey-day when it went sepia 
La with Fletcher Henderson’s band and 
site, a quick click sinc & George Dewey Washington. That 
out. Proving that performers can was almost a decade ago. Since 
also be good business men although, ‘then, colored entertainment here- 
considering their long experience in abouts has been: pretty so-so. Har- 
class cafes on both sides of the At-| lem Casino's been closed for a year, 
Jantic, it's not surprising that the | through booze violations and rent 


razor, with the trumpeter supplying | sweet Leilani and scads of other 
island ditties, keeps himself and his | 


the ‘buzz,’ Walsh also gives the bus- | 
& | music well restrained. He _ sticks 


Walsh’s burlesk of Ted Lewis warb- | ter 
ling ‘When My Baby Smiles At Me’ pand are in minority. 

is sock. _His rendition of ‘Three Lit- | Grass-skirted trio of hula dancers 
tle Fishies,’ in phoney French, and ‘are easy on the eyes and do their 
Old Man River’ precedes his own hip waving without a suggestion of | 
okay tap routine. Brooklynettes re- the vulgar. They keep it on a high 
turn for the closing with a tap, being, plane and go through their soft, 
garbed in top hats and white satin,' swaying movements with verve and 


FRENCH FOLLIES 


(LIBERTY, LINCOLN) 


Lincoln, Dec. 6. 
Joe Kelso & Co. ‘(Shirley Lee), 
Jean O’Brien, Maxine Marshall, Jean 
Sharpe, Woolsey & Clair, Missing 
Bros., Eleanore King, Donley Sisters, 
Al Rags, Wells Bros., Van Horn & 
Carlos, Jean Moore, Annette De 


| Boise, Harry Shannon, Jr., Orch; 


‘Saint Strikes Back’ (RKO). 


Providing this burg with its first 
stage show in more than 26 months, 
‘French Follies’ looks like a_b.o. 
winner in smaller towns. It’s taking 
in money unequalled here in many 
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bpovs know all the answers by now. | 

Medranno and Donna, now at the | 
Persian Room, teed off as the first 
dance team, that being a smart idea, | 
thus eliminating the thought that. 
the terping bonifaces would show- | 
case themselves exclusively. Only | 
recently, Ramon and Renita decided | 
to do their stuff professionally 
he’s out through pneumonia, result- | 
ing in booking of De Angelo and | 
Porter, neat ballroomologists, just 
closed at Chez Paree, Chicago. This 
is the pair’s first N. Y. bookir * since 
the Hotel Biltmore two and a half 
years ago. They're a_ personable | 
team, doing their sequence of waltz, | 
fox and fast finale in suave and ef- | 
fective manner. 

George Tapps whams ’em with his 
stepping. He has a new conga taps 
routine that tops his tango tap con- 
ception. Since his Hollywood so- 
journ in a couple of filmusicals the 
young hoofer manifests considerable 
polish and improvement, particularly | 
in a softer hairdress_ that’s less_ 
severe than the traditional sleek- | 
streamlining. 

Elvira Rios with an unique manner 
at the mike, doing Cuban vocals, is a 
holdover, and worthily so. Miss Rios 
has been on the Coast and is cur- 
rently getting an NBC air buildup. 

Dick Gasparre’s dansapation is solid, 
his team of 12 doing marathon sets. | 
Alternate combo, maestroed' by | 
Fausto Carbelo, is also unusual with 
its Latin rhythms. Gasparre plays for 
t.e show as handily as he does for 
straight terping. 

Room is in the French Colonial 
motif, suggested by the island of 
Martinique. Marachino at the door | 
is garbel as a French admiral and 
the waiters are in picturesque Mar- 
tinique mariner getup. Jimmy Ver- , 
non, of the Dancing Vernons, is the | 
new manager. Darion and/or Ramon | 
alternate as hosts and emcees. - 

el. 


WALTON ROOF 


(WALTON HOTEL, PHILA.) | 


Philadelphia, Dec. 7. 

The Yacht Club Boys (George 
Kelly and Charlie Adler) with 
Benny Kendall, Berry Bros. -(3), 
Frank Gaby with Joe Kotolik, Bob 
Russell, French & Dorn, Glamour 
Girls (12), Neil Fontaine's orch (12), 
Helen Heath, Mona Reed, Sally 
LaMarr, Herb Dubrow, Benny Ken- 
dall, 


George Kelly and Charlie Adler 
make their bow as a duo after the 
break-up of the old Yacht Boys quar- 
tet, and though their act is still in 
the rough, they have the makings of 
a sock team. With an almost inex- 
haustible supply of their original | 
wacky numbers, they were forced to 
encore three times in their opening | 
show (Thursday, dinner). Their best | 
are ‘Spain,’ ‘Riding Over Hill and | 
Dale’ and ‘My Wife Has Gone and | 
Left Me.’ The pair gave out with 
eight numbers before they could 
leave at the opener. A short dance 
by Adler could easily be eliminated. 
Team is accompanied by Benny Ken- | 
dall at the piano. 

Real clicky is the ventriloquist act 
of Frank Gaby. Working with a 
dummy, Mickey Finn, and midget 
Joe Kotolik, Gaby has plenty of 
funny gags with the woodenhead 
ribbing the deadpan midget. He also 
uses the midget for a blockhead turn. 

Don French and Kitty Dorn, win- 
ners of recent local jitterbug contest 
are holdovers. The pair, making 
their pro debut at this Jack Lynch 
Spot, are snappy but need a couple 
Of novelties to make their act big- 
time. 

Gusxy Berry Bros. draw a big 
7 vo. but make the mistake of 
pe ote to cover too much ground, 
the punning the stage and making 
diners nervous. 
sell 8, though, is smooth. Bob Rus- 

m.¢c.s and baritones capably, but 


jare in the groove. 


‘a bag of tricks in a whirlwind ses- 


Their | 


bickering, and is under entirely new | abbreviated tails costume, making a 
management now. Formerly oper- | pretty picture. Winter's tooters play 
ated by Lew Mercur, it’s now being | softly and are a swell inducement for 
run by one of leading figures in| customer dancing. Management dis- 
Pittsburgh’s Little Harlem, Gus | courages jitterbugging. Sahu. 
Greenlee, well-known sportsman and sconiinneneriamemaetn 

long-time manager of John Henry 


Lewis, former light-heavyweight PENTHOUSE, N. Y. 
boxing champion. 4 

Greenlee’s’ giving the town a 

lively, well-run spot for mixed Paul Taubman, Eli Spivak, Ann 


crowds, and he has also installed a | Beasley. 
revue that should get his spot a lot — 
of word-of-mouth. Price is right, The Penthouse Club (nee La Cre- 
too, with food and drinks both mod- | maillere) on Central Park South is a 
erately scaled and no cover or mini-| different sort of restaurant-nitery, 
mum, except on Saturday and holi- | operated by socialite Ted Stone, Jr., 
day nites. and wife, who seemingly give it con- 
Sunset Royal band of 14 pieces is| stant personal attention. Having 
a brassy, blaring swing outfit that | taken over the entire building, when 
occasionally plays music, but the|the Cremaillere restaurant moved 
emphasis is with those who like| over to an east side location, Stone 
their dansapation hot and low-down. | automatically inherited this spot, 
Crew can take a sweet melody in| whereupon he decided to install some 
its stride as well but doesn’t bother | of his pet ideas in an intime eatery 
much with that. It’s presided over | of this type. Thus he came into the 
by a little gal named Genevieve} business. 
Glover, who wears male attire and Entertainment is casual, informal 


|has considerable rhythm her|/and incidental to the cuisine, which 


lithe frame. Watching her weave,|is quite ultra but not too fancy in 
writhe and stomp with the music is| scale. Ann Beasley is a_ socialite 
almost a show in itself. Orch also | songstre.s who fits deftly into the at- 
carries a vocalist, billed simply as! mosphere; Eli Spivak gives out with 
Froshine, a cute looker with pipes | Russki vocals to self-guitar accomp; 
that are sweet and clearly-defined.| and Paul Taubman, at the piano- 
She also works on the floor. organ, is unobtrusive with his tunes. 

Ralph Brown m.c.s and is a clever Room is in two portions, one ter- 


| tapster, too, who polishes off a brace | raced and overlooking Central Park; 
'of slick routines with an okay im-| and the main hall, a bit below the 


pression of Bill Robinson going to} penthouse view, more clubby, with a 
town. Best bets on bill are Earle} huge fireplace at one end, and the 
and Frances (New Acts), flashy | bar at the other. It’s a different sort 
hoofers who could fit in well any-| of an environment in many respects, 
where. Vocal part of layout, aside | and gets an unusual selective patron- 
from Froshine’s contribution, is con-] age. Robert maitres skillfully. 
fined to Jillie Smith, heavy-set bari- Abel. 
— who goes in for the usual sepia —_——— 
chants, ‘Old Man River’, ‘That’s Why 
Darkies Were Born,’ etc. He’s more LE RUBAN BLEU, N. Te 
shouter than singer, however, and 
of he produces 
doesn’t almost make for ear-ease. . 
Somewhere there’s a voice, but it Caspar 
needs development and restraint. 
Casino’s using a local team of jit- 
terbugs, Faye and Jimmy, and kids 
They’re garbed 
a la collegiate, jive style, and unload 


This counterpart of Le Bouef sur 
le Toit and Le Ruban Bleu, Paris 
boites, with which Herbert Jacoby 
has been identified, is one of the con- 
sion of dips and spins. Bill also | Sistent after-theatre drop-in_ spots. 
includes Myrtle Wilson, with plenty ; Sans couvert, but to a $1.50 and 
of s.a.. who comes up with an exotic | $2.50 minimum, it’s an intime room 
bumping-weaving session that’s the | Of some 50-75 capacity, when jam- 
ringsider’s delight, and Dewey Tay-| Packed, with strictly no dancing. 
lor, mouth organist who makes the | There are quick reprises of intimate 
instrument talk. divertissement, in frequent succes- 


The night show was caught, Ethel | Sion, and two pianists, at twin Stein- | 
| Waters and 


‘Mamba’s Daughters’ | ways, who plug the gaps. 


troupe were guests-of-honor, and 


good measure, with Willie Bryant| spot, Nan Blakstone, a_ seasoned 

(Gilly Bluton in the show), a former | comedienne, now blondined, is more 

Harlem bandleader and m.c., taking | 52d street than Ruban Bleu. How- 

charge of the extra-curricular acti- | ever, her indigo stuff goes heavily 

vities. Cohen. |here, the distinction being that 

| it’s forthright and obvious as against 

|some of the more literate but equally 

BROOKLYN CLUB | paprika innuendoes heretofore dished 

| forth in the Dwight Fiske manner. 

(BROOKLYN, ILL.) Caspar Reardon, swing harpist, is 

_—— another new wrinkle for the Ruban 

Brooklyn, Ill., Dec. 8. Bleu. He cuts up with original and 

Sammy Walsh, Anita Jakobi, Mc- ‘St. Louis Blues’ type tunes on the 
Donald & Ross, Three Randall Sis- | strings. 

ters, Hal Lewis, Brooklynettes, Joe 


Winter Orch (7). | to self-guitar accompaniment, is a 
— neat starter. The senorita has been 
Although the casino section of this around before. She has a_ nice 


brunet personality and plucks a 
mean pizzicato on the oversized uke, 
while chanting her rhumba rhythms. 

Cliff Allen and Billie Holiday, un- 
adulterated Harlem, despite their 
impeccable formal getup, are a killer 
pianology team, she doing the vocals 
up front. Allen straighting at the 
ivories. Miss Holiday is a standard 
on the disks and sells their lyric 
values, in rhythm, heavily. ‘I’m 
Gonna Give You Something Tonight 
Baby’ is a standout in their routine. 

Abel. 


east side spot is in total eclipse be- 
cause of grand jury action, and mid- 
week biz has dipped accordingly, 
management continues to book strong 
shows despite the subsequent loss in 
revenue. Current unit, with Sammy 
Walsh m.c.ing, tops anything in this 
neck of the woods. 

Walsh, clowning, gagging, warbling 
and terping, does enough to consti- 
tute a dandy one-man show. How- 
ever, he has some swell supporting 
acts, among them being Anita Jakobi, 
'a blonde looker, who scores with an 
since opening here, she’s been in | s* 
for unit, opening with Hawaiian B ossom oom 
in Memphis, Dec. 29. (ROOSEVELT, H’'WOOD) 

McDonald and Ross turn in swell 
/novelty terps that are a combo of | 
| ballroomology, acro and_ tapping, | 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Odetta Iolani, Kahala Maparana, 


Jacoby hosts and emcees. His new 
customers got an extra show for| lineup brings two new faces to this | 


‘minimum of effort. Alvin Kaleo- 
/hani is the native vocalist and Kenny 
| Allen tenors. alternately. Owens | 
takes up the muted trumpet occas- | 
ionally. 
Room has three CBS wires a week, | 
two cross country and one along the 
Coast. Owens is in for six weeks 
but Hull says he can stay eas long | 
as he wants. Helm. 


_ CLUB ROYALE, DET. 


Detroit, Dec. 8. 
Eddie Peabody, Alice Dawn, Nice, 
| Florio and Alice, Dorothy Crooker, 
| Royalettes (6), Danny Demetry’s 
Orch with Preston Lambert, Ann 
Bolen, Chet Everharat. 


This spot, steadily building its en- 
atertainment, hits its top on show 
expenditure with this bill. 

Formerly the Chalet, which got 
some bad press during the gambling 
hullabaloo in Michigan, it has been 
given a neat do-over. 

Eddie Peabody, helped by a warm 
house, seems to have all it takes for 
nitery work. His enthusiasm culls 
up plenty of din as he m.c.s the show 
before bringing himself on. 

In his spot, Peabody's on ‘South of 
Border’ and impromptu jigs get a big 
hand, but he seems to score best 
when he fiddles ‘I Cried for You,’ 
with plenty of hot breaks, and ‘Listen 
to the Mocking Bird.’ They kept 
bringing him back at this show, and 
he wound up with his ‘two banjos’ 
effect. 

Alice Dawn, who warbles with 
plenty of gusto, sells easily and clicks 
best with a slick arrangement of 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.’ Dorothy 
Crooker. control dancer, also goes 
over. Nice, Florio and Alice knock 
themselves out with their rough- 
house, and the Royalettes go into 


| famous dancing men. 
Since Danny Demetry’s band plays 
soft music and can make easy switch 
| to rhumba, which has the town nuts. 
both Peabody with ‘South of Border’ 
and Miss Dawn, encoring with ‘South 
American Way,’ cue into the current 
|eraze. During orch interludes, Ann 
Bolen, with Chet Everhardt as pian- 
ist, is providing blues which get 
plenty of attention. Preston Lam- 
bert, an occasional m.c. at this spot, 
also ballads effectively during the 
lulls. Pool. 


a moon. First place, the wicket de- 


mand is 35-55c, highest at a down- 
town theatre in seven years. 

First show here ran 67 minutes, 
after which the squeeze was applied 
to get it down to 59 minutes. For 
unopened territory, the title and the 
nudity will bring in the customers. 
However, in spite of this, the show 
goes all the way down to the last 
10 minutes before the first possible 
affront to family trade shows up. 

Only two turns hint at disturbing 
the Carrie Nations. They are the 
Van Horn and Carlos turn and An- 
nette De Boise. Van Horn and 
| Carlos the was the Ritz Bros. foil in 
‘Gorilla,’ wearing the monkey suit) 
do one of those beauty-and-beast 
routines, with the gal shedding trap- 
pings prior to an over-shoulder carry 
by the gorilla down through the 
house. De Boise femme is in an 
ordinary under-gauze, no-bra walk 
that’s for the baldies. Both are off 
base, belonging in burley. 

The chorus sports 10 girls, and does 
three mumbers, an opening Parisi- 
enne, a kiddie rope-hon and a Cuban 
bit, in addition to a parade session 
near finale. The rope number is 
weakest, probably because ‘Three 
Little Fishes’ has run itself out. 

Jean O’Brien, Maxine Marshall 
and Jean Sharpe sidle up to the mike 
in the ‘Fishes’ turn, second girl 
routine, and vocal bits of the chorus. 
Miss O’Brien gets away best with 
the baby-talk. In the rhumba, 
Eleanore King is featured, fronting 
= line with a heel grind and hip- 

Oss. 

Joe Kelso and Shirley Lee split 
their act, doing first a magic stretch, 
and later Kelso, imitating Chaplin, 
goes through his okay juggling. Con- 
tortions are Woolsey and Clair, who 
do near dislocations. It’s a slow- 
mover, but with a fair share of 


Herbert Jacoby, Graziella Paraga,| smaller units to present styles of | laughs. Missing Bros. are balancers 


anil comedy acro wor ers. They 
take a long time settling down. but 
when they do, they handle them- 
selves expertly. Soft shoe number, 
and smoothly done, is by the Donley 
Sisters. 

Neat novelty is Al Rags. who, in 
one, ‘paints’ pictures with old hunks 
of cloth, pieced together. He’s fol- 
lowed by the sock Well Bros., a 
circusy turn, even to the clo\.n mem- 
ber. Jean Moore, separating the 
two nudes, reaches for the high ones 
in a couple of tunes, most always 


Burlesk Review 


TROC, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 
‘Barrel of Fun’ unit with Wauneta 
Bates, Leonie Thurston, Peggy 
Boughton, ‘Shorty’ McAllister, 


making it. 

| Harry Shannon, Jr., has the band, 
,and Shannon, Sr., is the company 
manager. Unit is Mexico City- 
| bound, booked there for a month, 
Show is a Sollie Childs unit. Barn, 


SHOOTING HIGH 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 7. 
| Oswald (Tony Labriola), Carl 


Graziella Paraga, Cuban songstress 


| ‘Stinky’ Fields, Aileen Dale, George , Freed Harmonica Lads, Jan Murray, 

| Reynolds, Denny Lyons, Patricia! Junior Mel Ody, Marie Louise, 
Cornell, Lew Powers, Line (16), Mer-| Madamoiselle Marvel, Line (8); 
rick Valinote’s Orch (8). | ‘Stop, Look and Love’ (20th). 


This Izzy Hirst unit was still in| Ex-stooge for Ken Murray, all Os- 
the process of being tossed together!) wald appears to require is a straight 
when caught. The strippers are all| to feed him the lines to score heav- 
okay on looks, do their doffing ac-| ily. He gives the customers the pat- 
ceptedly and work pretty much aster they expect, and then surprises 
far as the conservative law in Philly | most of them with a nifty, showman- 
allows, which is about the same 4s | like turn on the accordion, enabling 
New York in this respect. him to score heavily. 

Wauneta Bates is standout for; Junior Mel Ody, juggler, opens 
looks and form but she’s off in a flash | show with run-of-mill turn set off by 
soon as she gets down to the G-/ neat novelty with Japanese parasol 


string. Peggy Boughton’s figure is and ring. Act is spotty, but bobbles 
neat and the boys demand more.) are offset by comedy bits. Carl 
Leonie Thurston, always a fave here,| Freed’s Harmonica Lads furnish top 


is a flashy redhead who bumps and / entertainment with fast presentation 
grinds aplenty while peeling. : |of harmonica novelties. accentuated 
‘Shorty’ McAllister and ‘Stinky’| by comedy between Freed and one 
| Fields, along with straight man) of the instrumentalists. Harmonica 
|George Reynolds and Aileen Dale,| Lads also double as eight-piece stage 
talking femme, get plenty of laughs band. Freed’s spoon-clicking rhythm 
with the slapstick and rough-house. | novelty with band clicks, but capers 
| Best bits are the standard burley|and corny clarineting drags and 
‘courtroom and _ tailor-shop. scenes.| misses fire. 
| Others wallow in the blue and are Marie Louise gets so-so reception 
'tiresome. Quartet are best in the) for her acro-contortion turn, doing 


some of his lyrics supplementing ‘Oh, | plus plenty of knockabout. the girl 
Johnny’ are in bad taste, being too getting the punishment. The Three 
lue even for Lynch’s patrons. Randall Sisters are o.k. as they trill 


The Glamour Girls, a line of svelte | ‘Jumping Jive,’ but n.s.g. as they | 


Cokers in eye-filling costumes, do| gang up for ‘The Old Apple Tree.’ 
he Spectacular numbers. Neil | Hal Lewis, who saxes with the orch. 
Fontaine’s crew plays for | does ‘Happy Birthday Tonight and 
ancing and accompanies the acts, , ‘South of Border’ with eclat. | 
— maestro, who has gained poise | Show gets under way with the 
vo. ce his debut here two months ago, Brooklynettes (4), house line, doing 
Cal-accomps the girl numbers. |a costume number in flimsy gray 
aa Heath. Mona Reed and Sally | gowns that reveal shapely gams. 
cocktan’ standbys here, sing in the | Gals are showing improvement with 
| aoa room, accompanied by Herb/ each show. Walsh lures Joe Winter 
lulls Ow at the piano, during the | into fiddling ‘Roses of Picardy, then 
Shal. ‘sneaks into an adjoining room, 


Kenny Allen, Harry Owens Orch. in the groove for Troc patrons. 

(12). Patricia Cornell, who plays an ac- 
cordion solo, also plays a concertina 
| Hollywood's first hot spot has been | while dancing with the line in a 
‘an open-and-shut affair since it|ballet number. She scores nicely. 
| blossomed some 15 years ago. Pros- | Denny Lyons does the warbling with 
|pering in the early days, it incu- | the girlie numbers and a brief ven- 
| bated several name bands and drew |triloquist turn. Just fair. Lew 
|most of the name crews that came | Powers, oldtime comic, is sad in his 
‘west. In the past five years it has | effort to be funny. . 
‘fallen on lean days and has been Production is nil. Chorines are 
‘pretty much of an albino pachyderm | above average for burley shows in 
to its owners. Tommy Hull, chain |looks, but lack rhythm. , Valinote’s 
| hotel operator, decided to give it | band plays loud, and that’s all. | 
another chance and put it up to Biz good. Shal. | 


Leilani Kahookahi, Alvin Kaleolani,| rough-and-tumble biz and are right, the customary stuff. Line of eight 


girls dances passebly in three tries, 
scoring heaviest with military revue 
in patriotic costume done as flag- 
waving finale, with marching sol- 
diers filmed on backdrop. Line is 
composed of young lookers and 
shown to good advantage also in ball- 
room number. 

Jan Murray m.c.s acceptably and 
straights for Oswald pleasingly. Ma- 
damoiselle Marvel furnishes hip- 
twitching as scenery for one of Ose 
wald’s gags. 

Biz fair at show caught (Thurs- 
day). Just. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 13, 1939 


Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (December 15) 
THIS WEEK (December 8) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY | 
State (14) 


Ted Mack 
Wells & 4 Fays Everett West 
Estelle Taylor Troy & 


Paul Remos Co 
James Barton 
Rimacs 


Cynda Glenn 
Frankivn Db’ Amore 


Paramount 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (15) 


tinaldo | 


NEW YORK CIry 


Paramount (13) BL FFALO 
Allan Jones Buffalo (15) 
Mary Martin Cab Calloway Ore 

ohnny Green Ore CHICAGO 
Mason Chieage (15) 

ATLANTA Tito Guizar 

Paramount (15) 4 Franks 
Ozzie Nelson Ore Harry James Ore 
Rose Ann Stevens MARION 
Ghezzis Palace (16 only) 


Don Cummings 


Norma Gallo 


Smiley Burnett Co 


RKO 


NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (14) 
Edwina Eustis 
Great Panzini 
Leon Fokine 
Carlof Peterson 
Val Gueral 
Hilda Eckler 
Alice Young 


Robbins Bros Co 
(14-17) 
Katherine Wesifield 

F & J Hubert 
Eton Boys 
Senator Murphy 
Honey Fam 
CLEVEWAND 
Palace (15) 


ADE D 


ALLEN AND KENT 


UVAL 


ROXY, NEW YORK 

Via: MARK J. LEDDY 
| 
Vivian Smith Robbins Bros Co 
Alma Lee Roy Davis 
Stadlers Nan Rae Co 
Antaleks Gr Gretonas 
Rockettes (8) 
Corps de Ballet Martha Kaye (Co 


Erno Rapee Symph 
BOSTON 
Memorial (6-10) 

Aircardi 

ay Davis 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Johnny Downs 


DAYTON 
Colonial (8) 
Moulin Rouge Rev | 
SAN FRANCISCO | 
Golden Gate (14) 
Blackstone 

| 


Warner 


NEW CITY 
Strand (15) 
Al Donahue Ore 
Emmett Oldfield Co 
3 Oxford Boys 
Gloria Blake 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (15) 
Dead End kids 
Gray Gordon Ore 


J & J McKenna 
WASHINGTON 
Farle (15) 


Gae Foster Gls 
Arnolds 
Milt Herth 8 


Ross & Pierre 
Nash & Fivans 


($8) 
Charles Butterworth 
Judy Starr 
Gautier Co 
Olive White 
Don Rice 


Deval, Merle & D 
(8 

Jimmy Dorsey Ore 

Betiy Bruce 


5 Maxellos 


| Harry Donnelly 


Angela 


| Jack White 


|G 


Provincial 


Week of D 


ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 

Ley Bates 
DUNDEE 
Palace 

Trvoise Co 

Martin & Holbein | 

Ada & Eddie Daros 


Peg 


ecember 4 . 


LIVERPOOL 

Shakespeare 
Talbot O'Farrell 
Lily Morris 
Bransly Williams 
Harry Tate 
Albert Whelan 
Rex Harte & June 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Barney Gallant's 
Ann Palmer 
Irene Barclay 
Nellie Paley 
Carter & Bowie 


Bill Bertolotti's 
Den Sylvio Ore 
Angelo's Rh'mba Ba 
Roberta Welch 
Billy Cascade 
Beryl! Cooper 
Dorothy Blaine 
Corlies & Palmer 
Loretia Lane 
Ann White 


Bill's Gay 90's 
Charles King 
Ethel Gilbert 
Billy Lorraine 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Gus Wicke 


Stephen Isles 


Cafe Seciety 
Joe Sullivan Ore 


Chateau Moderne 
Paul Bass Ore 
Velez 
Gabriel 
Geo Rixon 
Andy Pendleton 


Club 18 


Pat Harrington 
Jane Reynolds 
Ruth Clayton 
Wilma Novak 
Gaye Dixon 
Frankie Hyers 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
Vince Curran 
Geo Clifford 
Andrews Ore 
Club Gaucho - 
Los Argentinos 
Nedra Madera 
Gabriel & Giralda | 
los Caballeros 
Marie del Carmen 
Luis Ortiz 

Cotten Club 
Louis Armstrong O 
Alan & Anise 
Bobby Evans 
Stump & Stumpy 
Maxine Sullivan 


Hotel Commodore 
Sammy haye Ore 


Hotel Biltmore 
Geo Ore 
4 Bachelors 
Tanner Sis 
Patsy Parker 
Jean Blair 
Vera Fern 
Ann Durson 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 


Frankie Masters O 
Marian Frances 
Jay Matthews 
Buss Dillon 


le 
Olsen 


Hoiel Lexington 


Ray Kinney Ore 
Meymo Hoit 


Hotel Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Ore 


Hotel MecAlpin 


J Messner Ores 
Jeanne D'Arcy 


Hotel New Yorker 


Paul Whiteman Or 
Joan Kdwards 
Clarke Dennis 
Modernaires 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Artie Shaw Ore 
Ralph Rotgers Ore 


Hotel Purk Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Pancho Ore 
talph de Villa Ders 
Dinora 
Hotel Pierre 
Richard Himber 
Ethel Levy 
Fred Lowery 
Gali Gali 
Ella Shields 
Georgie Harris 
Hotel Plaza 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Carolyn Horton 
Medrano & Donna 
Jane Pickens 


Or 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Orc 
Dwight Fiske 


Hotel St. Moritz 


Avis Andrews 
Princess Vanessa 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Don McGrane Ore 
Fritzi Scheff 
Beatrice Kay 
Claire Scott 
Margot Krander 
Frank Libuse 

Tom Patricola 
Clyde Hager 


Independent 


NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (15) 
Borrah Minevitch 
Geo Prentice 
Als W Loval C 
Mariorie Dave 
Variety Sinvers 
Gae Foster GIs 
Paul Ash Ore 
Century (15-17) 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Windsor (14) 
Rob Crosby Ore 
Frances Faye 
felett & Ene bros 
Raymond Wilbert 
BROOKLYN 
Flatoush (14) 
Lucky Millinder Ore 
Buck & Rubbles 
Aida Brown 
8 Ber Bros 
Edwards Sis 
Tramp Band 
BALTIMORE 
State (17-20) 
Eddie Stanley ( 
Paul Petit 
(One to 
(14-16) 
Bud Carlell & Ross 
Taylor & jarbara 
Keene 2 
Hippodreme (15) 
Al Trenton 
Horton Spurr 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyric (17) 
ReVel Dancers 
LeVan & Bolles 
Lloyd Nevada Co 
Garner & Wilson 
(2 to fill) 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (15-17) 
Delta & Raye Kev 
Great Huber 
Fosier & HBaite 
Grace loro 
Virginia & Gus 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (12-14) 
Rachael Carlay 


‘o 


Mansean Tr 

| Lucille Johnson 
Emma Francis 

| lulu Bates 

| Willie Solar 

Harry Armstrong 


| Elizabeth Murray 
| El Chico 
Carroll & Howe | Hugo Mariani Ore 
4 Aicardis | Soledad Miralles 
Marey Bros & Bea | norita & Valero 
Delta & Raye Rev] 74 Gitanilla 
FREEPORT | Maria Lopez 
Freeport (11-15) pes Belmonte 
Adrian Rollint 3 | Famous Door 
LeVan & Lolles | Woody Herman Orc 
DeVel Danceis Inkspots 
Rod Rogers Gold) Koom 
fallard & Rae (Ambassador Hotel) 
HARTFORD Ramon Ramos Ore 
State (15-19) Joe Howard 
tuby Norton 
MILW Al KEE Lea Barbari 
Riverside (8) Rita Shaw 
> Arthur Behan 
\ Or | 
Ken & Rav Paigs¢ | 
Wrnn 2 Will Ward 
Dolly sell Marjon Roberge 
Ruster rowns Mary Olcott 
Buddy Green Greenwich Village 
fetty Atkinson Casino 
Lee Mason Geo Renard Orc 
Rex W eber Tom Hardy 
Lee Leonard Anne Crosby 
Satan 8 Val Voltane 
MINNEAPOLIS Jules de Salvo 4 


Minnesota (8) 
Wally Vernon Co 
Petch & Deauville 
7 Faludys 
Stevens Kro Co 
Jack Malerich 

PATERSON 

Mauajestie (19-21) 
f Marvelettes 
Chester & Kayden 
Jack Gwynne Co 
(2 to filly 
(15-18) 

Al Lane 


Ore 


Ted & 

Johnson Fam 

(3 to fill) 

PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (14) 

3 St John Bros 

Romano Bros 

Bob Faston 

Edna Dee 

Masters & Rollins 

16 Lonergan Gls 

Poleres Shaw 


Havana-Madriad | 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito Sanabria Or 
Rosita Rios 
Sergio Orta 
Estela & Papo 
Gene Alvarez 
Pedrito & Chino 
Tapia & Maeclovia 
Elba Valladares 

Hickory House 
Louis Prima Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 


Del Courtney Ore 
Marissa Flores 
Lawrence White 
Hotel Astor 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Sande Williams Ore 
H'tel Belmont-Plaza 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Gloria Daye 
Bailey Sis 
Ross McLean 


Eddie Varzos Ore 
Fawn & Jordan 
Gypsy Nina 
Velma Raye 
Glen Pope 

3 Idlers 


Hotel St. Regis 

(iridium Koom) 
Chas Baum 
Dorothy 
B & J Heasley 
Marie de Forest 
Harriette Haddon 
stewart 
Lucille La Marr 
Horn 
Norah Gale 

Hotel 
Guy 


Ore 
Lewis 


Koosevelt 
Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 
Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
(Empire Room) 
Nat Brandwynne O 
Benny Goodman Or 
|} JAonel Elampton 
Gloria Day 


Tobin 
s‘letcher Henderson 
Mondello 
Hartman 
(Sert Room) 
Emil Coleman 
Adelaide 
De 


Toots 


Paul & 


Ore 
Moffeit 
Marcos 
Kit Kat Club 
Connie McLean Ore 
Pear! Baines 
Flash & Dash 
Velma Middieton 
3 Jones Boys 
Bob Parrish 
Ida James 
sessie Dudley 
La Conga 
Carlos Molina Ore 
Drigo Ore 
Diosa Costello 
Desi Arnaz 
Teresita Osta 
Celina & Alberto 
La Martinique 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Oscar de la Rosa O 
Elvira Rios 
DeAngelo & Porter 
Georgie Tapps 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Nicki Raymond Ore 
Don Marton Ore 
Murray Harmon 
Tisdale 3 
Ann Francine 


Le Ruban Bleu 


aspar Reardon 


| Nan Blakstone 
r 
G 


| Lou Martin Ore 
| Eddie Davis 
Donald Burr 
Ruth Saito 
H & H Abbott 
Nite Wits 
Mon Paris 
Larry Siry Ore 
Mary Cohan 
Paradise 
Emery Deutseh Orc 


| Marlynn 


raziella Parraga 
Leon & Ediie’s 


Lennie Hayton Ore 


Jack Waidron 
Janis Andre 
Helen Parmer 
John Elliot 
Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 
Eli Spivak 
Place Blegante 
Ernest 
Arthur Tubert 
Vincent l'e Costa 
Bill) Farrell 
Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Or« 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Lou Williams 
Madaivn White 
Wilson Lang 
Kainbow «rill 
Barry Winton Ore 
& Michael 
Rainbow Room 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Ben Cutler Ore 
Betty Randall 
Lois January 
fave & Naldi 
Senator Ford 
Anne Gerard 
Russian Kretchmea 
Gypsy Rita 


Franz 


Beverly Wilshire 
Arthur Murray 
Dancers 
Ray Noble Ore 

Biltmore Bowl 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Jimmy Castle 
6 Danwells 
Plato & Jewel 
Consolo & Melba 
3 D's 
Alfredo Rhumba Bd 
Dorothy Braudon 


Cate Caliente 


Don Enrique Ore 
Panchita 

Don Manuel 
Kirby & de Gage 


Luis Banuelos 
Cafe La Maze 
Hal Chanslor Ore 
Club Bali 
George Yount 
Bruz Fletcher 
Cocoanut Grove 
Horace Heidt Ore 
and Entertainers 
Earl Carroll 
Ken Stevens 
3 Lovely Sis 
3 Nonchaiants 
Angulardo Ore 
Nirska 
Lamberti 
Johnny Woods 
Four Hot Shots 
Lela Moore 
Susan Miller 
Bervl Wallace 
Reginald Craig 
Igor & Tanya 
Archie Bleyer Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Pat Lane 
Flor’tine Gn Follies 
Jennings & Murray 
French Casino 
Jack Laughlin 
Eddie Wilsons Ore 
Grace Huyes Lodge 
Neville Fleeson 
Grace Hayes 
| Jerry Lester 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Jeffrey Gill 
Nick Cochran Ore 


Gay Nineties 
Marguerita Padula 
Caits Bros 
Pat & Patsy Moran 
Huwatian Paradise 
Luana Woods 
Sam hkohi Ore 
Hwood Onyx Club 
Lovee Lane 
Marie Brsant 


Dudies Dickerson 


Ambassador Hotel 


Geraldine Ross 
Joey Reardon 
Howard Brooks 
Art Kassel Ore 
Blackhawk 


Don Pedro Cre 
Joe Sanders Ore 
Adrienne 
Sis & Bud Roberts 
Helen Rogers 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km) 
Aristocrats Ore 
Dale Evans 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Annette Kennedy 
Joe Nardulli 
Gertrude Tobin 
Bob Billings 


Brondmont 
Lydia Harris 
Val Williams 
Dot Carlson Gls 
Bordine & Carroll 
Jane Moran 


Herb Rudolphs Ore 


Monrchito Ore 


| Howard 


LOS ANGELES 


Tania 

Simeon 
Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Polahova 
Michel Michon 
Mischa Usdonov 
Volodia Katoyv Ore 


Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 


Club Minuet 
Inez Gambel 
Betty Hill 
Alvira Morton 
Art Fischers Ore 
Del Estes 


Club Spanish 
Johnny Tucker 


Wesley Davis 
Jules Alberti Ore Patsy Snyder 
4 Debutantes Dolly Moss 
Carol Sheldon Leo “Franz Ore 
iirace bDeVita 


Siork Club 


Charlie Murray Ore 


Versuilles 

M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Cross & Dunn 
Marie Spalding 

Village Barn 
Ore 
Laura Wellogg 
Jave Martin 
Walter 
Klaine & Marry 
Lou Valero 
Montana Wranglers 

Whirling Top 
Yeo Morris Ore 
Eileen Mercedes 
Rarbara Johnson 
Barbara McDonald 


Snowball & Johnny 

Juanald Carter 

Jesse Cryor 

Cee Pee Johnson O 
It Cafe 

Mayta 

Diana Gayle 

Don Roland Ore 
Lua Conga 

Paul Featherstone 


Colony Club 
Sephie Tucker 
Cross & Dunn 
Fernando Canay Or 


Tony Pastor's Don Orlando Ore 
Mario Merin Ore Colostimos 
Carole Chapelle Jack Prince 
Marcella Claire NTG Revue 
Larry MeMahon Kve Arden 
Pat Rossi Yvette Dare 

‘Troe Kddie White 

| Bob Freedley Ore Frank Quatrell Ore 
Roy Sedley Pronaph 
Mousie Garner Club Delisa 
Prince & Clarke Dorise Bradley 
Glenda Hope Sam 
Jane Wayne Marion Abernathy 
Mabel Scott Wesley Long 

; Jerri Withee Chippie Hill 


Jitterbugs 
Rhythm Willle 
Charice Isom 
Parterlle Gl 
Red Saunders Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 
Johony Banga Ore 
(Peacock Km) 
Joe Vera 
(Pompeiiun Rm) 
Irving Margrafft 
Drake Hotel 


(Gold Coast Koom) | 


Wayne King Ore 
Ruth Day 
Diane Denice 

F lorios 


Edgewater Beach 


Hotel 

(Beach Watk) 
Ray Herbeck Ore 
Paul Gerrits 
Earl & Jo Leach 
Virginia Hayes 
Harriet Smith Gls 
Herb Foote 


El Dumpo 


Mary Marshall 
Raymonds 
Madeline Gardner 


‘arlos Fernandez OG} Solly Avers 
‘ Stan Rittoff Ore 
Eduardo Chavez Or | Bob-O-Lyn Gls 
Entertainers 
‘lub 
> 5 Mollie Malone 
Walter Dyson Cecil Manning 


Jane Jones 

Paul Kendall 

Grace Palmer 
Marcus Daly 

Rhythm Rascals 

Paris Ino 

Lowell & Randolph 

Mavis Minns 

Lucinda & Rosita 

Dominic 

Marg’'rite & M’rtinez 

Ken Henr)son 


Grace Mack 

Pegey Leonard 

Margie Lee 

Leon Darrell Ore 
885 Club 


Johnny Honnert 
Senators Orc 

Franke’s Casino 
Patsy Lu Rains 
Mary Camp 
Diane Clifton 
Ritchies 


Eric Massey Helen Fox 

Henry Monet Kay Karrol 

Helen Miller Tonya 

Chuck Henry Ora Buddy Kirby 
Sardi’s Dick Conrad 

Del Porter and His | Bob Tinsley Ore 


Feather Merchants 


Gaiety Village 


Seven Seas | Jimmy Ames 
: | Be Trederi 
Danny Kaanna ricks 
|} Hawk @haw 
| Mel Peterson | Giay 90's 
Lillian Gibson Ginger Woods 
Al McIntyre Sid Schapps 
| E Bush Quartette De Nova Twins 
Slapsy Maxte’s Lee 
| Jessie Garwoo 
Loraine de Woods Bak Or 
(ireat Revel 
| Maxie Rosenbloom Giay Paree 


B MeD Highlanders | Sid Tomack,& R B 


Jerry Brandow 
Moore & Lewis 
Tommy Reilly Ore 
Somerset House 
Charles Healy 
Margaret Harris 
Harry Ringland 
Lou Sailee Ore 
Topsy's 
38 Ryans 
Frederick & Yvonne 
Dolores Gay 
Topsynettes 
Paul & Paulette 
Jan Garber Ore 
Victor Hugo 


CHICAGO 


Alicia Barth 

Ethel Brown 

Sylvia Tucker 

Harvey Charies Ore 
Graemere Hotel 


(Glass House Km) | 


Jack Ivett Ore 
Patsy Thomas 
Grand Terrace 
Farl Hines Ore 
Katherine Perry 
Nortens 
Beachcombers 
Red & Curley 
Grant Page 
Lucille Wilkins 
Leonard Reed 


Rudy Vallee Ore Harry’s New York 
White Elephant Ralph Cook 
Lillis Gibsor tetiy Storey 
Kay & F Ryck 
John Hale The 
Peppy & Peanuts 
Teddy Kline Or Deone Page 


Cave o’ Winds 


Paul Haakon 
Evans Gls 


Chinatown Bowery 
Tex Wagmer 


Mickey Cozzies Ore 
Hoveler Gls 
Hickory tna 


(Pum Room) 3ernie Green Pancho Villa Ore 
H MeCreerv Ore Judy Page Joan & Eddie 
‘on & Audrey LeM | Juanita fom Garvey 
Vivian Vincent Hi Hat 
(The Buttery) Josephine Rino Willie Shore 
LeMaire Rhumba O} Art Weiss Orc re Pe 
Bali Bali Celebrity Club a La 
Irv Dorenfeld Peaches 
Trudie Russell Dick Ware Jimmy Cassidy Ore 
Karen Kain Shirley Chandler ssid) re | 
Coed Gls Marjorie Mansell Ivanhoe 
Harris Ore Bert Lawerence Ore | Kit Kat 4 
Bar o’ Musie Dolores Green Al Trace Ore 
Gail Lawrence Holly Swanson 
Joe Lyman Blondie Gls Helen Swinner 
Leon Chess | ‘ Kay Becher 
Eddy Danders | Chez Paree kK 2 1 
Ray Conlin Abe Lyman Ore X00 oe Klub 
Bismarck Hotel Rose Blane Princess Natoma 
(Walnut Room) Joe E Lewis Diane Lee 
Hadiey Gis Stapletons Beth Miller 
Tamara Ace Welburn 


Karl Willis Ore 
Billy Kent 
Sandra lynn 
HWelen Hart 
Honore 


Tanya Cortez Pam Adair 

Edna Leonard Lita 

Millie DeMako Jean Cook 

Chuck Wilson Torchy Fargo 

Virginia Dovell L’Aiglon 
CluP Al Mary W Kilpatrick 


Bill Dalton 
Ruth Deane 
Suzan Kessler 
Alice Reard 
Eve Evon 
Ralph Lyndens 
Club Alabam 
Rio & Rita 
Sadie Moore 
Bee Haven 
Bernard & Henrie 
Bernie Adler 
Effie Burton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Ore 
Dorothy Dale 
Ecaie Roth Ore 


Or 


Eusebio Concialdi 

Don Quixote Ore 

Ennio Bolognini Or 
I. & L Club 

Eddie Gorman 

Belia Aren 

Gloria Lea 

Manuel Rudy 

Patt Nagar Ore 
Hotel La Salle 

(Blue Front Room) 

Little J Little Ore 

Kathleen Quinn 
Liberty Inn 

Dot Tillman 

Roma 


Valerie 
Mary Davies 
John Howard 


Cieorgia “LeReaw 
Jimmie O'Neil 


Marl Wiley Ore 
Limehouse 
Van Tells Ore 


Little Club 
Buygbie 
Melba Uasquay 
Spencer 
| Al Johnson 
MeGiraws 
| Ned Santrey 
{Bob Evans 
Smiley lrooley 
| Wilen Klenet 
| Andy Freeman 
| 


Chuck Andrews 
hit Chinard 
Jack ‘Tilson 
MeLaughtin’s 
Lou Reynolds 
Stan KRittot Ore 
Millstones 
Donia 
Harlin 
Koland Ore 
Riley 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotrhelt 
June St Claire 
Nameless 
Diane Henry 
Marl Backus Ore 
Kiddie Leon 
Lauretta De Boer 
Nappo Gardens 
Bobette Gls 


Frank 
June 
Jack 
Kadina 


Marton Miller 
Adele Filips 
Mignon 

Ann Dahl 
Harry Saix Ore 


Suzie ‘Q’ 
Yvonne Nova 
Thelma Marlin 
Texas Lee 
| Jerry Gerard 
Red Wilson Ore 

Swingland 
Johnny Longe Ore 
George Gould 
Pops & Lurie 
Butterbeans & Sue 
Nick Brooks Gls 
Thompson's 16 Club 
Ray Revnolds 
4 Sharps Ore 
Whitman 
Nyra Lou 
Sharon 
Muriel Joseph 
Rae Collins 
Patsy Du Brae 
Clenevieve Val 
Marsh McCurdy 


Three Deuces 
Raby Dodds 
Charles Meltride 
Darnell Howard 
Millie Holliday 
Mreddie Reed 
Lonnie Johnson 

Tower Ina 


Inez Gonan 
Mary Grant 

Decea 
Leonard 2 

ob O Let Gls 

Hawaiians 
Frank Davis Ore 


Dorothy Hill 
Pauline Ulack 
Dot Robinson 
Jane Lavonne 
Annette Arlue 
lave Rogers 
Ed Sellings Ors 
9750 Club 
Rocky Elaworth 
Paul Burkette 
Pat Paige 
Jane Cline 
Kvelyn Campbell 
Gloria Glenmore 
Marion Morrow 
George Slattery 
Bob Wrays Ore 
Old Heldelberg 
Old Heidelberg Co 
Murray Octeit 
Raonl Kantrow 
Sally Sharrat 
Swiss Hill Billles 
Herbie Orc 
Paddock Club 
Milly Erdman 
Fio Polus 
Aeden & Lane 
Colleen 
Mollie Manner 
Nadja 
George DeCoata 
lew hing 
Les Descamps Ore 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


Tommy Dorsey Ore 

Bob Neller 

I, Royce & Vanya 

Nik long, Jr 

Anita Boyer 

|; Jack Leonard 

| Abbott Dancers 

| Phil Dooley Ore 
row Wow 

Klaine Labey | 


Steve Stuteland Or! 


(Celtie Cate) 
Gene 


| 
Sherman Hotel | 


Kerwin 
Jaros Sis 
(Dome) 
James Hamilton 
Jerry Glidden 


(Panther Koom) 


Connie 
(iene 


Ore 


Haines 
Krupa Ove 
Tommy Wilson 
Irene Dave 
Roberts & 
Carl Marx 


Silhouette Club 


Larry 
Sule 
Joan 
dune 
Louse 
Joey 


White 


Forbes 
Harand 
Jolee 
Baylor 
Bentley 
Powell 
Conrad Ore 
Silver Bar 


| Gorda Young 


Mary O'Rourke 
Murge O'Neil 
Millia leavis 
Billie Howard 


Evelyn Waters 
Doris Fave 

Irene Stokes 

Silver Cloud 

| Wally Rand 

fetty Saxon 

Hal & Judy 


Stone 


Stewart | 
J e Rosella 
Murry 
Ray St Ore 
} lobanielg 
Hazel Zalus 
Silver Frolics 
Harry Harris 
Roina Noble 
Freida Weiner 
Les Doyle 
Fay Wallace 
Marle Cositella 
606 Club 
| Billy Carr 
Margret Faber 
Connie Fanslay 
Norre 
| Carol ford 
Alyse Serf 
Dagmar 
Marion Rogers 
Virginia Proctor 
Jackson & Nedra 
Carrie Finnelle 
Ann Valentine 
Taylor & Allen 
Boots Burns 
Joan 
Sol Take Ore 
Tripoli 3 
So Ho 
Hughes 
Jerry McKenna 
Toni Karon 
Rosetta 
laura 
Dianne 
Rudy Carr Ore 
Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Koom) 
Griff Williams Ore 
Buddy Marine 
Subway 
Sundigh Thomas 
Frank Litus 
Morrisoneite 
Al Garbell 
Peppy Otis 


*®iber 


Gis 


| Kay 


Dick 


lee 
Gis 


Gls 


| Pat Procelli 
Nikki Nikolat 
Betty Williams 


Town Club 
Margie Dale 
Frankie Donia 


3yron & Witt 
Bob White 
Joe Nitti Ore 


21 Club 
Jackie Allen 
Bob Allen 
Helena 
Tessie Mitchall 
C Carrington Ore 


213 Club 
Angela T.ea 
Nancy Dumont 
Bert MebDowel) 
Margie Kinkaid 


Villa Moderne 
Parker & l’rederick 
Carlos Molinag Ore 
Tony Cabot Ora 
Lucia Garcia 


Kay 


Vine Gardens 
Marie McCleary 
Collette & Ciale 
Angelo Lippech 
Richard 
Joe Wish Ore 

Whitehorse Ina 
Al Wagner 
hilly Meyers 
Jimmy Callison 

Winona Gardens 
Ken Leslie 
June Day 
Dixie Lee 

Yar 

Dortss Wittich Ore 
Janina Lattoda 
Claudia Corallt 

Ye Olde Cellar 
Arline Owens 
Mary KReth 
Chet Robles Org 
Dan Daniels 
Kuss Bishop 


Klotse Land 


Lillian Lee 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 


Rradfords 

Johnny Graft Ore 
Benneo Dicco 
Roberta Roberts 
Anchorage Stock Co 
Nick Frazetti 
Gumpy Comfort 


Benny the Bum 
Vocalaires 
Evelyn Duchess 
Vanderbilts 
Joa Frasetto Ore 
tthrenda Rivers 
Ben Perry, me 
Vegana 
Paul Florenz Gls 
Cary Leon 
Tut Mace 
Musical Maids 


Burgundy Km 
(Hotel Bellevue- 
Strafford) 

Clift Hall 
Gloria Vanderbilt 


Cadillac 
4 Rascals 
Dot Landy 
ll & Adrienne 
Emerald Sis 
Krank Milton 
Jack Newlon 
Bonnie Stewart 
Bernard Rich 
Billy Haves Ore 


Tavern 


Cafe Moroney 
Pen Fay's Orc 
Cedarwood Cabin 

(Malaga, N. J.) 


Krankle Schluth 
Walt Temple Oro 
Club 15 

Mr. X 
Martin & 
Doris Thompson 
Harry Holly 
Frances Claire 
Margie Bowman 
Jack Spangler 
Col Bobby Lee Orc 
Club Parrakeet 
Kenny Kramer 
Music Hall Gls 
Barbara Joan 
Lillian Russo 
Marie Holtz 
Jane Patterson 
Pen Fay Ore 
Jean Niles 
College Ina 
Joe Stevens Ore 
Norton Bros 
Frankie Richardson 
tou Tomasco, Jr 
Warner & Valerie 
Jovettes 
Jean Lamar 
Gaile Arden 
Loutse Ayres 
Crescent Log Cabin 
(Gloucester Hghts, 
N. J.) 
Warren Countiss 
Joe Kraft Ore 
Sydney & Ames 
June Eldridge 
Marlene Chester 
Delmonico’s 
Bill Steele 
Mac Pepper 
Wally Wanger Gle 
Kadie 


Eddy Morgan Ore 
Dutkin’sRathskeller 
Jaca'line Deauville 


Frank Ponti 

Ada Reynolds 
Hielen Wilson 
Jewel Ello 


Irving Braslow Orc 
Peppers 

Louis Williams 
Darlene Jones 
El Chico 
Lester 
Embassy 
Geo Clifford 
Johnny Parrish 
Betty & Sue 
Carlos & Carita 
Mimi Kellerman 
Billy Maples 
Dorothy Allen 
Edith Pillsner 
Louise Hagen 
Sidney Day 
Aileen Cunningham 
Curt Weiler Ore 
Nikke Nikol 
Virginia Renault 
Kay Keeny 
Stephanie Snyder 
-.Dorothy Murphy 
Mary Williams 
Trudy Martin 
Pedro Blanco Ore 


Evergreen Casino 


Maureen & Nowa 
Kay Allen 
Joe Cook, Ir 


Ann 


Ruth Heiselman 
Leone Leslie 
Helen Chuckles 
Vee Ames Gls 
Pat Shevlin Ora 
Madelyn Wallace 
Millie Jestrah 
1523) Locust 
Fthelind 
Buobles Shetby 
Music Hall Gis 
Gloria Ray 
sernice Berg 
Frances Lenox 
Elaine Black 
Lorene Rhoda 
Dolores Merrill 
Kings of Swing Or 
Pegev MeCUloud 
Ted & Al Lane 


Hotel Ben Franklia 
Giarden Terrace 


Red Norvo Org 

Peexy Mecall 

D & Millee 
Gay 90's 

Pete Haves 

Chic Wi''iama Ore 

Ethel Fray 

May Jovy 


Peas & Cornbread 


Germantown Tavera 


Ted Austin Orc 
Gruber's Hof drau 
Johny Bauer 
Mann & Vicdell 
Nadine 

Monva Alba 
Gruber Hof Brau @ 
Marie 


Harris Tavera 
Alabama Corinne 
Robby Lyons 
Greta LaMiure 
Mary Joseph 


Hildebrand’s 


Lestie Sis 

Matto & Therese 

Billy Briil 

Pete Hays 

Lydia White 

Blossom Gis 

Abe Sher! 

Maurice Belmont 

Hobby Lee Ove 

Hildebrand 8 
Hotel Adetphia 
(Hawatian Roof) 

Al Vterra Orc 
Jack Lynch's 

(H Walton Koof) 

Yacht Boys 

Don French 

Vincent Rizzo Ore 

Rarney Zeeian 

Bob Russell 

Glamour Gls (1%) 

Herb Dubrow 

Sally Lamarr 

Kity Dorn 

Lydia Sue 

Frank Gaby 

Berry Bros 

Nell Fontsine Ore 

Mona Reed 

Jimmy Blake 
Jam Session 


Billy Kreshmer 
Jim Thorpe 
Hotel White Way 
(Atco, N. 4.) 
Johnny Guilfoyle 
Miriam Brown 
Keilers 
Johnny 
Corrine Hall 
Jack's Grille 
Ruth Webb 
Johnny Cahill 


Kraus Ors 


DubBour & Kenee 
Peggy Eames 
Josephine RBovie 


Jeanette Idler 
Paul Kane 
Geo Altmiller Ora 
Latimer Club 
Beverly Fisher 
Tommy Monroe 
Barbara Bradley 
Lynwood Barnes 
Joseph Hayes Ore 


Lexington Casino 


Elaine Martia 
Bob White 
Clifford & Jacksom 
Artie Nelson 
Cashie Costelle 
Helen Wilson 
Johnny Wages 
Charlie Gaines Or3 


Lido Venice 


Barbara Jones 
Danny Montgoimety 
Virginia Lee 
Katherine hing 
Estelle DuPress 
Edith Sallade 
Jamboree Orc 
Little Rathskeller 


Gaye Dixon 
Music Wall Boy? 
Dagmar 

Jackie Miles 


Countess Monoff 


Phyllis Merrill 


Bs 


» 
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Wednesday, 


December 13, 


1939 


VARIETY 


Victor Hugo Ore 
Melba 

Manoa Inn 
Ridley 
Phyllis 
Cuneo Oro 
Rochelle 


Bob 
Paul & 
Frank 
Dianni 
3 Debs 
Dee Doree 

poree & Ridley 
New Fireside Cafe 


Andy Russell 
Buck Calhoun 
3 Joyettes 
Jean O'Neill 
New Leader Cafe 


Eddie Jarvis Ore 

Davie Steiner 

Detty Moore 

Rose Gillen 

Pegxy Laslarr 
Open Door 


Leonard Cooke 

Stephanie & Craig 

Ethel Mader 

Babs & Roth 

Jimmy Rossi 

Marie Fitzpatrick 

Paul Lyneh 

Pon Anton Ore 

Peacock Gardens 

Sylvan Herman 

Ann Reed 
Patumbo's 


Gotham Gls 
Val Mar 
Johnny Leary 
Herbert Dexter 
Jerry Delmar Oro 
Evelyn Regan 
Lillie Beck 
Howard Reynold O 
Don and Juan 
Ferannti Trio 
Linsley Sis 
Philadelphian Room 
Martha Perry 
Dick Satterfield 
Rosemary Shawn 
Enters & Borgia 
Lee Kuhn Ore 
Katherine Smith 
Greteben Hav'’mann 
6 Graces 
Cassandra Kowall 
Alice Anderson 
Divie Quentin 
Eart Denny Ore 
Mildred Zuger 
Bob Flinch 
Purple Derby 
Willie Osborne 
Bella Belmont 
Ginger Dunn 
Mary Fitzgerald 
Rilly Hughes 
Viola Klaiss Oro 
Jean Lamarr 
Lyn 
Margie Mealy 
Vicki Parks 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
leo Zollo Ore 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 
Red Lion Inn 
Dolly Day 
Al Streit Oro 
Kitty Smith 
Graces Griffin 
Frank Dumont 
Sansom House 
Richard Bach 
Joe Dougherty 
Ruddy Nugent 
Bill Donahue 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Slim Gaillard 
Southland Rhythm 
Pearl Williams 
Slim Gaillard Ore 
Gibson & Gibson 
Warren & Bodee 


MILWAUKEE 


Athletle Club | 
Hal Munro Ore | 
Chet & Marcia 
Blatz Palm Garden | 


Paul Meeker Orc 
Lorna Lane 


Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Ore 
Chateau Club 


Stan Jacobson Ore | 
Maxgiey Gls 
Johnny Poat 
Thelma Ward 
Laurene Nevell 
Barney Starr 
Mata Monterla 
Zang & Todd 
Andre & Delphine 
Clover Club 


| 
Jing Brynd Oro | 
Faye Roberts 
Mary Kaye | 
Cleo & Ruth 
2 Coeds 
Rick & Snyder 
Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Mickey Goldman 


Club Madrid 
Cookie Harding 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Edina Enrico 
Ellen Kaye 
Cleo & Ruth | 
Sally Jovce 
Wally Johl 
Arnold Stein 
Kay & Wally 

Club Terris 
Gordon Gensch Ore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Edith Rae 


Congo Club 
Randolph & R 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Broadway 
Cristana Buc kner, 
Morton Brown 

onard Gay Ore 

Cornles: Ship 
Ren Doe Ore 
Ralph Lewis 
Louis Streeter 
Allen Dunn 
Zastrow & Wells 

Devines Eagles 
Ace Brig 
Ore 
Bob Martin 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Rick & Snyder 
Mamile’s Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Ruom) 


Willie Keller Oro 
|} Irina Brahn 
Lakota'’s 


|} Roberta 
| Patsy 
| Eddie 


| Patsy Mack 
Lynn if 


Roman Grill 
Bob Wilson 
Katherine Martin 


Spatola’s 
Doris Stauffer 
Daphne Stauffer 
Bob Ryan 


Stork Club 
Mary Vachon 
Judy Cummings 
Ven Raymond 
Ruddy Green 
Margie Smith 
Claire Green 
tHlenry Patrick Ore 
Alan Gale 


Stamp's Cafe 
Murray Parker 
Bert Lemish Ore 
4 Golden Gate Gls 
Lillian Morton 
Ramona Ray 
Al Moore 
Derby Wilson 
Jack & Johnny 


Silver Lake tun 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant Or 
Shandor and Margo 

Alice Lucey 
Newman Isros 
Marlyn Maynres 
Oscar 

Marie Hola 
George Reed 

Lee Lamond 
Stephanie & Craig 


20th Century 
Cltt Conrad 
16 Yvonettes 
Shannon & Mein 
Millie Elton 
Thompson Ore 
Midgie Fellows 
hil Spitalny Oreo 
Venice Grille 
Fay Ray 
Shandor & Margo 
Tanya Garth 
Geo Marchett! Ore 
Viking Cafe 
Rilly Keaton 
Pastines 
Jimmy Naegra Ore 
Juni & Kuni 
Jerrie Vance 
Fanchon 
Serlin 
Grace O'Hara 
Wagon Wheel 
Lorraine Wiley 
Al Wilson 
Joe O'Shea me 
Al Bastian Ore 
Rarnes Sis 
Al Adams 
Warwick Hotel 
Herb Hlagenor Ore 
Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 
Rudy Bruder 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Jack Moss 
Syvd Golden 
Hart 
Ted & Julia 
Raths'’r Eldoradians 
Eimer Seltzer 
Wilson's 
Joe Hough, m.c, 
8 Guardsmen 
Marion 
Texas Tommy 
Jordon & Grace 
Clayton Johnson 
Harry Johnson Orc 
Geo Bakay 
Yacht Club 
Mimi 
Joan 
Carita 
June 
llarry 


Stewart 
Coraz 


Rolleite 


jormn Oro 


Karl Ratsch's 


Robby Stuart 
Jullianne Desmond 


Billy Lamont 
Blue Room 3 
Mildred Seelby 
Rernice Barns 
Marie Kecky 
Lindy's 
Priscilla leeds 
Frances Parker | 


Sylv'ter Stambaugh 
Miami Club 

Gest 

Raker 

Rains 

Curry 

Everett 

Peggy Geary 

Gene Emera'd 

Johnny Davis Ore 

Oasis 


Batley Ore 
Hiartman 
Old Heideiberg 
Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Nonie Aorrison 
Louis Streeter 
Hoblie Rae 
ONeal 


GretyiIn 


llelen 


Rert 
Snooks 


Sandra 
Ray Van Day 

Plantation Club | 
Rert Batley 
Mary Webb 
Plintation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Htunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 
3 Jokers 

Reno 
Blake Ore 
Hlotter 
Banks 


ure 


Rift 
Vivian 
Rusty 
Ann Gregg 
Alma Williams 
Helen Claire 
Jean Hamilton 
Romona Brownvill 
tlal White 

Scaler's 
Tony Bauer Ore 
Genevieve Woods 
Gordon Walters 
Jessie & Viola 
Bing Burdick 
toma Costello 
Dolores Lamar 
Nancy O' Bien 

306 Club 
Robby Maynard Or 
Cab Horvath 
Teddy Capp 

Schwartz 
Dodo Ratchman 
Ray Wick 
Irene Griegs 
Claude Parmenter 

State Gardens 


Or 


Ste 
pate Swedish 
ee Selandia 


Grace py ysdale 


| Farl Rigg Ore 
| Irene Schrank 
Anita Alien 


Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lane 
Jean Jacques 


Helen Savage 
Jack Farreli 
Eve Evon 
Ray Wencil 


Jack & Jill Gail Parker 

Tic Top Tap Wirth’s Futuristic 
Martin & Marvel 


Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin Roof 
Fran Meekin Ore 


Jay Jason 
Jane Mathews 
Jackie Green 


Clyde Lucas Ore 
Town and Country Tom Sheridan 
Club Cappy Lewis 
Benny Skorch Ore Arnold Dupre 
Lurry Powell Maxine Reguette 


lrene Burke Lee Leighton 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village ilatton'’s Club 
Otto Thurn Ore Fred Heikell 
Fenwick & Cook Robbie Collins 
Karl & Gretchen Ruth Parker 
htossilamos Carmen Jameson 
Dorothy Frank line 


Margaret Aemmer Hotel Allerton 
Herman Pirchner Pat Ryan 

Avalon Al Lerner 
Hy Barron Ore Hotel Cleveland 


Bankoff & Cannon 
Marlyn Brittain 
Kay Prazis (3) 
George Everett Hale. 
Thelma Sloan 
Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 
Cedar Country Clu» 
Sherdina Walker 9 
Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Johnny Hudgins 
Fabian & Marie 
Lois Deppe 
Mitzi & Spitzi 
Lillian Young 
Mitzi Mitchell 
Chateau 
Chick Chaiken Ore 
Roberta Roberts 
Ralph Lewis 


Everett Hoagland 
Walt Bergen Orc 


Hotel Sterling 


Marty Lake Ore 
Gayle Gaylord 
Romono Costello 
Randolph Conjurer 
Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins O 
Luba Malina 
Pierre & Cherise 
Mardoni & Co 
Romany Three 
Hotel Statler 


Richard Bone Ore 
Dorothy Stone 
Charles Collins 
Myrus 

Frances Ernst 
Sam Costello 


Jack & Eddie's 


Erma Marsh Lillian Robertson 
Del Grey Line Bette Evans 
Joan Dal 
College tan Ann Starr 
Norman Brill Ore Sammy Lippman 
Duke Fredericks Arlene Rice Ore 


Sid Jacobs 
Roberta Green 
Sammy Burke 
Jockey Wilson 
Mathews 
Esther Jacobs 


Lindsay's Sky-Club 


Poison Gardner 
Pita White 
Harold Simpson 


Monaco'’s 


Freddie's Cafe Mary 
wis Cornwe 
Tony Emma Ore 


Velva Nalley 
Jackie Cornell 
Kddie Barnes 
Pearl Magley Line 


Jeanne Stewart 
Claude Hoagiand O 
Ohio Villa 
Freddie Carltone Or 

Mickey Katz 
Sammy Walsh 
Shayne & Armstr’g 
Hlouston & Harden 
Lytle Sis 
Southern Tavern 
Emil Velazeo 
Helene Gray 
Famous Door 
Virginia Ference 
Jack Elliott 
Reebe Sherman 
Major Abel 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 


Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti Ore 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 

Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Bill Lockman 

Hanna Grille 
Mona Marli 
Lenny Colyer 
Evelyn Dietz 
Pete Zuma 


Earl Bammell Ore 
(Book Casine) Nebiolo's 
Joe Sudy Ore 
DIG 
Elaine & Barry T 
5 (Motor Bar) Phil & Yvonne 
Eddie Fritz Ore Ray Carlin Ore 
Bowery Northwood Inna 
Tullah & Miy Spec & Spot 
Francis Renault Geraldine Ross 
Ren Omar Eileen Whitney 
Renee Hartman Gus Howard 


Gerita Jack Campbell Ore 
gerdun Jitterbugs 
Boweryettes (12) Oasis 
Harvey Stone Buddy Lester 
Johnny King Four Coqueties 
Chas Carlisle Palima 
Renny Resh Ore Ken Conroy 
Maurice & Andre Sammy Stern Ore 

Blue Lantern Palm Beach 
4 Jitterbugs Black Bros 
Temple & Marie Neslie & Norman 
La Comparsita Monnie Drake 
Ethel DeRoy Gls Tip Top Gls (6) 
Lee Walters Ore Amos Jacobs 

| Don Pablo Ore 


Commodore Club 
Powatan 


Peter Higgins 
Gregory & Raymond | Giovanni 
Laska Sis | Galente & Teonardo 
Libby Langford Lew Fidler Orc 
Hark Thomas Ore Redford Inn 
Corktown Tavern Don Miller Ore 
Steppe & Carlos Vovcalians 
& Anita Club Royale 
Mary J Chaddock Eddie Peabody 
Orlando Alice Dawn 
Ellen Kay Demar & Denise 
Diek Havil nd Dorothy Crooker 
tra ) Ore | 
| Danny Demetry Orc 
ub mperia Saks 
‘Garrett Trudy Chandler 
Norman Priest larry Wyle 
Sid Ward Mage & Carr 
Jean Russell } Pol Mars (6) 
Diana |} George Kavanagh O 
Nub Brown Ore San Diego 
London Chop House , Gardner Gis (4) 
lolly Frairs Ore Billy & Kitty Caro) 
jo Ann Maylin | val 
Havenero 4 | George Presnell 
Pur 1 Reves Al Alexander Ore 
Carlos Espino Statler Hotel 
Main Street Club (Terrace Koom) 
Frank Sidney Ore | Xavier Cugat Ore 
Mavfair Raul & Eva Reyes 
Mayo & Carr Verne’s 
Leona & Martin 4 Del Gray Gls 
Kay Baird Herb Leipsig 
Vinee Markee Bette Dudley 
Honey Vester Lee Gordon Ore 
Phil Olsen Ore Whittier Hotel 
Morocco (Gold Cup Room) 
3 Crandall Sis ‘Guv’ Welch 
Anne Lee Jim Deland 
Jorn Hope Harry Jenkins 
Harry Juarkey Byron Richards 
MINNEAPOLIS AND ST. PAUL 
Anglesey Curly's 
Eddie LaRue B (6) foren McNabb Ore 
Pearson Bros Jimmy Hegeg 


Thelma Shirley 
Cleo & Harold 
Henry Gordien 


3 La Grandeur Sis 


Bowery 
Sammy Sway Ore 
Gene & Pat Patton 
Ted Brown 
Jackie Starr 


Golden's 
Jean Sartell 
Golden Boys Ore 
Happy Hour 


Coliseum 
Gordle re 
Ore Madelyn Joyce 
Commodore Drake & Marche 
Ken Davenport Orc} Flving Rollerettes 


A. Murray Dancers! Pearl Fern Co 


Lounge Pierre 
Sev Olsen Ore 
Betty LeMar 

Marigold 
Cee Hurst Ore 
Minnesota Terrace 
Bob Chester Ore 
Edna Torrence 
Dolores O'Neill 
Johnn Torrence 
Al Stuart 
A Murray Dancers 
Monte Cuthbert 


Post Cafe 
Ted Ryan Ore 


President 
Al Wehte Ore 
Tom Allen 
Sheldon Gray 
Joy Bennett 
Tiny Crawford 


Club Candee 
Leon Rovky Ore 
Irving Jacobs 
Northern Flashes 
Mary Dorn 
Madge Payne 
Marge & Cunn'’ham 

Club Irving 
Pieri’s Ore 
Antoine & DuBarry 
Bonita 
Jerry 
Rita 


Dale 
Delano 


Greenwich Village 


Anton Cotton Ore 
Phida Loy 

Ivena Hall 

Vera Burnett 
Arlene Guest 

Kay Hansen 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 
Arlington Lodge 
Dale Somers Ore 
Balconades 
Bart Rodgers Ore 
Bill Green's 
Frank Petera Ore 

Jane Erin 

Club Belmont 
Eddie Schaeffer Or 
Marty Miller 
Jean Martin 
Edith Morgan 
Jack Lecke 

Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 

Club Cariton 
Neil Brant 
bi Carmo 
Nita Norman 

Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Mildred Segal 
Gloria Lamarr 
Flo Parker 
Eddie Morris 
Bernie Lambert 
Dave Jeffreys 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
Entertainers Club 


Silver Tray 
Oscar Bellman Ore 
Sloppy Joe's 
Red Maddock Ore 

Dave DeVore 

Terrace Cafe 
Geo King Ore 
Bud Dowling 
Billy McKay 
Harry Howard 
Don Cronin 
Siuart & Lee 
Town & Country C 
Hy Ackerman Ore 
Dave Ackerman 
Craig Buie 

Zephyr 

Bob Warner's O (8) 
Ethel Shire 
Pearl Fern Co 
Duke Kimball 
Bennie Milton 


SYRACUSE 


Catherine Brent 
Kay's 

Geo 
Peggy Jacobs 
Clarence Marcely 
Chicki LaBelle 
Gladys Martin 
Bianca 

Lincoln Inn 
Jack's Swingsters 

Prison Inn 
Mal Noble Ore 
Geo & B Garden 
Dan Kellaney 

Town Club 
Don Smith Ore 
Parisian Divorcees 
Tommy Regis 
Silvia Brown 
Vera Francouer 


Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Johnny Long Ore 
Jack Edmundson 
Helen Young 


(Continental Bar) 


Billy Catizone 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Fritz 
Al DiLernia 


New Penn 
Al Wasel Ore 
Gene Navarre 
Harry Latoy 
Mary Lou Savage 

Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Nitza & Ravel 
Clair Ray Gls 
Margie Noble 
Angelo Di Palma 
Russell & Duval 


Nut House 
Ted Blake Ore 
s00Ry-Woogy 
Charlie Gosnell 
Dave Gifford 
Al Mercur 
Dale Harkness 
Pat McGowan 
Old Shay Gardens 


Etzi Covato Ore 
Kashido Okada 


Danny Mason Ore 
Evergreen Gardenz 
Cole Ore 
Venture 
Toldl 
Kane 
Harlem Casino 
Sunset Royal Ore 
Froshine 
Jellia Smith 
Ralph Brown 
Genevieve Glover 
Karle & Frances 
Fave & Jimmy 
Myrtle Wilson 
Dewey Taylor 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Nelson Maple Ore 
Rav Catizone 
Billy Rizzo 
Sam Shomberger 


Joe 

Don 
Lenka 
Eileen 


Ellen Vargo 
Betty Nylander 
Mabel Harold 
Dance Darlings 
Bill Douglas 
Dean Sayre 
Dick Smith 


Orchard 


Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 


Pines 

Ray Englert Ore 

Plaza 
Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Dewey Moon 
Marion Rohrkaste 
Marion Mason 
Delmonico & Rich'd 


Riviera 
Owen Pieper Ore 


| (Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel Roosevelt | 
| Idlers | 
Hotel Schenley | 
Baum Oreo 
| Boaz 

Aston 
| Bilotto 


Howdy 
Jean 
Buzz 


Joe 


Sky-Vue 
Marty Gregor Ore 
Union Grill 
Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 

Webster Hall 
Michele Bertoia 


Art 


ANTI-GAMBLING DRIVE 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 


Continued 
| against gambling 
|} now come 
| of bingo as played 


| 

CRIMPING CHI NITERIE 


drive of 


down to 


authorities 
in Chicago has 
the dice game 
in the nite spots. 


Word was shuttled through all the 


niteries to kill th 
the time being, wi 
the only dice game 
is the standard 26 
parently has officis 


game for 
result that 


e bing 
th the 


» left in the joints | 


-game, which ap- 
il okay. 


Anti-gambling drive has hurt the 


niteries in other ways also, partic- 
ularly by its effect upon the best 
customers the niteries have, or had. 


By closing down tt 


have either folded, 
of help, 
selves have gone 


| 
| ies and employees 


spots, 
patrons, 


where they 
This 
throughout the 
hangouts, 


while bookmakers 


| trenchment policies. 


has resulted in 
abnormal pre-holiday drop ih trade 
town’s 


1e wire service to 


the horse books, many of the latter 


or laid off a flock 
them- 
into personal re- 
With the book- 
crimped for coin, 


they are staying away from the nite 


‘best’ 
an 


were the 


nocturnal 


returning to the bi 


and will handle 
initery bookings. 


Mike Levy’s Comeback 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Mike Levy, former vaude agent, is 


z here. 


both vaude and 


' returns 


| 
| 
| 


New 


ALLAN JONES 
10 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 


Appearing at the N. Y. Par with 
the playdate of ‘Great Victor Her- 
bert’ in which he co-stars, Allan 
Jones gives his audience, at least on 
this particular engagement, a whole | 
lot of his voice, but when caught | 
they could have stood more. Appeal | 
is strongly to the women on per- 
sonality, besides which he has a 
voice of good range, clarity and 
vitality. On a personal, at a theatre 
like this, where the jitterbugs gather, 
he need not get hot to register with 
his audience. He socks through with 
them just the same. 


Jones opens with ‘All the Things 
You Are,’ later doing the catchy 
‘Cosi Cosa.’ ‘Donkey Serenade’ which 
he introduced in ‘Firefly’ (Metro) 
two seasons back clicks and for a 
closer he turns to Victor Herbert’s 
‘Thine Alone.’ Giving it different 
treatment, Jones and Mary Martin 
open the duet straight, then Miss 
Martin starts swinging it while Jones 
goes along legit with the piece. The 
result is unique, Char. 


RAMON and LUCINDA 

Dances 

1l Mins, 

Queens Terrace, Woodside, N. Y. 


This is the regulation ballroom 
duo and their two routines follow 
the usual patterns. They work with 
assurance and finesse and have a 
strong closing in some fast spins, the 
man holding the girl under the waist 
with one arm. OK for this grade 
nitery. 

Both are the Latin type, but taller 
than average. They demonstrated 
persuasive personalities when they 
succeeded in getting nearly 90 diners 
on the circular dance floor for some 
mass instruction in la conga. Only 
one or two rudimentary steps are 
taught, the customers moving slowly 
around the floor in several hands- 
on-shoulder queues, but the stunt 
went over for a strong salvo, when 
caught. Gilb. 


RITA & ED OEHMAN 
Singing-Dancing 

11 Mins.; One 

Loew’s State, N. Y. 


This mixed team has everything 
in its favor except a good routine. 
They’re- young, good looking, can 
hoof and the girl has a singing voice, 
but she’s not using it to the best 
possible advantages and her jitter- 
bug costuming is sillily smalltimey 
for one with big-time possibilities, 

Their opening is a hard-shoe waltz | 


duet with a mixture of acrobatics. | 
It makes ’em look like 100 other filler | 
acts. Following this, the girl steps 
out on the pit platform for a straight 
dialectic delivery of ‘When Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling’ and segues into a | 
swing version of the same tune. The 
first is dated and the second is a 
mistake, but not as big an error as | 
her wacky delivery of ‘Three Little | 
| Fishies,” not only dated but also ir- | 
revocably stamping her as a panty- | 
waist. Their windup is a duet. on| 
|‘Freddie the Freshman’ and a clog 
| dance, mixing jitterbuggery with the | 
| Hibernian, It doesn’t jell. 
Girl rates smarter dressing and 
| handling—also classier routining 
| both. What they’re doing now isn’t 
going to ever get them ouf, of the 


deuce-act class, nor does it rate | 
booking in a first-rate theatre or | 
nitery, Scho. | 


| — | 
PATSY SHAW 
| Songs 

7 Mins. 
| Queens Terrace, Woodside, N.Y. | 
| This auburn-tressed coon-shouter | 
sings two numbers with fair tonal 
effort but little attempt at inter- | 
pretation. The first is ‘Darktown | 
Strutters Ball’ which segues into 
‘Basin St. Blues.’ The first note ex- 
plodes like a bomb and the volume 
is maintained throughout. 

An effort on the second number, 
‘Jumpin’ Jive,’ to induce the audi- 
ence to clap hands brings only mild 
and the act closes to aver- 
age applause. 

This vocalist has sacrificed too 
many elements for volume with the 
result that after the first blast her 
listeners lose interest in the din. 
She could do better with more in- 
terpretation, saving the fortissimo | 
for the endings. She dresses sib. | 

| 


in black velvet. Gilb. 


EDNA THOMPSON 
Dances 
6 Mins. 

Queens Terrace, Woodside, N. Y. 

Inappropriate costuming overem- | 
phasizes the height of this tapper | 
who opens in black chiffon pajamas | 
for a regulation routine, ending with | 
some fast spins and featuring high | 
kicks. 

A second number, in black velvet 
overalls and cerise-colored blouse 
gives her an almost spider-like ap- | 
pearance, because of the high waist- | 


line. This turn is done to ‘Ridin’ | 


He'll locate in Al Borde’s office | wien? and likewise ends with fast | tainers 
| spins, but done with neat taps in 


tempo. Gilb. 


| tattoo, 


, with the crowd when caught. 


JACK JENNEY’S ORCH 

With Meredith Blake, Krank Bond, 
Tune Twisters (3), Catherine West- 
field 

20 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Loew’s State, N. Y. 


Jack Jenney rates as one of the 
best trombonists in the pop-band 
field, but he isn’t quite ripe as a 
stage personality. If and when he 
finds a proper footiight demeanor 
and can impress thus as well as he 
does as a musician, he should find a 
wide and well-paved road ahead of 
him. He’s got a crew of crackerjack 
musicians behind him, in sections of 
six brass, four reed and four rhythm, 
his own trombone augmenting the 
brass to seven. So, it’s all up to 
Jenney. 

Leader acts too much like a mu- 
sician fresh off the bandstand—and 
too much like a leader who suggests 
that a maestro is unnecessary. When 
he isn’t blowing his trombone he 
merely stands in front of the orch 
and just shakes his head slightly to 
cue the rhythm. When he an- 
nounces, he seems to try to get it 
over with as quickly as possible, with 
the result that much of what he has 
to say is said unintelligibly. Also, 
he rarely smiles. 

At this catching the band was held 
to 20 minutes, which, because it has 
four specialty acts, did not give it 
much time to fully display its musi- 
cal prowess. What it did play, how- 
ever, was done very well. Its style 
is sweet-swing and very listenable, 
Previous dates were at the Ritz, Bos- 
ton, and the Famous Door, New 
York, so it also has dance experience, 


Specialists are Meredith Blake, 
cute femme singer who gets one in- 
ning on the chorus of Artie Shaw’s 
‘Moon Ray’; Frank Bond, who is of 
the romantic tenor idiom and sings 
‘Day In, Day Out’; Catherine West- 
field, fair puppeteer, and The Tune 
Twisters, three harmony boys who 
are given two songs and acquit 
themselves nicely. Miss Westfield 
works three dolls, the first one a 
takeoff on Cesar Romero doing the 
rhumba. Romero probably would 
not like to see himself depicted with 
such a deep tan; other dolls include 
a Negro dancer, which looks whiter 
than the Romero takeoff, and a Don- 
ald Duck on roller skates. 

Three singing specialties with a 
band act put too much emphasis on 
the vocal acrobatics. This is one 
thing Jenney should change. The 
other, of course, would entail a 
trade-in of a worried look for a 
smile, Scho. 


EARLE & FRANCES 


| Dancing 


Mins. 
Harlem Casino, Pitt. 


Mixed team of colored hoofers 
shouldn’t have any trouble fitting in 
neatly wherever they’re paged. Team 
looks class and their tap dancing is 
in the same key, Boy and girl are 
both dressed alike, in white top hat 
and tails, and are half over on ap- 
pearance before making a move, 
What they do earns them the other 
half hands down. 


They are first-rate hardwood 
rhythmsters, their unison stuff is 
eye-filling and they can pound out a 
either individually or col- 
lectively that has both eye and ear 
appeal. They make an unusually at- 
tractive couple. 

Only suggestion for improvement 
would be something on the ba!lroom 
tap style to contrast the strictly 
hoofing numbers, with femme wear- 
ing something feminine for change of 
pace, Cohen. 


JAI-LETA 

Dances 

6 Mins. 

Queens Terrace, Woodside, N. Y. 


A routine rhumba is brightened 
by torrid bumps and some bandana 
play that waxes sexy, done in an 
attractive costume of brassiere and 
flowered skirt, abbreviated in front. 

The second stanza is an interpre- 
tation of a deb smoking her first 
reefer and hits a auestionable high 
in abandon, although a sock sequence 
For 
this number, the tall and shapely 
blonde wears a form-fitting sequin 
evening gown and fur jacket. The 
payoff, after numerous suggestive 
gyrations, is a strip to a G-string. 


Strictly honky-tonk and 52d in 
speed. Gilb. 


Tomasco Makes - 
On Rubber Checks 


Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 
Lou Tomasco, operator of the Col- 
lege Inn, was exonerated Saturday 
(10) by Magistrate George Williams 
of the charge of giving worthless 
checks to his performers when he 
redeemed the paper totalling $100. 
Charges were brought by Tom 
Kelly, biz agent of the United Enter- 
Assn., and Charles’ E, 
Sharkey, agent of the State Depart- 
ment of Labor and Industry. 
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FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


(Continued from page 18) 
larly notable on the slow ‘What's 
New. written by Haggart. 

There's also a duo session of Hag- 
gart and Beauduc in a number called 
‘Big Noise from Winetka,’ but which, 
to fit the locale, is introduced as °* 
from Flatbush.’ 

First of the variety turns is the 
old standard of Raymond Wilbert, 
bike-rim trickster, who's excellent 
with the manipulations, but short 
on the patter. At this show, how- 
ever. he was missing tricks con- 
siderably, but that’s a factor un- 
doubtedly erased with his acclima- 
tion to the house. 

Following this turn the band re- 
sumes. with Crosby taking a try at 
the mike for his only solo. He's only 
fair with the pipes, showing a slight) 
vocal similarity, to brother Bing. 
Then comes another harmless effort 
by three boys from the band in 
which they do a take off on Sally 


Rand's fandancing that’s mildly 
amusing. 

Then Miss Faye, who goes right | 
into her tonsil gymnastics with 


“Taint Whatcha Do,’ self accomping 
on the piano. Here she smartly 
mixes it up with the soft ‘Over the 
Rainbow,’ but gets right back into 
the groove with ‘Well, Allright,’ | 
which she collaborated on. 
plenty okay on the comedy, too, as 
evidenced with a novelty number, and 
if there’s any doubts as to her click | 
when she’s ready to get off, a few 
interpolated Yiddigh lyrics dispel 
that with this predominantly Yid-. 
dish audience. She’s show-wise, too, | 
as evidenced by her glib handling of | 
the pantywaist hecklers, a bane to 
acts working here. 

For the finisher, there’s the knock- | 
about of Marion Belett and the Eng- 
lish Bros., good for laughs but 
strictly anti-climax after the smash 
of Miss Faye. 

Biz good Friday night (8). 


by nostalgic memories 


She's | dancing. 


keep the show moving. particularly 
if the house is filled with vets stirred 
Working on 
a platform fronting the stage. he gets 
off ‘Let's Have a Party, ‘Keep on 
Smiling. ‘No Wonder the Waves Are 
Wild. ‘If You Knew Susie,’ closing 
with ‘Goodbve.’ 

The house has booked 
with solid entertainment. 


Plunkett 
including 


Inga Nelson, who heads the support. | 


Miss Nelson, assisted by Ben Smith, 
works in Swedish dialect for some 
gags and songs, demonstrating fair 
pipes when she gets down to 
bling seriously. However, it’s mainly 
a kibitz act. Does fantasies on ‘Um- 
brella Man’ and ‘Hold Tight’ with 
‘Over the Rainbow’ straight. Smith 
blending in on che iast chorus of 
‘Rainbow.’ 

Miller and Reading hold their own 
with tumbling that brings them back 
for an encore. Ernest Haitt reminds 
strongly of the old vaudeville days 
with his novelty songs and comedy. 
His timing is something the kids in 
show business could well heed for an 
object lesson. 

Jones and Dale combine music and 
dancing to good effect. Terps are of 
the comedy nature, with Jones, for- 
mer local boy, also playing guitar 
and clarinet, both good. Harrison 
and Carroll, introduced as from Hol- 
lIywood, are hard working, person- 
able youngsters who straight 
They also contribute imi- 
tations. all of which add up to 
healthy applause. 

Don Wright's stage band, 
standby, and short features 


house 
round 


i out the lineup, which is enhanced by 


effective stage dressing and lichting. 
Norm. 


Sonja Henie Ice Show 
(COLISEUM, HOUSTON) 


Houston Dec. 10. 
Stars Sonja Henie; staged by 
Harry Losee; musical director, Jack 
Pfeifier; production by Ralph Good- 


acre; opened Dec. 8, 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, N. J., Dec. 10. 


Rosita Royce, Sherry Britton, 
Bedini & Landers, Gene Marvey, 
Abbott & Robey, Jack Kirkland, 


Glenn Forest’s Orch (12), Joe Fecher 
house orch (11), Line and Showgirls 


(25); ‘Hidden Power’ (Col). 

Rosita Royce, with doves, and 
Sherry Britton, without doves, top 
sock show this week. 


No slow spots in 70-minute pro- 
duction. Good acts reinforce fast- 
moving girl show and astute ex- 
ploitation is packing ’em in. 

It’s a tossup whether house goes 
more for Miss Royce and her New 
York World’s Fair dove routine or 
Miss Britton and her Oriental dance 
fInsinuations. Both femmes turn in 
finished performances and _ justify 
their billing. 

Miss Britton outstrips Miss Royce 
on one point, appearing in a costume 
that would hardly inspire anyone to 
complain she’s working under wraps. 
She employs no strip technique, terp- 
ing from start to finish without any 
impedimenta above the beltline. 

Miss Royce’s offering is fascinating, 
eyen from the standpoint of a bird- 
lover. Her well-trained doves flutter 
to their mistress from the wings, and 
their convolutions through her dance 
seem as synchronized to the music as 
her steps. Artistic peeling climaxes 


the act. 
Jack Kirkland’s stunts on his 
ladder, Bedini and Landers’ gag 


mind-reading bit and plate juggling 
and Abbott and Robey’s nonsense 
provide balance for the show. 

Gene Marvey, personable tenor, 
also received hearty reception open- 
ing day (7). Equipped with the 
physique of anybody’s football hero 
Marvey also has a neat voice. 
ence went for his Victor Herbert 
medley, at this show. 

Eight ‘Allen Gilbert Girls’ and line 
open show with standard routine set 
to ‘A Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody,’ 
and are spotted in several solid pro- 
duction numbers. As jitterbug girls, 
clad in red, white and blue, they grab 
beaucoup applause, 

On stage is Glenn Forrest’s orch 
(12), winner of the first of 13 weekly 
amateur shows being presented in 
tieup with WNEW and a furniture | 
company. Band is spotted midway 
through regular show, and does 
creditable, if nervous, job. 


Playhouse, Winnipeg 


Winnipeg, Dec. 8. 
Al Plunkett, Inga Nelson & Ben 
Smith; Miller & Reading, Ernest 
Haitt; Jones & Dale, Harrison & Car- 
roll, Don Wright House Orch. 


This is old-home week for the 


Playhouse, with Al Plunkett, star ot | her 


' wood Ice 


Audi- | 


Sonja Henie brought her Holly- 
Revue of 1940, including 
65 silver streakers, a 28-piece band 
and an ice production as lavish as 
anything she has ever done for its 


world premiere here. The _ only 
thing missing were enough  cus- 


tomers, but the show has eight nights 
to run and should pick up. 

Presented in two sections, the re- 
vue runs through 16 acts, with 
emphasis on ballet, danced on ice 
for the first time. But despite the 
buildup for ballet, the standard sock 
of last year’s show, the tango, skated 
in pair by Miss Henie and Stewart 
Reburn, was the largest applause- 
getter. He makes an excellent part- 
ner for her. 

Top production number is the 
finale, ‘Christmas in a Candy Shop,’ 
which replaces last year’s ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ close. To a musical 
background of ‘Over the Rainbow,’ 
the skaters come on dressed as fairy- 
tale characters—three little pigs, the 
monkeys, Donald Duck and a host of 
others. Miss Henie is carried in on 


a huge candy box toted by 12 skaters | 


dressed as peppermint candy sticks. 
The number is a feast for the eyes 
on its color array. 

Unique on ice is the ballet 
For the first time, an entire ballet is 
presented, and the illusion is so com- 
plete it is often 
that it all takes place not in the 
conventional manner. Three num- 
bers in ell are used, with ‘Les 
Sylphides,’ music by Chopin, most 
prominent. Again Miss Henie dances, 
this time with Harrison Thomsen, a 
graceful glider, who lifts, pirouettes 
and whirls her all over the ice. The 
two other’ ballet numbers are 
Enesco’s ‘Roumanian Rhapsody’ and 
Rimsky - Korsakov’s ‘Scheherazade 


| Suite.’ 
For variety, the heavy numbers 
‘are broken up with swift novelty 


‘routines, each averaging about five 
minutes. Many of these contain the 
necessary comedy to keep the show 
from going too highbrow. To demon- 
strate her versatility in the dance, 
Miss Henie closes the first half with 
a trio of dances from south of the 
border—a carioca, rhumba and 
conga. 

Special mention for novelty goes 
to the masked dance number, where 
two boys and two girls come out 
masked, even to their skates, which 
look alike front and back, and glide 
for five minutes, without the audi- 
ence once ever determining whether 
| they were going frontwards or back- 
wards. 
| The entire show is paced fast. run- 
/ning 2% hours, with a 30-minute in- 
termission for re-icing. Staged by 
Harry Losee, Hollywood producer, 
it shows plenty of preparation. The 
troupe came to Houston Tuesday and 
| worked out every dav until the Fri- 
| day opening. 

Miss Henie naturally dominates, 
graciousness and willingness to 


the former Dumbells company, head- | encore getting her sock applause in 


ing the bill. (The Dumbells were a 
soldier concert troupe formed in’! 
France and which toured the Do-| 
minion for 14 seasons during the 
post-war years.) | 
Plunkett has always been a strong. 
favorite locally, and this, his first. 
local appearance since the Dumbells 
era, has been no exception, with biz 
excellent at this catching. 
Plunkett demonstrates his ability 
to swing an audience with his easy- 
going banter and wartime songs. 
Occasionally it’s tough for him to: 


each number. Works in only five 
numbers, but the show moves fast 
enough so that she is never missing 
for long. 
The show could use’ more 
comedy as contrast to the heavy 
numbers, but it’s a definite click. 
First night house was weak with 
not more than 25% of the 12.000 seats 
occupied. 
$9,854, at from $1.20 to $3.60. 
78-degree heat that Houston has had 
the last few days persists, the house 
is bound to pick up. Seca... 


VARIE 


war- |} 


difficult to realize | 


Opening night gross was | 
If the 
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CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 
(3), Dean 


Andrews Sisters 
phy, DeVal, 
Seat’) Davis Orch with Bill Owen, 
Julie Sherwin; ‘Elizabeth and Essex’ 
(WB). 

Katz has 


Balaban & flagship 


enough name value and solid enter- | 


tainment to total a highly worthy 
| brigade, 

After several false starts, the An- 
drews Sisters finally are working at 
this theatre, and at show 
scored a dynamite click. This smash 
scoring, however, almost hurt ’em at 
the last show Friday (8), when they 
|stayed on and on, though in actual 
| response to heartening applause. 
Should have scrammed while the 
mob out front still wanted more. 

However, they warble © solidly, 
working hard and earnestly. 
Slammed home four songs for their 
| regular turn when reviewed, and 
then came back for two encores, 
winding up with the middle sister 
almost tiring the audience with some 
Suzi-Q business. ‘That wardrobe 
also is not headline stuff. 

Dean Murphy is a topnotch mimic. 
He has distinction, polish and an ex- 
| pressive pan, but also almost suffers 
ifrom being on-too-long. His closing 
impersonation of the President is 
satisfactory, but far too long-winded, 
especially in his border-line political 
comments. For a performer, 
icially a clown, to venture into 
| politico stuff, without flat intro that 
| it’s all in fun, 
| audience disfavor. Also in question- 
jable taste is his comedy speech-otf 
| With its play on the word ‘hell.’ 

The burlesque ballroom 
DeVal, Merle and Dee, men and 
|a woman, is loaded with laughs con- 
taining some extremely funny knock- 
about. Can play anywhere. Scored 
cleanly when caught. 

Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis’ orch has just 
come off a fine build-up over WGN- 
Mutual from 


| 
| 


a name locally. Davis himself, how- 
ever, lacks any real ability to enter- 


{tain and suffers brutally when he 
| follows the Andrews Sisters. Warb- 
|ling trio should be the finale. Davis 


| attempted two numbers after ’em but 
i|was working to the audience’s backs 
| by that time at this show. His band 
|is on stage throughout and plays the 
'show. Earlier in the performance, 
the band instrumentalizes through a 
couple of pop tunes, with Davis him- 
self getting a few licks on the cornet. 
He has two excellent singers. Julie 
Sherwin clicks with her straight- 
{forward warbling, and impresses 
especially with her Hawaiian song, 
la fine novelty that should remain a 
}mark of recognition for her. Girl 


jalso cOmes up with a new screwy | 
shoes | 


by singing without her 
!on. She dispenses with the footgear 
for the Hawaiian number, which is 
| No. 2 on her routine, and for her 
|other numbers that follow 
| while holding her shoes in her hands 
| Bill Owen is the male singer 
| goes over with wholesome pipes, an 
|easy delivery and fine appearance. 

Biz excellent. Gold. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Dec. 7. 
Johnny Downs, Four Aicardis, Roy 


| twist 


| Davis, Lorraine & Rognan, Robbins 
| Bros. & Marge (3), Larry Flint’s 
| House Orch.; ‘High Grey Walls’ 
i (Col), dual. 

| After a week of solid biz, this 


| house quiets again to revert to for- 
mer policy of split-week vaude. Cur- 
rent lineup deals out a good hour of 
|}entertainment. Johnny Downs, from 


| films, adequately handles m.c. and 
| featured spot. 

| Next-to-closing, Downs vocals 
| ‘Minuet in G,’ ‘Last Night’ and a 
|medley of numbers to remind the 
| customers of his past pictures. He 


sells all the time, making up in per- | 


|sonality what he lacks in singing 
ability. He closes with some 
| soft-shoe hoofing which eclipses his 
vocal efforts and earns him an 
core—a short soft-shoe novelty called 
‘Spook Town Blues,’ marked by 
shivers and shakes. Outside of his 
Hollywood patter, which skids, 
Downs avoids the conventional, fatal 
pattern of the usual film personals. 
Roy Davis, deuced, gives out with 
a novelty, a portable phonograph 
churning out vocals over a _ stage 


Mur- 
Merle & Dee, Johnny | 


caught | 


espe- | 
the | 


is to court possible | 


trio of | 


the Blackhawk cafe, | 
Chicago, and so rates as something of | 


works | 


and | 


hot | 


en- | 


mike while he muggs and gestures | 


to mimic the singer. Effect is en- 
hanced because of his excellent tim- 
jing. Stunt is so unique that his 
|opening number gets bewildered re- 
|sponse, but as he kids around with 
an Andrews recording and then a 
Cyril Smith comedy platter, the final 
| result is a smash response. 

| Jeanne Lorraine and Roy Rognan, 
trey, get good response on their com- 
/edy patter and harmonica duet, also 
iclicking big with their daffy ballroom 


| torches through the 


house in darkness. 


air, with 


the 
One of the men, 


| working as a comic, is more of an 


| asset when straight. 


the closing excitement with 
cing, 
are a good breather between the two 
sessions of exhausting rapid 
and leaps by the boys. 


Fou. 


| LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 8. 
Ted Weems orch with Elmo Tan- 
, ner, Perry Como, Red Ingle, Marvel 


Robbins Bros. and Marge supply 
their 
i'showmanly routine of fast acro dan- 
Marge’s solo high-kick acros 


spins | 


— 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Dec, 9 

Lazanders, Senor Wences, Gracella 
Dancers, Jack Williams, Martha 
| Raye, Bert Unger Orch; ‘Day-Time 
Wife’ 20th). 

Familiarity with Martha Raye’s 
act is neutralized by her heavy local 
following and good support. First 
day's trade was flattering, consider. 
ing she’s getting tough opposition 
from Glenn Miller's orchestra at next 
door Loew's State, which is copping 


| Maxwell, Ormond Downs, Paul Win- , a hefty quota of jitterbugs that would 


chell, Arren & Broderick, Patsy 
Marr; ‘20,000 Men a Year’ (20th). 


With the plentiful supply of indi- 
vidual performers in Ted Weems’ 
orch, plus three added acts, 59 min- 
utes of stage fare is pleasing and a 
b.o. lure this week. 

Orch opens with ‘Gamblers Blues,’ 
with Ormond Downs going out of 
this world on the skins. Patsy Marr 
follows with nice military tap and 
novelty handstand on platform with 
tap on top of hat. Band then takes 
over for about 20 minutes. Elmo 
Tanner’ whistles ‘Blue Orchids,’ 
‘Seatterbrain’ and inevitable 
|‘Nola.”. Red Ingle and Elmo Tanner 
| then join forces for some giggles on 
| burlesque of ‘Old 97.’ 
| Ingle goes it alone for imitation of 
Ted Lewis playing ‘When My Baby 
| Smiles at Me’ and follows with fiddle 
| novelty, ‘Phantom of E String.’ For 
jan encore, Ingle does ‘Heebie Jeebies’ 
| in jive talk, Marvel Maxwell, femme 
| Vocalist, follows with ‘Youre Lucky 
| Guy,’ which she did poorly at show 
However, 


| caught, forgetting lyrics. 

she goes into the groove on 
| Whatcha Do,’ following with 
| Johnny’ to good hand. 

Paul Winchell and dummy Jerry 
put on nicely-timed ventro act, but 
voice pitcher could restrain his facial 
reactions for better effect when 
dummy is supposed to be doing the 


‘Oh, 


| emoting, 
is dummy’s vocal rendition of ‘Hold 
Tight.’ Does sneeze bit for encore. 


normally go for Miss 
antics. 

Film comedienne gets off on right 
foot as result of Jack Williams’ smart 
buildup and her own exuberant yo- 
deling of ‘I Want the Waiter.’ Vola- 
tility and her ability to get down to 
the level of the alleycats with a bit 
of nutty byplay puts over her oldies, 
Nose-picking bit, however, is in 


Raye’s jive 


questionable taste and toned 
down by management after first 
show. Edge is taken off it by her 


sock ‘I Can't Dance’ finale. 

Williams looks like a comer. His 
rangy legs snap off some finely ar- 
ranged, original steps in flawless 
rhythm. Music box polka is a darb, 
although he makes it seem too easy, 

Senor Wences’ ventriloquisms are 
well liked, with ‘dummy,’ made out 
of his painted left hand, being ma- 
nipulated by his fingers. Another 
dummy is his prop head in a box, 


| turn being novel enough to overcome 


McCarthy complexes, 
* turn of zippy acro- 


any Charhe 
The Lazanders 


| bDatics mixed with musical slapstick 
T’ain't | 


opener. Gracella 
troupe of adagio twirlers fills the 
middle admirably, particularly Do- 
lores’ spectacular spins when thrown 


is okay for an 


'across half the stage for a good thrill, 


Top laugh winner of turn | 


Perry Como, band’s romantic bari- | 


tone, scores heavily with “That Old) comewhat of a lag in activity on the 


Gang of Mine” ‘Over Rainbow,’ 
‘Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now,’ 
!*‘South of Border’ and ‘To You.’ 
Arren and Broderick are heaviest 
| scorers in laugh section with goofy 
body-tossing by femme as she war- 
bles novelty songs. Opens in oper- 
atic fashion, then lifts skirts to re- 
veal skates and rolls off. Returns to 
| do ‘Ella the Dancing Girl,’ in harem 
outfit, and sings a goof number later. 
| Broderick has a spot at the piano, 
where he opens the lid to strum 
‘World Waiting for Sunrise’ on the 
strings 

Biz good at third show Friday (8), 

Kiley. 


TOWER. K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 9. 
The O’Connors, Barney Grant, 
|Mlle. DeBarrie, The Novellos, 
_Novaline Payne, House Line, Jack 
| Wendover’s House Orch; ‘The 
| Honeymoon's Over’ (20th). 


Name value of acts is being im- 


ion Allied 


proved here with Donald O'Connor, | 


of films, being headlined in ‘Follies 
of the Day.’ Barney Grant stays 
on as m.c. and show maintains 
usual 50 minutes running time and 
tavorable entertainment quota. 

House line’s leadoff is a toe rou- 
tine, and Mile. DeBarrie gets call 
as opening act with her trained 
birds. Flock of mackaws 
intricate tricks atop a special 
+ way table, climaxed by one 
specializing in counting stunt. 
novelty. 

M.c. strums guitar accompaniment 
to his own song ‘Swinging Down in 
Nursery Land’, works his chatter 
around to intro for Novaline Payne 
and accompanies vocal of ‘I Need 
Lovin’. Song is fortunate selection. 
| with combo of Wendover’s band the 
tune and Grant's strumming nicely 
| backgrounding. Some special bill- 
}ing of the line’s number is deserving 
here. 
;Of the Dance’, showing route from 
polka and Primrose softshoe to the 
susie Q and the shag. Greeted 
strongly by patrons 
| Acro turn is furnished by the No- 
|vello twosome. Gal 
rings strung from 


run- 
bird 
Good 


her 


perform | 


Grant spiels to its ‘Evolution | 


Pullen. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 

Although recent reports indicated 
western front, material here this 
week has enough action to hold inter- 
est. Showing heavy assaults by Nazis 
lines, these scenes have a 
interest. Judged by 
this program, it doesn’t take much 
imagination to picture what in- 
creased activity would mean to the 
same locations. The reels have also 


double-edged 


corraled several boat sinkings and 
dramatized the library matter they 
possessed On Finland. Sum is a 


series of warlike pictures, accentu- 
ated by March of Time’s ‘Newsfronts 
of War—1940.” 

Half-submerged sweeper which en- 
countered a mine in the North Sea 
is the contribution by News of Day 
to lead off the program. Same reel 
also treats other” sinkings while 
Pathe brings home the tragedy of 
these mine blasts with an interview 


of a Simon Bolivar survivor. One 
Scandinavian describes his experi- 
ences, winding up with a forlorn 


statement that his wife and daughter 
still are missing. Universal also 
handles mine sinkings. 

of Czech soldiers now in 
the French army, glimpses of the 
front lines in France. blasted Nazi 
planes and shell-torn Saar buildings 
are other evidences of activity. 
Three battleships, formerly in Po- 
land’s navy, are shown in Scottish 
naval yards, both Paramount and 
Movietone covering. 

A giant mine washea up on the 
beach and the balloon barrage set 
up near the Firth of Forth are cap- 
tured by Movietone. Paramount and 
Pathe did nice selecting from the 
library to dramatize Finland’s plight. 
Universal also gets U. S. Ambassador 
Joseph P. Kennedy’s landing in U.S. 
afier Clipper flight from Europe. 

Paramount does a swell job show- 
ing how navy blimps can be em- 
ployed in rescues at sea. News of 
Dav offers a closeup of glum Fritz 
Kuhn going up the river. Universal 
is in the lead with novel material, 
ncluding unusual scenes at Chicago's 
ivestock show, Albanians drilling for 


Review 


the Italian army, weight-lifting 
!champs and hat styles. Thomas 
Dewey’s opening gun in his cam- 
paign for the Republican presiden- 


performs 
partner’s | 


shoulder as he balances atop a 10- | 


rung ladder. Male furnishes the 


| high-spot, solo balancing on the lad- 


der and pogoing it about stage. Dog 
climbs ladder and is balanced atop 


|his master’s head for close. Gal’s 
|chassis enhances the turn. 

| O’Connor family takes it from 
here. Act has played house several 


| times, the last without Donald, who 
| Bets chief billing this time. Jack and 
| Bill open and go into ‘Small Fry,’ 


| 


|Crosby pic, ‘Sing 


|scene with Donald (from the Bing 


You Sinners’, in 


turn in which Miss Lorraine has most | which Donald played), who follows 


of the funny biz. 


|acro dancing. They could do with 
/more comedy patter and a replace- 
| ment for the love-making scene, The 
|opening bit of wearing a live dog as 
a fur-piece by Miss Lorraine is still a 
Dip. 

Aicardi troupe opens with run-of- 
mill club tossing, score better in fast 
four-corner disc 
and register best in the finale when 
the, three men shoot nine, daming 


z. Rognan has a nifty | with his dance 
solo, spiced with real and phoney | Your Toes.’ 


‘ routine from ‘On 
Little Patsy, nine-year 


/old of the gang, gets her turn vo- 


| 


| 


caling ‘When Irish Eyes Are Smil- 
ing’ and dancing. Foursome goes 
into a line of chatter and comedy 


.and windup with taps. As previously, 


and club juggling|the Coast, 


welcome here is hearty. 
Donald is out for couple weeks 
more of vaude before returning to 


while Jack, Bill and 
Patsy are set for Australia dates. 
Quin. 


| for 


tial nomination is from Movietone, 
which also takes its cameras into the 
Dies committee hearing. Lew Labr, 
the same reel, clicks with his 
gagging about Texas goats. 

Award of the Heisman trophy to 
Nile Kinnick, Jr., of Iowa Univer- 
sity, is given a neat boost by Para- 
mount as its Bill Slater also awards 
him this newsreel’s scroll as top 
player picked after viewing 250,000 
feet of grid film. Shots of Kinnick 
in action enhance the award cere- 
monies. Tulane-LSU_ battle gets 
slick coverage from Movietone. That 
disputed field goal in the Giants- 
Washington crucial battle is not set- 
tled by Paramount's coverage, the 
pigskin fading out of the cameras 
upper range. However, this news- 
reel depicts the fierceness of the 
struggle, cameraman showing patr- 
ticularly the terrific driving power 
of the New York eleven. It also 
shows the excitement caused in the 
Washington ranks over the no-goal 


decision. Clem McCarthy makes 
Pathe’s handling of an Australian 
horse race more exciting than it 
really is. Wear. 
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Some Mors. Call Equity ‘Unethical 


In Upping Minimum Wage to $50: 
Not Expected to Hurt Production 


Equity pulled a fast one last week 
when its council adopted a rule up- 
ping the minimum pay in legit from 
$40 to $50. Move came immediately 
after the ticket code was okayed for 
the balance of the season, carrying 
with it a basic pact that Equity will 
not change rules during that period. 
Because of that the actors were 
criticized, though the increase will 
not become effective until next sea- 
60n. 

The managers huddled, but noth- 
ing could be done about the Equity 
action. Some showmen expressed 
the opinion that it was unethical, but 
whether boosting the minimum will 
seriously affect production was 
deemed problematical, since there 
are managerial ways to equalize 
whatever amount the boost in the 
payroll may be. 

Equity responded to reaction fol- 
lowing the move by saying that the 
managers knew there was a commit- 
tee working on the plan ever since 
it was proposed from the floor at the 
last quarterly meeting. Original pro- 
posal was to raise the minimum to 
$75 weekly, so Equity argues that the 
$50 level is a compromise figure. 
While negotiations on the code were 
on, the proposal to up the pay was 
kept in abeyance, because it might 
have confused the issue and it was 
nat believed that the matter would 
emerge from committee until later 
in the season, if then. 

Surprise Vote 

Known that some leaders in Equity 
opposed disturbing the minimum on 
the ground that any number of play- 
ers getting intermediate — salaries | 
would be offered lesser amounts to 
make up for the increase to the low- 
est-bracketed people. The’ vote 
favoring the boost was therefore sur- 
prising. There were 23 members of 
council present, or nearly 50 percent 
of that body’s whole membership, 
and although the voting in favor of 
the resolution was not unanimous, 
the tally was not far from that re- 
sult. 

The probable result of the in- 
creased minimum will be that actors | 
who have been getting $60, $70 and | 
up to $100, will be paid salaries | 
closer to the $50 mark, if not reduced | 
to that amount. Some produrers | 
have rarely contracted people at the 


$40 rate, even for the smallest parts, | 
not caring to be known among the | 
professionals, for using the minimum | 
privilege. 

Claimed that one reason for the 
increase is the tendency of some 


managements to engage a srowing 
(Continued on page 50) 


SELWYN MAY WASH 
UP N. Y. TEMPORARILY 


Fast folding of ‘Foreigners’ at the 
Belasco, N. Y., Saturday (9) may 
terminate Arch Selwyn’'s legit plans 


in the east for the time being. 
Frederick Lonsdale play drew a 


weak press and was yanked after 
seven performances. Boxoffice drew 
little coin, but it was proposed to 
keep the play on at least three weeks 
because of possible picture rights. 
Selwyn had an arrangement where- 
by he was to produce several plays, 
backed by J. J. Shubert. 

Selwyn went to San Francisco to 
look over ‘Red Bumble Bee’ in 
which he is interested and which 
will be on tour for at least three 
months. Play, which stars Leo Car- 
rillo, drew a favorable press, in 
Frisco and Carrillo was presented 
with a medal from the mayor, which 
helped on the publicity end. Star 
makes his stage entrance on a white 
Arabian horse, with a golden saddle. 

With associates, Selwyn plans try- 
Ing out several plays on the Coast, 
bg Broadway the ultimate objec- 
ive, 


Hull Set for ‘Name’ 


Henry Hull, currently working in 
Edward Small’s ‘My Son, My Son,’ 
will return to legit immediately upon 
completion of the film. He'll co- 
Produce and sitar in ‘By Any Other 
Name,’ by Warren Munsell, Jr., son 
of the g.m. of the Theatre Guild. 

lan is to produce the play on the 
Coast and tour it prior to a New 
York opening. 


Freedley, Jr., Authors 
Harvard’s New Show 


Boston, Dec. 12. 

For the first time in recent years 
the Harvard Dramatie Club will 
present a show conceived entirely 
by students, when ‘Too Late to 
Laugh’ opens Thursday (14) at San- 
ders theatre, Cambridge. Vinton 
Freedley, Jr. (40) is the author of 
the play-with-music about modern 
New York life. 

Cast of nearly 200, music, ‘mass 
rhythmic movement’ and an archi- 
tectural framework to ‘integrate the 
24 scenes’ are among the attractions. 
Student Freedley has also been 
prominent in Hasty Pudding produc- 
tions at Harvard for the past two 
years. ‘Too Late to Laugh’ is the 
59th presentation of the Harvard 
Dramatic Club and will run three 
consecutive nights. 


REGAN TAKES $6,000 
FOR ‘DU BARRY’ PACT 


Phil Regan is reported to have ac- 
cepted $6,000 in settlement of his 
run-of-the-play contract with ‘Du 
Barry Was a Lady,’ which opened at 
the 46th Street, N. Y., last week. His 
salary was $600 weekly, and under 
the rules might have collected that 
sum weekly while the show plays. 
Settlement represents pay for 10 


; weeks, Regan being free to accept 


any other engagements. Amount 
paid him will be charged to added 
production outlay by B. G. De Sylva, 
who produced ‘Du Barry.’ 

Regan, former Brooklyn cop, who 
warbled his way to attention in Hol- 
lywood, was given the term contract 
evidently without being heard in a 
theatre. When the show opened in 
New Haven it was discovered that 
his voice did not carry far enough 
back in the house, and Ronald Gra- 
ham was sent in to replace. It was 
realized that Regan used a micro- 
phone for vaudeville appearances. 
While there is amplification for cer- 
tain parts of ‘Du Barry,’ the mikes 
are on the level of the stage and only 
used to emphasize the tap dancing 
numbers, 


e e é 
Swinging ‘Pinafore’ 
Chicago, Dec. 12. 

Swing version of a second Gilbert 
& Sullivan operetta, ‘H.M.S. Pina- 
fore,’ is being readied here under 
the genera] aegis of Bo Hebert and 
the Negro Light Opera Co. 

Show has been in rehearsal for 
some time end is figured to open in 
the Great Northern shortly after 
first of year. 


War Nicks Pay 


Of U.S. Actors 
Playing Canada 


The wer hes caused an unusual 


situation for American actors ap- 
pearing in Canada, because the rate 
of exchange is 10° under the value 
of the American dollar and salaries 
are actually that much less than con- 
tracts call for. Under Equity rules, 
salaries are payable in legal tender 
of whatever country played, and last 
Saturday (9), when ‘Kiss the Boys’ 
was in Toronto, the cast received 
Canada’s coin of the realm, which 
meant only 90c on the dollar. 

Equity explained that nothing 
could be done about it and that the 
show management is not liable for 
the difference. It is likely that next 
season's contracts will make provi- 
sion for such discrepancies, though 
the association has not heretofore 
considered the rate of exchange for 
appearance in other lands. Usually 
contracts for foreign appearances 
specify the amount of salaries in 
whatever legal tender is used, any 
differences in exchange being equal- 
ized by negotiation prior to signing. 

As Canadian playing time is re- 
stricted, little attention was given to 
the exchange rate. Before the war, 
actors benefited by exchange rate. 

Only stage unions said to cover the 
Canadian situation is for company 
managers and agents and stagehands, 
whose contracts provide for pay in 
the coin of the realm, but to an 
amount equal in American coin. In 
addition to the 10% nick for legit 
shows, management is required to 
deduct for social security and must 
pay state compensation insurance 
despite the fact that the perform- 
ances are across the border. 


| 


| 


Indie Ticket Bookers Counsel 


Attacks Code; D 


ullzell Surprises 


By Denying Equity's Participation 


‘Swing Dream’s’ Fold 
Cost Jean Rodney 806 


Report that the Rockefellers in- 
vested in ‘Swingin’ the Dream, 
which was withdrawn from. the 
Center, N. Y., Saturday (9) after a 


week and four days, is denied. Jean 
Rodney, who was associated with 
Erik Charell in the production, is 
believed to have supplied the prin- 
cipal financing, presumably with the 
aid of her father, a Wall Streeter. 
‘Dream’ cost around $80,000. 


MASSEY SAYS $3 TOP 
TOO HIGH FOR DRAMA 


Toronto, Dec. 12. 
High admission scales are holding 
back the legitimate theatre today as 
$3 top is beyond the means of the 
average active or potential theatre- 


goer; that is the declaration of Rav- 
mond Massey, touring with ‘Lincoln 
in Illinois” With the average pro- 


duction unable to exist without aj 


minimum gross of $12,000 a week, he 
says, the only solution is to build 
theatres seating 3,000 and lower the 
scale, 


He is opposed to state subsidies, | 


and believes that the legit theatre 
must exist by public support. He 
credited the British theatre with 
splendid finesse in drawing-room 
comedy, but accused British play- 
wrights of being sterile in the art of 
creating those novelties sur- 
prises in the drama which give the 
New York plays such a basic high 
rating for vitality. 


Ditto Jean Muir 


Boston, Dec. 12. 

Jean Muir, film player now in legit 
stock, as one of several guests at a 
theatrical luncheon of the Advertis- 
ing Club of Boston last week (5) de- 
clared that lower b.o. scales 
lower salaries (including the stage- 
hands, if necessary) could be the 
salvation of legitimate drama in the 
U. S. 


before. 
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and | 


| While the ticket code was revised 
with enforcement regulations to the 
satisfaction of Equity and the man- 
agerial League of New York Thea- 
itres, it has drawn sharp fire from 
‘the ticket brokers. There is distinct 
'doubt that it will be signed by them 
,unless the agency people are given 
_the opportunity to effect changes in 
the rigid rules of procedure, which 
| they declare are impractical. 

Tuesday morning only one agency 
|had signed up. League heads dis- 
counted the squawks the 
brokers. Thursday the managers 
'may listen to what the ticket men 
have to say but refusal to sign the 
code may result in allotments of 
‘tickets being withheld the 
hold-outs. 

In no uncertain terms, 

Gerber, counsel for the Associated 
Theatre Ticket Agencies, the inde- 
, pendent brokers not inclusive of the 
,three major offices, sent vigorous 
, protests to Paul Dullzell, of Equity, 
|and James F. Reilly, executive sec- 
retary of the League. Former re- 
| mitted a surprising response, said to 
| be to the effect that Equity is not a 
party to nor signatory of the code, 
|and therefore is not giving consider- 
|ation to the ATTA remonstrance. 
|Generally known, however, that 
| Dullzell signed the basic pact which 
;accompanies the code Friday (8), 
at which time Reilly signed for the 
| managers, 

Attitude of Equity was further 
confusing, because the code specifi- 
|ically provides that the actors shall 
have two representatives on the en- 
i|forcement board of four, or may 
name two persons to so act. Dull- 
zell’s reply is said to have riled the 
ticket people and is interpreted as 
a move that might be an out for 
Eguity in the event that court action 
is taken against invoking the code. 


‘Legality’ Doubted 


There were two conferences in 
which the ticketmen sat in, and it 
| was their understanding that the 
| final revisions would be submitted to 
the brokers before formal adoption. 
Gerber wrote that, since this course 
was not pursued, it would seem that 
the brokers were made ‘strangers to 
the discussions,’ and expressed “seri- 
ous doubt’ as to the ‘legality and 
propriety of the methods used’ by 
the managers and Equity. It was the 
latter’s suggestion that the code be 
explained to the brokers, who say 
that only two minor changes were 
made at their instance, 

Brokers’ attorney expressed the 
opinion that there is no doubt that 
Equity and the League acted in con- 
cert to ‘put our people out of busi- 
ness.’ He declared that the code ss 
devised is arbitrary and coercive,’ 


(Continued on page 50) 


‘TYSON’S VS. McBRIDE’S 
FOR N. Y. HOTEL STANDS 


While Broadway’s ticket brokers 
are more or less united in regarding 
the code as impractical, there is a 
side contest between McBride’s and 
Tyson's, two of the major agencies, 
over hotel stands. Latter agency has 
been absorbing such outlets by bid- 
ding up the price of rentals. The 
Tyson outfit (William Sullivan and 
Harry Kaufman) is now operating 17 


Gustav A. 


stands in hotel lobbies, McBride's 
retaining seven, having given wp 
some because of upped rental de- 
mands. 


In ticket circles it is questionable 
whether hotel stands are profitable 
ventures, especially since the code is 
believed to stopned  over- 
charging in the open. Known that 
when high prices were obtainable 
strategy of lobby stands depended 
more on the class of guests rather 
than the size of the hotels. For- 
merly McBride’s had but two hotel 
stands. but when the Bascom agency 
absorbed some years ago, a 
string of hotel stands was involved 
in the deal, that agency snecializing 
on such outlets. 

Last week McBride’s reliquished 
the stand at the Commodore hotel, 
Tyson's taking over. Annual rent 
was bid up to $12,000, with McBride's 
deciding the stand could not operate 
profitably with such overhead. Hotel 
ticket stands are said to denend on 
business during only ix months of 


was 


the year. 
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ays on Broadway 


DuBarry Was a Lady 


Musical comedy in two parts preseniod 
ai the 4tth Street, N. Y., Nov. 6, by 
BG. DeSviva; score by Cole Porter: book 
by Herbert Fields and De Sylva; staged by | 
Mac Gregor; dances by Robert 
Alton: settings and costumes designed by 


Raoul Pene DuBois; Bert Lahr and Ethel 
Merman starred; Betty Grable and Benny 
taker featured; $4.40 Lop. 
ERT CCT ET Hugh Cameron 
Charles Walters 
ANtice Barto Betty Grable 
Manuel Tito Renaldo 
Four Internationals— 

Pougtas Hawkins, Peter Holliday, Robert 

Herring, Carl Nicholas. 
Decteur Michel... Walter Armin 

Starlets of the Club Petite 

Ann Geraldine Spreckles 
Rute Frederic...... Janice Carter 
Peggy Brown....... Jacqueline 
Bary Gray...... Marquerite Benton 


B. G. (Buddy) De Sylva debuts as 
a producer with the second major 
musical of the fall period. He earned | 
bows from an array of be-furred, 
dinner-jacketed first-nighters, who! 
know all the words, and there was 
only a small percentage of dissent- 
ers. Despite over-touting from out 
of town, ‘Du Barry’ looks to be 
definitely in the money. 


Ethel Merman and Bert Lahr are 
the main fun-makers, she with her | 
manner of handling ditties, he with 
a type of low comedy antics which, 
though familiar through many sea- 
sons, has new variations and is as 
surefire as ever. They are rightly | 
starred. Both have had their fling 
in Hollywood and the same goes for 
Betty Grable and Benny Baker, who 
are featured. De Sylva was a Coast 
fixture for a period that seems to 
have been too long. 

The libretto idea of a ‘ladies maid 
in a gents’ room’ speaks for itself. | 
Lahr is the towel boy, first shown in 
a newereel clip as a $75,000 sweep- 
stakes winner. He gets a yen for | 
Miss Merman, top warbler at a night 
spot, but she has her mind on a 
better looking guy. To get the fel- 
low out of the way Lahr slips a pow- 
der into a shot of booze, forgets 
which glass he fixed up and is 
mickeyed himself, 

That’s the cue for the mugg to 
pass out and dream that he is King 
Louis of France, with Miss Merman | 
his DuBarry. Most of the show is 
localed in and around Versailles, 


'*DuBarry’ more compact. 


| ain and Charles Tobias; 


head is another of the comedy lyrics. 
‘Friendship,’ with the two stars in 
action, is a comedy corny routine 


that proved a show-stepped, and Miss | 


Merman’s ‘When Love Beckoned on 


52d Street’ are more of the like- 
able songs from the crack com- 
poser. Miss Grable and Walters are 
high with ‘Well, Did You Ever. 


During the tryouts Johnny Barnes 


‘started with much more than he now | 
ihas. but he does very well with a 


dance solo. 
Second act seems best and cutting 
of the first portion would make 
However, 
it is a ashy, ebullient proceeding 


with about everything a musical 
comedy should have. Costuming 
looks like it cost a fortune, with 
silks satins abounding, as 


fashioned by Raoul Pene DuBois and 
made by Brooks. Not to be over- 


looked in the repatriates from Holly- 


wood in the setup is Edgar Mac- 
Gregor. who staged the book, his 
irst stage assignment on Broadway 
in several years. He has not lost his 


touch. 


Miss Merman and Lahr make an 
4unusual stage duo. Comic’s repeat 
on the stage is especially interesting, 
for his parting performance on the 
Coast as the lion in ‘The Wizard of 


Oz’ (M-G) was outstanding enough 


to win him plenty of pic work when- 
ever he wants it again. Ibee. 


— 


The New Hellzapoppin 


Revue in two acts (25 scenes) presented 
by Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson in assovia- 
tion with the Shuberts. Book by Olsen and 
Johnson: music and lyrics mostly by Sammy 
staged by Fdward 
dances by Gae Foster; 
N. ¥., Dec. 11, 


Durvea Dowling: 
at the Winter Garden, 
$2.30 top. 


Cast: Olsen and Johnson, Barto & Mann, 


Charles Withers, Radio Rogues (3). Hal 
Sherman, Walter Nillson, The Charioteers 
(4), Bettymae and Beverly Crane, Theo 
Hardeen, The Starlings (2), Reed, Deen 


& Reed, Shirley Wayne, Bergh & Moore, 
Stephen Olsen, Roberta, Billy Adams. 


Nearly 14 months since they first 
completely upset 90% of the New 
York critics, Olsen and Johnson 
come up with a new edition of 
‘Hellzapoppin.’ The personne! is vir- 
tually the same; the shooting sounds 
just as loud; it still appears like a 
nuthouse loose at $3.30 top, though 
most of the bits have been changed 
and the chorus and stage have been 
dressed up in a degree at least par- 
tially commensurate with the show’s 
earnings. 

First half of the revue is almost 


,entirely new in comparison with the 


original version, which premiered 
Sept. 22, 1938, at the 46th Street thea- 
tre, though Charles Withers’ Opry is 
the only new act. This great vaude- 


| ville turn fits this production like a 


affording the opportunity for elabo- | glove, furnishing the peg upon which 


rate dressing and powdered wigs. | 
which makes for a curious mixture 
of regal 
way. Louis is no more successful in | 


surroundings and Broad- |!00k and sound very funny. 


Olsen and Johnson are able to hang 
a lot of corny bits and make them 
Withers’ 
own routine is subordinated, O. & J. 


making the grade as an emperor than | utilizing the opry house stage most 


he was as the night club punk. He 
Snaps out of it to learn that when 
the tax collector gets his share of 
the winnings, he’s a bum again. 


when Lahr is supposed to have an 
arrow planted in his rear. He lays 
upon table while the doctor 
examines him for everything except 
the puncture. The arrow is alluded 
to as an aerial, among other things, 
and Baker, who is the Dauphin- 
marksman, tries to ring it with little 
hoops. Another comic scene between 


interlude isn’t exactly delicate, nor 
are Lahr’s requests for nickels. 

Betty Grable is something of a 
revelation as a new soubrette. It is 
her first time on Broadway, but she 
performs like a thoroughbred. Not 
so blonde as pictured, Miss Grable 
is a lovely little trick who knows 
her stuff in both songs and dances. 
Most of the hoofing is with Charles 
Walters and they make a 
team. Miss Grable has appeared in 
vaude units, but it is probably the 
careful training as a kid that stands 
her in good stead now. 

There may be some _ question 
whether Cole Porter’s score is as at- 
tractive as some of his other con- 
tributions, but to the average on- 


whole bag of good things. 
melody standout is ‘Do I Love You, 
handled by Miss Merman and Ronald 
Graham, who stepped in to replace 
Phil Regan. As DuBarry’s lover, he 
looks the dashing hero and totes a 
first class baritone. He came to at- 
tention last season in ‘Boys from 
Syracuse.’ 

Something very different is the 
ditty ‘But in the Morning, No.’ as- 


signed to Miss Merman and Lahr, | 


the number being typically Porter in 


a racey mood. ‘DuBarry Was a 
Lady’ is okay in Miss Merman’s 
hands, but hardly a_ successor to 


‘Eadie Was a Lady.’ She has a better 
number in ‘Give Him the Oo-La-La.’ 
it being more to her unique style. 
Again late in the show she scores 
with ‘Katie Went to Haiti.” It is 
spotted back in the night club with 
ensemble evolutions which seem to 


be the best of Robert Alion’s dance | 


direction, his other work also being | 
of high order. 

Lahr’s number, ‘It Ain’t Etiquette,’ 
early in the show with Jean Moore- 


Perhaps the funniest scene comes | 


them is in the washroom, when Lahr | 
breaks in Baker, the new boy. That | 


SCOrInNg | 


while Withers handles 
| the olio and props from the loft. The 
few bits of his that have been re- 


tained are still strong laughs. 


of the time, 


the first, but the new ‘Surprise 
Party’ bit of giveaways to the audi- 
,ence is one of the show’s top com- 
edy stanzas. Ticket stubs are picked 
out of a keg by the Crane Sisters 
| and ‘gifts’ are handed those holding 
the corresponding seat numbers. 
| Opening night, Mrs. Alfred E. Smith 
received a corsage as the first gift 
and an unidentified customer got a 
bottle of booze as the second, but 
from there on the fun began. Billy 
Rose and Eleanor Holm, newlyweds, 
won a baby’s potty chair; Bob Bench- 
ley received a live hen; Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh, the songwriter, got a ladder; 
Mark Barron (Associated Press) and 
his wife, Erin O’Brien Moore, were 
delivered a large bag of flour, and a 
stooge had a cake of ice planted in 
his lap. This scene winds up with a 
reprise of the first show’s amateur 
hour—still very funny. 

Barto and Mann, male comedy 
team: Hal Sherman, comedy dancer: 


| Walter Nillson, unicyclist; Billy 
Adams, sock colored hoofer: Crane 
| Sisters, cute dancers; The Starlings 


| (Cyrel Roodney and June Winters), 


Reed. hotcha singers: 
magician; Shirley Wayne, 
fiddler, and the Radio Rogues (3), 
|mimies, plus all the funny audience 
and box stooges, repeat their former 
routines, but in nicer settings. 

It’s the better dressing that makes 
| this show look more like a click than 
did the first one on its opening night. 
{At that time the scenery and cos- 
tuming were shoddy, but it’s just the 
Opposite now. Chorus of 20, plus six 
| boys, is also better trained than in 
| its initial appearance, with Gae Fos- 
| ter (from the Roxy) being credited 
now with staging the dances. 

Another of this new version’s good 
party bits is the audience-participa- 
tion in the ‘Boomps-a-Daisy’ dance 
in the first half. Chorus girls and 
boys dance with the customers in 
the aisles in a_posterior-bumping 
routine. Ex-Governor Al Smith and 
McHugh participated opening night, 
the former guy shaking a pretty good 
tamale with a cute wren. 

None of the tunes by Sammy Fain 
and Charles Tobias, who also did the 


Hardeen, 


Second half is much quieter than | 


: | classy harmonizers; Mel and Bonnie | 
looker he seems to have delivered a | 


The | the | 


comedy | 


‘score for the first version, is « click, 
but all are passable. However, one 
yatriotic song by Don George and 
Teddy Hill, ‘We Won't Let It Happen 


Here.’ as sung by the Charioteers, 
sounds as though it may have a 
Scho. 


‘pretty fair sale. 


THE WOMAN BROWN 


Melodrama in two acts (I8 scenes) by 


} Dorothy Cumming; features Franctska 
| Gaal Colin Keith-Johnsten, Cecil) Hum- 
phreys staged by author; setting, Raye | 


mond Sovey; presented by Margaret Hewes, 


lat Biltmore, N. Y., Dec. 5, °39; top 
(84.40 opening). 
Rev, Shell ..Oswald Marshatl 
Nurse Helen Trenholme 
.... Daisy Belmore 
| Mrs. Goodberry...... imine Newcombe 
i Ken Colin) Weith-Johnsten 
| Mary Brown. Mranciska Gaal 
Policeman Ralph Sumpter 
Dr. John Mchkee 


Pete Brown... 


Mrs. Claire Nolte 
Court ....Edmond stevens | 
Deputy Clerk... Lester 
Attorney Harold Young 
Jury Foreman... Lionel Ince 


This one is really calamitous. It’s 
trite, repetitious, attenuated, maud- 
lin and terribly dull—one of the 
worst plays of the season. It’s - 
| viously a speedy flop and, after such 
a dire Broadway showing, is even 
doubtful picture material unless 
drastically revised and then dis- 
guised behind a new title. 


Yarn might almost be a satire on 
old-fashioned tear-jerkers, except 
that it’s written and played straight. 
Even so, some of its more hokey mo- 
ments drew snickers from the first- 
nighters. Meller deals with the for- 
eign-born wife of a drunken bully in 
an English village, of how she falls 
| in love with the foreman of the ship- 
| yard where she works and, after she 
unwittingly poisons her sick hus- 
band, is convicted of murder anc 


| hanged. 
' Such stories are inclined to be 
|morbid at best, but ‘The Woman 


| Brown’ deals with a humdrum set of 
| characters and is painfully common- 

place in its viewpoint and writing. 

It’s boring all through the long first 
lact, but really hits bottom in the 
|second. Most of the latter is a court- 
| room scene, in which the majority of 
| the lines are merely a sodden rehash 
of the events of the first act, and the 
remainder is a flock of irrelevant 
| babble of formal court procedure. 


Franciska Gaal, brought from 
| Hollywood to play the title part, is 
| miscast. Colin Keith-Johnston seems 
| somewhat wooden, but is hampered 
by bad writing and direction as well 
as by Miss Gaal’s lack of vitality. 
Cecil Humphreys imbues a few mo- 
ments of the courtroom scene with 
conviction and Helen Trenholme is 
expressively acid as the jealous 
nurse. Daisy Belmore and Jessa- 
mine Newcombe also register as vil- 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


lage scandal-mongers, while Dickie 
Van Patten avoids juvenile pre- 


| cociousness as the Browns’ son (he 
,alternates in the role with 
Reiss). 

‘Woman Brown’ was tried out last 
summer at Provincetown, Mass., and 
| was Well regarded. At the urging of 
| Bette Davis, who attended a tryout 
|pertormance, Warners bought the 
| picture rights and also agreed to give 
it a Broadway production. 
| it appears that the authoress held out 
|for complete authority on editing 
| and staging, for the play hasn’t been 
|revised since the tryout. 
| Film company has given it a lavish 
| production and generally a capable 

cast, but it’s all tossed away on a 
hopeless script and antiquated direc- 
tion. After such a dire flop on the 


| stage, there may be some doubt that | 
the studio will now do it as a pic- | 


ture. Having already taken a beat- 
ing on the piece, Warners may sim- 
ply jettison the whole works and 
cross it off to eperience, particularly 


in view of the year’s similarities to 
the studio’s recent ‘We Are Not 
Alone.’ Hobe. 
FOREIGNERS 
Comedy in three acts by Frederick Tuons- 
laie; feature Richard Ainley, Martha 
| Seot staged by Reginald Bach; settings, 
Watson Barratt; presented by the Shuberts 


in association with Arch Selwyn, at Belas 


| co, N. Y., Dee. 5, '39; $3.30 top ($4.40 open. | 
ing? 
George Beban, Jr. 
Ainley 
00d Avistides Carlos de Jeon 


In ‘No Time for Comedy’ last sea- 
son S. N. Behrman was concerned 
with a successful playwright whose 
talent for suave drawing-room com- 
edy seemed to him callously trivial 
in a grim world. Observers inter- 
preted the play as an expression of 
the author’s own personal dilemma 
and of his solution. Some of them 
gave it something of a brushoff as 
merely one of those subjects that 


Ronald | 


However, | 


Plays Out of Town 


JOHN HENRY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 11. 

Roark Bradford 
and Jacques Wolfe; stars) Paul Robeson; 
stagzed by Anthony Brown; settings, Albert 
Johnson; costumes, John Hambleton; choral 


Drama, with music, by 


firection, Leonard ieVaur; presented by 
; Sam Byrd, at the Erlanger, Philadelphia, 
} opening Dec. 11, 
Blind Lemon, Joshua White 
Man Named ....doe Attles 
1 Ola Aunt Dinah. Minto Catd 
| Ruby... Musa Williams 
Rucker’s McGill 


Poor Selma Myra Jobnson 


| Benveneta Washington 
Second Cavers Witliam Woolfolk 


To the stage’s more or less mod- 
ern contribution to the literature of 
the colored race must now be added 
this drama with music which Roark 
Bradford and Jacques Wolfe have 
concocted from the former's story, 
i‘John Henry.’ 
| Sam Byrd has given the play a 
j}handsome, imaginative easy- 
| flowing (save for a couple of natural 
'first-night stage waits) production 
and Paul Robeson is a truly magnifi- 
cent figure, both dramatically and 
‘vocally, as the focal point of the 
| Bradford yarn. The supporting cast 
is up to the mark in every sense 
and visually the proceedings are ex- 
cellent. 
| At the opening performance here 
there was a divided opinion. Part 
of that division came from the ex- 

pectation among those who are not 
acquainted with the music of Jacques 
| Wolfe) and whe expected ‘John 
Henry’ to be filled wit: individual 
|arias of the ‘Old Man River’ type. 

But from the word ‘go’ ‘John Henry’ 
lis not a musical comedy; it is nearer 
grand opera or the more modern 
manifestations of grand opera. There 
are no individual songs programmed 
and only one, or perhaps two, that 
|ecan be singled out from the almost 
| continuous Wolfe musical score 
which, for the most part, proceeds in 
|a kind of recitative or rhythmic 

blank verse. Just as there are vir- 
tually no set vocal pieces, there is 

also comparatively little straight 
| prose dialog. 

| The other complaint, not so widely 
|heard, is that ‘John Henry,’ on the 
| stage, is not the Negro legend of the 
mythical strong man who could do 
almost any physical feat better than 
any other man, but who was illusive, 
unobtainable and finally met defeat 
'at the hands of the steam age. 

As far as the first criticism, it is 
{more than likely that by the time 
| ‘John Henry’ gets to Broadway, its 
| history, reputation and general char- 
| acteristics will have preceded it so 
|that first-night audiences will know 
| what to expect. Here is a new and 
| striking excursion into a modern 
field of musical composition that has 
an impelling, deeply - ingrained 
power. 
| As far as the second criticism, one 
might say that it will depend on the 
number of Bradford readers to be 
found among ‘Henry’ audiences. And 
right here attention should be called 
to the fact that, unlike his ‘The 
Green Pactures,’ Bradford has here 
made his own dramatization. 

The depiction of ‘John Henry’ as a 


| 


straight legend would have lost for 
it a maximum of dramatic effect. 
| There is still a definite amount of 


the mythical in the presentation of 
six-foot John Henry, who could lay 
rails and roll cotton better than any- 


eternally fascinate a playwright but 
are remote from the rest of us. 

But the theme of ‘No Time for 
Comedy’ seems to have been fairly 
universal after all—or at least uni- 
versal for successful writers of suave 
comedy. For now Frederick Lons- 
dale. who clicked with such deft 
drawing-room trifles as ‘The Last of 
| Mrs. Cheyney,” “The Distaff Side’ and 


| ‘Once Is Enough,’ is struggling to 
turn his comic gifts to the realistic 
present. He’s turned out a satiric 
sort of comedy about nationalistic 


and racial prejudice, which he calls, 
succinctly, ‘Foreigners.’ And like 
Behrman’s playwright in ‘Comedy,’ 
he’s become tangled in his own seri- 
ous intentions. For a writer of 
| Lonsdale’s reputation, it’s a pretty 
j sight. 

The theme of ‘Foreigners’ is perti- 
nent enough, certainly. Taking a 
group of various nationalities—a 
Spaniard, German, American, Rus- 
sian, Frenchman, Italian, Irishman, 
Englishman and a Japanese, and also 
a Jew—the author places them first on 
|a ship out of Australia and then on 
/an uninhabited island, where the 
Jew outwits the others and seizes 
the only firearms to maintain a kind 
of benevolent dictatorship and pro- 
tect a girl stowaway. Amida welter 
of accents, Lonsdale has some witty 
observations to make about intoler- 
ance and race hatred. But the writ- 
ing is full of holes and the plot con- 
trivances keep poking into view. The 
first act situation is passably done, 
but then the piece falls slowly apart. 
And somehow, although the play 


(Continued on page 50) 


body else around, but who finally 
met his waterloo in the south’s ‘Black 
River’ country. 

In making this change from legend 
Bradford has had to change the char- 
acter of Julie Anne. She, in the 
original, was always a little beyond 
John Henry’s reach, not because she 
didn’t love him but because she 
failed to understand the giant while 
she could comprehend ‘a man named 
Sam.’ Latter character is the ‘men- 
ace’ of the tale and is not perhaps 
as effective in the breaking down of 
the legendary aspects. 

‘John Henry,’ with its expensive 
production and Anthony Brown's 
discriminate staging, is hardly likely 
to be a half-wayer. Here's a vote that, 
despite the highbrow qualities of 
the score and the change from the 


!author’s original, it is going to be a 


hit. 

In addition to Robeson’s grand ap- 
pearance, sonorous voice and elfec- 
tive acting, there are top-rate con- 
tributions by Ruby Elzvy, soprano, as 
Julie Anne; Joe Attles. as the ‘man 
named Sanv; Musa Williams, as 
Ruby, the vamp, and Minto Cato, as 
Aunt Dinah. The one white part in 
the show is played by Alexander 
Gray, whose well-known baritone 
doesn’t have enough opportunity, 

Waters. 


BETTER FO’ TO SING 


Cleveland, Dec. 8. 
Comedy in three acts (eight acenes) by 
Dorothy Paxton: staged by Rowena Wood- 
ham Jelliffe: presented by Gilpin Plavera; 
at Brooks theatre, Cleveland. 


Gilpin Players, claiming to be the 
oldest Negro repertory company in 
the country, with 19 seasons behind 
it, pulled in some of town’s carriage- 
trade by trying out this new one in 
the smart Brooks theatre, which the 
Play House lent them after they 
were burned out of their own Kara- 
mu. That, plus fact that it’s \-ritten 
by Dorothy Paxton, ov of the Pla 
House’s fave actresses, added a yin 4 
of importance to a rather unimpor- 
tant comedy about Negro life along 
the Mississippi. 


Caucasian dramatist knows her 
deep South, shows it in richly de- 
tailed background of a small levee 


town and in amusingly earthy dia- 
log. But there’s no plot to speak of. 
|, Not enough, in fact. for more than 
;one act. Gilpiners are expert in giv- 
ing it warmth; yet, the Negro char- 
acters are more childishly naive in 
emotions than Uncle Tom. 

It's simple  over-the-back-fence 
}stuff about a fat, philosophic mammy, 
|who scoffs at religion, and her hymn- 
| singing friend next door whose gad- 


| ding daughter is not troubled by 
morals. Wench has a tooth knocked 
out by her lover, so she returns 


home to take it out on her no-good 
husband. He gets in a hold-up jam 
trying to steal money for her, iron- 
ically has it filched by he neighbor 
after she helps him escape and 
everybody winds up getting religion 
at one of those typical, hosannah- 
shouting prayer meetings. 

Satire is generally as unsophisti- 
cated as the yarn, but it’s hoked up 
with sentimental competence by 
Irene Reese, Minnie Gentry, Lloyd 
Gentry, William Day and _ Lillian 
Hinnant. Not much of a future for 
it except in Negro little theatres. 
Might have a brighter chance if Miss 
Paxton added more southern songs, 
turning it into a dark-skinned musi- 
cal comedy. Pullen. 


Play Abroad 


BLACK VELVET 


London, Dec. 
Revue in two parts presented by Moas 
Empires, Ltd, in association with George 
Black; staged by Robert Nesbitt; dances 
Wendy Tove: music Harry Parr-Davies; 
sketches, George Black, Mary Duna, Poug- 
las Furber; features Vi Oliver Roma 
Beaumont Iris Lockwood, Carole Lynne 
Pat Kirkwood, Teddy Rrown Alice V.loyd, 
Louise Loyd, Cyril Smith, Max and Harry 
Nesbitt The Bredwins, Leigh Stafford, 

Conga Dancers. At Hippodrome, London. 


Looke like George Black has put 
over another hit at the Hippodrome. 

There is much to commend it in 
artistic production. Color schemes 
and lighting are effectively utilized, 
but actually the whole show is little 
more than vaudeville augmented by 
blue sketches. 

Cast is fairly competent, with a 
few outstanding personalities. Fore- 
most is Vie Oliver, who seems to 
have found a neat niche for himself 
here. As compere and_ principal 
comic he’s the pivot for the entire 
company. To replace Frances Day, 
who was in the previous Black revue 
as co-star with Oliver, the manage- 
ment has several femmes. They 
hardly replace Miss Day adequately. 

There are two outstanding variety 
turns, Teddy Brown, heavyweight 
xylophonist, who handles his lines 
well, and The Bredwins, comedy 
acrobats, who earn considerable ap- 
plause with their nifty act. Alice 
Lloyd is also warmly received with 
an imitation of her late sister, Marie. 
Stafford and Louise have a good 
dancing routine. 

Show looks set 


for a prosperous 


Jolo. 


lengthy run. 
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Wednesday, December 13, 1939 


Barrymore's B. 0. 


Tippling’ 


After hearing any number of reports about the conduct and a@ lib- 
bing of John Barrymore in ‘My Dear Children,’ which has played 30 
weeks at the Selwyn, Chicago, the N. Y. Daily News assigned John 
Chapman to cover the actor, who is called ‘the great lover’ in the Loop. 
Ags a result a double-truck story, headed ‘Chicago Wants Its Barry- 
more Drunk,’ appeared in Sunday’s (10) edition of the tabloid. 

Chapman spent an evening or two with the star, visiting backstage 


and going the rounds of night spots with him. 


rymore imbibes very sparingly. 


It is revealed that Bar- 


While there is no doubt that playgoers 


have been attending in the hope that he is stewed, fact is that he con- 
sumes but two highballs of Scotch during the performance, using just 
Same goes when he visits the clubs 
later, for the 57-year-old actor knows that hard stuff is not good for him 
and his health has been rather delicate. 

Audiences insist on believing that liquor inspires Barrymore's asides, 
which are sometimes ribald, but the long run in Chicago is directly at- 


enough booze to flavor the water. 


tributed to the ad libbing. 


‘Children’ was in such doubtful status be- 


fore opening in Chicago that Aldrich & Myers had virtually decided to 


close the show. 


According to the News story, Capt. Pierce Power- 


Waters put up $1,500 of his own coin to move the show from Daven- 


port, la., to the Selwyn. 


Waters is the show's company manager and 


he is credited with doing much to keep the star and attraction going. 

Broadway is due to get Barrymore and ‘Children’ shortly after the 
first of the year and show circles are guessing whether New Yorkers 
will take to the star's stunts, referred to by Ashton Stevens, dean of 
the Loop’s critics, as ‘hamming and hawing. 


Becker May Do Mulatto’ Just Ove 
Philly City Line After Pennsy Tour 


Philadelphia, Dec, 12. 

Philadelphians may be able to see 
‘Mulatto’ after all, if they are willing 
to travel a bit to reach it. The road 
rights to the Langston Hughes 
drama of miscegnation, which was 
drama of miscegenation, which was 
been acquired by Joseph Becker, 
who was to have presented the piece 
at the Walnut. 


Becker plans to take ‘Mulatto’ on 
tour through the upstate cities of 
Pennsylvania. He is also hoping— 
although this hasn't been officially | 
arranged—to present the show in the 
near vicinity of Philly, where it can 
reap the advance of all the publicity 
on the banning. Camden, although 
it hasn't played legit in a long time, 
is, of course, an ideal possibility, 
with Norristown also considered, but 
farther away and having no house 
entirely suitable. 

It has also been suggested that 
*“Mulatto’ might be booked in one of 
the larger film houses in the 69th 
street (Southwest) section, which is 
across the city line. Several of them 
have, at one time or another, had 
stage show policies. 


Mr, Becker, who is in the real} 
estate business but has also been 
lessee and manager of the Walnut 


for a number of years, paid the en- 
tire ‘Mulatto’ company two weeks’ 
salaries although they only gave the 
one ‘preview, invitation per- | 
formance. 

Judge Curtis Bok, after upholding 
the ban last week (12), openly stated 
after the stormy hearing that he did 
not agree with Mayor Connell. The 
Judge, who had previously granted 
an injunction against the continu- 
ance of the ban by the late Mayor S. 


| to play “Taming of the Shrew’ in the 
| Auditorium Christmas Day. 


| voluntary 


Davis Wilson, expressed the personal | 


Opinion that he ‘disagreed 


Mayor Connell.’ 
Equity Orders Extra Coin 
Second ban against ‘Mulatte’ by 
Philadelphia authorities caused some- 


with | 


thing of a mix-up over the amvunts | 


due the cust. 
performance 


Although no public 
was played, the play- 
ers will receive two weeks’ salary, 
Plus other money. Half of the 
salaries due were sent to Philly by 
Equity so that the cast pay 
their hotel bills. 

Cast 
week's 


could 


final 
the 


for the 
zithough 


went there 
rehearsal and, 


first two days were free, were en- | 


titled to subsistence pay at $5 per 
day, plus rehearsal coin at the rate 
of $20 weekly or pro rata. 


Engagements 


Onslow Stevens, ‘The  Uncon- 
quered.’ 
Donehue, John Gage, 
Christmas Eve.’ 

Morris Carnovsky, Elia Kazan, 


‘Night Music, 

Erskine Hawkins, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Young Man With a Horn,’ 

Shirley Ross, Marta Eggert, Leif 
Erickson ‘untitled Wiman-Rogers- 
Hart musical), 

Luther Adler, Frank Kelly, Martha 
Hodge, Earl MacDonald, Whitner 
Bissell, Howard daSilva, Fred Her- 
tick, Clara Langsner, Mary Michael, 
Ann Thomas, Adele Longmire, ‘Two 
©n an Island.’ 


Majestic, Ft. Worth, 
Getting a Face-Lift 


Fort Worth, Dee. 12. 

Majestic theatre, oldest’ deluxe 
house in Fort Worth, will close down 
for remodeling the middle of Febru- 
ary. For sentiment’s sake, architec- 
ture and interior finishing will re- 
main the same as when the theatre 
opened on Labor Day, 1910. 

Haven of vaudeville in its heydey, 
the Majestic has been a second-run 
picture house since 1932 except on 
the special occasion of road shows. 
Stars of road shows vastly prefer it 
to the bigger, newer Municipal Audi- 
torium. They've been gradually 
weaned over to the Auditorium, 
though, since Helen Hayes played 
‘Victoria Regina’ and gave the big, 
mike-equipped house the recom- 
mendation of big takings. 


| 


LEGITIMATE 


Bea Kaufman, Friedman 


Form New Prod. Firm 


Beatrice Kaufman, wife of the 
playwright, is entering legit produc- 
tion in association with Charles 
Friedman and they have already se- 
lected a starting attraction. Fried- 
man wrote sketches for ‘Sing Out the 
News,’ in which George S. Kaufman 
was interested, and the duo were 
again associated in fashioning ‘From 
Vienna,’ 
played the Music Box last summer. 

Incorporation papers filed for them 
by Howard E. Reinheimer indicates 
their activities will also include 
radio, 


TMAT vs. Treasurers 
Battle Looms; N.Y. Suit 
Seen Setting Off Spark 


A battle impends between the 
Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union and the Treasurers 
and Ticket Sellers union. Latter is 


in a body from TMAT last summer 
and secured a charter from the In- 
ternational Alliance of Stage Em- 
ployees, the stagehands’ organization. 
First sign of the contest came after 
Jerome Flynn applied to the courts 
Jast week for an injunction against 
TMAT from barring him from mem- 
bership rights, also asking for dam- 
ages because of employment denied 
him. Louis F. Werba, secretary and 
treasurer of TMAT, was personally 
named. 

Flynn is a company manager and 
treasurer, about 50 in either TMAT 
or the treasurers union having the 
same rating. “He was to have han- 
dled ‘Herself Mrs. Patrick Crowley,’ 
a legiter which tried out recently, 
but found himself not in good 


standing with TMAT. When he of- 
fered to pay back dues to qualify 
for the job, his money was not ac- 
cepted and he could not accept the 


job. He figured that cost him at 
least three weeks’ work at $125 
weekly. 

TMAT leaders said that Flynn, 


like others in the IA affiliate, had 
been suspended because of ‘unde- 
cided jurisdietional disputes’ be- 
tween the two unions. That means 
that around 300 boxoffice people, in- 


Katherine Cornell still holds out 
for the Majestic, though, and will 
play there in ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
Feb. 1. The Lunts who specified the 
Majestic last winter have consented | 


ARMITAGE BANKRUPTCY 
HOOKS LTC FOR $6,000 


The Legitimate Theatre Corp. con- 
tinues to find Los Angeles its most 
troublous booking spot. Outfit was 
informed that Merle Armitage, Coast 
showman with whom there was a 
jam over ‘Golden Boy,’ has filed a 
petition of bankruptcy, 
listing liabilities of $12,000. Under- 
stood that a major item is money 
due LTC. Latter 


claims that $2,900 
is owed on that show, Armitage pay- 
ing but $250. 

Eva LeGallienne, who was booked 
into the Philharmonic, which Arm- 
itage has under a rental, tailed to 
give a performance Friday and Sat- 
urday (8-9) because the manager 


was unable to pay the show's share, | 


which was a guarantee, most of the 


tickets having been sold in advance. | 


| There was but one performance of 


‘Boy’ two weeks previous. Loss 16 
LTC on the two attractions is slight- 


‘ly more than $6,000. 


New Union Threat? 


If it isn’t one thing, it’s another 


‘between the managers and the vari- 


ous stage unions. Latest of the lat- 
ter groups to contact the showmen 
is that representing the stationary 
engineers. Latter are recognized 


recognition. 


working conditions was not 
dicated. 

There are around a dozen thea- 
tres which operate their own heating 
plants and some make their 


electric current for 


heat from a 
Those with individual plants are 
quired to employ an engineer 
fireman, former being paid $55.50 


i weekly and the latter getting $49. 


| 


| 


| 


cluding out-of-towners, are similarly 
regarded by TMAT, which has ap- 
pealed to the American Federation 
of Labor, charging that IA invaded 
its jurisdiction. Matter may be de- 
cided next month by the executive 


council of the AFL. 


Gustav A. Gerber, attorney for 
TMAT, said that the walk-out of 
treasurers is regarded as ‘treason- 
able, and that whether they paid 
dues or not they would not be rec- 
ognized as qualified to accept com- 
pany managerships. Feeling be- 
tween the two unions has_ been 
smoldering for some time and the 
court action was the spark that fired 
TMAT people to speak their mind 
about the boxoffice group. Pro- 
ceedings by TMAT may not await 
the ruling on jurisdictional rights. 


the refugee revue which 


the boxoffice group which withdrew | 


VARIETY 49 


Add: Wrong With 


| Disturbing noises by the house 


rymore, N. Y., that they actually 


doors into the lobby or boxoffice ¢ 


during the intense moments of the 

‘Largo’ is not only a serious dra 
interest, but it is an expression of t 
leading playwrights of this genera 
turning the play over in his mind 
least six months completing it. Th 


of the house staff. 
That more or less similar condi 


staff, always a potential source of 


irritation in legit theatres, are currently so annoying at the Ethel Bar- 


mar the effectiveness of the play. 


Such a condition would be true at any kind of a show, but are par- 
ticularly so in the case of an intellectual drama of such quiet intensity 
as Maxwell Anderson's ‘Key Largo.’ 

Talking by the ushers, running up and downstairs and kicking the 
iron railings by the coatroom attendants, noisy opening and closing of 


incidentally letting light shine into 


the darkened auditorium) are all distracting to the audience, especially 


second act. 

ma about a subject of vital timely 
he deepest convictions of one of the 
tion. Anderson probably has been 
for years, and doubtless he was et 
e Playwrights’ Co. must have spent 


from $25,000 to $35,000 on the production and Paul Muni was brought 
from Hollywood to play the leading part. 
sacrifice, work and money that have gone into the effort, its effective- 
ness is being ruined by the callousness or, at the least, thoughtlessness 


Yet with all the thought, 


tions exist in many other theatres 


magnifies rather than lessens the evil. 


Audiences Per 


Wallsten, Geiger Bow 
With Piays in Cleveland 


Cleveland, Dec. 12. 


Robert Walisten, New York actor- 
| playwright, and Milton Geiger, radio 
dramatist, dropped in to take bows 
at preems of their new plays here 
this week. 

Wallsten jis co-author of ‘Eight 
o’Clock Tuesday,’ new murder mys- 
tery play, which had tryout opening 
at Play House yesterday (12). 
drama 
novel by Mignon Eberhart, who col- 
labed on stage version. Actor-author 
was last seen here a couple of months 
ago in Ruth Chatterton’'s ‘Tonight We 
| Dance,’ at which time he got direc- 
|tor Frederic McConnell of Play 
House interested in manuscript. 

Geiger, a home-towner, is having 


| first time tomorow 
Caldwell’s rep company at their 
Stage Door theatre. ‘Mr. Jonas 
Changes His Mind’ is one which he 
and Gilbert Seldes prepared for a 
television program. Other three are 
tagged ‘Sentence for Life,’ ‘Quality 

!of Mercy’ and ‘A Skull in Flanders,’ 

| done before on air. 


- Yiddish Play for London 


‘Clinton Street,’ Artef Players’ Yid- 

| dish production at the Mercury, New 
| York, will be done by Joseph L. 
Sachs, English producer, in London 
| this season, in Yiddish. Play is an 
|}adaptation by Louis Miller from 
Chaver Paver’s novel. 

Deal with Sachs was set through 
Charles H. Allen. 


Shuberts vs. Gilbert Dispute Cues 
Agitation for Tougher Basic Pact 


Dispute between the Shuberts and 
‘Edwin Gilbert regarding ownership 
of the Jatter’s play, ‘Soothe the Sav- 


|age Beast,’ will probably result in 
agitation by the Dramatists Guild for 
new teeth in the minimum basic 
agreement when the pact comes up 
for renewal in February, 1941. Au- 
thors will undoubtedly seek to have 
the agreement extended to cover 
plays by writers employed under sal- 
effect such 


lary. Present pact doesn't 
instances. 

The firm of Carly Wharton and 
Martin Gabel has expressed an in- 
terest in doing ‘Beast,’, but the 
rights could not be cleared. Recent 


| 


individually, but now desire group | court decision ruled that the con- 
Whether this preludes | troversy 

demands for changed pay scales and | minimum basic agreement, so it will} 
in- | have to go to the courts for settle- 


doesn’t come under the 


ment. That will take several months 


was drawn up and signed by the 
Dramatists Guild and the producers. 
There’s some question of what the 
Guild will do to meet the problem. 
a suggestion being a rule specifically 
giving playwrights ownership of all 
scripts turned out while they're em- 
ployed by a producer, unless they're 


hired especially to write that par- 
ticular play. 
Although the minimum basie 


| agreement still has nearly 14 months 

to run, that question is one of a num- 

ber that have arisen for possible fu- 
| ture consideration. Possible revision 
of the present regulations governing 
Hollywood financing will undoubt- 
edly come up for discussion. The 
film companies are figured sure to 
bring pressure through certain man- 
agers for modification of the rules, 
' while a substantial group of drama- 
' tists is known to favor making the 


| at least, so the script probably can’t | regulations even more stringent than 


and 


be produced this season. If the mat- 


own | ter had been ruled as coming under 
lighting, with | the minimum basic agreement 2 de- 


most theatres being supplied with cision could have been obtained in a 
steam services plant. | few weeks, as the pact calls for com-| financing question will come up for 


pulsory arbitration of disputes. 
Whole situation is a new wrinkle 
basic agreement 


present minimum 


|at present. Fact that the so-called 
| Wharton-Wilk plan has apparently 
| been tossed into the limbo virtually 
| guarantees that the entire 


| plenty of discussion. 
| Producers are also expected to try 


(Continued on page 50) 


Melo- | 
is based on ‘Fair Weather.’ | 


four of his radio playlets staged for | 
(14) by Ida EL 


film-_ 


League Putting Up $2,500 to ‘Organize 


Paul Turner's Idea 


+ 


The basic agreement, in which 
Equity agrees not to change policy 
this season, which was the impelling 
reason why the managers sought the 
association’s participation in the 
ticket code, has a radical provisien. 
It calls for the League of New York 
Theatres to set aside $2,500 for the 
purpose of ‘organizing audiences,’ an 
idea conceived by Paul N. Turner, 
| Equity attorney. It was only when 
| the showmen conceded the grant and 
| inserted stringent rules to enforce 
| ticket control, that Equity agreed to 
| extend the code. 

Just how the organizing of audi- 
ences is to be accomplished has not 
been clearly outlined, but Turner's 
| theory concerns the distribution of 
tickets which are on sale dffectly at 
| the boxoffices. Rules call for at least 
| 25°% of the theatre’s total capacity 
' to be held in the boxoffice for di- 
rect sale. In the cases of hits there 
is no question about the possibility 
of selling most of the available tick- 
ets, but the problem is to keep them 
| from diggers and the ultimate hands 

of gyps. 


Block Ticket Sales 

It is proposed that a bureau be 
formed to contact organizations in 
residential sections, suburban com- 
munities and large commercial estab- 
lishments. Offers of blocks of tick- 
ets to such groups will be made, it 
being argued that with this type ef 
distribution, if arranged for in ad- 

' vance, would eliminate diggers, since 
the boxoffices would be cleaned out. 

Those not fully sold on the idea 
| argue that such distribution 
| partially defeat the purpose of direct 
| public sale. Plan would hardly bene- 
| fit the successes, but if block sales 
for intermediate atractions are 
made, it is believed the system would 
be considerably expanded. Under- 
stood that the coin for audience or- 
ganizing will be devoted in part to 
, advertising the idea. 

Whether the money wil} come 
from the League’s general fund, or 
be diverted from the levy of 3 cents 
per ticket paid by avencies, is not 
definite. Code sets forth in detail 

| that the ticket money is to be used 
for enforcement, the building of a 
reserve fund and establishment of a 
special fund which may be rebated 
to the agencies next fall. Should 
such money be used for the Turner 
plan, the brokers are sure to protest. 

Organizing of audiences emanates 
from the American Theatre Council. 
That rather nebulous body has not 
been heard from since the legit the- 


atre convention last year, but the 
managers, in securing a continuation 
of the basic pact, more or less ase 


ented to furthering the aims of the 
council, general aim of which is tor 
the welfare of the stage. 


IRWIN LEFT 
$176,997 ESTATE 


Syracuse, Dec. 12. 

Mzy Irwin, famed stage come- 
dienne, who died Oct. 2, 1938, left an 
estate which has been appraised at 
$176,997 gross by Jefferson County 
Treasurer Orsen S. Pickard. Deduc- 
' tions bring the net down to $167,012, 

Her son, Harry C. Irwin, will re- 
ceive half the residuary, and bus- 
band, Kurt Eisfeld, will receive the 
same amount. The sum of $10,000 


that was never thought of when the | to obtain a bigger slice of the sieck | s0es to Mrs. Ethel Irwin, & daughter- 
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FOREIGNERS | 
talks about nearly everything under. 
the sun, it mever seems to get any- 
thing said. 

In an assortment of carbon-copy 
caricatures there isn’t a single be- |! 
lievable part, so the cast is hog-tied 
from the start. Richard Ainley, son 
of the London actor, Henry Ainley, | 
makes his American debut in the 
leading part of the Jew, but he 
doesn't do anything to grab even its 
meagre opportunities. Apparently 
trying to express the humor in the 
character, he smirks through the 
part and thereby manages to cull the 
edge of some of the play's few sharp 
lines. 

Martha Scott, who drew attention | 
as the ingenue in ‘Our Town’ two 
seasons ago, is featured as the girl 
stowaway. She's pretty and plays, 
with unaffected sincerity, but is sty-_ 
mied by the part. George Macresdy 
is as believable as the role of the 
German allows, and J. Malcolm Dunn 
is an acceptable captain, but the} 
others are ineffective in transparent | 
parts. Watson Barratt’s settings are | 
fairly realistic, but look as .f he'd | 
been cramped by the budget. Regi- | 
nald Bach’s direction has the aroma | 
of rural stock. Hobe. | 

(Withdrawn Saturday (9) after 
seven performances; printed for the 


record.) | 


| 


Dance Review 


ANGNA ENTERS 


Angna Enters, the mime who once | 
wanted to be a schoolmarm, opened | 
her season Sunday night (10) with a 
recital at the Alvin theatre, New 
York. She drew about a three-| 
quarters house at a $2.75 top, which 
is pretty tasty biz for a solo per- | 
former using only a piano accompa- 
nist and a single stagehand. But she’s | 
been on the upbeat as a draw ever | 
since she first presented her unique 
dance-mime performance 10 years 
ago. Previously, she was a legit 
actress for a short time and before 
that attended a normal school in. 
Wisconsin. | 

For her last Sunday bill, Miss 
Enters offered three preems among 
her 13 numbers. They included 
‘Wiener Blut—Vienna, 1939,’ 
pathetic sketch about a Viennese | 
student caught in the Nazi grab; ‘End | 
of a World’ (one of whose four parts | 
was a repeat), dealing with women) 
and the last war, and ‘Crackpot 
Americana,’ pointing a finger at 
certain unsavory conditions of U. S. 
rural life. 

Among the repeats were ‘American 
Ballet—1914-1916,’ satirizing  ball- 
roomology of that period; the three- 
part ‘Vienna Provincial—1910,’ a 
tragicomic portrait of a timid girl; 
‘Balletomane-Connoisseur,’ accurate- | 
ly sub-billed ‘Riviera, Stay Away, 
from My Door’; ‘Oh, the Pain of It,’ | 
which lambasts the Martha Graham 
tradition: ‘Mme. Pompadour—Soli- | 
taire, 1900.’ kind of a strip-tease-in- 
reverse; ‘Grand Inquisitor,’ setting 


off the sadism of religious persecu- | Lee or J. J. 


tion: ‘Boy Cardinal,’ a bitter com- 
mentary on 16th century Spain: 
‘Aphrodisiac,’ a merciless etching of 
a Paris prostitute: ‘Odalisaue,’ a 
voluptuous view of harem life, and 
*Artist’s Life,’ a ludicrous burlesque 
of amateur painters. 

Miss Enters has an extraordinary 
talent for limning her subjects in 
vividly graphic terms, frequently 
blending the comic and _ pathetic 
moods. She rarely falls into the 
error of overemphasis, but usually 
jabs across her point by the subletest 
of expressions or movements. If 


NORMAN 


HARRIS 


and 


SYLVIA 


SHORE 


NOW 
ROXY, NEW YORK 


P.S.—Harris and Shore are 
now under the personal man- 
agement of 


JACK CURTIS 
LEO MORRISON OFFICE 


New York and Hollywood 


Plays On Broadway 


Continued from page 48 


'too much for a solo presentation. On 


%% and 28. She'll then leave on her 


itions by reason, force has been sub- 


_stagehands. 


some of her numbers are in a familiar | 
mold, she at least gives them more 
bite than they've had in other hands. 
A single outright fault in her work 
may be that her program is too long, 
running nearly three hours, which is 


last Sunday's bill, several of the 
numbers might have been com- 
pressed, or one or two might profit- 
ably been omitted. On the other 
hand. her in-character curtain calls | 
are virtually a show in themselves. 

Madeleine Marshall played the off- 
stage piano accompaniments. Miss 
Enters will offer a different program 
at the same house next Sunday night 
(17) and matinee performances Dec. 


usual nationwide tour. Hobe. 


Tix Code Lashed 


Continued from page 47 


and, instead of framing the regula- 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Two On An _ Island’—Play- 
wrights. 
‘The Male 


Shumlin 


Animal’'—Herman 


‘The Unconquered’ — George 
Abbott. : 

‘Christmas .Eve’ — Guthrie 
McClintic. 


‘Billy Draws a Horse’—Lee 
Shubert, W. A. Brady. 

‘The Man Who Kiiled Lin- 
coln’'—Jos. W. Gates. 

*Kindred’—Edward Choate. 

‘The White Plume’—Shuberts. 

‘The Man Who Came (to Din- 
ner’ (Chicago Co.)--Sam H. Har- 
ris. 

‘Once Upon a Time’—Hal A. 
Salzman. 

‘Easy Virtue’ (revival)—Al- 
drich & Myers. 

‘Caribbean Cruise’ — 
Hayward. 


ZIEGFELD GIRLS WILL 


Donald 


stituted. Consequences may be 
tragic, he wrote, feeling that the 
brokers will be ‘bludgeoned’ into 
compliance. 


Code is also referred to as a weap- 
on, as indicated by the rules for ad- 
ministration or enforcement. Ger- 
ber demands a resumption of discus- 
sions in which the ticket men would 
participate. He asked why, if the 
intent was not to equitably agree on 
the regulations, his clients were 
called into conference. 

All brokers appear to believe that 
the code is ‘impossible’ to follow, 
what with triplicates of orders and | 
other transactions. They object to 
many of the rules and, in particular, 
to that which permits managers or 
Equity people to inspect their rec- 
ords, when even the federal authori- 
ties cannot do so without due legal 
process. 

Question Shuberts’ Influence 

In show circles it was speculated 
upon whether the Shuberts will not 
dominate the ticket situation, because 
they have more theatres on Broad- 
way than any other management, 
and therefore pay more dues to the 
League. Doubt was expressed that 


such a result would eventuate, it 
being pointed out that in nearly all 
instances where their theatres have 
attractions of other producers, the 
latter have control of the ticket al- 
lotments. 

Pointed out, however, that a Shu- 
bert lawyer, Milton R. Weinberger, 
is also counsel of the League, and 
could hardly be expected to be im- 
partial in cases which might involve 
the Shuberts in code matters. There 
is a supposed check on any one man- 
agement dominating the League or 
code, because only one vote is per- 
mitted each. In the case of the Shu- 
berts, the vote is for the Select The- 
atres Corp.. which they operate, and 
its solo vote may be cast for that 
composite enterprise, whether by 


In the opinion of some showmen 
and ticket brokers, there may be 
other angles for the Shuberts so far 
as the ticket situation goes. For many 
years the firm has had agency con- 
,tacts, which probably applies cur- 
rently. Presence of Equity in the en- 
forcement setup may be another 
check, however, against any domina- 
tion of the ticket matter. 


REPRISE BENEFIT BALL 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Gordon Whyte, formerly of the stage and one-time trade paper reporter 
has been made a life member of Equity without financial obligation, under 
an arrangement which dates back to the eclipse of the White Rats. When 
the latter turned back its international charter in 1919 to the American 
Federation of Labor, the franchise went to Equity, which at the time virty. 
ally constituted all there was to the Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America. 

An agreement was made whereby any life member of the White Rats or 
the Federation otf American Artists, which followed it and which wag 
abandoned in 1929, would be given the same membership rating in Equity 
upon request. About 30 were listed on a verified list as being entitled to 
join, about half becoming Equityites. Fact that Whyte did not make ap- 
plication until after a long lapse did not disqualify him and council granted 
him the desired membership. 

Whyte sought the Equity affiliation as an aid in joining the American 
Federation of Radio Artists. Life members of Equity, like others, may 
join the radio union by payment of half the initiation fee and 50°) of the 
dues. Whyte has been writing radio material and figures membership in 
AFRA to be advantageous. 


| 


The Ziegfeld Club, an organiza- | 
tion of girls who formerly appeared | 
in the ‘Follies’ and other Ziegfeld 


musicals, and which raises coin for 
aid of needy members, will again 
hold a benefit ball. It had been 
reported that a performance of ‘The 
Women’ would supplant that fixture. 
Ball is dated for April 6 at the Star- 
light Roof, Waldorf Astoria, New 
York. 

The Zieggy beauts will have a dif- 
ferent type of floor show this season, 


| instead of the costume and specialty 


event which was formerly featured. 
Most of the girls proudly point out 
that they have retained their figures, 
but when the club met at the apart- 
ment of Gladys Feldman Braham, 
president, they decided that the 
customers should get a change of 
pace. 


2 Quick Flops 


Another brace of fast 
off Broadway's list 


flops went 
last 


‘Swingin’ the Dream.’ with colored | opens in Buffalo next week. 


Betty Grable made her Broadway debut in ‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ 46th 
Street, N. Y., but it is not her first appearance in legit. First stage assign. 
ment of the kind was in “Tattle Tales,’ the Frank Fay-Barbara Stanwyck 
revue, Which was presented in 1933. She did not come east with the show, 
however, leaving it in San Francisco, where she was seen by Ted Fio Rito, 
who engaged her to appear with his band. ‘Tales’ was played at the Broad- 
hurst when it came to the metropolis, going into the red for more than 
$100,000. 

Demand for ‘Du Barry’ is indicated by a continuous line at the box 
oftice and the readiness with which tickets have been disposed of. Third 
performance was a benefit affair for the Irvington House, which turned 
back $1,500 worth of tickets, with a top of $12.50 (regular scale is $4.40 
top). Box office had no trouble in disposing of the entire amount which 
the organization turned back. 

‘Du Barry’ involves a production outlay of more than $100,000. Most of 
the coin, if not all, was invested by B. G. (Buddy) De Sylva, it being his 
first effort as a producer. 


Dismal start of ‘The Woman Brown,’ at the Biltmore, N. Y., last Friday 


(8) inspired an unusual crop of sarcastic cracks by the first-nighters, | 


Glancing at the program before the curtain rose, playgoers saw listed a 
bit player with the same name as Jack Gould, member of the New York 
Times dramatic staff, who was present. That kept Gould busy with ex- 
planations. 

Adrienne Ames, who bowed out of the cast a week before it opened, got 
a better all-around break than anyone connected with the show. Her 
picture was used in the previous Sunday papers and when she went to 
the Biltmore, N. Y., to attend the preem she received a bouquet and a batch 
of opening-night wires from friends. Then Richard Watts, Jr., Herald 
Tribune, wrote next morning that because she had withdrawn from the 
cast Miss Ames was the only one to be congratulated on the play. And 
in the early editions of the Sun her picture was used with Richard Lock- 
ridge’s review. 

Nick Holde is now company manager of ‘Yokel Boy,’ succeeding Leon 
Spachner, who resigned to rejoin the Sam H. Harris outfit and who will 


week,.| handle the Chicago company of ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ which 


Spachner toured back with ‘You Can't Take 


performers principally, stopped at| lt With You’ for the same management. 


the Center Saturday (9) after one 
week and our days, one of the sea- 
son’s most costly failures so far. 
Takings, around $12,000, were puny 
in large house and evidently was the 
reaction to a weak press. 


‘SWINGIN’ THE DREAM 


Opened Nov. 29, Most 
first-stringers opined this musi- 
eal version of ‘Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’ was an excellent 
idea, but poorly executed. 
Lockridge (Sun) said, ‘lacks 
imagination which would have 
turned it from a conglomeration 
into a fantasy.’ Atkinson (Times) 
pointed out it was a ‘good idea 
indifferently exploited.’ Variety 
(Abel) declared it an ‘interest- 
ing experiment.’ 


” 


‘Foreigners’ stopped 
|}at the Belasco after 
|performances. It, too, failed to get 
the nod of the critics and, after the 
premiere, little coin showed at the 
boxoffice. 


same 


Call Equity 


Continued from page 47 


number of players at $40. Equity 
has a check on that because dupli- 
cates of contracts are filed there, but 
the percentage of the lowest paid 
people in proportion to the total en- 
gaged has not been computed lately. 
Stated by the average actor, how- 
ever, that most engagements are con- | 
tracted for more than $50 and that 
the move will benefit the less gifted, 
or new performer. 
Producers’ Angles 

Contended, too, that most of the 
$40 people are bit players, therefore 
not usually important in perform- 
ance. It is expected that producers, 
when considering plays calling for 
five or six bit parts, will delete two 
or three from the script, or suggest 
that to the author when revisions are 
made, 

General argument among propo- 
nents of the increase is that actors 
should get as much, if not more than 
That contention is 
viewed as somewhat fallacious, it be- 
ing pointed out that men in the crew 
have a fixed wage scale, while there 
is no limit to salaries which may be 
earned by actors. He may receive 
$40 this season, but it is possible that 
he may earn $500, or more, a season 
or so hence. 


FOREIGNERS 

Opened Dec. 5, Critics all 
stamped Frederick Lonsdale’s 
satirical comedy as an obvious 
error. Watts (Tribune) said it 
was ‘more earnest than effective.’ 
Whipple (World-Telezgram) de- 
clared, ‘I have grave doubts 
about its success.’ 


tion became known, there were some 
Equity'tes who figured that a small 
group had engineered the move, but 


the preponderance in favor dispelled 


that reckoning. Some still believe 
that Equity’s council system is out- 
moded. A quorum consists of seven, 
despite the size of the body. When 
the ‘Actors Forum’ was active a cou- 
ple of seasons azo, the militant mem- 
bers would watch for sessions when 
few councillors were present and 
were then able to jam through reso- 
lutions which may not have usually 
been adopted, since a mere majority 
vote is required. 

Since the basic pact with the 
managers will be changed for 1940- 
41, it will be necessary for Equity 
to serve notice of cancellation by 
March 1 next, since 90 days notice 
of discontinuance is required by 
either side. That would automatically 
take Equity out of the ticket code 
setup, but in the interim there may 
be developments to satisfy both 


When the lifted minimum resolu- 


sides. 


thor gets it all. 
other 


| up 
| 

| have cemented ties with the French 
| and English playwrights). 


| 
| 


| 


|rights of plays produced on Broad- 
| Way, Since In recent seasons this has 


| income. 


| quire managers to post bonds. 


for arbitration of his dispute with | 


'end shares in 


Holde has been adviser to Lew Brown, who produced ‘Yokel,’ since be- 
fore the show was produced and he passed on the booking contract when 
the Majestic was chosen for the show. He did not accept the company 
managership because of handling Norman Bel Geddes’ ‘Crystal Lassies’ at 
the World’s Fair. Spachner was given a portable radio by the ‘Yokel’ 
company. 

Katharine Hepburn suffered what her physician diagnosed as an ap- 
pendicitis attack last week. She didn’t miss any performances of ‘The 
Philadelphia Story,’ at the Shubert, N. Y.. but her understudy was in the 
wings during the Tuesday night (5) performance, ready to go on at a 
moment’s notice. Actress felt fully recovered next day, however, and has 
been all right since. 

‘Story’ will lay off after Saturday night (16), resuming Dec. 26. Most 
members of the cast will use the vacation for trips out of town and Miss 
Hepburn will go to her home in Hartford, Conn. 


William T. Blair, manager of the Playgoers, a local subscription group 
in Cleveland which patronizes legit attractions, was in New York last 
week to bolster bookings to the stand. The situation concerning relief 
measures appears to be distorted in most of the press accounts date-lined 
from there. Understood that the real difficulty consists of differences of 


Rac night | opinion between the mayor and the state administration. 
playing seven | 


Blair stated that employment in Cleveland is steadily increasing with 
an upturn in business, and that the amount of new building is also steadily 
going up. 


he was employed by Select. The 
e Shuberts assert that under the em- 
Shu berts-Gilbert ployment contract the play 1s 
theirs. The author sought arbitra- 

Continued from page 4 tion through the Dramatists Guild 


‘of the Authors League of America, 
which appointed one arbitrator, the 
manager another, both agreeing on a 
third. Justice Wasservogel decided 
that the Guild’s rules were ap- 
plicable in this case. 


been revealed as a juicy source of 
At present the managerial 
the stock richts for 
only three years, after which the au- 
Dramatists, on the a 
tighter restrictions on the importation 
of foreign plays (with the added pos- 
sibility that by the time the pact is 
for negotiation the Guild will 


not 


Another 
possible Guild objective would be a 
change requiring all authorship roy- | 
alties to be paid to the Guild and an 
extension of the Guild’s right to re- 


Gilbert’s Suit | 


N. Y. supreme court Justice Isidor 
Wasservogel has denied an applica- 
tion by Edwin Gilbert, playright, | 


Mgt.: LOL CLAYTON 


the Select Operating Corp. (Shu- 
berts). Gilbert was employed in No- 
vember of 1938 to July, 1939, by 
Select at $50 weekly to write liter- 
ary material. During the period of 
his employment he wrote a play 
titled ‘Soothe the Savage Beast.’ 


It is claimed by Gilbert that the 
play was written outside the time 


T 15 dramatic actors 
WANTED: and actresses, all 
types; living fa Chicago or vicinity; 
must have stage and radio experi- 
ence; only those of supertor ability 
need apply. Give full qualification- 
|} in letter, age, height, weight; alse 
| enclose photo; everything confiden 

tial. Box 122, Variety, 54 West Rao 
doliph St., Chicage, Ill. 


| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | | | | 
| | 
= | | 
| 
| 
| 
“ | 
- aii 
| 
| | 


orter, 
under 
When 
erican 
Virtu. 
tes of 


ats or 
1 Was 
"quity 
led to 
ap- 
anted 


‘rican 

may 
the 
‘ip in 


46th 
Sign. 
wyek 
show, 
Rito, 
road- 
than 


box 
Third 
irned 
$4.40 
‘hich 


st of 
his 


iday 


ters, 


eda 
York 


, got 
Her 
it to 
atch 
rald 
the 
And 
ock- 


Wednesday, December 13, 


1939 


LEGITIMATE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


(hi Believes in Santa; Me’ Hot 286 
In Finale; ‘Children’ 30th Wk., $12,000 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

Going into pre-Xmas finds only 
three houses operating, but with the 
coming of Christmas, the town will 
nave plenty of legit. 

The final week of ‘Leave It to Me’ 
wound up its three-week siay in the 
pig Auditorium with its best take 
last week. 

Also getting new life last week 
was the John Barrymore show, ‘My 
Dear Children, which climbed to an 
excellent gross. Will stick past the 
first of the year and will give way 
to another Aldrich and Myers show, 
‘Easy Virtue,’ skedded for the Sel- 
wyn Jan. &. ; 

‘Springtime for Henry’ slipped a 
little at the Erlanger, but came up 
with a satisfying take. Will play till 
Christmas at the Erlanger and then 
shift to the Grand for another fort- 
night stay. Switches to make room 
for George White’s ‘Scandals.’ 

‘Outward Bound’ slumped from its 
second week at the Harris. Will go 
one more session and then blow, 
with No. 2 company of ‘Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ arriving Christmas 
Day, being figured for a long run at 
the house. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Leave It te Me,’ Auditorium (3d- | 
final week) (4,000; $3.30). On finale | 
notice, shot upwards and finished 
last of three good weeks to bright 
$28,000. Ballet Russe arrives at 
house Dec. 26, staying till Jan. 4. 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (30th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Scampered up 
again last week and snagged bril- 
liant $12,000. Now set to close Chi 
run Jan. 6. 

‘Outward Bound,’ Harris (3d 
week) (1,000; $2.75). With aid of 
American Theatre Society subscrip- 
tions, held to okay $9,000 last week. 

Springtime for Henry,’ Erlanger 
(4th week) (1,400; $2.75). Edward 
Everett Horton revival has caught 
on and did neat $12,000 last week. 


PHILLY SLOW: ‘TONIGHT’ 
SCANT $9,000, BUT H.0. 


+ 


‘Hot Mikado’ Jives 
To $15,700 in Balto 


Baltimore, Dec. 12. 


In to good advance sale, ‘Three | 
| tional, Washington. 


After Three,’ at Ford's, is first book- 
ing here this year to attempt a $3.30 
top. 
at the same house, attracted a steady, 
profitable gross at $2.22. 

On the calendar is George Ab- 
bott’s pre-Broadway effort of Ayn 


| Eva Le Gallienne 


(Week of Dec. 11) 


‘Abe Lincoln in Hlinois’ (Raymond 
Massey)—Paramount, Toledo (11); 
| Hanna, Cleveland (12-16). 


| ‘Blessom Time’—Playhouse, Holly- 


Current Road Shows 


wood. 


, Colbourne - Jones (Repertory)— 

|En.press, Vancouver (11-14); Royal 

| Victoria, Victoria (15-16). 
(Repertory )— 

Civic Auditorium, Pasadena 

White, Fresno (13); City Auditorium, 


, Oakland (15); State, San Jose (16). 


‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill Robinson )—Na- 


‘I Married an Angel’ (Dennis King) 


Last week ‘The Hot Mikado,’ | Texas, San Antonio (11-12); Plaza, 


Fl Paso (14); Rialto, Tucson (15); 


| Orpheum, Phoenix (16). 
‘John Henry’—Erlanger’'s, 


Phila- 


Rand’s drama; ‘The Unconquered,’ , delphia. 


with Eugenie Leontovich heading the | 
| Pittsburgh. 


cast, slated for the Maryland Dec. 25, 
and ‘Outward Bound,’ due at Ford’s 
Jan. 1 as the third of six plays 
promised under the American Thea- 
tre Society-Theatre Guild subscrip- 
tion system 
year. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Hot Mikado,’ Ford's (1,900; $2.22). 
First musical to stop here in some 
time attracted satisfactory $15,700. 
Built to sellout late in the week. 


LUNTS SOCKO 


$20,000 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
are pulling heavy trade with their 
version of ‘The Taming of the 
Shrew’ at the Biltmore in limited 
two-week engagement. Run opened 
last week with a $5.50 premiere and 
virtual sellouts have 
performance to date. Manager Peter 
Ermatinger had to add 40 chairs in 
the orchestra to take care of the 
boiled-shirt contingent at the open- 
ing. 

Clifford C. Fischer's ‘Folies Bergere’ 
wound up at El Capitan, Hollywod, 


| Victor 
English, Indianapolis (11-13); Hart- 


inaugurated here this | 


marked each | 


Sunday (10) after six prosperous 
|; weeks, and heads for New York 
Philadelphia, Dec. 12. | where the Shuberts are to present it. | 
After two wecks of glowing leit Repeat of ‘Blossom Time’ 
biz, spurred by Thanksgiving and | yollywood Playhouse is profiting. 
the Army-Navy football game, Phila- | 
delphia lapsed last week and Estimates for Last Week 
even the one house didn’t do well. ‘Taming of the Shrew,’ Biltmore 
The final banning of ‘Mulatto,’ after} (ist week) (1,700; $3.50). Swank 
# court hearing, nixed what appeared | opening piled up around $3.300 and 
to be excellent chances for real coin | rest brought take to $20,000, big. One 
at the Walnut following all the pub-| more stanza to go. 
licity. | ‘Folies Bergere,’ E] Capitan, Holly- | 
The Forrest and the Erlanger were | wood (6th-final week) (1,560; $1.10). | 
both dark. which left only ‘Tonight| Extra day (10) added to final week | 


‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Nixon, 


‘Leave It to Me’ (William Gaxton, 
Moore, Sophie Tucker)— 


man, Columbus (14-16). 
‘Mamba’s Daughters’ 
, Waters )—Cass, Detroit. 
‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
| more)—Selwyn, Chicago. 
| ‘Ne Time for Comedy’ (Katharine 
, Cornell)—Davidson, Milwaukee (10- 
13); Parkway, Madison (14); Lyceum, 
Minneapolis (15-16). 
‘Outward Bound’ (Laurette Taylor, 
Florence Reed)—Harris, Chicago. 
| ‘Red Bumble Bee’ (Leo Carrillo)— 
Curran, San Francisco. 
‘Seandals’ (Willie 
‘How -rd)—Forrest, Philadelphia. 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (Charles Farrell) 


(Ethel 


!—-Technical Highschool, Kingston, 
Ont. (11); His Majesty’s, Montreal 


(12-16). 


(11); | 


and Eugene | 


DuBarry Seen New 


~ First 6 Times $25, 
Looks Up, While 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ which 
| opened at the 46th Street, last week, 
Broadway's new gross leader, ac- 
| cording to indications. It drew a 
| strong press generally and in the 
| first six performances takings were 
over $25,000. Estimated capacity of 
the house is $33,000. Demand for 
| tickets in the agencies and the long 
, boxoflice line point to big money. 
i\*Too Many Girls’ has been topping 
| the list, approaching $30,000. New 
,edition of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ which 


Bway 
000; New ‘Hellz 


Leaders Hold Pace 


quoted at $10,500 and figured to stay 
well into the winter. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(38th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Ex- 
pected to play through winter; 
somewhat affected by newer suc- 
cesses but with $17,500 grossed last 
week, still in big money. 

‘The Woman Brown,’ Biltmore (2d 
week) (D-991; $3.30). Opened Fri- 
day (8); drew heavy panning. 

‘The World We Make,’ Guild (4th 
week) (D-914; $3.30). Extra-space 


|; opened Monday (11), figures to be 
well up in the going. 
Except ‘DuBarry,’ premieres of the 


nance. ‘Swingin’ the Dream’ was 
taken off Saturday (9) after showing 
| less than two weeks at the Center. 
‘Foreigners’ was yanked from the 
| Belasco after seven times. ‘The 
| Woman Brown’ is rated having little 
' chance at the Biltmore. Repeat date 
of ‘Hamlet.’ however, shows life at 
the 44th Street. It topped $13 .000 its 
first week at $2.75 top and the ad- 
| vance indicates much better grosses 
| for the five-week engagement. 

The legits got few breaks from the 
dual Thanksgiving but business did 
|not decline as sharply as_ usual 
| Guring the first week of December. 
| The long stayers are mostly affected 
| but there is a gencrous number of 
| attractions getting important money 
and the leaders are not figured to 
drop materially. 

Top straight shows: 


‘Man Who! 


ads for drama, which has drawn 


| mildly to cate: around $8,000. 
¢ | “Time of Your Life,’ 
past two weeks unfolded little suste- | 


Booth (8th 
week) (CD-704; $3.30). Commands 
profitable attendance and likely to 
| play into the spring; rated around 


| $11,000. 
| ‘“Yobacce Road,’. Forrest (314th 
| week) (C-1.107; $1.65). Record-run 
;drama making slim profit in New 
| York but plenty on tour; Will Geer 
| replaced James D. Barton as lead on 
| Monday (11). 
| ‘Too Many Girls,’ Imperial (8th 
| week) (M-1,468: $4.40). Has been 
leading the list in gross; now has 
contender in Barry’; again 
quoted as approximating $30,000. 
‘Very Warm fer May,’ Alvinn (5th 
week) (M-1,355; $4.40). Started 
slowly but management confident of 
betterment; rated bit over $13,000; 
quite light for major musical. 
‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (24th week) 
(R-1,107; $3.30). Has been somewhat 
affected but still bettering even 


| ‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward | Came to Dinner,’ $19,500; ‘Life with break with last week’s takings esti- 


Everett Horton)-——Erlanger, Chicago. 
‘Taming of the Shrew’ (Alfred 


| Lunt, Fontanne)—Biltmore, 
| Los Angeles. 
| “Three After Three’ (Simone 


Simon, Mary Brian, Mitzi Green)— 
Ford's, Baltimore. 

‘Tobacco Road’ 
Plymouth, Boston. 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Orpheum, Marion, Ill. (11); Marlow, 
Herrin, Il. (12): Marlow. Murphys- 


boro, (13); Iinois, Centralia, | 


(14); Granada, Mt. Vernon, Ill. (15); 


at | Jacksonville, Il. (16). 


‘Tonight We Dance’ (Ruth Chatter- 


ton )—Locust, Philadelphia. 


‘When We Are Married’ (Alison 


Skipworth)—Wilbur, Boston. 


CRIX, MAYOR’S RAVES UP 


‘ABE’ TO $25,800 IN DET. 


(Slim Timblin)— 


| Father.’ $18.500: ‘Skylark. $18,000: 
| ‘Key Largo.’ $17.000; ‘Philadelphia 
| Story.’ $17.500: ‘Margin for Error,’ 
$15,000; ‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ 
(leaving after the holidays), $14.000; 
| ‘Little Foxes.’ $10.500; ‘Time of Your 
| Life,” $11.000: ‘Farm of Three 
| Echoes,’ $8.500, and ‘Morning’s At 
Seven,’ $8.000. 

No new shows this week. Next 
week: ‘Billy Draws a Horse.’ Play- 
house: ‘Once Upon a Time.’ Labor 
Stage, and ‘Steel,’ Provincetown 
Playhouse. 


_mated at around $17,000. 
ADDED 

‘Hamlet,’ 441) Street, full length 
version back for five-week repeat; 
started fairly well; $13,000 at $2.75 


| top. 
| ‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (106th 
| weck) (R-961; $1.65). Steadily 


| profitable; costs little to operate and 
|admission top is modest; should go 
|right along inio the spring; $7,000 
| and better. 

‘She Gave Him All She Had,’ Uncle 


We Dance.’ at the Locust, to repre: | 
sent legit. The show got tepid notices | 
with Ruth Chatterton, the star, get- | 
ting most of the favorable attention. | 
Up until mid-week, there was talk | 
of cutting engagement down to a | 
single week. but a last-minute de- | 
cision held it for its allotted second | 
week. 

Last night's newcomers were the! 
premiere of ‘John Henry,’ with Paul 
Robeson, at the Erlanger and George | 
White’s ‘Scandals,’ at the Forrest. | 
‘Scandals’ is in for two weeks with) 
& not-too-inspiring advance. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Tenight We Dance,’ Locust (1st! 
week) (1,500: $2.85). Notices so-so 
except for ster. and biz about the 


same. Scant $9,000. 


John Barton ‘Road’ Co. 
Strong $6,500, Memphis 


Memphis, Dec. 12. 

"Tobacco Rood’ company with John 
Barton grosscd sirong $6,500 for six 
performances in four days at local 
Orpheum, week. Same troupe 
played there Ixst year to less money, 
result of press criticism pointing to 
removal of naughty verbiage. 

With the works back this time, and 
the crix so saying, audience reaction 
at the b.o. had a proportional efiect. 


San Carlo Op 6G, N. H. 


New Haven, Dec. 12. 
San Carlo Opera troupe stopped off 
at the Shubert for four 
shows (8-10), doing four different 
Operas to good shelf biz but only 
tepid lower-floor response. Perform- 
ances drew high critical praise and 
Stand would probably have resulted 
in better gross had it not been for 
the usual pre-Xmas letdown. 
Estimate for Last Week 

San Carlo Opera Shubert 
11,600; $2.75). Four shows (‘Aida,’ 
Faust,’ ‘Traviata, ‘Trovatore’) gar- 
nered fair $6,000. 


‘Kiss Boys’ 9!/,G, Toronto 


‘ij Toronto, Dec. 12. 
a ISS the Boys Goodbye’ grossed 
— to $9,500, very satisfactory. at 
€ Royal Alexandra, 1,541-seater, 
here last week. 


Top was $2.50. 


weekend | 


for nifty $19,000. 

‘Blossom Time,’ Playhouse. Holly- 
wood (ist week) (1,130; $1.10). Re- 
peat of this operetta developing 
strength at boxoffice. First stanza 
of two weeks booking brought neat 
$2,000. 


ETHEL WATERS-MAMBA’ 


NIFTY $16,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. 
Ethel Waters’ ‘Mamba’s Daughters 
returned the Nixon to its winning 


|} habits last week after a disastrous 
|session with the Ruth Chatterton 
show, “Tonight We Dance.’ Broad- 


way hit got away to slow start but 
after rave reviews for star's per- 
formance hit the streets, biz picked 
up sharply. House had two of the 
biggest mats in some time, standees 
even extending to gallery. 

Nixon has ‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ 
icurrently, then darkens next week 
except for Mask and Wig Club (U. of 
Penn.) one-nighter. until Xmas 
night, when ‘Hot Mikado’ comes in. 
Set to follow are ‘White Plume, 
‘Three After Three.” ‘Mv Dear Chil- 
dren’ and “Tobacco Road’ for ‘steenth 


Detroit, Dec. 12. 

Dark for a week, Cass reopened 
here Dec. 4 with ‘Abe Lincoln in 
I}linois’ and did sellout business. 

With town only newly recovering 
from longest strike in automotive 
history, show could have done a big 
second week with Raymond Massey, 
but future commitments nixed extra 
stay. Even the baleony was gone 
days in advance of the opening. 

Funny sidelight on play came out 
in Detroit’s conservative mayor go- 
ing overboard for ‘Abe’ and recom- 
mending that everybody see the 
play, which includes Lincoln's ad- 
-vocacy of right to strike. 
| Scene IX). 
michtily. 


Press raves also helped 


‘Mamba’s Daughters’ opened at the | 


Cass last night (Monday). 
Estimate fer Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in’ Hilineis.” Cass 
(1,500: $3.30). Big $25.800 for eight 


performences, 


Pemberton Enlarging 


Kiss Boys’ Road Tour 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. 
Marry Klein, general manager for 
Brock Pemberton, here ahead of 


time. ter Week ‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ last week. said 

$0.75) Corki s $16 000 ‘ioe Ethe ;, keep Clare Boothe comedy on the 

Waters show, very big here for k tee 
straight drama and particularly Playe re few Key spots neithel 
company visited last year, 


colored show, 


| 


‘Steed’ Gallops To 
$12,500 in Capital 
Washington, Dec. 12. 
‘The White Steed,’ backed up by 
American Theatre Society subserib- 
ers, chalked up one its best 
stanzas of its post-Broadway tour 
last week at the Cap’s only legiter, 
but good notices and hefty bally on 


last season's best foreign-authored 
play, couldn't pull it into the really 
big coin. 

is ‘Hot Mikado.’ House 
goes dark next week and relights 
Christmas night with “The White 
Plume.’ 


Estimate for Last Week 


'$2.75). Approximately $12,500. 


it as New York critics selection as 


‘The White Steed,’ Nationa) (1,688: 


| touring 

he said ‘Boys’ might go to Chicago 

and try to get a run there at $1 top. 

No, 2 troupe was in Chicago for four 
months last season. 

For road dates in keys, ‘Boys’ is 

| getting $2 scale. Boston, Philadel- 


and Pittsburgh were the only | 


three big cities show didn't play 
year ago. Present company 
headed by Lucia Lull, as Cindy Lou. 


and has all but three members of | 


| the original Broadway cast. 
| Klein also said Pemberton may 
| hold up production of Paul Horgan’s 


i‘Death Mr. President’ until wave of | 


| LincolIniana, which will get a new 
by screen 
| Lincoln in Jilinois’ 
has subsided a bit. That probably 
'meons ‘Nutmeg Tree’ will be his 
'next show, depending upon Gladys 
ovailability 


(RKO) shortly, 


Georce s 


'Sam’s Music Hall. Cafe meller, 
burlesqued; hardly classes with legit 
presentations, 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th Street | 
(2d week) (M-1,375: $4.40). Looks |} 
like Broadway's new leader; over 


| $25,000 in first six times; figured to! ¢ 
pean this week and may better | Road Neat 106, Sticks 

| ‘Farm of Three Echoes,’ Cort Fer Run: Simone Show 

}a time, then perked and turned in! 

i close to $8,500 first full week; ap- | OK $17,000, Paces Hub 


(3d 


week) (CD-1,059; $3.30). Lagged for 
| pears to have moderate chances. | 


‘Foreigners,’ Belasco. Doubtful | 


Boston, Dec. 12. 


(Act IIL. | 


version of ‘Abe | 


seven performances. 


‘Hellzapoppin” Winter Garden 
(65th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). New 
| edition went on Monday (11) and 


fresh laughs ought to improve busi- 
| ness, which has been holding to fine 
| money; last week $24,000. 


‘Key Largo,’ Barrymore (3d week) 
(D-1,096; $3.30). Lower-priced tickets 
|sold out into February, indicating 
| that winter stay is likely; rated at 
$17,000 last week, plenty okay. 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ Beck (9th 
week) (C-1.214; $3.30). Slated for 
road in January; business still profit- 
able though eased off in past four 
weeks; $14,000 estimated. 

‘Life with Father,’ Empire 
week) (C-1,096; $3.30). Vies with 
best of new comedies and only house 
limits weekly takings from 


| size 


equaling gross of any straight show; | 


$18.500: claims advance sale over 
$83,000; average mail orders quoted 
at 483 daily. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (9th week) (C-1.012: $3.30). Sock 


‘laugh show is the straight play' 
leader with around $19,500: Chieccvo 
company, being readied, opens in 


Buffalo next week 

‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth (7th 
weck ) (D-1.036; $3.50). Definite 
staver: appeal is not limited 19 sects 
and anti-Nazi laush meller is 
flourishing; approached $15.000; ex- 
ecllient in pre-Xmas offish going. 

‘Morninege’s At Seven,’ Longacre (2d 
week) (C-1.019; $3.30). Another 
new laugh show that should make 
the grade: helped by Theatre Guild 


subscription; over $8,000 last weck. | 


okay. 

‘See My Lawyer,’ Adelphi (12th 
week) (C-1.434: $1.10). 
| from the Biltmore, and with top re- 


may stay through winter. 

‘Skylark,’ Morosco (9th week) 
(C-961: $3.30). Few shows sold out 
all performances Jast week: but this 
hit drew cvlendid tekings not far 
from $18,000. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (26th 
week) (R-1.116; $4.40). Has been 
easing off along with most run at- 


tractions but still turning an _ op- 
erating profit: $19,000. 
| ‘Swingin’ the Dream,’ Center. 


Taken off Saturday (9); played week 
and four davs: first full week, around 
$12.000. resulted in decision to close 

‘The Little Foxes,’ National (44th 
week) (D-1.163: $3.30). Not off as 
imuch as most others last weck: 


press; taken off Saturday (9) after! 


(6th | 


Moved here! 


duced, got around $6,000, profitable; | 


‘Tobacco Road,’ originally booked 
for two weeks, will stay indefinitely, 
moving over from the Plymouth to 
the Majestie Christmas Night. ‘Three 
Atter Three’ shaped up as a better 
possibility during its second and 


final stanza here last week. Bob 
Alton has been called in to insert 
some new dance rouiines and the 


| chorus is being augmented in Balti- 
more this week. 

‘When We Are Married’ got cool 
| press and a pallid gross on its ini- 
tial week here. 

Christmas Night will see three 
| Hub openings: “Tonight We Dance’, 
with Ruth Chatterton: ‘Strawhat Re- 
| vue’ (revised), with Phil Baker, and 


‘Mamba’'s’ Daughters’, with ithel 
|; Waters. ‘Young Man with a Horn’ 
lis penciled in for Jan. 22 opening at 
the Colonial. 

Estimates for Last Week 

| ‘Three After Three’, Shubert (2d- 
final week) (1.590; $3.30)—Improved 
sound equipment gives Simone Si- 
mon a chance to project, and re- 
visions mzke this musical look much 


beiter than on opening night. Final 
wech’s 17.000 encouraging. 
‘Tobacco Road’, Plymouth (3d 


; week) (1.480; $1.65)—On a small nut 


this one looks like a winner. Word- 
of-mouth comment on Slim Timblin, 
feaiurcd, is one reason, and the 
povular-priced seale is another. 
Moves over to the Majestic Dee. 25, 
probably at $1.10 top. Third weck 


dandy $10,000. best relative biz in 
town. This is the second touring 
company of ‘Road,’ the other fea- 


turing John Barton. 

‘When We Are Married’, Wilbur 
(Ist week) (1,227: $2.75—Attracting 
thin patronaze after poor reception 


by the reviewers. Cast changes 
lrumoved. Around $5,000 for initial 
stanza. 


‘COMEDY’ GREAT 346 
6 MIDWEST STANDS 


| Davenport, Ia., Dec. 12. 

Last weck’s one nighters through 
the midwest for ‘No Time for 
Comedy,’ starring Katharine Cornell 
and featuring Francis Lederer, drew 
a smash $34,600. Show wound up at 
the Orpheum here Saturday (9). 

Other snots pleyed were Tulsa, 
Wichita. Kansas City, Omeha 
Moines. 
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New Daily's Plans Delayed 
That the projected new tad for 
New York, reputedly to be called 
P, M., will not be realized for some 
time is indicated in the action ot 
Edward Stanley, principal figure in 
the enterprise, in taking charge of | 
the Washington, D. C., headquarters 
of the presidential campaign of Paul | 
V. McNutt. Stanley will handle all 
publicity for the candidate from the: 
national capital. 

Announced recently by Stanley 
that he was taking a leave of absence 
from the organization set up to work 
out plans for the proposed paper 
since he’s not needed for the time 
being. Understood that the contem- 
plated paper is not yet in desirable 
shape, and lack of sufficient financ- 
ing as yet is also reported. 

Quarters in which the planned pa- 
per is being mulled are still being 
maintained in the Time building, | 
with no reduction in personnel. | 


New Type of Tab 
A number of former members of | 
the editorial staff of Time mag are | 


lithography, to be published in 
Hartford, Conn., shortly after the 
start of the new year. It’s to be 
known as the Hartford Newsdaily, 
and is to sell for a nickel. 
Sponsors of daily are Bice Clemow, 


Associated Press, who will 
editor; Arthur G. Newmyer, 
Francis G. Smith, Jr.; Jonathan 
bourn; Clarence Grand Taylor, 
Ellsworth Grant. 

Content of the publication will be 
about evenly divided between read- 
ing and pictorial matter, with all 
news to be rewritten and depart- 
mentalized. 


Kil- 
and 


Whattaman Simenon 

With the acquisition by Harcourt, 
Brace of the U. S. publication rights 
to the works of the French scribbler, 
Georges Simenon, American read- 
ers will finally get a glimpse of the 
writings of perhaps the most pro- 
lific author since Edgar Wallace. 

Illustrative of Simenon’s 
output, Harcourt has 
25 of the Frenchman’s novels for the 
time being. Because of the 20 or 
s0 pseudonyms used by Simenon, it’s 
Teally not known just how many 
novels he’s written. Some estimates 
place it at nearly 300, and he’s still 
turning them out as fast as ever 


merely taken 


of 
late 


Harcourt plans to publish 
them to a volume. Like 
Edgar Wallace, Simenon 
known for his whodunits. 


two 
the 
is 


He has, 


et 


ous books, too. 


és Lee Mortimer’s Job 

: Lee Mortimer, for seven years do- 
fing but one story for the N. Y. Sun- 
day Mirror, is being put to work by 
that tab. He’s been designated as 
second-string film critic under Bland 
dohanneson, third-string drama 
critic under Walter Winchell and 
Bob Coleman, and first-string vaude 
eritic. 

Besides these chores, and also plus 
his Sunday Mirror stint, Mortimer 
fs also covering the Broadway beat 
for the Mirror’s city desk. 


Heap Big Wampum Claim 
Application to dismiss a $100,000 


the News. 
Damages of $100,000 are sought by 


serted he was not an Indian. 


Broun Plans to Keep Nutmeg 
Heywood Broun has no intention 
of giving up his Broun’s Nutmeg 
when he takes his column from the 
N. Y. World Telegram to the N. Y. 
Post. As a means of raising addi- 
tional funds, he utilized his 5lst 
birthday as the occasion for an ex- 
hibition and sale of his paintings in 
Stamford, Conn., the proceeds to go 
into the Nutmeg’s treasury. 
Reported that some $300 was real- 
j ized. Paintings went mostly to mem- 
f bers of the literary colony in and 
about Stamford, where Broun lives 
and where the Nutmeg is published. 


ony Storm’s New Post 
gee? Fred Storm, one-time Washington 
correspondent for United Press and 


recently resigned from publicity di- 
ee rectorship of Samuel Goldwyn Pic- 
ee tures, has been named ‘to the post of 


special assistant to Ralph Strassbur- 
ger, publisher of the Norristown 
(Pa.) Times-Herald 


planning a new type of newspaper, | 
in tab siz and produced in offset | 


formerly press editor of Time, and, 
also a former picture editor of the | 
be | 


| 


i published in New York. Pe- 


best 


however,. written a number of seri- | 


libel action in th. N. Y. supreme 
court reveals an action by Robert 
Redwing against the N. Y. Daily 
, News. The Indian, who is known in | 
N. Y. for his efforts to produce shorts 
based on American Indian life, 
charges libel in the Oct. 7 issue of 


the Chief, who claims the News as- | 


| holder in the Philly Record and | 


other Pennsy papers. 

Storm's stipend is said to be con- 
siderably over the coin he drew from 
Goldwyn and, in addition, he was 
given an outright gift of stock im the 
publications for signing a 10-year 
contract. 


Dr. 


Filmer’s Short Stories 


His second book of short stories 


‘has just been published by Lewis | 


Howard, who recently his 
sereen debut in Universal's ‘First 
Love.’ Volume is tabbed ‘Portraits’ 
and, like its predecessor, ‘Tales and 
Sketches,’ was privately published 
for the player by his father, wealthy | 
New York attorney. 

Howard has been slated into new 
Deanna Durbin at U, and left for 
the Coast last Wednesday (7) after 
several weeks east. 


Acquires 2d Sheet 

Lincoln O’Brien, exec editor of the 
Boston Evening Transcript before its 
financial reorganization some months 
ago, at the same time directing the 
Athol (Mass.) Daily News, which he 
'owns, has acquired another paper, 
ithe Claremont (N. H.) Daily Eagle. 
| O'Brien will make his home in the 
Hampshire city, in active 


|charge of his new publishing prop- | 
He continues to retain posses- 


erty. 
‘sion of the Athol paper. 


No Conjunctions 
_ ‘Forgive Us Our Trespasses,’ novel 
/ by Lloyd C. Douglas, takes a vigor- 
|ous rap at newspaper syndicates. 


It’s said to be due to the author's | 
| bitter experience with a syndicate in 


| connection with an earlier novel. 
|now being offered by King Features 
| for newspaper serialization. 


NEW PERIODICALS 
Film Survey, arty monthly mag on 


;}and production 
for 10c. 
| Everyone’s Magazine, monthly pe- 


items. Will sell 


| riodical of fiction, fact, poetry, gags, | ‘Cookeh’s Wife,’ to MacMillan for | vrs. Kovacs 
huge |ete., is now in the making, with its | spring publication, 


| initial issue to appear early in the 
;new year. John Meyers is editor, 
and publication offices are in New 
York. 

Inspiration, monthly mag to con- 
tain general fiction and articles, 
which National Publications. will 
| bring out in February. Pub will be 


prints. H. B. Lieberman editing. 


LITERATI OBITS 
Martin Green, 69, one of the best 
known of New York newspapermen, 
| died Dec. 8 after a long illness which 
had kept him away from his desk on 


the N. Y. Sun for nearly a year. A| 


N. Y. newspaperman for 43 vears, 
| Green gained his reputation on the 
old Evening World to which the late 
Charles Chapin, its noted city editor, 
| had lured him from the then Morn- 
| ing Journal. Green was with the 
| World for 31 years, or until that 
|the Sun. Prior to coming to N. Y., 
he worked on the old St. Louis Re- 
public. 

Jaromir R. Psenka, 65, editor-in- 
| chief of Svornost, Chicago Czech- 
language daily paper, died Nov. 29 in 
that city following an operation. 
Author of many Czech books and 


_38 years ago. Survived by his 
| widow, daughter of the late August 
Geringer, who founded the paper. 
Jack Joseph, 62, one of the earliest 
| trade paper publishers on the Coast, 
| died Nov. 29, in Hollywood. Sur- 
| Viving is his widow. 

| George W. Rehse, 70, retired news- 
| paper cartcenist, committed suicide 
Dec. 2 in Burbank, Cal., because of 
ill health. He was political cartoon- 
ist on the old N. Y. Evening Mail, 
and later worked as a cartoonist on 
| the old N. Y. Morning World. 

| Benjamin Wallace Douglass, 57, 
| who turned from physician to author 
| with much success, died Dec. 6 at his 
| home near Morgantown, Ind. 

| EE. Munsey Slack, 61, prez of the 
| Bristol Publishing Corp., publisher 
'of the Bristol (Va.-Tenn.) Herald 
Courier and Bristol News Bulletin, 
died Dec. 7 in Abingdon, Va. 

| William Peterfield Trent, 77, au- 
; thor and editor of many biogs, lit- 
'erary studies and criticisms, died 
| Dec. 7 in Hopewell, N. J. 

| William M. Herschell, 66, on the 
editorial staff of the Indianapolis 
News for 37 years, died at his home 
| in that city Dec. 2 after a long ill- 
ness. He specialized in verses, and 
his ‘Songs of the Streets and By- 
| Ways’ was a Saturday feature of the 
News. Four books of his poems 
were published. 

' Mrs. Anna Riechman Bosse, 
|publisher of the Evansville 


66, 
(Ind) 


Story which contains the rap is | 


| riodical is to carry interpretative ar- | 


| ticles on films, together with reviews |_ Gavin Holt, whose ‘The Theme Is | 


| paper folded, whereupon he went to | 


plays, he joined Svornost as editor | 


directed publication of the paper, 


| 


|morning daily, for the past 17 years, | 


| since the death of her husband, Ben- 


jamin Bosse. 


George B. Bayne, who founded the | 


|Tulsa (Okla.) World, died Dec. 6 in 


Clinton, Ill. Bayne, who established | 


the paper in 1905, sold it in 1913. 
Lawrence Mason, 57, 
and musie crick of the Toronto Globe 
and Mail, died Dec. 9 in that city. A 
brother of Julian S. Mason, former 
editor-in-chief of the N. Y. Post, Dr. 
Mason joined the Globe and Mait in 


1924. He also wrote on various 
phases of English literature, and 
edited ‘Julius Caesar’ and ‘Othello’ 


for the Yale Shakespeare Series. 
Fritz John Frank, 68, exec v.p. of 
the Chilton Co., mag publishers, died 
Dec. 8 in Mount Kisco, N. Y. He was 
‘also a director of the Robbins Pub- 
\lishing Co., Business Publishers 
International Corp., and Distribution 

and Warehousing Publications. 
George Gerhard, 49, the N. Y. 
| Evening World's last film critic, who 
| subsequently was a member of the 
publicity departments of United 
| Artists, Radio City Music Hall and 
RKO, died at his home in Cos Cob, 
|Conn., Dee. 8. Surviving his 
' widow, Inez Sebastian, short story 
writer and novelist, who under the 


syndicated radio and film column. 


| 
CHATTER 


drama 


sday, December 13, 1939 


Continued 


A Window In London 


debits are on the technical and pro- 
duction end. Sharper editing would 
eliminate sporadic pacing and restore 
much of story's power lost in the 
script. Should entertain both here 


'and in the U. S. 


| passe 
temperament. 


Story deals with a girl-wife, Pa- 
tricia Roc, working nights to help 
the purse, a disillusioning routine for 
spouse Michael Redgrave. Apparent 
stabbing act seen from a_ balcony 
window crashes him in on Paul 
Lukas and his young 
Sally Gray, but pair were only re- 
hearsing former's illusion act, now 
through his insane jealousy 
Then follows a 
series of events that includes the 
growing attachment between 


latter and Lukas in which latter 
seemingly plunges to death from the 
bridge and Redgrave faced with a 
gay wife who has now secured a day 


|job to clinch their marital bliss. Sav- 


pseudonym of Virgina Vale, writes a. 


| Roc 


The Corliss Lamonts have a new. 


daughter. 
| Peter B. Kyne over his long illness, 
scribbling again. 
Educational Book Co. formed by 
John J. Crawley in N. Y. 
Dorothy Hurst named publisher of 
Congratulations Magazine. 
| Everywoman’s Magazine to sell for 
| 3c, makes initial appearance Jan, 5 
| 


a. 


Jerome Beatty doing a book from 
data he collected on his round-the- 
world tour. 


| Murder’ is just out, is really tagged 
| Charles Rodda. 
| Joy Davidson sold her first nove 


Jack Lait, N. Y. Mirror editor, on 
| the Coast until the Rose Bowl game, 
which he will cover. 

Donald R. Brann has joined the 
Fawcett mags. He was formerly 


| with the N. Y. World-Telegram. 


Julian Green off for Italy, to 


| 


To get the Simenon novels before | pocket-sized, but is not to use re- | Christmas with a sister in Genoa. 
the public within reasonable periods, | 


| Goes to France after the holidays. 

| Dave Camerer, of the N. Y. World- 
Telegram sports staff, has a bride, 

ithe former Muriel Hastings Barnard. 

| Elaine Keiffer, of the editorial 


|staff of Life, wed to Mortimer 
| Howell Cobb, associated editor of 
| Cue. 


Ben Lucien Burman has had a 
| light on the Mississippi named for 
{him. His scribblings are mostly 
about the river. 


Whit Burnett and Martha Foley 


| changing publishers for their Story | 


| Press 


| 


Books, going from Harper's to 
J. B. Lippincott. 

John Martin, the N. Y. Times 
| dance editor, has had a new book on 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| direction 


'on the popular career plot. 


ing of Lukas by river police how-' 


ever, averts tragic denouement and 
takes up again with his wife, with a 
new slant on things. 

Lukas’ playing is compelling. Miss 
and Gray are adequate along 
with Redgrave. Smaller parts and 
are satisfactory. George 
Carney makes much of a couple of 
small scenes and Kimberly and Page, 
American vaude team, project their 
amusing talent in a brief music hall 
scene. Production is excellent. Jolo. 


A Miniszter Baratja 
(The Minister's Friend’) 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 

Budapest, Nov. 26. 


Tbus% production and = release Directed 
by Victor Banky. Screenplay, Banky and 
Istvan Bekeffi; music, Michael Eisemann; 
camera, Istvan RBiben. At Atrium, City 
and Urania theatres, Budapest. Running | 
time, 95 MINS, 

Mr. Kopeczi-Booez 

sans Margit Vago 


zy 


Ibusz, one of the largest film im- | 
porters, has made an excellent pro-' 


duction start with ‘Minister’s Friend.’ 
Victor Banky has directed it smartly 
and photography is good. 

Story has an amusing ironic slant 
John, 
unable to get a job on the strength 


|of his university degree in chemistry, 


| goes, 


keeps it secret so as to get employ- | 


ment as a clerk in a drugstore be- 
longing to a chemical firm. 


despair when he finds a ticket to a 
ritzy social function 
of a dress suit he’s borrowed. 

is accidentally snapped by 


He 
a 


|press photographer with the Minister 


| his 


of Commerce’s arm apparently round 
shoulders and makes 


minister's friend.’ 
All doors are open to him, he 
saves the firm from ruin and on the 


|minister’s recommendation he’s pro- 


moted to managership. 


| he marries the girl who was at the 


\the art, ‘Introduction to the Dance,’ | 


| published by Norton, 
Horace W. Stokes is the new prez 
|of the book-publishing house bear- 


jing his name, succeeding the late | 
| Frederick A. Stokes. 

New Brooklyn (N. Y.) tab, the | 
Daily Express, which was to have 


made its bow last week, delayed due | 


| to mechanical facilities. 


New finances have been acquired | 


by William Kozlenko, and he’s re- 
|suming publication of his One-Act 
Play Magazine in N. Y. 

Leon B. Bloch is the new editor of 
Living Age Magazine. Ruth Norden, 
Lucy Cores and Lamar Middleton 
continue as associate eds. 

Nunnally Johnson back 
| York after more than a six-year 
Stretch in Hollywood. He's scrib- 
| bling for the slicks again. 

Doubleday has commissioned 
ving Kolodin, associate music criek 
of the N. Y. Sun, to do a volume as 
a guide to recorded music. 
| C. V. R. Thompson, the British 
| n€wspaper correspondent and book 

writer, 

how he lost his English accent. 

| Dryden Press is a new book- 
| publishing house in N. Y., headed 
iby C. K. Dryden Herbst, Stanley 

Burnshaw and Donald Ambler. 
Charles Francis ‘Socker’ Coe, who 
| foreswore scribbling for the prac- 

tice of law, has done a book, ‘Law 

and the Profits,’ which appears soon. 

Gannett Co., Inc., operator of the 
Rochester (N. Y.) Democrat & 
| Chronicle and Times-Union, again 
will distribute a 10% wage dividend 
| from 1939 profits. Amount for five- 
year employes was in excess of two 
weeks salary last year and '39 profits 


and heavy stock- Courier, died Dec. 6 in that city. She are reportedly higher. 


in New | 


\mkino release of Klev Film production 
| Features E. Samoilov. Directed by Alex- 
ander Dovzhenko. Story bv Dovzhenko; 
music by A. Kabalevsky: musical backe 
ground by Ukrainian State Symphony or- 
chestra; camera, Y. Ekelchik At Cameo, | 
| N. ¥., week Nov. 20, '39. Running time, 
9? MINS, 


Ir- | 


same party also on false pretenses, | 


with the minister himself proposing 

the toast at the wedding dinner. 
Cast is fairly good, although one 

grows tired of seeing Antal Pager 


making a career for himself so fre- 
quently in pix. Julia Komar is 
charming as the little manicurist 


who poses as a baroness. 


Jacobi. 


SHORS 


(With Music) 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


(In Russian; with English Titles) 
The Soviets are fighting another 


revolution in ‘Shors, Red Comman- 


telling assembled audiences | 


der of the Ukraine,’ 
from 
ander 


this import 
Russia being director Alex- 
Dovzhenko’s conception of 


Ukraine’s struggle for freedom in| 


1917-19. But somehow the historical 


developments, especially the refer- 
ence to Polish landed gentry, the 
brutal capitalists and 


ditors as former Soviet epics did at 
this house. 

This perhaps is attributable to the 
changed setup in Europe during the 
present conflict, with the Russian 
forces invading Poland and siding 
with Nazi Germany. 


it grips one’s interest more 


wife-partner, | 


Miss | 
Gray and Redgrave, a fight between | 


He's on | 
ithe point of being sacked and is in, 


in the pocket | 


a giddy | 
/career on the strength of being ‘the 


Of course, | 


reference to) 
German troops, doesn’t sway the au- | 


| Guitry’s ex, has a long road to t 
i Because the; before she can rate. 
production has been put together|at dramatics are at times 
with considerable skill and possesses! Brasseur and Tramel turn 
several strong acting contributions, ! lent jobs. i 
than | 


Film Reviews 


from page ll 


numerous previous Russo vehicles. 

Film stacks up as suitable for houseg 

where they still go for Soviet screen 

product. Changed sentiment towardg 

Russia is the chief hindrance to box. 
| office even in such theatres. 

Ukraine's struggle for national 
freedom in the bitter civil war start. 
,ing in 1917 many times previously 
| has supplied motivation for Soviet 
film productions. Dovzhenko, re. 
sponsible for other Russian screen 
successes, makes a moving melo- 
drama of the self-same background 
/and events. As with so many for. 
;eign pictures, the producer never 
knows where to end his subject, 
Resulting final two reels here con- 
sequently mar distinguished earlier 
work. 

There such propagandistie 
lines as ‘show your bravery and class 
| hatred’; ‘love the revolution with 
| your life’; and a particularly bitter 
|} scene where a revolutionary com- 
| mander curses the wealthy residents 
| of Kiev. He shouts his demands for 
| money, for food and clothes while 
aiming a machine gun at the as- 
sembled plutocrats in a_ theatre, 
Revolutionary chief describes the 
rich audience as ‘villains.’ 

FE. Samoilov, as Nikolai Shors, the 
Red commander, offers a vigorous, 
workmanlike portrayal despite some 
|absurd episodes. I. Skuratov, cast 
as the comical peasant-soldier leader 
who becomes a brigadier, also is ex- 
cellent. He is particularly effective 
in his interpretation of the likeable 
warrior who suddenly is_ grief- 
stricken on learning his wife has 
been shot as a spy. Remaining cast 
is considerably above standard. 

Musical score by A. Kahalevsky 
and music supplied by the Ukrainian 
Symphony provides considerable lift 
to the production, helping over some 
implausible battle scenes. Camera- 
ing by Y. Ekelchik also is a high- 
light. Wear 


DERNIERE JEUNESSE 


(‘Second Childhood’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Paris, Nov. 26 
| Disetna release of Tumen preduction 
| Stars Ratmu; features Jacqueline Delubac 
Pierre Brasseur, Tramel. Directed by Jef 
Musso Scenario and dialog, O'l 
herty from his novel, ‘Mr. Cilhoote Ve 
luced in CineCitta, Rome At the Clymple 
| Paris Running time, 85 MINS, 
| Liam O'Flaherty’s novel, ‘Mr. Gil- 


hooley,” has given birth to a strange 
film, which is saved from being a 
total flop by another of Raimu’s ex- 
cellent performances. Despite the 
star’s heroic work, the pic can be 
catalogued as a B production at best 
and is doomed to early failure »e- 
cause the tragic story is at odds 
with the type of films French audi- 
ences are demanding since the out- 


break of the war. Chances abroad 
are nil. 
Raimu, as a _ middle-aged ex- 


colonial, well-off but bored and lone- 


some, falls in love with young 
Jacqueline Delubac, whose lover has 
just scampered off to Canada with 
another wench. He takes her ia 


When he finds her cold, hungry and 
homeless. Warned by Tramel, a 
down in the heel artist, who reveals 
| that he was fleeced during a similac 
experience, Raimu, nevertheless, de- 
| cides to go ahead and have his fiing 
He calls it his second, or last, child- 
hood. 


Grateful at first, Miss Delubac 


cannot eventually restrain her true, 


| cruel, wanton-like character from 
| revealing itself, and she takes up 
| with Pierre Brasseur, a panderet 
who hangs around Raimu for his 
| money. After long and miserable 
suffering, Raimu trounces Brasseur 
and chokes Miss Delubac to death 


during a rage produced by an old 


sickness contracted in the colonies. 
| He then suicides. 
The story is banal and _ oft-re- 


peated, bearing striking resemblance 
|}to many other French picts of re- 
cent vintage. Raimu’s violence 
| brought on by colonial sickness '% 
closely related to Jean Gabin’s mo- 
ments of hereditary paroxysm if 
‘La Bete Humaine.’ Both stories 
flow on to similarly tragic finales. 
Like other French picts adapted 
from foreign novels and transposed 
against a native background, it bears 
little resemblance to the original 
tale. O'’Flaherty’s novel is an alco- 
holic whole placed in a misty Dub- 
| lin setting while ‘Derniere Jeunesse 
is merely a French adventure wit! 
a Rouen background. The result 
an unconvincing production with 
long, irritable lapses. ; 
Raimu is admirably fitted for his 
role although he has turned in fat 
better performances. If he hasnt 
done better, the fault is not his. The 
| first half of the pic tends towards 
/comedy, the second half to tragedy, 
with the star equally at home 1" 
both parts. Miss Delubac, Sashe 
ro 
Her attempts 
pitiable. 
in exce! 
average 
Ravo 
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VARIETY 


Broadway 


Ben Piazza in town. 

Ramon (and Renita) laid up with 
double-pneumonia. 

Frank Gillmore now living in sub- 
urban Long Island. 

John McCarron resting 
after serious operation. 

Lucy Finkel, sister-in-law of Paul 
Muni, to be a radio talent agent. 

Add repatriates: Sammy Ledner, 
stage manager of ‘DuBarry Was a 
Lady.’ 

T. X. Jones, theatre accounting ex- 


at home 


ecutive for Paramount, back from 
Chicago. 
Arthur Willi, RKO talent-trailer, 


to Boston last week in the everlast- 
ing search. 

Charlie Burton, Par 
construction exec, going into Ohio on 


any biz. 
“Rey Browning of Mullin & 
Pinanski chain in Boston in New 
York a few days. 
Si Seadler kiddingly asked for 
milk at a cocktail party and was 


shocked to get just that. 

Bob Weitman has installed a loud- 
speaker in his office so he can listen 
to the stage shows from there. 

In recognition of his six years’ 
service over foreign sales, RKO gave 
Phil Reisman a v.p. title last week. 

All the boys got a terrific kick out 
of Boris Morros on the Hobby Lobby 
program when those Rasputin beads 
came up again. 

Music Hall threw cocktail party 
Monday (11) for Ilona Massey, star 
of ‘Balalaika,’ which opens there to- 
morrow (Thurs. ). 

Larry Cowen of the Si Fabian 
chain in Albany in for a quickie to 
see his folks at Woodmere, L. L, his 
father having been ill lately. 

Hazel O'Connor, Universal re- 
ceptionist, got a handbag as a pres- 
ent from director Henry Koster 
when he pulled out after his recent 
stay east. 

Board of directors of Society of 
Motion Picture Engineers has select- 
ed Atlantic City for org’s semi-an- 


nual convention in Chalfonte-Had- 
don Hall, April 22-26. 


Walter Abel, who's been in New 
York for several months trying to 
find a legit script, will return to the 
Coast in time for the holidays and 


probably do at least one picture 
there. 
‘Scandals’ company made a back- 


stage round-robin cash contribution 
and sent it over, via Ella Logan, to 
the Actors’ Kitchen and Lounge of 
Union Methodist Church, with their 
Xmas greetings. 

The Xmas luncheon planned for 
emploves of Loew-Metro home 
offices and exchange Dec. 22 at the 


malntenance- 


Cabin Club. 


| 
| 
Astor hotel has been postponed be- | 


tions likewise operate 
New Zealand centres. 

Sir Ben Fuller dickering 
Comedy Harmonists for season in 
New Zealand. Musical combo has 
| been highly successful or the Aus- 
itralian Broadcasting 
‘and will domicile here. 


in the ace 


with 


Paris 


By Joe Ravotto 

Gilbert Miller 
London. 

Actor Charles Vanel married, with 
Jean Murat a witness. 

Racing season begins Dec. 31, with 
| trotting races at Vincennes. 
| Paderewski may soon be made an 
| honorary citizen of France. 

Sacha Guitry admits that despite 
‘the war he’s still ogling Hollywood. 
| Director Jacques Constant and 
;actress Mary Glory posted marriage 
| anns. 

| ‘Wuthering Heights’ in its ninth 
| straight month in Champs Elysees de 
luxers. 

Marcel L’Herbier directing ‘La 
|Comedie du Bonheur’ (The Comedy 
of Happiness’). 

Victor Boucher back on his feet 
after suffering from sudden illness 
on Madeleine stage. 

Oscar Strauss revealed that his 
‘Three Waltzes’ may be given .in 
London. recently became a 
French citizen. 

Cinemonde, pic weekly, still cam- 
paigning for purging of all foreign 


to and back from 


elements, especially refugees, from 
French cinema. 
Jacques Bousquet, 56, dramatist 


who collaborated with Rip in writing 
many successful local revues and 
comedies, died after long illness. 

‘L’Homme Qui Cherche La Verite’ 
(The Man Who Seeks the Truth’) to 
be started Dec. 20 with Maimu and 
Jacqueline Delubac heading cast. 

Henry Lepage has completed four 
| scenarios: ‘Abri, 29 Places’ (Shelter, 
29 Places’), ‘Quelque Part sur Le 
Front, ‘Auto-Shop’ and ‘Radio- 
France.’ 

‘Bifur Trois,’ by Maurice Cam with 
'Annie Vernay, Conchita Montenegro 
land Aimos, in cast, which was inter- 
| rupted by the war, will resume 
shortly. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 
Paul Burton breaking in new orch 


Michael Michalesko’s Yiddish stock 
company touring Ohio hamlets and 
doubling in Manhattan weekends. 


Dorothy Stone - Charles Collin 


cause many had made other plans | gance team opens tonight (Wednes- 


for that afternoon. 

Walter Winchell was noticeably 
absent Monday (11) night at 
opening of second edition of ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ at the Winter Garden. He 
was largely credited for plugging the 
show into a hit. 

Average nitery scale for New 
Year's is $7.50 a head including 
supper, favors, etc., liquor extra. Top 
is the snooty Monte Carlo’s $40 a 
couple; other class joints content 
with $25 and $30 a couple. 

RKO theatre managers beefsteaked 
at the Astor Monday night (11), their 
wives being guested by the circuit 
to any legit show they chose. Later 
all joined for an after-theatre party 
at the Diamond Horseshoe. 


the | 


| day) at Statler Terrace Room for the | 


holidays. 

Bedford Glens, a roller rink 38 
years ago, being turned into one 
again by Evan Day, with dances two 
days per week. 


{ Dorothy Paxton too busy acting at 


| Play House to see performance of 

|her own new play, ‘Better Fo’ to 
Sing,’ being presented locally by the 
Gilpin Negro troupe. 


Equity-4A’s 


Continued from page 1 


'man of the investigating body he 


Commission 


L d | graphical picture, now being shot. 
on on | Semmelweis a Hungarian 
;doctor. Theodore Uray acts the 
: | title part. 
Gabriel Pascal to Devonshire for Shortly to be released: ‘Deadly 

, Vacation, | Spring,” screen adaptation of Lajos 
Stars under contract to entertain  Zilahy’s novel, produced by himself, 


and ‘Groceries and _ Delicatessen,’ 
picture version of Kalman Csatho’s 
stage play. 


St. Louis 


, troops receive $25 per week. 
| Will Fyffe arranging to go to 
| France to entertain the soldiers de- 
; spite film offers. 

It had to come. The first jitterbug 
; contest was held in London Nov. 20 
at Paramount's dancehall. 


Terence Rattigan, author of ‘French By Sam X. Hurst 
Without Tears,’ is a decoder of mes- (ans 
sages at the Foreign Office. Dick Jurgens’ orch held over at 
The pre-release of ‘Juarez’ (WB) Chase Club, west end nitery. 
at Warner's in Leicester Square is Helen Robinson succeeded Sid X 


Hartman as manager of Chase Club. 


doing nearly capacity business. : 
nitery. 


Lena Gonella granted an_inter- 

|locutory divorce decree from her. Earl Stephenson is prez of the 

‘husband, Nat Gonella, the band recently organized Missouri Theatre 

| leader. Corp. of St. Joseph, Mo. 

| Harry Tate, in Scotland during the Barney Rosenthal, co-manager of 

raids, is sufiering from heart | Republic Pictures, back from a biz 

trouble, but may be up and around | trip throughout this territory, 

shortly. | Newly elected execs of St. Louis 
Stanley Lupino opens his new| Variety Club will be installed at 


show out of town on Christmas and, dinner meeting in the club’s quarters 
if it is good enough, will bring it to | Friday (15). 
the West End. 


, with St. Louis symph last week, was 
guest speaker at luncheon tossed bv 
,orch s Board of Control. 


Frank Launder, story editor and 
director with Gainsborough Films 
jin the last three years, has had his 
|contract renewed for two years. | Hugh M. F. Lewis, native, is a 

Palmer, Newbould & Co. take!member of Princeton U.’s Ti iangle 
over entire Gaumont-British pub-|Club, whose ‘My Moment Now’ plays 
licity and advertising which they |single engagement in Municipal 
handled for years, with two years’ | Auditorium Dec. 27. 
break. | 

Ganjou Bros. and Juanita, now in 
Stockholm, trying to locate their | 
relatives in Poland, who have not! 
been heard of since the Hitler in- 
vasion. 

John Gielgud’s production of “The 
Importance of Being Earnest’ re- 
turning to the Globe theatre Dec. 26 
for six weeks with the same Cast as 
last season. 


Names For Fair 


Continued from page 1 


important fair dates from the strict- 
ly outdoors talent agencies, and the 
future looks for a speeding 


Sandra Storm, actress,| use of name orchestras, headline 
married to Jack Dunfee, former! yadgio and vaudeville names as busi- 
racing motorist and now of the} 


ness getters for the fairs. 

Like Name Bands 
| Especially are the fair secretaries 
| interested in name bands which have 
already showed considerably ability 


theatrical producing firm of O’Bryen, 
Linnit & Dunfee. 

On reaching home following cele- | 
| bration of his first night of a new 
| play, Gordon Harker found his house 


missing in addition to his valuable | © Snare mobs in such tests as De- 

camera. troit, Ft. Worth, San Francisco, Du- 
Diana Ward's flat broken into,| luth and New York. Fairs also fa- 


| with thieves who are believed to be} vor straight radio attractions such as 


_part of active Mayfair gang, getting | Edgar Bergen, Burns and Allen, 
away with mink coat valued at! Rubinoff, Morton Downey, et al. 
$2,000. Police discovered coat after } 


There is no question that the var- 
|jiety entertainers are set to give the 
{acrobats a run for it on the fair- 


'two days’ search. 
| Warner Bros. (London) awaiting 
instructions from head office to start 


|making pictures again. Meanwhile, | grounds, and the fair secs themselves 
|company is negotiating settlement | have been highly pleased with the 
with Max Miller, who has contract) click of variety attractions as at- 
with them for one more picture. tendance-snatchers in the few spots 
of years these attractions have played. Car- 
ane itley is returning to Show | nival owners themselves have urged 
| biz. Has revue, written by Douglas 
|Furber, ‘Somewhere’ in’ London,’ es 
coming into the Lyrie theatre Dec. | 'adio and variety names, but the 
26. Cast will be headed by Will | Carney owners are also a little leery 
Hay. of the proposal to use name bands 
Sandy Powell's provincial show,| for dancing purposes after 10 p.m. 
‘Can You Hear Me Mother,’ closed at | Usual agreement between fairs and 
Coliseum. Until — the haga ry carnies is that the grandstand shows | 
pantomime opens there, legit suc-) Wil) be over and shut by 10 p.m, so 
cesses are being revived twice- that the midway will have a crack 
How Sad’ and ‘Banana Ridge’ at the customers. The concession- 
Sz ge. 
Earl St. John, in charge of Para-, aires are ready to put up a fight 


against the dansipation to midnight 
and beyond, playing to as many as 


mount theatres here, has gone over 
to Odeon to manage the half dozen 


Danny Winkler visited New York | wij] be called on to give a detailed | Paramount houses which the Odeon | 5,000 people who immediately after 


last week on a delayed honeymoon 
with his bride, Jean Rogers, of 20th- 
Fox. On the way back they stopped 
off at Cleveland to pick up a 
which he presented to her. 


Barney Balaban, Stanton L. Griffis, 


Neil F. Agnew, Jessica Dragonette 
and Lanny Ross, singing voices of 
‘Gulliver's Travels,’ who will do spe- 
cial broadcast from Miami. will at- 
tend the preem at 
Miami Beach, Dec. 16. 


By Eric Gorrick 
Jack Lester producing revues in 
Perth for indie unit. 
Williamson-Tait will 
Cadians’ in Melbourne. 


revive ‘Ar- 


Hoyts reconstructing Princess, Tas- 


mania, at cost of $60,000. 
Pic _ industry 
World’s Fair in Sydney this month. 


Williamson-Tait finished good run 
in 


with Switzerland 
Sydney. 
Mills Bros. in for five weeks at the 


Ice Show 


Tivoli, Sydney, following good run | 


Mm Melbourne for Frank Neil. 


Exhibs and district groups uniting 
Bi Provide suitable fare for soldiers. 
iT] Harrop and Bernie Freeman be- 


hind move. 


Stanley Crick, former 


ome Up Smiling,’ 
asmania shortly. 


Yuletide. 
Slick in New Zealand. 

uller will spot this one 
ourne at Yuletide, 
orman in title role. 


tral 
and 


Sir 
in 


S. product. Similar 


car 


running miniature 


20th-Fox 

Oss In New South Wales, but now 
Out of amusement biz, is a nominee 
for the job of Sydney’s Lord Mayor. 
Cinesound’s 
©pus with Will Mahoney, preems in| 
Mahoney will do 
4 panto for Tivoli theatres in Syd- 


arley’s Aunt’ is a current legit 
Ben 
Mel- 
with Charles 


1Z continues to be bright in Aus- 
la with a good lineup of British | 
condi- 


lexplanation of its purpose and the 
|! nature of the information sought, as 
| well as the use that is to be made of 
its findings Understood the Four 
A’s heads have no particular objec- 
tion to turning over any pertinent 
records or information any 


jauthorized representatives of a mem- | 


gig chee Pe | ber union, but it’s figured the Equity | 
an, 


representatives should have no rea- 
sonable grounds for withholding the 
complete aims of the move. 
Although the Equity action became 
known only a few days ago, it has 
already caused considerable specula- 
| tion in Four A's circles. Certain of- 
ficials have pointed out that although 
|all Four A’s branches are nominally 
| favorable to the ‘one big union’ idea, 
| Equity leaders have actually been 


|; opposing any active application of 
‘the principle. It’s figured possible 


that certain Equity members may 
|; hope to unearth grounds on which 
to base an attack against the ‘one big 
‘union’ plan at Equity’s quarterly 
membership meeting Dec. 22. 
Another possibility is that the in- 


| vestigation may be intended to un- | 


| cover information with which to up- 


lset the recent boost in the per cap- | 


| ita tax which the member unions 
| pay the Four A’s. Equity and the 
|! Sereen Actors’ Guild okayed the 
raise and have been paying the in- 
| creased tax, but the American Fed- 
| eration of Radio Artists voted down 
higher assessment the 
| American Guild of Variety Artists 
‘has not acted on it. Seen possible 
' that Equity is dissatisfied with the 
| fact that all the member unions 
| aren't equally paying the tax anc 
| desires to revoke its agreement. But 
| in the welter of speculation already 
| raised, several other and more €x- 
‘treme possibilities are invé lved 


circuit took over. Tony Reddin, pub-| scram away, giving the midway a 


licity manager for Paramount, wi complete go-by. 
manage the Plaza and Carlton. In addition to the agencies them- 
selves which had layouts the 
e Sherman Hotel when the outdoors 
Chicago convention was held, two band lead- 
pas |!ers, Paul Whiteman and Ted Lewis, 
: had their own special offices operat- 
Leo Morrison stopped off Over | ing at the convention. Lewis also 
weekend on way to Coast. erie ‘ 
W. H. Stein in for visit at local made a special appearance at the 
MCA office after long absence. Showmen’s League annual banquet 
John Irving putting finishing 
touches on new play, ‘The Simple 
elody.’ ryY ey’ 
“Zimmey back after eight Lunts Tell km 
!months of vaude Down Under with 
the kola bear and kangaroo. Continued from page } 
Johnny Burke was big scorer lded 
Showmen’'s League Banquet with his 
standard comedy soldier monolog gards of Hollywood 
Charlie Washburn taking over Remarks from stage were brief 
press job on ‘My Dear Children’ and in good taste, but what brou; ht 
when show scrams Chi in January the house down was their gesturing 
; At entrance of each late comer, Rich- 
|} ard Whorf, as Christopher Sly, in 
Budapest | a box from which he heckles Lunt 
and Fontanne with a raucous ‘hol, 
By E. P. Jacobi | hoi’ would point them out. Either 
min Lunt or Miss Fontanne, or both. 


‘Jamaica Inn’ banned by censor. 

‘Macbeth’ revived at National the- 
atre. 

‘Repulo dandar’ (‘Flying Squad’), 
patriotic Air Force propaganda film 
ready for release. 

‘Bachelor’s Rooms 


would stop in the middle of a speech 
and bow gracefully, Lunt sweeping 
the floor with his plumed hat. To 
each he would say ‘welcome,’ look at 
'an imaginary wrist watch and then 
for Lease’ cur- to the others on the stage. ‘Let's on 


rently being made at Hunnia Studios. with it’ At times he would tap his 
Bela Balogh directing. ane foot until the party was seated. 
| New theatre, Dunaparti Szinhaz, Miss Fontanne also gave the late 
turns, opened by Lajos Kopeczy- now 
Hones . remarks to Lunt. Paulette Goddard 
Pesti Naplo, Hungary’s oldest and John McClain made a late en- 
daily. and Az Est. former popular trance on the second act curtain but 
afternoon paper, have ceased publi- didn’t get a tumble. Looked inten- 
cation. 1 4 tional but mebbe they were over- 
Road companies = sponsored DY  jooked by Sly, who did all the spot- 


Actors’ Chamber. taking the place of ting. * 


independent companies in provin- 
cial towns, have done poorly so far. House took in Spirit out 
‘Semmelweiss, first Magyar bio- ‘its wnat Hollywood long needed. 


Ted Fiorito orch played two-night | 


Bobby Medlock ‘(Medlock andj engagement here last week: at the 
Marlow) operated on for appendix | Washington U.’s military ball and ' 
removal, necessitating team being | Casa Loma ballroom. 
idle for three months. Gladys Swarthout, guest soloist 


up of. 
that trend which will result in the | 


Hollywood 


Tito Guizar east on concert tour. 


Eric von Stroheim in from Europe. 

Victor Sutker broke an arm in @ 
fall. 

Henry Fonda to Mexico City on 
vacash. 

Mitzi Haynes suing Dave Gould for 
divorce, 

Eddie Collins recovering from ap- 
pendectomy. 

George Brown 
publicity staff. 

Edgar Selwyn baking his neuritis 
at Palm Springs. 

Dorothy Lamour recuperating from 
throat infection. 

Howard Wilson joined Paramount 
as a sound mixer. 

Astrid Allwyn 
from Robert Kent. 

Joe E. Brown recovering from cuts 
sustained in a motor crash. 

Hal Horne in from Manhattan for 
huddles with Walt Disney. 

Warners changed Andrew 
Broom’s name to David Bruce. 

Gloria Dickson and Richard Arlen 
booked for eastern personal tour. 

David Baron checked out of Joe 
Rivkin’s agency to join Paul Wilkins. 

Jerry Sackheim checking off Uni- 
versal lot after four years as story 
editor. 

Merle Armitage filed 


joined Warners 


granted divorce 


Me- 


bankruptcy 


petition: has $41,148 in debts and 
$5,550 assets. 
Arturo Toscanini guest of Jean- 


ette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy on 
the Metro lot. 

Oren Roberts in town to buy new 
equipment for Pampa Films of 
‘Buenos Aires. 

' Joseph M. Schenck opened anti- 

|infantile paralysis campaign in 

/southern California. 

| Harry Highsmith took charge of 
new studio musical service branch of 

| Everett Crosby agency. 

Don Ameche has recovered from 
stomach ailment and reports for 
| work at 20th-Fox Friday (15). 
Liveright to publish shortly the 


autobiog of Edward Arnold under 
ithe title, ‘Lorenzo Goes to Holly- 
wood.’ 


Joan Fontaine drew a three-month 
leave Selznick-International 
for a Bermuda vacation with hus- 
band Brian Aherne. 

Frank Capra and Dr. Lee DeFor- 
est initiated into Tau Beta Pi, hon- 


orary engineering society, at Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology. 
By Hal Cohen 
Singer Freda Borg and Wilbur 


Domb to marry Jan. 21. 

Tony Conforti’s party of six bagged 
two bucks on their deer hunt last 
week. 

Marianne Rohrkaste out of Plaza 
cafe show for an operation on one of 
her toes. 

Ernest Leiberman, WB. theatre 
manager, and Rita Williams will wed 
day before Xmas. 

George Curry, formerly with Stan- 
ley house orch, now playing viela 
for Pittsburgh Symph. 

Annual banquet of Al Abrams’ 
Dapper Dan Club scheduled for Wil- 
liam Penn hotel Jan. 21. 

Margie Noble out of Shadyside 
hosp after month’s siege, and home 
to Florida to convalesce. 


The Dick Rauhs (she was Helen 
Wayne, Playhouse actress) expect 
| their child in the spring. 

Singer Brian McDonald match- 


maker for boxing shows at Johnny 
Harris’ Duquesne Garden. 
Eda Toldi has resigned as co-direc- 


tor of tiny Laboratory theatre to 
devote her time to writing. 
Par exchange manager Dave Kim- 


melman feeling all right again and 
expected back on job any day. 
All-American Marshall Goldberg 
and model Florence Deutlebaum 
were married here Sunday (10). 
Charlie Gaynor gets in from New 
York next week to place his original 
revue in rehearsal at the Playhouse. 
Clair Meeder reelected president 
of Musicians Union, Local 60, beating 
Jimmy Comoroda by more than 306 
votes. 
Norman Porter, jiocal Jad, has a 
role in Harry Bannister’s production 


of ‘She Gave Him All She Had’ on 
Broadway. 
By Les Rees 
Arthur Lee, Gaumont-British sales 
manager, a visitor. 
Buck Tidwell, WB auditor, iJ! in 


St. Mary’s hospital. 

Ralph LaBeau, Paramount district 
manager, stopped over. 
Henry M. Herbel, Warner Brothers’ 
trict manager, in town, 
Sim Heller. Grand Rapids, Minn., 
exhibitor, laid up with flu. 


di 


John J. Friedl, Minnesota Amuse. 
Co. general manager, in New York 
on biz. 

Irving Gillman back from New 
York with more pictures for his 
Esquire theatre. 

Clyde McCoy and Bob Chester's 
bands among 15 that played at 


annual musicians’ ball here. 

Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis’ band to head 
Orpheum stage show week of Dec. 
23, with Orrin Tucker, originally 
scheduled for that date, set back to 
February 


J if 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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"ARIETY 


OBITUARIES 


DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, SR. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., 55, died 


unexpectedly of a heart attack in his 
beach home| 


Santa Monica, 
early yesterday morning (12). 
Further details in film section, 


ERNEST SCHELLING 


Ernest Schelling, 63, pianist, com- 
poser and conductor, who perhaps 
was best known as the director of 
the children’s concerts of the New 
York Philharmonic, died of cerebral 
embolism at his New York home 
Dec. 8 In comparatively good 
health, he was stricken the day be- 
fore his death. 

Born in Belvidere, N. J., the son of 
Felix Schelling, theosophist and 
philosopher, at the age of four he 
debuted as a concert pianist in Phil- 
adelphia. He was then sent to Eu- 
rope to study under the masters, and 
returning to America, enrolled at the 
U. of Pennsylvania, where he re- 
ceived the degree of Doctor of Mu- 
sic. Later, he was tutored by Pader- 
ewski and appeared with him in 
many concerts. A World War vet, 
he was mustered out of active serv- 
ice with the commission of a major. 
He held many medals for valor. 

An injury suffered in an automo- 
bile accident in Switzerland 20 years 
ago terminated his career as a con- 
cert pianist. He had since devoted 
most of his time to composing and 
conducting. 

Surviving are his 22-year-old 
widow, the former Peggy Marshall, 
niece of Mrs. Vincent Astor. He 
had married her but four months 
ago, both having recently returned 
from a Swiss honeymoon. His first 
wife died two years ago. 


HELEN ARTHUR 


Helen Arthur, 
manager of the Neighborhood Play- 
house, N. Y., during the 12 years of 
that organization’s activity who later 
turned to personal management of 
performers, died of cerebral throm- 


60, director and | 


bosis at the N. Y. Neurological Insti- 


tute, Dec. 10. Recuperating from a 


recent illness, she had planned a trip | 


to California, but suffered a relapse 
three days before her death. 

Born in Lancaster, Wisc., Miss 
Arthur practiced law for a time, but 
then found the theatre to her liking. 
She broke in via the press agent 
route, doing blurbs for Grace 
George, then became company man- 
ager for Florence Roberts. For sev- 
eral years she was executive secre- 
tary for the Shuberts. 

For the past four strawhat seasons 
she had been executive director of 
the Newport, R. I., Casino and also 
assisted with the Annual Drama 
Festival at Ann Arbor, Mich. As 
managing director of the Actors- 
Managers, Inc., producing firm, she 
supervised the presentation of sev- 
eral Broadway plays, of which some 
were ‘The Love Nest,’ 
Walker, ‘Maya’ and 
Street Follies. For 10 years the 
manager of Ruth Draper, she had 
also represented Angna_ Enters, 
Marion Kerby and Mrs. Patrick 
Campbell. 


DANIEL E. BAKER 

Daniel E. Baker, 78, vet musical 
comedy and minstrel performer, 
who for the past five years had been 
a resident at the Actors Fund Home, 
Englewood, N. J., died Dec. 6, after 
a short illness, at the Englewood 
hospital. 
’ First appearing in Chicago with 
Haverly’s Mastodon Minstrels in 


with William Collier, Sr., and 
Charlie Reed in ‘Hoss and Hoss’ and 
with Frank Daniels in ‘Little Puck.’ 
An original member of the cast of 
George Ade’s ‘The College Widow,’ 
he also was seen with Fred Stone in 
‘Tip Top’ and appeared in the first 
‘Follies’ produced by Florenz Zieg- 
feld. 

Surviving is his widow, Nellie 
Buckley Baker, retired actress, also 
a guest at the home. Funeral serv- 
ices were held Friday (8) in New 
York and burial followed at the Ae- 
tors Fund plot, Kensico cemetery, 
Ni 


DANIEL V. ARTHUR 

Daniel V. Arthur, 72, theatrical 
producer and manager, who retired 
10 years ago, died of apoplexy Dec. 6 
in New York, 

Starting his career in the theatre 
at the Redmond Grand Opera House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., he came to 
N. Y. in 1902 to produce ‘Nancy 
Brown,’ comedy by George Broad- 
hurst and Frederick Rankin. It 
starred Marie Cahill, whom Arthur 
later married. 

He achieved his greatest success 


some 30 years ago when he managed 
Miss Cahill, Stuart Robson and Marie 
Burroughs, all prominent players of 
that era. Other musicals in which 
Miss Cahill appeared while under his 
management included ‘The Boys and 
Betty,’ ‘Marrying Mary’ and ‘Just 
Around the Corner.’ 

Retiring in 1912, Miss Cahill re- 
turned to the stage after business 
losses suffered by her husband. Last 
seen as Gloria Wentworth in ‘The 
New Yorkers,’ produced in 1930, she 
died three years later. 

Funeral services were held under 
the auspices of the Actors Fund of 
America at St. Malachy'’s church, 
N. Y., Saturday (9). Interment fol- 
lowed at the family plot in Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Brooklyn, where his 
wife is also buried. 


VICTOR WAGNER 


Victor Wagner, 64, well known 
choral and orchestra conductor, died 
in Rochester, Dec. 7. 

A native of Toronto, he played the 
cello at the Royal Opera House, 
Vienna, and with the Vienna Phil- 
harmonic from 1897 to 1906. He later 
joined the orchestra of the Metro- 
politan Opera Co. Leaving the Met 
he conducted light opera companies 
for a time prior to becoming musical 
director of the Rialto and Rivoli the- 
atres, New York, in 1908. 

At the request of the late George 
Eastman he went to Rochester in 
1922 as managing director of the 
Rochester Philharmonic. Subse- 
quently, he batoned orchestras there 
on WHAM and WGY, and for the 
past five years had been leader of 
the Eastman Kodak Employees 
Chorus. 

Surviving are his widow, a son, 
daughter, and three sisters who live 
in Vienna. 


WILLIAM A, TREMAYNE 


William A. Tremayne, 75, Shakes- 
pearean savant, who wrote a num- 
ber of successful plays in which such 
stars as Robert B. Mantell and Rob- 
ert Hilliard a 
two-year illness, Dec. 2, at his home 
in Montreal. 

In his youth he toured with the 
late James O'Neill, father of Eugene 
O'Neill, but in later years devoted 
most of his time to scripting. Some 
of his better known works included 
the farce, ‘Lost, 24 Hours,’ written 
in collaboration with the late Logan 
Fuller; ‘The Light of Other Days,’ 


| 
| 


with June | 
‘The Grand | 


‘A Free Lance,’ ‘A Secret Warrant’ 
and ‘The Dagger and the Cross,’ of 
which the last four were produced 
by William A. Brady for Mantell. 
He had retired about 10 years ago 
and since had been an active booster 
of the Little theatre movement in 
Montreal. Burial in Montreal. 


JOHN HAMMELL 


John Hammell, 58, former film 
; censor at Paramount, died Dec. 5 in 
Hollywood after a plunge from the 
fourth floor of a hospital there. He 
had been ill since April, 1938, when 
he resigned from Paramount and 
took a world tour for his health. 

Born in Detroit, Hammell was 
with the Buffalo Bill and Barnum & 
Bailey circuses before he entered 
pictures in 1910 as salesman for the 
General Film Co. Four years later 
he joined Pathe as sales manager. 
He began with Paramount in 1922 as 
a salesman, followed by rapid pro- 
motions to branch manager, division 
manager and division chief. From 
that post he moved into the censor- 


1880, at the age of 19, he later played | ship position at the homeoffice and 


later in Hollywood. 
his widow and son. 


Surviving are 


GERTRUDE MOYER 

Gertrude Moyer, 50, former musi- 
cal and vaude dancer, died Dec. 10 
in New York, a victim of cancer. 

She had played in Weber and 
Fields niusicals with such stars as 
Bessie Clayton, Fay Templeton, Lil- 
lian Russell, Frankie Bailey among 
others. She later was in Ziegfeld’s 
‘Follies,’ dancing with Gertrude Van- 
derbilt, Rosie Green (and Keno), 
mother of Mitzi, and Vera Maxwell 
Later, she went into vaude. 

Three sisters, Ray, Dot and Irene, 
all former vaude terpers, survive. 


MAX FIEDLER 

Max Fiedler, 80, former symphony 
orch conductor, died Dec. 9 in Stock- 
holm, according to word received by 
his son, Max, of Philadelphia. 

He appeared in the U. S. at vari- 
ous intervals, conducting the Bos- 
ton and N. Y. Philharmonic Sym- 
phonies as guest maestro. He 
had led the London symph earlier 
in the century. 

Also surviving is another son, Wil- 


liam, director of music at Antioch 


ppeared, died after a 


| college, Yellow Springs, O., and a 
' daughter. 


WILLIAM MELVIN 


William J. Melvin, 54, who retired 
as a theatre manager for the Sparks 
circuit in St. Petersburg, Fla., eight 
years ago, died in that city, Dec. 7. 

Born in Savannah, he went to St. 
Petersburg, 22 years ago, and aligned 
himself with the S. A. Lynch organi- 
zation. Serving with Paramount- 
Publix theatres, he later became af- 
filiated with Sparks, which absorbed 
Publix. 


He leaves his mother and a 
brother. 
ROBERT B. POTTER 
Robert B. (Bob) Potter, 63, for 


years with the late B. C. Whitney's 
theatrical enterprises in Detroit, died 
in that city Dec. 5. 

Long manager of the Detroit Opera 
House, following Whitney's death, 
Potter became manager of Orchestra 
Hall, serving, too, as comptroller of 
the Detroit symphony orchestra until 
his retirement from active business 
in 1922. 

Survived by brother and sister. 


FRED S. MENDE 


Fred S. Mende, 58, former member 
of the Waldorph and Mendez vaude 
tumbling team, but who in recent 
years had headed an Albany jewelry 
firm founded by his father, suc- 
cumbed Dec. 8 in an Albany hospital, 
apparently of a heart attack, after 
being stricken while driving his car 
home from business in the capital 
city. 

Surviving are a brother and a sis- 
ter. 


DANIEL BASKCOMB 
Daniel Baskcomb, 59, comedian 
who specialized in character parts, 
died in London, Dec. 10. 
He first appeared on the English 
stage at the age of 16 in ‘The 


a minor part in ‘Peter Pan’ 1,100 
times, from 1904 to 1907, he was 


ish funnymen. 


DR. WILHELM GROSZ 


Dr. Wilhelm (Willy) Grosz, song- | 


writer, died suddenly of a heart at- 


| Forest Hills, N. Y., Dec. 9. Also 
known as Hugh Williams, his nom- 
de-plume, he composed ‘Isle of 
Capri,’ ‘Red Sails in the Sunset’ and 
other song hits. He was 45. Mother, 
widow and two children survive. 
Details in the Music section. 


LOUIS (CULLY) MORRIS 

Louis (Cully) Morris, 71, one of 
the five brothers who organized the 
Joe Morris Music Co., died in Miami 
Dec. 6. His widow, a brother, Joe, 
and a daughter survive. Burial was 
in Philadelphia Dec. 11. 

Further details in the music sec- 
tion, 


ESTELLE DOLAN 

Estelle Dolan, formerly the wife 
of George Sheldon (and Tom How- 
ard), radio comedian, died after a 
short illness in Saranac Lake, Dec. 
7. She had been a health seeker at 
Saranac for some time. 

Surviving is her husband, John V. 
Dolan. 


MRS. B. C. HIGHTOWER 
Mrs. B. C. Hightower, of the dance 
team of London and Eloyce, died 
Sunday (10) in Montgomery, Ala., of 
auto accident injuries. 
Details in vaude section. 


RALPH HOLLAND 
Ralph Holland, 51, stage and screen 
player, died Dec. 7 in Los Angeles. 


after a career in legit. 
Surviving is his widow. 


Fred Bentley, 60, died in London, 
Nov. 12, after a short illness. Well 
known in music publishing, he 
Started his career as a youngster in 
the Mohawk Minstrels, and for a 
number of years was musical editor 
of the Lawrence Wright Music Co., 
London. 


Robert McClure, 30, with the Har- 
ris Amus. Co., Pittsburgh, for last 
three years, died unexpectedly in 
that city last week from complica- 
tions brought about by a throat in- 
fection. 


Benjamin S. Fish, 50, former man- 
ager of the Majestic, Beloit, Wis., 
died Dec. 10 in Janesville, Wis. Sur- 
vived by his widow, two sons, pa- 
rents, a brother and three sisters. 


Andrew J. Seibert, 75, former 
w.k. Louisville band leader, died 
Dec. 7 at his home in that city. 

Charles Simon, 63, operator of the 
Buckeye night club, Ravenna, O., 


rated among the more popular Brit- | 


tack at the home of some friends in | 


fee basis throughout the proceed- 
ings. 

Counsel of record on preliminary 
motions include, for Paramount, 
Simpson, Thatcher & Bartlett; 20th- 
Fox, Dwight, Harris, Koegel & 
Caskey; Irving Trust Co. (for RKO), 
Donovan, Leisure, Newton & Lum- 
bard, and William Mallard; Metro, 
J. Robert Rubin and Davis, Polk, 
Warwell, Gardiner & Reed; Chase 
National Bank, Mudge, Stern, Wil- 
liams & Tucker; Warner Bros., Rob- 
ert W. Perkins; KAO, Goldwater & 
Flynn; Universal, Chadbourne, Hunt, 
Jackel & Brown; United Artists, 
O'Brien, Malevinsky & Raftery; Co- 
lumbia, Schwartz & Froehlick, and 
for individual defendant, Saul E. 
Rogers. 

Actual cost of defending the ac- 
tion during the trial is estimated at 
about one-third of the final total bill 
for the suit. Preparation and cost 
of subsequent proceedings, either in 
the nature of appeals or defense of 
Government appeals, will comprise 
the remaining two-thirds. 

UA’s Stipulation 

A formal stipulation of agree- 
ment between the Government and 
United Artists Corp., signed by Thur- 
man Arnold and O’Brien, Driscoll 
& Raftery, and approved by Judge 
Alfred C. Coxe, was filed in the N. 
Y. federal court Thursday (7). The 
stipulation waives all objections on 
the part of the U. S. toward answer- 
ing the 38 questions submitted by 
UA. 

The most important part of the 
agreement is that the U. S. prom- 
ises to furnish all the names re- 
quested, and will add additional 
names as they become known. These 


| Bames are the names of Govern- 


Continued from page 3 


Lawyers’ Star Salaries 


/;ment witnesses which had not been | 
Octoroon.’ Famed for having played | disclosed heretofore, as the U. S.| the two major circuits of that city 


| had charged that it feared the com- | 

| panies would coerce the witnesses. 
Lastly the Government promises 

to answer all queries as soon as pos- | 


sible, but no later than Feb, 1, 1940.) anti-p 
The most searching and inquisi-| Durkee chain operates 22 nabes in 


| torial interrogatories served to date | Baltimore and the Rome circuit con- 


| were 
Corp., through Schwartz & Frohlich, 
| on the Government Friday (8). 
Some 60 pages of questions are listed, 
covering so much territory, that) 
| should Columbia receive answers in 
no more than 50%, it will know more 
about the Government's case against 
them than the U. S. itself. 


In some instances the questions 
asked are similar to those filed by 
other defendants. In a great many 
others the questions, which really 


He had been in pictures 12 years | 


constitute another bill of particulars, | 
are specific as to Columbia. For ex- 
ample, the first question asks if com- 
| petition in production, distribution, 
exhibition, etc., was unlawfully re- 
strained before Columbia was incor- 
| porated in 1924. This is an attempt | 


| to prove Columbia entered a situ- 
|} ation over which it had no con- 
trol. The train of events leading to 
the monopoly is asked for, and 
specifically what territories and areas | 
Columbia refused to enter as a com- 
petitor, due to agreements with 
other majors. All names of Govern- 
ment witnesses having knowledge of 
such facts are requested. 
Brooklyn Anti-Trust Suit 


Ten majors, Randforce Amus. 
Corp. and three individuals were 
named defendants in a suit filed in 
Brooklyn federal court yesterday 
(Tuesday), charged with violating 
the anti-trust act and unlawful re- 
| Straint of trade. 


| the 395 Amusement Corp., owners 
and operators of the Gloria theatre, 
600-seater in Brooklyn. 


Defendants are 20th-Fox, RKO, 
Warners, Columbia, Paramount, Uni- 
versal, United Artists, Republic, 
Samuel Rinzler, Louis Frisch and 
William Yost, in addition to Rand- 
force. Rinzler and Frisch are said 
to own 50% of Randforce stock, with 
20th-Fox, RKO and other defendants 
owning the rest. 

Yost is the owner of a new Brook- 
lyn house, the Clinton, competitor of 
the Gloria. He is said to have en- 
tered into an agreement with Rand- 
force, which buys and books for 
about 50 houses, whereby the Gloria 
and five other indies in the neigh+ 
borhood will be prevented from ob- 
taining major  first-run product. 
Plaintiff maintains the cessation of 
first-run product is causing him to 
lose $200 a week. He asks a perma- 
nent injunction and a declaration 
that contracts and agreements com- 
plained of are illegal. 


Odom’s Trust Suit 


filed by Columbia Pictures|! trols 10. 


Wednesday, December 13, 1939 y 
theatre, last week filed suit in U 
district court here asking $15,004 ances 
damages from eight motion Picture the ¢ 
distributing companies and Roy guses 
Martin, of Columbus, Ga., operate che’s 
of theatre chain. ited 
Odom’'s attorneys charged Violation $3,006 
of Sherman anti-trust act, Claiming all | 
distributors ‘conspired with Martin Thon 
not to give him first class films fop | jakes 
distribution’ and forced him to sey } preal 
his theatre to Martin at a loss. : foun 
Companies named: Paramount, clove 
RKO, United Artists, Metro, Univer. | tour 
sal and Columbia. of $ 
cent! 
Homand’s Trial Airs to ct 
q 
Film Trade’s Practices | ,,°" 
Baltimore, Dec. 12, wire 
Suit of Leo H. Homand, operator 
of the Westway, local nabe, against Russ 
the Durkee chain plus all the major bord 
film companies except RKO, current. oe 
ly being tried before Judge W. Calvin ae 
Chestnut in the U. S. district court |, 
here, is airing the peculiarities of Sion 
trade practices in the local press, wet 
Homand, charging conspiracy and mow 
violation of the Sherman anti-trust Sou 
act, claims 14-day clearance meted 
out to his house, a newly-built the Ot 
atre, in protection of Durkee house, ~~ 
two miles away, is discriminatory enn 
and damaging to his investment, 
Edgar Allan Poe is representing the corr 
plaintiff, and James Piper, heading Paas 
array of legal talent acting for de ade 
fendant. Film companies also indie 
vidually represented. born 
Another suit against Durkee and B cott. 
the Rome nabe chain was filed by § phe! 
| the Linden theatre, an indie, last Lane 
week. son | 
The Linden theatre suit accuses § maj 
mu 
and eight major producing and dis. i 
tributing firms of engaging in yea) 
‘monopolistic practices’ and violat: ers. 
ing the Clayton and Sherman anti 
| trust acts and the Robinson-Patman 
rice Discrimination Act. The Fi 
mor 
the 
adve 
The Linden charges both chains § of e 
with entering into an agreement in — had 
which they do not compete with — Am: 
one another, and whereby they have § and 
‘combined their purchasing power & maj 
to coercively procuring from the @ hea’ 
distributing defendants priority and — kno 
preferences for their theatres over f pret 
independent exhibitors.’ oN 
It's contended that Durkee and F (yy, 
Rome had virtually divided up the pro 
city between them and when they 8 ¢,,; 
both had houses in the same neigh- eve 
| borhoods, one chain would operate Boon, 
as a first-run nabe and the other | bus 
as a subsequent run. E top 
The distributor-defendants in the 7 gla 
suit are WB, Paramount, RKO- boc 
Radio, Loew’s, 20th-Fox, Columbia, | F 
Universal and United Artists. In- | 
dividual exhibitor defendants are | tun 
Frank H. Durkee, Charles R. Nolte, all 
Walter D. Pacy, Gilbert W. Reddish, | 7*° 
Grand Co., J. Louis Rome, Leon B. ee 
Back, Edward W. Kimpel, Jr., Rialto | £*' 
Theatre Co., Metco Theatres, Inc, | pss 
and Schanze Theatre Co., Inc. | te 
MARRIAGES 
on 
Virginia Benning to Hilton Stark, 
Dec. 6, in Milwaukee. Bride he 
daughter of musical director at ne 
WTMJ; groom is former member of da 
Dunn Boys, radio quartet. da 
Annette Bretzlaff to Bob Trendlet, a 20 
in Cincinnati, Dec. 4. Bride is gi 
Suit was filed by | member of Three Graces vocal tri% | th 
he’s musical arranger and chorus di- m 
rector. 
Estel Lawhorn to Eddie Foster, in pi 
Yuma, Ariz., Nov, 12, He’s a screen } 
actor, } 
Estelle Brown, non-pro, to W. RB. | 
Wilkerson, trade paper publisher, hi 
Dec. 11 in Las Vegas, Nev. Fourth to 
try for him; second for the bride. fi 
Ida Polis to Ben Perry, Dec. 9 in por 
Los Angeles. He’s Hal Roach pub- Ci 
licist, te 
g 
d 
BIRTHS te 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Cartet h 
daughter, in Hollywood, Dec. 2 
Father is newsreel theatre owner 
there. h 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Singer le 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Dec. *# b 
Father's a band leader. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Pagand, V 
daughter, in Hollywood, Dec. 7. 6 
Father is Metro writer. 
Mr, and Mrs. Jack Mather, son, !" f 
Los Angeles, Dec. 5. Both are radio t 
performers. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Higgins, 5°? 


Atlanta, Dec. 12. 
W. H. Odom, of Miami, former op- 


died Dec. 4. in a Cleveland hospital. 


erator of a Milledgeville, Ga., film 


in Chicago, Dec. 2. Father is in 
charge of WOR sales office in Chi 


cago. 
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Lecturers’ Bull Market 


Continued from page 1 


Sez Lord Marley 


Detroit, Dec. 12. 
British lecturer (Lord Mar- 
ley) came here in Town Hall 


his famed talk ‘Acres of Diamonds,’ 
more than 6,000 times. It grossed 
a fortune. 

Demonstrating the growth of in- 
terest in forum speakers is the fact 
that between 15 and 20 new town 
halls have sprung up in the past two 
years. ‘Sprung up’ is hardly accu- 
rate, because behind almost every 
one can be found the deft hand of 


the lecture booking bureaus, ever 
out for new potentialities. New 
York’s Town Hall, with its radio 


plugging, helped plenty, of course. 


The Agents 


Ranking agents are W. Colston 
;Leigh and Harold R. Peat. Only 


{ 


FOR 
FRISCO FAIR 


San Francisco, Dee. 12. 
Looks as though the off-again, on- 
,again 1940 Frisco fair is more on 
| than off this week with an announce- 
| ment that the promoters of the 1940 
exposition on Treasure Island have 


‘enough money to reopen the fair 
| 


| Feakins, Clark Getts, Lee Keedick and definitely expect to do so. 

and Alber & Wickes. Latter is in | George Smith, manager of the 
Boston, the others in New York.) Mark Hopkins hotel, and spokesman 
Columbia Broadcasting has entered | for the group of promoters seeking 
the field within the past two weeks,/the necessary funds, has said that 
‘with Isabel Scott, who formerly ran! aq plan has been found in the maze 


,her own bureau, in charge. She's | of tangled finances, which will make 


etc’. |other important ones are William B. 


"sinas ances than any other single figure in | limitations being one of the reasons | peg series to pull a honey 
Picture the country, the syndicate writer re- | why so few ether names are big as| Of a oner. 
R « to accept any dates, although | lecturers. He first stepped hard on audi- 

Oy F fuses -ed almost an unlim- ence’s toes by implying that they 
Operator F she's ee a. fees up to No. 1 Glamor Boy | were dim-wits on history. Said 
Violation heretofore unheard of. They’re | Oddly enough, the man who is do- | 
Claiming all turned down, however, Miss ;ing more chinning this season a r 

Martin thompson maintaining that writing | than anyone else, and drawing one | 
ilms fop takes up all her time. Another heart- | of the heftiest grosses, has never | 
to sel preaker is Jan Masaryk, son of the | been heard of by the greater part of | 
Syounder and first prez of Czecho-| the public, He is Sydney R. Mon- | 
Univer. | had been booked at an average | Northwest Mounted Police, and con- | es 
$500 an appearance. It was re- | ceded to be the top showman of the | 
‘cently cancelled when Masaryk | business, | por 
4 cabled from London he was unable | Barnstorming from small town to | Washington was ‘born in Eng- 
| to come. /small town in an automobile, while land and hence he ‘couldn't be 
° On the other hand, causing impres- | other speakers stick exclusively to President.’ 
Ctices srios to rub their hands and burn up | Pullmans, he'll give between 200 and ! 
a ertainty that Leon Trotzky, exiled fee of about $200. He does as many | : : 
erator biggie, now south of the as three a day, 10 a week. He has Woollcott gees it alone, 
against border, will be permitted to enter , two subjects, ‘Tales of the Mounties’ | of ee his ow “a a. — = 
> major this country to testify before the and ‘Re-Enforcing the Law.” “Good- | handi Dal 
‘urrent. § Dies committee. It is understood that | looking and appearing in his scarlet | = i “he is’ y/o hoc lost 
Calvin his movements won't be restricted | uniform, he’s a pushover for the} battle with his 
t court | and every sort of offer is being made | femme trade. He carries a display of | vac pote back fine also does his 
ities of im for lecture dates. New York furs and trophies with him and is pt Pathe He’s not the Acure he 
Press. § managers are thinking of no measly colorful in every respect. lonce was as far as fees go. Prices 
Fed F Town Hall; it would be Madison 4 few top money speakers now | on the self-booked variety of speaker 
Ustrust F Square Garden if available. run about $1,000 an engagement, | quctuate widely from date to date, 
_,meted Other important newcomers to the ‘sometimes more, depending on the! but Carnegie is believed to be aver- 
ilt the. big demand category for platform | size of the hall and type of date. | aging about $350. 
house, work include Eve Curie, author Vin- | There are about 40 institutions like | ti 
inatory B cent Sheean, former G-man Leon | universities and large town halls that The Litera 
stment, Turrou,. Ambassador Hugh Gibson, | can afford to pay these prices. Some On the literary and dramatic end, 
ing the correspondent and author Pierre van | are endowed. Admish generally runs | Edna Ferber is the real hot stuff. 
leading B paassen and Mrs. Franklin D. Roose- | from 55¢ to $2.20, although majority | Equally known in New York or 
for de- velt. Oldtimers who continue as | of lectures are on a series basis, with | Squeegee, Ia., she hits a nice average 
0 indi- § major attractions are H. V. Kalten- | the average fee around 85c. | of about $750. Dr. _ William Lyon 
born, Edna Ferber, Alexander Wooll-| Included in the big-money class | Phelps. Yale's perennial, ounsd “te 
ee and B cott, Elsa Maxwell, William Lyon’ are Mrs. Roosevelt and her distant | able to take as many apg ter — 
led by § Phelps, Raymond Moley, Elissa | cousin, Mrs. Alice Roosevelt Long- when he was tga ym ty oo 
e, last Landi, Dale Carnegie and John Ma- | worth, daughter of Theodore Roose- | pes 
son Brown. It will be noted that the ivelt. Mrs. Longworth regularly gets | $400 
Accuses majority of these vets are in the | the highest fee of anyone on a plat- p 
at city amusement field, as distinguished | usually around $1,200, but an | Brown, legit 
id dis- from the newcomers of the past few jnsignificant number of dates, only | Past 
N& iB years, all serious thinkers and talk- | about six a seas ; reviewer for the New York Post, 
violat: Bers | about | who gets everything he can handle 
1 anti: Real topper for coin is Eve Curie, at $350 per. Vicki Baum does only 
’atman Decline of Adventure , daughter of the discoverer of radium, | moderately well and gets about $300. 
The Further marking the trend toward who proved quite the Brenda Frazier | while Carl Sandburg, poet whose au- 
bes in — more meat and less entertainment is | Of the lecture platforms last season. | dience is limited in scope, takes $250, 
it con § the slide taken by the explorers and ; She'll be over from France again in| mostly from colleges. Attempt is 
adventurers. While once nine out | January, February and March with a being made to build John Anderson, | 
chains § of every 10 lecturers were men who | full schedule of dates, most of them crick of the New York Journal- | 
ent in — had crossed the Andes, explored the !at about $1,000. | American, as opposition to Brown, 
with f Amazon or ventured to Pago Pago—' Another newcomer to the high| but the going is slow. He may de- 
have § and had slide pictures to prove it— | money hills is correspondent Knick-| Velop_ after his build-up with the | 
power § majority of those who collect the erbocker. His fee is only half that of | Phil Spitalny (General Electric) air 
n the @heavy sugar now are the ones who | Mme. Curie, but he more th n com- | S20W. : 
y and § know public affairs and can inter- | pensates on volume of talks. He'll | Among the big names on the ad- 
over pret them. give about 100 this season, which {s | venture lists 
Not that explorers and adventurers | generally considered a number for | 
> and (most of them have ashcanned their | Only a highly successful speaker. | 4. C: t Be b Bz rtlett $200; 
p the projection machines) aren’t to be | Duff Cooper, former First Lord of Ca Cc Ww R. 
they found on the programs of virtually | the British Admiralty, is also raking $200: 
neigh: every group—many managers still | in heavy sugar—best of the foreign- | 
Carveth Wells, $200 and Theos Bern- 
perate consider them the backbone of the | ers--at $750 each for a long string of | , “d. $200 
other business—but a new genus is taking | dates. Dr. Thomas Mann, self-exiled ee 
| top coin and top billing, while the German writer, gets the same figure Admiral Byrd's Record 
n the | glamor boy Daniel Boones are and is in brisk demand, but is un- All records on recent take, inci- | 
RKO- | booked as stage waits. able to fill more than a limited num- | dentally are held by the platform's 
= * Principally responsible for the lec- ber of requests because of his health greatest adventurer of them all— 
. a | ture upturn and the changed trend, #4 writing chores, Admiral Byrd. In tours for two 
Nolte, all _managers acknowledge, is the Archduke Felix and Pat Hitler and 
ddish, radio. News reporting on the air has one wer is said te 
B made the public conscious of world Anot sgl oreigner going § rong 1s grossed well over $500,000. In one day 
— } events, and commentators have de- Archduke Felix of Austria, geiting | jn Los Angeles alone, with two talks, 
“4 veloped in Joe Jukes of Oklahoma about $500 a date. William Patrick | the gate was $15,000. The only im- 
Ine, City a thirst for interpretation of Hitler, son of Adolf’s half-brother, portant lecturer to work on a per- 
these events The silver-tongued also doing well, are he always got 60%. of the 
bovs and gals smaller, about $350. will have. b.o. 
quench in had 40 bookings petween Oct. 1S and Shortest and 
On personal appearances, Christmas, Violently anti-Nazi, in’ ever was by H. G. Wells in 1937. He 
stark, Radio, paradoxically. te not only Bosion he drew the largest crowd in. gave 12 lectures at $3,000 a piece. 
le is held responsible pe ace iP td hone four years to Ford Hall Forum. But none of these compares with the 
r at nete’s high but Returning to natives, Raymond man whom the gab agents regard as 
er of davs of the if Moley is particularly strong for the | the king all-time—Russell Con- 
dates available Chamber of Commerce type Junch- well. rhe 
idler, a 30s. It eon. Former b ‘ain-truster and edi- founded ana supported 
le is giving of New s-Week drags down about versity with his lecture income, gave 
is di- manded by pest sgn ie Poser who has been virtually made by the 
Own homes war, is cashing in on his military 
r, in present ane or to Dbuliding up the jnowledge to the extent of a tour 
‘reen }j rest. which is absolutely full, no more 
Few Directly of Radio dates being accepted, at $350-$500 a | 
shel, has contributed few names of its own Alice Roosevelt Longworth.. $1,200 
urth important lecture lists Aside Eve Curie 1,000 
in Boake Carter, the only cur- economist Mrs. yrankiin ». mo 
pub- big shot gabber from broad- Marcosson, writer and foreign | H. V. Kaltenborn...... $750-$1,000 
tor correspondent van Paassen, editor Sage 750 
gram. He us as p Eugene Lyons, author Louis Adamic 750 
sed to get $250 when. ‘ind up the serie red Du p 
dates could be obtained for him prior Alexander Woollcott...... 600 
to his air ous group, taking about $200 to $400 
debut, w he can have, heir efforts. 
rter, all that his radio commitment allows | 0 Elsa 500 
2. him to fill at $750 each.  Life-of-the-Party Gal Big B.O. | Archduke Felix of Austria 500 
yner nnaltenborn, who has been built to On the entertainment side, top) Major George Fielding Eliot. 350 pe 
's Present heights by radio, was a ev woman is Elsa Maxwell. She| William Lyon Phelps......... . 
iger, lecturer before h f ‘nos at $500 and is Raymond 450 
he ever faced a mike, has flock of bookings at $500 a | 400 
getting the current $750 getting plenty of repeats wath 400 
went on Carter last year novel presentation -games »00-400 
1. 60 dates road, picking up about audience (she supplies prizes the | 
is around $350 each, which conclusion of her gab sesh. Dale Carnegie........... 350 
in fall good, Demand for him has practically nothing, however, to the | Ve 350 
” ai €n off, however, since he is off | $5,000 or more per night she is get-| Hugh Gibson. ...........----. : 
adio the air (he’s back. ; yas ‘9 conventions to show the; John Mason Brown... 350 
mich ut they haven't meant | boys and gals how to have fun. 380 
a” he is filling only Alexander Woollcott is anot! er 300 
Beth | heavy coin grabber who is Guedaile ...... 300 
imiteg tenborn and Carter are! sidered something of a freak by the) Fiilip Sauce uss ann 
by their radio work, these men in the business. While agencies Isaac Marcosson....... 


at present includes such CBS names 
;}as Kaltenborn, Orson Welles, Linton 
| Wells, Elmer Davis and Ted Husing. 
| With Welles available for only a few 
‘lectures. Miss Scott is booking a 
| group of other 
| players. 
| NBC formerly ran an agency, of 
| Which Peat’s is now the outgrowth. 
He managed NBC’s bureau until the 
| company decided to give it up in 1932 
{after a year’s trial. They found it 
| wasn’t successful because there were 
frequent conflicts of dates between 
| broadcasting and platform and, with 


_radio’s high fees, the ether always | 


won, It engendered ill will from 
| program committees. Peat, incident- 
| ally, was a famed spieler himself. 
|He was billed as ‘Private Peat’ on 
| tours following the world war. 

Most of the agencies charge lec- 
turers 2507 commish. Some offer 
either the 25% contracts or 50% con- 
| tracts in which the agency assumes 
| all expenses of advertising and tra¥- 
|eling. A good number of talkers pre- 
| fer the latter type. 

Lecture booking is closely compe- 
| titive and the agents don’t skip many 
|chances. Good example is James B. 
| Pond, editor of the field’s trade paper 


, and an agent for some 30 years. 


‘talking on the celebs he’s booked. 


New RKO Plan 


Continued from page 5 


} 


| cision on these appeals is due next 
| Monday (18), it may mean that this 
| agreement may prove worthless. 

Atlas declares in _ its 
| which is in the form of a letter from 
| Floyd B. Odlum to RKO, that the 


| war in Europe has injured the sale | 
|of films abroad, especially in Eng- | 


land and France. The price for film 


stocks has dropped since August, but | 


| notwithstanding these conditions, the 


| through with its offer. 


| The proposal was submitted to NY. | 
Bondy, who! 


| federal judge William 
}set a Friday hearing to hear argu- 
ments pro and con. 


representing the SEC, promised to 


| have an early opinion on the fairness | 
of the agreement for the judge. The | 


court was told that Odlum considers 
the agreement, in light of world con- 
ditions, an extreme sacrifice, and it 


constitutes the highest offer Atlas 
| will make. No one will make a 
higher or a better offer. the court 


was informed. Judge 
served decision and declared that he 
will decide the issues himself, with- 
out reference to a master, as Was 
done August, 


Top Lecture Fee-Getters 


Mercury Theatre 


He’s | 
| now stepping to the rostrum himself, | 


agreement, | 


investment house is prepared to go! 


Marland Gale, | 


Bondy re-| 


‘book all the other important names, | JUSt starting to line up a cast, which | possible a second fair to run four 


a half months; beginning May 18. 

The plan will be made public to- 
morrow (Wednesday) and at the 
same time will presented to 
creditors for approval. 


More than the $1,600,000 agreed 
upon as necessary for rehabilitation 
has been raised. 


‘12 OUTDOOR SHOWS 
‘SIGNED UP BY AGVA 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

Outdeors division of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists signatured 
'a number of shows to AGVA agree- 
‘ments during the outdoors conven- 
‘tion here last week, and more are 
"understood on their way. 
| Among those lined up on closed- 
| 


shop deals are Rubin & Cherry, 
|Royal American, Hennies_ Bros., 
Sheesley, Oscar Bloom, John Francis, 
| Beckmann & Gerety, Max Linder- 
mann, Thaviu, Ernie Young, Pollack 
| Bros. and Shrine circus. 
Plenty of fur flying in the Loop at 
| the convention of the International 
| Fair Association and the carnival 
| get-together, with E. Lawrence Phil- 
| lips, manager-owner of the Johnny 
| J. Jones shows, accusing the Ameri- 
|can Guild of Variety Artists of un- 
| fair tactics. On the other hand, 
AGVA claims evidence that the Jones 
ishows” signatured closed-shop 
| agreement and had advanced money 
| for membership fees and dues. 
Meanwhile, AGVA, it’s reported, 
intends to fight Phillips by ordering 
all AGVA grandstand acts not to 
play dates with the Jones shows. 


Sunday Fairs Seen In 
Iil., Upsetting Precedent 


Evanston, Ill., Dec. 12. 
Relaxing of the Sunday no-show 


rule is in evidence throughout the 
state and county fair field, where no 
shows On Sunday have been tradi- 
tion. With picture, vaude and legit 
theatres and especially radio, offer- 
ing amusement on the Sabbath, the 
fairs no longer see any reason why 
they should keep shuttered, and are 
now generally set to operate on a 
seven-day, instead of a six-day, week 
basis. 

At the outdoors convention here 
last week, the making 
their deals with the fairs, were une 
der constant demand for Sunday 
by the fair secretaries, who 
are convinced that Sunday shows are 
the answer to bigger grosses, 


Carnies, 


openimns 


Julien Bryan..... 300 M | (0) d Ci es 

enone Holmes... 200 | ul ut oor reut 
John Cralg 300 

Pierre van Paassen Paredes 300 | Dallas. Dec. 12. 
Eugene Lyons 250 | 
Father Bernard Hubbard..... 250 | Summer circuit of cities with faire 
Carl Sandburg... .........ee 250 | grounds and other outdoor show fa- 
Lord 250 | Cilities has been proposed to direc- 
Ruth Alexander.........esee. 250 | tors of the State Fair here by Harry 
|Capt. Bob Bartlett............ 200 | L. Seay, president, after conferences 
Capt. C. W. R. Knight........ 299 With J. J. Shubert. 
| Otis 200 Chain would extend from Omaha 

Sydney R. Montague.......... 200 | 
‘Louis Adamic....... 200 | Child Slapped, Claim Upheld 
| Nicol 150 | Atlanta, Dec. 12. 
| Branson ES. a 150 | Georgia court of appeals last week 


Mrs. Roosevelt in great demand and 
is occasionally offered fabulous sums _ for 
| certain dates she won't accept, while tak 
| ing others at smaller fees than the market 
would ordimarily dictate. Any comparison 


of her figures with others on the list jis} 


understoo: 


unfair, elthough her 
tk he mre 


|; upheld $675 -damage claim against 
Rubin & Cherry Expositions, Ine, 
| brought by Harry Bray, of Colum- 
| bus, Ga., father of 12-year-old Lily 
| Bray 

Child was allegedly 
employe of the carney. 


slapped by 
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Bet 
hims¢ 
The 
‘Be 
NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILERS do bigger and better stunts every day 
in the box-offices of more than 12,000 theatres throughout the country. | = 
They talk turkey to a customer-audience at every performance. f Sia 
For NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILERS hit the bull’s-eye ... ring the bell... i: 
smack the good points of your picture across with a combination of ot 
action-on-your-screen and high-powered sales copy that carries stream- we 
| lined conviction in the shortest possible time. a 
IT’ NOTRI K AT ALL 
as sw that en emme And the price is so low that any exhibitor can afford them ... large house P, 
your or small... because every NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILER pays for itself 
; a many times over in extra admissions. .. . The shortest, most consistent, 


ment Trailers by 
NATION mesaavge most forceful advertising you can buy. 


SERVICE 
SERVICE. 
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